
 PROBLEMS IN MINISTRY 
The Rev. George Ball continues his studies in  2 Corinthians 6 

 

Heart disease is the leading cause of death among Australians – causing nearly 36% 
of all deaths in 2004. That means it claims more than one in three Australians. Paying 
attention to what you eat is one of the most important preventative measures you can 
take.  Did you know that heart disease is also very prevalent in the church?  I don’t 
have accurate statistics but from what I read and observe it is one of the most com-
mon ailments. Sadly many linger and die from this condition. Pity really, because there 
are a number of things which can be done to reduce the risks – and I’m not talking 
merely about diet and exercise. 
 

The problem is not new. The apostle Paul encountered it in first century Corinth. The 
lifeblood of affection and love and loyalty was no longer flowing through the veins of 
the body of Christ at Corinth.  In the passage we are considering the apostle diagno-
ses the hard heart, the closed heart and the divided heart. Let’s have a look at these 
conditions together with their symptoms and, hopefully, prescribe a prevention and 
cure. 
 

The Problem of the Hard Heart  [vs.1-2] 
 

Paul pleads with the Corinthians not to receive the grace of God in vain. “For…now is 
the accepted time, now is the day of salvation.” A great evangelistic text. You have 
often heard this text used to urge the unbeliever to make things right with God imme-
diately. Now that’s not wrong. But the primary aim of this text is to the professing be-
liever appealing to him to live by the Gospel. The Gospel can be like water off a duck’s 
back even to the believer. The Gospel has ramifications. It has obligations. It has di-
rectives. To receive God’s grace in vain means that our practice does not match up to 
our profession. To receive God’s grace in vain is to be a hearer and not a doer. To 
receive God’s grace in vain is to read your Bible and leave it unchanged. To receive 
God’s grace in vain is to come to church, hear the Word of God, handle the Word of 
God, sing the Word of God and be untouched. How is it possible to listen to how God 
has reconciled the world to himself in Christ and not be concerned about reconciliation 
within the congregation with our brother?  “Take heed how you hear.” [That’s why it’s 
good to sing the whole of Psalm 95 – and not stop at verse 6!]. An old friend used to 
say, “You can’t have fire in the pulpit if you have icebergs in the pew.” 
 

The Problem of the Closed Heart  [vs. 11-13]. 
 

“O Corinthians…you are restricted by your own affections.” The Corinthians were suf-
fering from a narrowing of the arteries. In natural life this is a life threatening condition. 
So in our spiritual lives this can really stunt the growth and development of our Chris-
tian experience. What was causing this condition?  They had closed their hearts to-
wards Paul. He was their spiritual father [vs.13] and he could recall the good times 
when they welcomed him and they rejoiced in his ministry. But things had now dra-
matically changed. He speaks like an estranged father. His children had turned their 
backs on him, refusing to share their lives with him. He feels like a spurned lover.   
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Relationships had broken down. We could perhaps be 
describing your congregation or mine. This situation has 
been repeated many times since. Change the names 
and places, but the story is the same. 
 

How do we account for the development of this situa-
tion? It would seem that the Corinthians had been 
courted and wooed by others who sought to undermine 
Paul’s authority and message. These men are referred 
to elsewhere as false prophets, deceitful workmen, mas-
querading as apostles of Christ [2 Corinthians 11:13]. 
They had played the Pied Piper. They had successfully 
lead away many of the Corinthians by their pompous 
claims and bragging confidence. It’s deja vu. Church 
seems very mundane. Members have gotten familiar 
with the minister. There’s a much “better and brighter” 
ministry going on elsewhere. The result? Closed arteries. 
One writer puts it this way, “One of the symptoms is that 
our hearts begin to close to Christians who previously 
meant so much to us, from whom we received help over 
long periods of time. Their care was humble, constant, 
faithful….We need to learn as early as we can in Chris-
tian experience to have a healthy suspicion of any influ-
ence in our lives which begins to close our hearts to 
those who have been a spiritual help to us. That is not 
the kind of work of which the Spirit of 
God is the author.”  O Corinthians! 
 

3. The Problem of the Divided 
Heart  [vs. 14-18]. 

 

Paul was obviously concerned about 
the lives of many of the Corinthians. 
They had double standards – pro-
fessing Christ yet living in fellowship 
with known sin.  Hence his warning, 
“Do not be unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers.” The picture is bor-
rowed from Deuteronomy 22:10. 
There the law forbids harnessing an 
ox and a donkey together to the plough. The result of 
such a mismatch would see the animals pulling in differ-
ent directions at different speeds. Not a good idea. So 
we should learn from the world of nature. There are 
some things, like oil and water, which don’t mix. There 
are some relationships and alliances, which are forbid-
den to the Christian. We are warned against forming 
close attachments with non-Christians. Whether we think 
of a Christian marrying an unbeliever, or of a business 
partnership, or of Christians engaging in so called inter-
faith services the result will be the same: Compromise, 
confusion and contamination. Jesus said, “No man can 
serve two masters.”  You can’t be loyal and faithful and 
effective for God and His Gospel and be messed up in 
these unholy alliances. The Church is described as the 
temple of the living God [v.16] and therefore the dwelling 
place of God. Pursuing any relationship outside of the 
faith is spiritual adultery and spiritual suicide. Be warned 
therefore against it. To be harnessed to an unbeliever 
will for sure lead you away from God. A divided heart 
always does. 
 
What is to be done with the problems of the heart?  
Thankfully there is a prescription. It’s found in the atti-
tude and the actions – not of the Corinthians – but of the 
apostle Paul. Learn from him. 

4. The Need of a Sincere Heart [vs. 3-10] 
 

One of the common objections to the Christian faith is, “I 
can’t hear what you say because of what I see.” In other 
words, when unbelievers see hypocrisy and double stan-
dards in the lives of church folk it turns them right off. 
Understandably so. With friends like that we don’t need 
enemies! Paul here describes how his life matched his 
profession even in all kinds of problems, opposition and 
deprivations. 
 
 What Paul is here doing is displaying his business card. 
These are his credentials.  His life and ministry is on dis-
play. “In every way we show ourselves to be servants of 
God.” [vs.4]. The life of the Christian minister is a power-
ful advertisement for the gospel. The steady, consistent, 
patient, obedient life of the Christian is a powerful apolo-
getic for the Gospel. I like the comment by Donald Grey 
Barnhouse, “Men may not read the gospel in seal skin, 
or the gospel in morocco, or the gospel in cloth covers; 
but they can’t get away from the gospel in shoe leather.” 
 
 

5.  The Need of an Open Heart [vs.11-13; 7:2] 
 

The Corinthians had closed their hearts against the 
apostle. The most natural thing for Paul to have done in 

this situation was to have closed his 
heart against them. Tit for tat! Yet 
what Paul did was the exact opposite. 
The more they closed their hearts, the 
more he opened his heart to them. 
They kicked him below the belt and 
he opened his heart all the wider to-
ward them. That is true grace!  When-
ever we close up our hearts against a 
fellow Christian we are also closing 
them up against God. The Apostle 
John reminds us, “If anyone says I 
love God, yet hates his brother, he is 

a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom 
he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 
And he has given us this commandment: Whoever 
Loves God must love his brother.” (1 John 4:20-21).  
One writer puts it this way; “Genuine Christian fellowship 
in our churches will be open-hearted.  We can usually 
tell that this is a feature of church life by such practical 
signs as open homes; open fellowship; open communi-
cation.  Opening our hearts wide is an essential part of 
Christian integrity and represents an attractive feature of 
Christian community.”  We must work at constructing an 
open-heart kind of fellowship. How? By not receiving the 
grace of God in vain. The heart that is opened to receive 
the grace of Christ will also be open to receive those 

whom Christ receives. 
 

6.  The Need of a Pure Heart [7:1] 
 

A pure heart is one that is devoted wholly to the Lord. A 
pure heart is married to the Lord and seeks to love Him 
faithfully. A pure heart aims to get rid of anything that 
would compete or contaminate our prized relationship 
with God.  A pure heart strives for perfection out of rever-
ence for God. “Blessed are the pure in heart for they 
shall see God.”  When anyone demonstrates that this is 
their aim they also demonstrate that they have not re-
ceived the grace of God in vain. 
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“Pursuing any relation-
ship outside of the faith is 
spiritual adultery and spiri-
tual suicide.... To be har-
nessed to an unbeliever 
will for sure lead you away 
from God. A divided heart 
always does.” 
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CHASING THE WORLD WIND …... 
Keeping up with events and trends in the world is a full 
time occupation! Some magazines and websites are 
now devoting quite an amount of space to reporting on 
events, and analyzing trends. If anyone is able to access 
the web site, Sermonaudio, they will know exactly what I 
mean. There you can go from one event to another by 
following the links provided. And of course these web-
sites, organizations, and magazines are to be com-
mended for keeping us up to date about what’s going on 
in the world today. It reminds us that we live in a global 
community. It’s not what’s happening next door that con-
cerns us; it what’s happening in Timbuctoo.  
 

But herein lies the danger of the information highway, 
and in many cases, the information overload. We’re 
overwhelmed by it all not only in terms of the amount, 
but in terms of its relevance. How do we know what is 
important, and what is not? How do we know what 
represents a trend or development, and what is just an 
“isolated’ event? And when it’s all said and done, do 
these events or trends really provide us with information 
we were not aware of before? After all, doesn’t the  ac-
tivities of the various organizations and lobby groups 
simply confirm what we know already? 
 

Many years ago, C.S.Lewis, in his Autobiography,  Sur-
prised by Joy, debunked the idea of making young peo-
ple read newspapers. This is what he said: 
“I can hardly regret having escaped the appalling waste 
of time and spirit which would have been involved in 
reading the war news or taking more than an artificial 
and formal part in conversations about the war. To read 
without military knowledge or good maps accounts of 
fighting which were distorted before they reached the 
Divisional general and further distorted before they left 

him and then "written up" out of all recognition by jour-
nalists, to strive to master what will be contradicted the 
next day, to fear and hope intensely on shaky evidence, 
is surely an ill use of the mind. Even in peacetime I think 
those are very wrong who say that schoolboys should 
be encouraged to read the newspapers. Nearly all that a 
boy reads there in his teens will be known before he is 
twenty to have been false in emphasis and interpreta-
tion, if not in fact as well, and most of it will have lost all 
importance. Most of what he remembers he will there-
fore have to unlearn; and he will probably have acquired 
an incurable taste for vulgarity and sensationalism and 
the fatal habit of fluttering from paragraph to paragraph 
to learn how an actress has been divorced in California, 
a train derailed in France, and quadruplets born in New 
Zealand.” [Surprised by Joy, 128-129] 
 

Much the same could be said of trying to keep with all 
the “spiritual”  War news today. It’s all interesting. But it 
can have negative effects. It can create in us a deep 
foreboding about the future. We all know the expression: 
“He’s got the whole world on his shoulders.”  That’s what 
the oversupply of news can do - put the whole world on 
our shoulders, when in reality we can do very little about 
it, except pray. And when we pray: “Your Kingdom 
Come” we cover most of it. And then it can lead us to 
forget about the real life lived in our own neighbourhood. 
After all, what’s the point of knowing what’s happening in 
Kurdistan, or Birmingham, or Texas, if we’re oblivious to 
the things on our doorstep? But above all, excessive 
interest in events and trends can distract us from the 
most important thing of all: The reading and study of the 
Word of God. C.S.Lewis was taught to major on the 
great classics that stood him in good stead for all the 
days of his life. Majoring on appreciating and under-
standing the Word of God will not only stand us in good 
stead in this life; it will thoroughly prepare us for the life 
to come.  

BLOGGING ABOUT... 

THE INFLUENCE DAD HAS. 
Apparently in 1994 the Swiss carried out a survey to see 
whether a person’s religious beliefs [and actions] carried 
through to the next generation. The results of the Survey 
are available in a report with a rather imposing title: The 
Demographic Characteristics of National Minorities in Cer-
tain European States. It’s Volume 2 of Population Studies 
No. 31, edited by Werner Haug and others, and published 
by the Council of Europe Directorate General III, Social 
Cohesion, Strasbourg, January 2000.  
 

Robbie Lowe, a writer with “Touchstone— a Journal for 
Mere Christianity”, in analyzing the Report, says this: A 
very significant thing emerged in the Report. It found that 
it’s “the religious practice of the father of the family that, 
above all, determines the future attendance at or absence 
from church of the children. If both father and mother at-
tend regularly, 33 percent of their children will end up as 
regular churchgoers, and 41 percent will end up attending 
irregularly. Only a quarter of their children will end up not 
practicing at all. If the father is irregular and mother regu-
lar, only 3 percent of the children will subsequently be-
come regulars themselves, while a further 59 percent will 
become irregulars. Thirty-eight percent will be lost.” He 
continues:.” What happens if the father is regular but the 
mother irregular or non-practicing? Extraordinarily, the 

percentage of children becoming regular goes up from 33 
percent to 38 percent with the irregular mother and to 44 
percent with the non-practicing, as if loyalty to father’s 
commitment grows in proportion to mother’s laxity, indif-
ference, or hostility.”  But where neither parent practices, 
to nobody’s very great surprise, only 4 percent of children 
will become regular attenders and 15 percent irregulars. 
Eighty percent will be lost to the faith.” And here’s how he 
sums up the situation: “If a father does not go to church, 
no matter how faithful his wife’s devotions, only one child 
in 50 will become a regular worshipper. If a father does go 
regularly, regardless of the practice of the mother, be-
tween two-thirds and three-quarters of their children will 
become churchgoers (regular and irregular). If a father 
goes but irregularly to church, regardless of his wife’s de-
votion, between a half and two-thirds of their offspring will 
find themselves coming to church regularly or occasion-
ally.” 
 

A good survey, I suppose, tells us what we already know. 
They may say: “The hand that rocks the cradle rules the 
world.” But the Bible specifically tell fathers to bring up 
their children in the training and instruction of the 
Lord.” [Ephesians 6:4] It does so with good reason. 
For the full article, see: http://www.touchstonemag.com/
docs/issues/16.5docs/16-5pg24.html 



In November this year I “clocked up” ten years with AIM, 
first as Administrator, then more lately as General Direc-
tor. Those ten years have been ones of major change in 
terms of field ministry, mission structure and personnel. 
We stand today, in many respects, at the beginning of a 
new era. 
 

The Lord spoke through the prophet Isaiah when Israel 
was called to obedience, and to trust in God for His sal-
vation and blessing. Israel was assured that the Lord 
would provide through His Servant, and they were 
called to look to the future with hope and expectation: 
“Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains 
wide, do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen 
your stakes.” (Isaiah 54:2). 
 

For some time we have struggled to overcome a real 
shortage of resources, both in finance and personnel. 
There was a very trying time working through the shut-
ting down of Mission Publications, and in 2005 we had 
seven of our most senior missionaries all retire in the 
one year. We continue on in the belief that the Lord has 
his hand on AIM and has a work yet to be done for His 
glory amongst the Indigenous 
people of Australia.  
 
I have often reported the simple 
truism that if a Sovereign God 
has called us to a task, then he 
will provide the resources nec-
essary for us to accomplish that 
task. We need to be prayerfully 
seeking the leading of the Spirit 
of God and taking the opportuni-
ties that He provides. 
 

There is a real and growing 
sense of oneness of purpose 
within our Council and amongst 
our Missionaries and TEAM Partners. It is very hum-
bling to visit our field personnel and see how they minis-
ter faithfully in sometimes extremely difficult and stress-
ful situations, and to see the fruit of their labours in the 
transforming lives of those they minister with.  
 

In the last couple of months we have been really 
pleased to have new Council members come on board. 
Pierre Thielemans and Len Smith both come with much 
to offer from their experience and background. I remain 
deeply thankful to God too for Brent Dawson and his 
role on the office team as Administrator and Treasurer.  
 

With Cliff (Letcher) settled in as Field Director the major 
focus of work in the Northern Territory is beginning to 
develop around the model of a number of regional train-
ing ministries, with the primary role of missionaries tak-
ing the ministry to the people with whom they work. Our 
college facility in Darwin has been leased out and is 
now providing a good source of income to assist with 
these ministries, updating our property and attending to 
much needed maintenance.  
 

We are seeing gifted, well-equipped and supported new 
missionaries take up appointments, with the prospect of 
more in the near future. Our recruiting of short-term per-

sonnel, particularly “retirees”, has also provided much 
needed encouragement and support for our Indigenous 
leaders and local fellowships.  
 

Mission Awareness Tours, now being facilitated by Rob 
and Jenny Alley, with the help of Brent Dawson, have 
proved vital in connecting people with the needs and 
opportunities for ministry and help, with a number of full 
time and short term workers getting involved as a direct 
result. 
 

The more settled work in Queensland under the banner 
of the AIM Church Council continues with much bless-
ing to the various church communities. It has been won-
derful to see these various churches taking up the chal-
lenges and looking after their own affairs, with good 
leadership and growth, both in number and spiritual ma-
turity. Stan Werner has maintained his much appreci-
ated Bible teaching ministry on a regular rotational ba-
sis.  
 

Our greatest need is still for quality Bible teaching mis-
sionaries and much time is spent seeking recruits. I 

thank God particularly for the 
zealous efforts of Merv Topp in 
Victoria, and for the help that 
Richard and Sue Davies have 
been through SMBC in Sydney. 
 

With our existing work settling 
down well I can focus more on 
developing the overall ministry 
of AIM and looking at other ar-
eas of need. Toward the end of 
2006 and on into 2007 I am 
seeking to reconnect AIM with 
many of the older mission and 
denominational ministries that 
have been in NSW and North 

Queensland. There is an urgent need to build networks 
of encouragement and support, and to respond to the 
call to provide Bible teaching ministry, particularly to 
train leadership for the future.  
 

Contacts with the Korean churches are developing 
really well, with growing interest, support and involve-
ment. Over the Christmas break we had two Korean 
girls gain short term experience at Townsville and 
Tennant Creek, perhaps with a view to taking up TEAM 
partner appointments in the future.  
 

There are some exciting new opportunities that I am 
investigating that could bring together the need for ap-
propriate cross-cultural and English language training 
for Korean missionaries, together with the need for 
training and equipping leaders for the Indigenous 
church. I can’t pretend to know the way ahead but I 
know that God does.  
 

I would ask for your continued prayerful interest in the 
ministry of AIM as we go on into the future seeking to 
“lengthen our cords and strengthen our stakes” as we 
seek together to build a place for the dwelling of God 
amongst the Indigenous people of Australia. 
- Trevor Leggott, General Director, AIM . 
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LONGER CORDS AND STRONGER STAKES 



 SOUTHERN PRESBYTERY 
NEWS 

MR DAVID KERRIDGE 
 

At its meeting on 27/2/07 the 
Southern Presbytery had be-
fore it the application of Mr 
David Kerridge, BA, MDiv 
dated 12/2/07 to be recog-
nised as a student for the min-
istry.  The Presbytery was en-
couraged by this application 
which was backed by positive 
reports from various centres 
where he had given supply – 
Hunter, Ulverstone and Knox. 

Presbytery resolved to leave the application on the table 
pending receipt of information from St George’s Session 
and plan to take up the application in May when the ex-
perience of his further supply at Ulverstone will be avail-
able. It is anticipated that Mr Kerridge will give extended 
supply at Ulverstone where he had been warmly re-
ceived when supplying in December. The Training of 
Ministry report is favourable and the Presbytery is asking 
Synod 2007 for authority to admit Mr Kerridge as a stu-
dent at such time as it sees fit. 
 

KNOX GLEN HUNTLY 
The work had progressed in 2006 with average atten-
dance at Knox around 55 and two Sunday school 
classes. At GH over 40 attended each week and some 
200 at the Nuer service. These services are usually 
taken by Rev Tut Yoa. The Glen Huntly work will be im-
pacted by Ian & Alina McKenzie’s return to Scotland at 
the end of January 2007. There is a Ladies Bible Study 
at Knox and a midweek prayer/study meeting at Knox. In 
the latter part of the year a Christian training course was 
instituted at Knox on Friday evening for Sudanese folk, 
but in 2007 has been combined with the prayer meeting 
and held on Thursday evening. It is attended by a good 
cross-section of the people. At Glen Huntly there is a 
Wednesday after-school kids’ club and a Friday evening 
bible study. A Lord’s Day service is held in the Nuer lan-
guage is held in rented premises at Dandenong, and 
English elements are gradually being introduced. 
 
At present Mr Yoa is not inducted as we do not have 
financial viability secured. Although we have some re-
serves they are being depleted (by $7500 in 2006 and 
perhaps $20,000 in 2007) and will not last beyond 2008 
if we continue to have liability for rent of an extra manse 
and the Dandenong building totalling $19,240pa. How-
ever, there is definite progress. On 27/2/07 the Presby-
tery recognised Glen Huntly-Dandenong as a work in 
development with a view to eventual recognition as a 

distinct pastoral charge. It continues under the Knox 
Session and Deacons’ Court meantime. The intention is 
to do what was done with Narre Warren 18 years ago, 
although the capital cost will be far beyond the $416,500 
expended there 18 years ago or the $371,500 at Knox 
21  years  ago.  A  central  location,  perhaps  close  to 
Monash University would be excellent. The provisional 
name of All Nations PCEA since it will aim to minister to 
those  of  all  backgrounds.  Presbytery  expressed  its 
prayerful support of this endeavour. 
 

NARRE WARREN 
Mr Ball reported to Presbytery that all activities had been 
maintained during the year. He was particularly encour-
aged by not having to draw on stipend relief in 2006. The 
manse fund from which a manse allowance was paid, 
had shown a good increase in capital value during the 
year. The desire for additional elders had not yet been 
fulfilled, but fresh moves were afoot. Mr Simpson noted 
that a fortnightly prayer meeting/bible study had com-
menced in Pakenham, some 15 minutes to the east, in 
February 2007. A recent happy occasion had been a 
gathering of elders/ministers at the Ball home to ac-
knowledge God’s goodness in George attaining 25 years 
of ministry. 
 

GEELONG 
Mr Smith had been inducted at a glad occasion on 
16/6/2006. It was early days in the new pastorate and 
there was consolidation to do, but matters were steady. 
Extensive  renovations  had  been  carried  out  on  the 
manse prior to Mr Smith’s arrival. 
 

HAMILTON 
The Hamilton Congregation had been wound up by 
Presbytery on 27/2/07 following meetings with the folk 
remaining on 18/1/07. While we will continue to provide 
pastoral care as practical, and the folk have been en-
couraged to support the new minister of St Andrew’s 
PCV, David Schulz who has been most supportive. 
 

ULVERSTONE 
Dr Ward reported that he had conducted the AGM of the 
Congregation on Wednesday 7/2/07, and found the con-
gregation in a satisfactory state. Quite a burden had 
fallen on local elder Ian Hamilton in 2006, but there had 
been helpful supply which had continued since Decem-
ber with Rev George Ball in January and John Zylstra in 
February. Mr David Kerridge is to give extended supply 
from the middle of March. We anticipate good progress 
in 2007 although offerings will need to increase. 
 
The manse had been sold during the year and the pro-
ceeds judiciously invested so that the fund has increased 
in a very positive way, as has the Max Hutton Bequest.  
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"My former pastor, novelist Henry Coray, who died in his nineties a few years ago, over 40 
years ago said this in a sermon. "Until the day that God has pre-ordained before history 
began that we are to die, we are immortal. On that special day, we are inescapably dead." 
He said this to increase our courage under fire." Gary North, writing about the death of his 
son Caleb, Aged 24  [Chalcedon Blog, Feb 7,2007] 



 
 
 

Thirty Years in Fry Street 
Church 

By H W Ramsay 
A little less than thirty two years ago on Saturday 20 Nov 
1909 I went from Grafton to Maclean by the morning 
steamer, having come overland from the Macleay. The 
previous night I spent at Daniel's Hotel in Grafton. I had 
never been to the Clarence before, and did not know of 
one person in the district with whom I was acquainted. 
 
With several breaks of absence during which I visited the 
Richmond, Brunswick, Manning and Macleay Rivers, I 
remained at Maclean until the end of July, 1911. During 
that time I had on quite a number of occasions preached 
at Grafton on Sabbaths, and at the residences of Mrs 
John McPherson and Mrs Joseph Martin on the Orara. 
 
I was appointed by the Presbytery to supply Grafton for 
six months, 1 August 1911. The first Sabbath was on 6 
August and the text was 
Genesis 3:20, "And the 
Lord God made coats of 
skins and clothed them." I 
conducted two services 
that day, one at Grafton 
and one at Brushgrove. 
The attendance at Grafton 
was 31 and at Brushgrove 
24. 
 

Occupying the Manse 
On Wednesday 6th  September 1911,  I 
took up residence in the Manse. One of 
the first things I had to do was to put in 
sixteen panes of glass into the windows, 
this number being out. There was no 
stove or cooking apparatus of any sort, 
and we had to use tins as saucepans, 
etc, until I purchased a stove at my own 
cost. There was no bathroom or bath. There was but one 
600 gallon tank, almost empty, to do for all household pur-
poses, and to provide drink for the horse and to scrub the 
church with etc. For months together I had to carry water of 
very inferior nature from a well some considerable dis-
tance away, for the house. 
 
The manse was in very bad order indeed. The kitchen 
floor was actually covered with litter that had been hastily 
swept out of the house into the kitchen and left there. Be-
fore I was many days in the Manse the Nuisance Inspec-
tor served me with verbal notice to have a great heap of 
old tins, leather, etc removed, the said heap requiring 
several dray loads to dispose of. The walls of the Manse 
were in a very bad condition. 
 
There was no welcome of any kind whatever arranged. I 
was simply told to go to a certain place where a key 
would be left for me, and I was to get it and walk in. This 
I did. But there was no lock on the kitchen door. No 

preparation had been made for us in any way. But there 
was a nice lot of groceries on the kitchen table, just the 
kind that one would need coming into an empty house. We 
felt very grateful to the unknown friend who had been so 
kind and thoughtful. After a while a man appeared and 
said he had come to get them; they had been left by mis-
take, and should have gone to the house to which the old 
tenant of the Manse had removed. 
  

Anyhow, there was a nice load of wood in the yard, and 
nobody came to claim it. We were grateful for this con-
sideration, whoever the donor might be, and of course we 
continued to speculate as to who it was, and thought we 
would find out sooner or later. We did. A man called and 
asked for payment of it. He had heard that we were to 
move in, and thought it would be a pity if there were no 
wood there for us, so as he was a woodcarter, he had put 
a load in the yard, feeling sure a Presbyterian minister 
would be sure to pay him for it. However, one friend gave 
us a door mat, and another a feather pillow towards the 
furnishing of the Manse. 
 

But we were fortunate in finding a few really good friends, 
and although it may not be well to individualize here, 

some of those who are still with us will know 
who they were. But I feel that there is one 
that I really must mention, the more so be-
cause she was not at the time a member of 
the congregation, though she worshipped 
with us for some time in after years. This 
was Mrs C Penn. It is some years now since 
she passed away, but I can never forget how 

in may days in sickness and 
trouble in the home here, 
she was so very kind and 
willing, but she had a big 
loving heart. Another who 
was very kind in those days 
was Mrs Annie McSwan, 
who left this part many 
years ago. [Mrs Kerr, 
Roseville, Sydney, is a 
daughter.] 
 

I received for my first year in Grafton the sum of £150, and 
out of this I bought a sulky and a new set of harness. I 
found my own horse also, and had to pay all travelling 
expenses, such as horse feed, shoes, repairs to harness 
and vehicle etc, and all correspondence expenses. The 
sum total of these things came to over £70, leaving me 
with £80 clear. 
 
I am not speaking these things by way of complaint. I 
wish that to be distinctly understood. I did them for the 
sake of the Master, and am pleased that I did, and hope, 
if the need were, that I would do the same again.  
 
But it does hurt me to see at times how lightly some seem 
to value their church, how easily they can turn from it, and 
how little they seem willing to do in order to keep it going. 
One of the greatest shocks I ever got was when I found 
there were so many in the church who seemed to value 
their privileges so lightly. I thought that all Free Church 
people were intensely loyal to their church, and I was bit-
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Old Manse, once 
situated to the left of 
the present Manse 

Present Manse 
Built 1931. 



terly disappointed when I found how ready many of 
them have been to leave the grand old church of their 
fathers, simply because it was old fashioned, or in 
many cases because the numbers attending the ser-
vices are few. This is a condition of things that is 
strange to me - one that I never expected to see in the 
Free Church in Australia. 
 

No Session nor Committee 
When I came to Grafton there was neither Session nor 
Committee, in the congregation which had been desti-
tute of a pastor for over eleven years. Also, there was 
not one male communicant in the Grafton end of the 
charge. 
 

Committee Formed at Brushgrove. 
 

On 10 January 1912 at a meeting at Brushgrove, pre-
sided over by Rev S P Stewart the following Commit-
tee was elected: Messrs, Jas Anderson, E J Harrison, 
Jno McMillan (?) Was it Alex?, Angus McPhee, Donald 
Anderson. This was almost six months after my arrival 
here. 

Committee at Grafton 
On 5 June the same year about ten months after I 
came, at a congregational meeting at Grafton, 
presided over by the Rev William McDon-
ald, a Committee was elected as fol-
lows: Messrs, F Low, Norman McLeod, 
Donald Munro, John Gillies, A S 
McLachlan. 
 
And on Wednesday 10 July almost a 
year after I came the first meeting of 
the combined members of the Com-
mittee met at Grafton. There were pre-
sent at that meeting: F Lowe, D Munro, 
Don Anderson, Angus McPhee, A S 
McLachlan, N McLeod, Jno Gillies, Jas 
Anderson, E J Harrison. 
 
At that meeting it was resolved to collect the Sustenta-
tion Fund Quarterly, and Mr A S McLachlan was ap-
pointed Collector for the Grafton side of the river in the 
Grafton area - a position he has held ever since, except 
for his absence in the War, when his family acted for 
him. He was also, at that meeting, appointed secretary, 
the duties of which he carried out until he went to the 
war (i.e. World War I). 

 

Receiving the Call 
I was but a student when I came to Grafton, and had to 
pursue my studies in that connection as well as carry 
out the duties of preaching, and ministering to the peo-
ple generally. Also, there was no settled minister at 
Maclean until near the end of 1916, so for over five 
years I had to do my best for the Maclean charge in the 
intervals when they did not have supply there. 
 
At the end of July 1913 I promised the Grafton congre-
gation, at their request, that I would remain for another 
twelve months, as I thought it would be some consider-
able time before I would pass my final exam. But I had 
evidently under-rated my attainments, for I passed my 
final exam in that September, and I was licensed as a 
preacher of the Gospel on 6th  September 1913. This 

meant, of course, that I was eligible for a Call. But no 
Call came. Time dragged on. I had promised to remain 
in Grafton for the twelve months, and this was telling 
against my likelihood of getting a Call to any other con-
gregation in the meantime. 
 
But I had resolutely made up my mind that I was not 
going to stay one day after my promise had been ful-
filled, and was arranging my matters accordingly. 
 
But on 23 April over seven months after I had been li-
censed, several members of the Committee ap-
proached me, and told me that they were unanimous 
about their desire to extend a Call to me, but they did 
not know how to proceed in the matter, and asked me to 
draw up a Call to myself, and they would sign it and 
take it around for signatures. It was certainly a novel 
request. I have the honour of being the only Presbyte-
rian Minister I ever heard or read of, who was asked to 
move in regard to a Call to himself. 
 
I told them that I would not do that, nor did I wish to dis-
cuss the matter with them, but advised them to write to 

the Rev W N Wilson, stating what they desired, and 
asking him to take the matter in hand on their 

behalf. At a meeting of Committee held on 8 
December 1914, "The Hon Secretary re-
ported he wrote the Rev Wilson in refer-
ence to giving a Call to Mr Ramsay, and 
that a Rev W McDonald visited the river 
to attend to the matter, and that Mr Ram-
say had received the Call and had ac-
cepted the same." I was ordained and 
inducted to the charge on 5 February 

1915, over 16 months after I was licensed, 
so slowly did things move in our church in 

those days. 
 

There were present at the ordination the Revs Win 
McDonald (who had been the interim Moderator), Rev 
S P Stewart. The Rev James Henry, who was supply-
ing Maclean was also present, and was associated 
with the Presbytery, but Mr Henry was not by virtue of 
office a member of Presbytery, as he never accepted a 
Call to a congregation in Australia. Mr Murdoch 
McPherson, Rep Elder, represented Maclean in the 
Presbytery. There were many people present from Mac-
lean, both elders and others, who came up on the morn-
ing steamer for the service. Mr Donald Anderson was 
ordained to the eldership 
the same day, and so be-
came, for some time my 
only elder of the congre-
gation beside myself. 
—————————— 
The Rev. H.W. Ramsay 
ministered in Grafton  
as a student [from 
1911]; as a Licentiate 
[from 1913] and as Min-
ster [from 1915] until 
his death on the 18th 
February, 1945. [See 
page 16] 
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“One of the   
greatest shocks I 

ever got was when 
I found there were 

so many in the 
church who 

seemed to value 
their privileges so 

lightly..” 



 

People talk a lot about Values today—and teaching val-
ues in our schools. But before we can talk about Val-
ues, we must first ask: What is valuable? We can't 
teach values unless we decide first of all what is valu-
able.  And here we meet with a big problem: People talk 
about Values - but they don't state, or don't state very 
clearly, what they think is valuable and why.  
 
For example, they want to teach children the value of 
honesty. But they don't say very clearly why we should 
be honest. Is it because society says so? If that's so, 
then it doesn't practice what it preaches! Is it because it 
helps you get on in life? Many people who are dishon-
est prosper in this world. In other words, we need to dig 
deeper than just these so called popular values to see 
what's really valuable - the foundations, if you like, on 
which all our values rest. We want to settle the question 
as to what is really valuable. 
 

The Word of God 
And one of the most valuable things in life is the Word 
of God. The Psalmist says here "The law from your 
mouth is more precious to me than thousands of pieces 
of silver and gold." If you and I had a few pieces of sil-
ver and gold today we'd think we were rich. The going 
rate today is about $400 an oz. Many thousands of 
pieces of gold would be worth millions. If we had that 
we’d think we were well off. But the Psalmist tells us 
here there’s something more precious that all the silver 
and gold - or dollars and cents - in the world - and that's 
the Word of God. 
 

Why the Bible is Valuable 
Why is the Word of God so valuable? It’s valuable be-

cause of where it comes from. We value things because 
of who they come from. If that's so we should value the 
Bible above all because it’s the very Word of God. The 
Bible let's us read the very thoughts of God. It let's us 
into his very mind, and enables us to share his life and 
thought world: To see his plans and purposes, to under-
stand how he feels; to know what he wants.  
 

We can learn a little about people by observing them. 
But if they never say anything, we really don't know 
what their thinking. I've often looked at people, and 
wondered to myself, I wonder what they're really think-
ing. Its only when they speak, and we listen to them, 
that we really get to know them and understand them. 
And this is what the Bible does. It allows us to enter into 
the mind of God to think God's thoughts after him. 
 

What an amazing, stupendous, incredible thing that is - 
that we should be able to enter into the very thought 
world of God. We’re the only creatures that can do that 
because we’re the only creatures that can read. And we 
can do it because God has given us his Word. 
 

And when its all said and done, its not our thoughts that 
are so important. Its God's Thoughts. So often we think 
our thoughts are so important. We like to express our 
mind and opinions about a lot of things. But in the end, 
its God's Thoughts that matters. In the Bible, people 
don't emphasize their thoughts about God and life. They 
emphasize God's thoughts - like David in Psalm 139:17. 
He says: "How precious to me are your thoughts, O 
God! How vast the sum of them".  
 

 Why the Bible Isn’t Valued  
But you might say: If the Bible is so won-
derful and majestic, how come people don't 
read it and accept it? How is it that people 
do not recognize it as such?  
 

God also answers that question in the Bible 
too! He tells us its because we’re disobedi-
ent and sinful people who try to avoid fac-
ing up Him. We don't like the Word of God 
because it means we have to face up to 
unpleasant facts about ourselves, and our 
lives. Because we want to keep on doing 
wrong - and living in our fool's paradise - 
we try to convince ourselves that its not 
true, or try to forget about it. And so people 
engage in a massive propaganda cam-
paign to prove the Bible isn't God's Word.  
 

But it won't do any good. It never has, and 
it never will, simply because the Bible is 
God's Word.  
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 VALUABLES 

SOME YOUNG PEOPLE  IN  MELBOURNE 

WHO VALUE THE  BIBLE 
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DON’T LEAVE THE CAPTAIN BEHIND! 

SEARCH WORKERS 

APRIL  2007 
SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE 
Intermediate omit questions 5 and 7 

ROMANS chapter 8 
1. What was accomplished by God’s sending his own Son in the likeness 

of sinful flesh?  (2 verses) 
2. If the Spirit witnesses with our spirit that we are the children of God, 

what follows? (2 verses) 
3. To whom do all things work together for good? 
4. Can anything separate us from the love of God in Christ?  (2 verses) 
Chapter 9 
5. Write out the verse in Exodus 33 that Paul quotes to show that God is 

not unrighteous. 
6. Why had Israel not attained to the law of righteousness?  (2 verses) 
Chapter 10 
7. Write out the three verses in Deuteronomy 30 that Paul quotes, describ-

ing the word of faith. 
8. What is the connection between faith, hearing, and the word of God? 

JUNIOR  
GENESIS chapter 6 
1. What did God say he would do to man because his wickedness was 

great?  But who found grace in his eyes?  (2 verses) 
2. Which people and which animals did God tell Noah to bring into the ark?  

(3 verses) 

Chapter 7 
3. What happened on the 17th day of the second month of the 600th year of 

Noah’s life?  How long was the rain on the earth?  (2 verses) 
4. Was there any living thing on the earth after the flood? 

SSEARCHEARCH  WWORKORK  TO:  TO:  MRS I. STEEL,  PO Box 193, EPPING  1710.             
E-mail: iesteel@gmail.com 

The other day, I read a story about a young ensign 
[Junior commissioned Officer in the Navy] who had 
nearly completed his first overseas tour of duty. He was 
given the opportunity to prepare his ship to "set sail." 
 
He went about his task with great pride and gusto. With 
a stream of crisp commands, he had the decks buzzing 
with saiIors and soon the ship was churning slowly out of 
the channel. 
  
The ensign's efficiency was remarkable. In fact, the talk 
was that he had set a new record for getting the ship 
underway. His bubble was burst, however, when he was 
handed a radio message from the captain—which read 
as follows: 
 
"My personal congratulations upon completing your un-
derway preparation exercise according to the book and 
with amazing speed. But next time wait until your captain 
is aboard before getting underway!" 
 
Doesn’t that reflect much of our attitude in life? We’re so 
busy about what we want to do, and getting things done, 
and being pleased with ourselves in the process, that we 
forget all about our Captain. We leave him standing on 
the shore, while we steam out of the harbour and on 
through life without him!  

How often God had to remind his people not to forget 
him! In Psalm 81 he says: “Open wide your mouth and I 
will fill it.” But then he goes on to say this: “But my peo-
ple would not listen to me; Israel would not submit to 
me.” [verse 11]. They preferred to leave the Captain of 
their Salvation standing on the shore, while they get on 
with sailing the ship. 
 

Perhaps one of the most touching scenes depicted for 
us is to be found in the words of the Lord Jesus to the 
Church at Laodicea. “Behold I stand at the door and 
knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I 
will come in and eat with him and he with me.” [Rev 
3:20] His people are inside eating and drinking, com-
pletely oblivious to the fact that He’s not there. But that’s 
not all! They don’t even realize that he’s outside waiting 
to come in. 
 

We need to learn a lesson from this young ensign: Make 
sure the Captain is on board before we congratulate our-
selves. This applies to our Life. How often people try to 
live their lives without the Captain—the Lord Jesus—on 
board. They’re so busy getting on in life they never give 
him a second thought. But it also applies to the Chris-
tian. Before we set out on our projects, we need to make 
sure our Captain is on board. Indeed, each day we go 
out, we should make sure our Captain is with us. We 
should pause and commit the day to Him.  

From: Search and Solve: Bible 
Activity Sheets by Betty De Vries     FACTS ABOUT THE BIBLE 

[OT= Old Testament; NT= New Testament] 
 
1. The Bible has _____ ____books in it.  
2. The OT has ___ _ and the NT has ____ books. 
3. There are _______________ verses in the Bible. 
4. The longest verse in the Bible is  ____________ 
5. The shortest verse in the Bible is ___________ 
6. The longest chapter in the Bible is ___________ 
7. The shortest chapter in the Bible is ___________ 
8. The first 5 books of the Bible are also called the 
     ____________________________ 
 
9. The middle book in the OT is ________________ 
10. The longest book in the OT is ______________ 
11. The shortest book in the OT is ______________ 
12. The first four books in the NT are the  
      ___________________ 
 
13. The middle book in the NT is   ______________ 
14. The longest book in the NT is  ___ __________ 
15. The shortest book in the NT ________________ 
———————————————————————— 

Use these for your answers  
Luke          John 11:35               39                  27 
Esther 8:9       Proverbs 2 Thessalonians   31,102 
Gospels          Obadiah       Jeremiah             66 
Pentateuch      Psalm 117        Psalm 119          2 John 
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RULES FOR DAILY LIFE 

Begin the day with God; 
Kneel down to Him in prayer;  
Lift up thy heart to His abode,  
And seek His love to share. 
 

Open the book of God, 
And read a portion there; 
That it may hallow all thy thoughts,  
And sweeten all thy care. 

Go through the day with God, 
What’er thy work may be; 
Where'er thou art - at home, abroad,  
He still is near to thee. 
 

Converse in mind with God, 
Thy spirit Heavenward raise;  
Acknowledge every good bestowed,  
And offer grateful praise. 

Conclude thy day with God, 
Thy sins to Him confess; 
Trust in the Lord's atoning blood,  

And plead His righteousness. 
 

Lie down at night with God, 
Who gives His servants sleep; 
And when thou tread'st  the vale of death,  
He will thee guard and keep. 

From: Search and Solve: Bible 
Activity Sheets by Betty De 
Vries [Illustrated by Donna 
Greenlee] Baker Books, 1998. 

Jonathan and David are best 
friends. Starting at different 
places, they are going to meet in 
the centre of a field. Can you help 
each of them find the right path? 
You’ll find a story like this in       
1 Samuel 20.        
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On Saturday, 10th March, 2007 a large number of family 
and friends gathered to say farewell and Godspeed to 
Peter and Lindy at the Church in Taree. 
 

For Peter and Lindy it signalled a time of great change: 
not only were they leaving Taree and going to Canberra 
but they were resigning from the ministry of the Presbyte-
rian Church of Eastern Australia and joining The Re-
formed Church of Australia. Several jokes were made 
about Peter now being “van Gadsby” and having to deal 
with hard headed Dutchmen. Peter felt he had had some 
practice working with Bernie De Haan for several years!  
 

Neil Robinson chaired the meeting and several people 
spoke of Peter and Lundy’s involvement in the church 
and the community for over 15 years 
 

The Session Clerk, Bernie De Haan, read the apologies 
and remarked it was a sad and happy occasion. He 
thanked the Gadsbys for their godly leadership and excel-
lent preaching. He said it was not “Aufwiedershen” but 

”Tot ziens”. Paul Harris, from the Presbyterian Church, 
thanked God for every remembrance of them and his 
prayer for them was that they would carry on the good 
work with joy.  
 

Ron Jones, representing the Manning Bible Talks, gave 
praise and honour and glory to God for their work with 
this group. Peter had been able to do whatever was nec-
essary and keep the organization running efficiently. They 
would be sadly missed. 
 

The Rev. John Cromarty and the Rev. Ray Murray spoke 
of his leadership and how his presence would be missed 
at the Church Courts. They also spoke of their great 
friendship over many years. Ray brought good wishes 
from the Northern Presbytery and the Northern Rivers 
Church 
 

John said in going to Canberra, Peter, as a servant of 
King Jesus, had embraced the big picture. The Lord who 
gives guidance is greater than a denomination. All 
through his ministry Peter had had a loving and caring 
helpmeet in Lindy. Indeed she was a wife more precious 
than rubies. 
 

Before the presentations were made, a power point pres-
entation of the life of the Gadsbys in Taree, prepared by 
Marcus and Shelley Gadsby, was shown. We saw great 
changes in the family - in size, number and appearance. 

It brought back many happy memories to all. 
 

Then presentations were made on behalf of the congre-
gation as well as one by Renee Harper representing 
LinCs [Love in Christ] because they had been so helpful. 
Nita Reed, in giving Lindy a beautiful bouquet, thanked 
her for all her love, her kindness and her helpfulness at 
all times and commented that while they had to pay the 
minister they got his wife for free. 
 

Clive Alley thanked Peter for his preaching, his children’s 
talks, the bible study at Harrington and their work with the 
young people. He presented them with 3 framed photos 
of the Manning bridges.  Alistair Weber said they would 
always be welcome at his house and presented them with 
a substantial monetary gift. 
 

On behalf of the Tinonee Fellowship, Marshall Reed 
proudly presented them with a beautiful picture of that 
church which his wife Lynn had drawn. Marshall spoke of 
the tough and good times they had faced together and 

how this had strengthened their friendship. He concluded 
with “Love you until we die”. 
 

Then Both Lindy and Peter responded. Lindy thanked 
everyone for their generous words and love. She had 
been privileged to be invited into people’s lives in good 
times and bad times. She had enjoyed the wonderful fel-
lowship of the KYB group. She would miss everyone and 
hoped they would visit Canberra sometime. 
 

Peter spoke of how it was difficult to realize that they 
were going, that this was their farewell. He had not 
sought this calling to Canberra but when it came, they 
thought it was right to go. They were leaving the church in 
good heart which was a blessing from the Lord. It was a 
time of uprooting and going to new pastures. He thanked 
everyone for their kind words and the love and support 
shown to them over so many years. “Things won’t col-
lapse because we are not here. We leave you in God’s 
hands and with godly undershepherds.” 
 

In conclusion, Neil again thanked Peter for his excellent 
preaching and his training, commended them to God in 
prayer and everyone sang heartily Psalm 72.  
 

Then everyone enjoyed a magnificent supper and a 
chance to speak personally to Peter and Lindy and their 
children.  “To God be the glory,  Great things he has 
done”!    - Freya De Haan and Velma Kneale. 

FAREWELL TO PETER AND LINDY GADSBY. 

Neil Robinson and Clive Alley with Peter and Lindy 



                                                “CALL ME MARA” - 2 
THE BIGGER PICTURE.  

The words of Naomi to the women of Bethlehem speak 
of the Brutal Facts of Life she experienced - emptiness, 
bitterness, and perplexity. But they also impel us to look 
for the Bigger Picture - to put all this emptiness, and 
bitterness, and perplexity into larger Context. People 
have always been trying to do that - to try to find some 
sort of meaning in the bitter experiences of life. And the 
wonderful benefit of the book of Ruth is that it puts 
Naomi's experience in a Bigger Picture - and enables us 
to put ours in one too. Look at the things she still had:- 
 

                            An Inheritance in Israel.  
For example she still has an Inheritance in Israel. [1] 
She had a Physical Inheritance. In Israel, to prevent 
poverty, inequality, and slavery, a Family always re-
tained its inheritance in land. And even though Naomi 
had been away for ten years, careful track of the land of 
Elimelech had been kept. Naomi still had an interest in 
that land. Though she didn't have much else she still 
had that stake in Israel. 
 [2] But more important was the Spiritual Inheritance 
she had. To possess the land was to be 
part of God's People, and part of God's 
Possession - indeed part of God's 
House! And so it meant to come under 
the Protection and Care of the God of 
Israel whose land it was, and whose 
People lived there. And though Naomi 
was empty, and filled with bitterness, 
and feeling the distance between herself 
and God,  He was still there; His People 
were still there; His promises where still 
there, and His Care for His People was 
still there even though she only felt the distance be-
tween herself and the God of Israel. 
 

                          A Loving Daughter in Law.  
And then, she still had a wonderful daughter in law. And 
as we read this book of Ruth, we can see just how com-
mitted and supportive and resourceful Ruth was. Not 
only do we have those remarkable words in Verses 
16/17 - "Where you go I will go, where you stay, I will 
stay. Your People will be my People, and your God my 
God. Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried." 
We also see how, as soon as they arrived back and 
found a place to stay, she was out and about seeking to 
support them both.  
 

A Supportive Community.  
And going on a bit, we can also say that she lived in a 
Supportive Community. It was a godly community that 
Naomi came back to. Notice how boss and workers 
greet each other [2:4] Boaz says, "The Lord be with 
you"; and they reply, "The Lord bless you." Notice, too, 
that they're careful to put into practice God's Law allow-
ing poor people to glean in their fields. And notice, too, 
the integrity of Boaz in following out God's Law regard-
ing his marriage to Ruth. And who can really appreciate 
the value of living in a community such as that, and hav-
ing that support base in one's affliction and bitterness of 
soul.     

Faith in God.  
And last but not least, Naomi still has her Faith in God. 
Naomi might be filled with perplexity about God - and 
what he's doing with her in her life - but she still believes 
in Him and in His control of things. There may be dis-
tance, but there's no divide; there may be bitterness, but 
there is no abandoning the God of Israel. Some people, 
in their bitterness and anguish of spirit, go beyond ques-
tioning his dealing with them. They rise up against Him - 
and reject Him. They say, I can't believe in a God who 
allows these things to happen! But if we don't believe in 
the true God, what are we going to believe in? Are we 
going to believe in "Mother Nature" - cold, impersonal, 
relentless, implacable? Or the Theory of Evolution 
which has at its very heart the cruelest teaching of all - 
the survival of the fittest? And if we don't believe in God 
- who can we even blame! An Impersonal force? Naomi 
knew the answer didn't lie in any of those directions. 
She may not be able to understand; she may feel the 
distance. But she will continue to find shelter under his 
wings.  

Application  
So, Naomi still has her Inheritance; her Daughter in 
Law; a Supportive Community; and her Faith in God. 
And even though she's in bitterness of spirit, that's a 
tremendous support base to go forward from. Some-

times we forget this bigger picture. In the 
pain, distress and sorrow about what 
we've lost, we forget about what we still 
have. And that's understandable. No one 
criticised Naomi, and said, "Don't be silly 
Naomi, Count your blessings". That 
would have been cold comfort. But nev-
ertheless, it is important in the time of 
crisis, not to focus on the loss, but on 
what still remains. Its what we still have, 
that provides the basis for the rebuilding 
of our lives. The road was not going to 

be easy, but its the only road we have to take.  
 

                     THE BEST VIEW OF ALL.  
And that brings me to the last thing I want to talk about - 
and that's the Best View of All. And thankfully, this Book 
provides it for us. It shows us in real life, the outworking 
of that great principle of the word of God, that "he 
makes all things work together for the good of those 
who love God, who are the called according to his pur-
pose." Look at the unfolding of Naomi's life after her 
tragic loss of husband and children. 
 

A Royal Grandmum.  
She became a Royal grandmum. Boaz fell in love with 
Ruth, married her, and they had a son, Obed. And we're 
told in 4:16 that "Naomi took the child, laid him in her 
lap and cared for him." He was no ordinary baby. He 
was the Grandfather of King David - and one of that 
noble line from which Jesus came as you can see if you 
read Jesus' genealogy in Matthew 1.  
 

A Participant in World Salvation.  
And at this point let's pause for a moment and engage 
in a few "what ifs". What if Elimelech had not died. What 
if her two boys had not died? What if Naomi had not 
come back to Bethlehem? What if she had not faced 
Ruth with that decision on the way back? What if Ruth 
had not married Boaz? Humanly speaking, David would 
[Continued on page 15] 
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1 and 2 Chronicles— Richard L. Pratt,  
[Mentor Commentary 1998, $A65.Richard Pratt is Pro-
fessor of OT at the Reformed Theological Seminary in 
Orlando, Florida.] 
 

At the recent Banner of Truth conference a paper was 
presented on the book of Chronicles. A question was 
asked about commentaries on Chronicles. This com-
mentary by Pratt gives an excellent overview of these 
two books with careful analysis of the relationship be-
tween them and the books of Kings. The writer of the 
Chronicles obviously uses material from Kings, or from 
the same source used by the writer of Kings, but edits it 
extensively using material from other sources- compare 
the reign of Uzziah in 2Kings 14:21f and 2 Chr 26. Pratt 
seeks to explain why this is done by looking at the audi-
ence to which the original writing was directed. Chroni-
cles was written to post-exilic Israel (c.515-390BC) in 
contrast to the earlier books of Kings. ‘In addition to in-
forming his readers of the past, the Chronicler also 
wrote to convey theological perspectives’. ‘The Chroni-
cler originally wrote his history to direct the restoration 
of the Kingdom during the early post exilic period’.  
 

Pratt elucidates three main concerns addressed by ‘the 
Chronicler’: who are the people of God, the role of the 
king and the temple; and the causes of divine judgment 
and blessing. He discusses some 28 themes within 
these categories, explaining how these related to the 
original readers and how they relate to Christian read-
ers today.  
 

Pratt also gives a verse by verse analysis after outlining 
a broad chapter division:  The identity, privileges and 
responsibilities of God’s people [1Chr 1;1-9:34]:  The 
ideal united kingdom [1Chr 9:35-2Chr 9;31]: Judah dur-
ing the divided kingdom [2Chr 10:1-28:27]; The reunited 
kingdom [2Chr 29:1-36:23]. 
 
One can go to any verse and find information in this 
commentary, but his historical overview and analysis of 
themes are essential reading for a proper understand-
ing of these books. I highly recommend this book to 
preachers and students of the Old Testament.   
- Dennis Muldoon, Sydney 

 
Living Hope: Reading 1 Peter for Today - 
Paul Barnett   [Aquila Press, 2006, $19.95] 
In this excellent paper-back of 140 pages Paul Barnett 
recommends that in order to get the overall picture of this 
warm personal letter all of its 105 verses should be read 
through without interruption. The warm personal nature of 
the letter to these provinces of the Roman Empire, nowa-
days located in the Northern part of Turkey is attributed by 
the author to his belief that the founders of these 
churches were Jews converted under the preaching of 
Peter at Pentecost. They probably also received more 
instruction from Peter before they returned home to es-
tablish these churches. From Acts 2;9, we know that 
Jews from these provinces were present in Jerusalem 
and that some were converted. He also suggests that 
Peter may have visited them on his travels to Antioch (ca 
48AD) to Corinth (ca 53 AD). Throughout the letter he 

reveals some familiarity with their circumstances; 1;12: 
2;11, 15; 3;16 etc. It would seem also and not surpris-
ingly that Mark was also known to them. The letter it is 
suggested was written from Rome (Babylon 5;13) and 
conveyed to them by Silvanus who would deliver the same 
as a letter- sermon staying several days in each Church 
to further instruct them before moving on to the next. 
 
The author sees the paragraphs as the "building 
blocks" of the epistle and not the individual verses; 
most modern translation divides the text into paragraphs 
so what is suggested is easy to do. Since the paragraphs 
are the building-blocks we have to ask how each para-
graph relates to the one before and the one that follows. In 
following this method another helpful aid he suggests is to re-
set the text line since each line identifies one main idea and 
there is one main idea in each line. Adopting this method we 
will be better able to enter Peter's line of thought rather  than 
each interpreter going off with his own interpretation. It is 
imperative that we discover Peter's line of thought because 
ultimately they are the thoughts God gave to Peter. 
 
The letter is usefully divided into five parts; 
• 1:1 –1:10 God's New people  
• 2:11– 3:8 God's people in the world. 
• 3:9 - 4:6 Who will harm you?   

• 4:7- 5:11 The end is near 
• 5:12-14 Final greetings. 
 

While there was a sizable community of Jews in the 
churches originally it would seem that now the Gentiles 
were in the majority. The Jewishness of the O.T. is retold 
in terms of its fulfilment in Christ. All of the believers 
whether Jew or Gentile are the people of God. As He 
chose Abraham, he also chose them - and he reminds them 
of this comforting truth both at the outset 1;1 and at the end 
5;13. This theme runs through the epistle. They were not a 
people; now  they are the people of God - all because He 
made them His people In choosing them. They are exiles as 
Israel of old but God is still the Emancipator of slaves. 
They have been delivered by the "sprinkling of blood”, 
and they also they have a Glorious Hope of being 
brought home to a Glorious Inheritance. These great 
privileges carry with them corresponding obligations. He 
is the same God who delivered Israel of old—and the new 
Israel must also be Holy as He is Holy. 
 
The exposition of each paragraph is followed by thoughtful 
reflections and application. The theology is a thoroughly 
reformed treatment of the epistle and is expressed suc-
cinctly and with such clarity `that he who runs may read'. 
This is clearly demonstrated in the way he deals with the 
very difficult passages of 3;19 and 4;6 and his rejection of 
Augustine's view that the risen Christ went and preached to 
people in hell to offer them a second chance based on re-
pentance. He feels also that the interpretation which sug-
gests that Christ was preached by Noah to the spirits who 
are now in prison because of their rejection of his message 
does not fit the context. All this demonstrates the level - 
headedness and the care that is exercised by the author. 
In the last couple of  chapters the author deals with is-
sues such as `authorship' and `themes'. Altogether an 
excellent treatment and a useful aid for pew and pulpit 
and Bible  Study classes. 
- Ken Macleod, Maclean. 
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THE HEADSHIP OF CHRIST - 3 
    Rev. Dr. J. Campbell Andrews 

[From a Pamphlet that bears this title] 
 

THE EXERCISE OF CHRIST'S     
HEADSHIP OR KINGLY RULE 

 

Over the individual.  
The enemies of this King fall one by one in subjec-
tion to Him under the power of His Spirit and the shafts 
of His Word, and as they fall as foes so they rise 
again as fr iends to serve Him. It is true of the 
natural man that he is under the power of Satan for 
Scripture declares that he "walks according to the course 
of this world, according to the prince of the power of 
the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of 
disobedience" [Ephesians 2:2]. He must be "de-
livered from the power of darkness and translated into 
the kingdom of God's dear Son" [Colossians 1:13] by 
the exercise of Christ's kingly power. Here is His 
kingly power seen in its highest and most glorious 
exercise when "he can make the will of man subject to 
Him, in opposition to its bias and yet without forcing it; 
can softly and without constraint lead the affections 
to loathe what they loved before and to entwine them-
selves around objects from which formerly 
they would have shrunk." [Dr. A. B. David-
son, Lectures and Sermons, p. 387].  
 
He transforms the wicked heart of a man into 
a sanctuary for Himself to dwell in. The great 
power put forth with quiet command to 
calm the raging waters of the Galilean Sea 
is not so wonderful as that mysterious 
grace by which to troubled hearts and sin-
torn souls He brings the beauty of His holy 
peace. With such power He can control the will 
of as resolute a man as ever lived, yet leaving that will 
perfectly free. In a moment He can bring Saul of Tarsus 
from breathing out fierce enmity against Him into humble 
subjection asking, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?" [Acts 9: 6]. Yea, and He will so bind this man's 
heart to Himself that he will evermore subscribe himself 
as Paul, the "doulos," the slave or purchased servant of Je-
sus Christ. Where He so rules in our hearts we find that 
for us "to live is Christ" [Philippians 1:21]. His will be-
comes our law, His love our motive and His glory our 
end. We are no more our own. We are redeemed by 
His blood, delivered by His power; and we shall trust and 
love and serve and worship Him all the days of our life till 
He brings us into the kingdom of His glory. 
 

Over  the Church.  
What is true of believers individually is true of them collec-
tively as they are organized into the Church, the visible 
manifestation of the Kingdom of Christ upon earth. He is 
especially "King over Zion" [Psalm 2:6] and the 
"Head of the body, the Church" [Colossians 1:18]. Could 
any language express so strongly the Church's union with 
and subjection to her Lord as that used by Paul. There 
is, he declares, one body, one Spirit, one hope, one 

Lord, one faith, one God and Father of all. And if there 
be many gifts and graces manifested in a variety of of-
fices - apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teach-
ers - they are all for the edifying of the body of Christ 
and the growing up of believers into Him, "Who is the 
Head, even Christ, from Whom the whole body fitly 
joined to-gether and compacted by that which every 
joint supplieth, according to the effectual working of 
every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edify-
ing of itself in love." [Ephesians 4:1-10]. "He who is 
the Beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, is the Head 
of the body, the church; that in all things He might have 

the pre – eminence.” [Colossians 1:18] His will, therefore, 
as revealed in His Word and by His Spirit in the Church 
and by His providential ordering of our circumstances 
must govern the lives of all His people. It is He who 
has ordained the terms and conditions of member-
ship, the officers, laws and government of His Church. 
[As a paper to be presented at a later session of 
this Conference will deal specifically with this aspect 
nothing further will be said here.] 
 

      Over the Universe.  
For His own glory and the good of His people, He makes 
all things work together. The supreme control of the re-

sources of the universe is in the nail-pierced 
hands of our Kinsman-Redeemer. He has 
graven His people upon the palms of His 
hands, so that whenever those hands move 
in the government of the universe, it is with 
particular reference to the welfare, of those 
engraven indelibly there-on. "The Father of 
glory . . . hath put all things under His feet 
and gave Him to be head over all things to 
the Church which is His body . . . 
" [Colossians 1: 17, 22, 23]. The Church 
upon earth is placed in a hostile environ-

ment. It is a colony of heaven, an outpost, as it were, in 
the territory of the enemy, of the "god of this world" [2 
Corinthians 4:4] "the prince of the power of the 
air" [Ephesians 2:2].  
 
Yet the preservation and final victory of the Church is 
assured because in our Lord's triumph we triumph. "In 
the world," He said, "ye shall have tribulation, but be of 
good cheer for I have overcome the world" [John 16: 33]. 
"Because I live ye shall live also" [John 14: 19]. Many a 
time in the history of the Christian Church, in what 
seemed hopeless circumstances, the Word of the Lord 
came to His servants, as it came by Moses. "Fear ye 
not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord which 
He will show you today; for the Egyptians whom ye have 
seen to-day ye shall see no more for ever. The Lord 
shall fight for you.” [Exodus 14: 13, 14]. 
 
We can never be bound by circumstance, we who trust 
and serve the Lord of every circumstance. By Him 
"kings reign and princes decree justice." [Proverbs 8: 
15].  Beyond the shadows of earthly authority we see 
the substance of the heavenly. Beyond the thrones of 
earth we see the exalted throne of the "blessed and only 
Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords" [I Timothy 

 

“We can never    
be bound by cir-
cumstance, we 
who trust and 

serve the Lord of 
every circum-

stance…” 
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6:15]. Above earth's rulers "we see Jesus ... crowned 
with glory and honour." 
 
With what strong faith and unfaltering courage did the 
infant church lay hold of this great truth! The threat-
enings of their rulers in Jerusalem led them to seek unto 
the supreme Ruler. "Lord," they prayed, "Lord, thou art 
God, who hast made heaven and earth and the sea and 
all that in them is, Who by the mouth of Thy servant 
David hast said, Why did the heathen rage and the peo-
ple imagine vain things? The kings of the earth stood up, 
and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, 
and against His Christ. For of a truth against Thy holy 
Child Jesus, whom Thou hast anointed, both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, 
were gathered together, for to do whatsoever Thy hand 
and Thy counsel determined before to be done. And now, 
Lord, behold their threatenings; and grant unto Thy ser-
vants that with all boldness they may speak Thy 
word ..." [Acts 4: 24-30].  
 
That was their confidence. The Lord reigned. Even in 
Christ's death the rulers and people were but gathered 
together "to do what God's hand and counsel had deter-
mined before to be done." And they were assured that 
the very opposition of the rulers and the people to their 
testimony would be over-ruled in God's sovereign pur-
pose for Christ's glory and the good of His people. Little 
wonder that such a prayer made in such faith should 
bring such an answer. "And when they had prayed, the 
place was shaken where they were assembled together, 
and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost and spake the 
word of God with boldness ... and with great power gave 
the Apostles witness to the resurrection of the Lord Je-
sus, and great grace was upon them all." [Acts 4:31-33]. 
 
The purpose of the Lord and the hand of Christ must then 
be seen in adversity as well as prosperity. If persecution 
of the church in Jerusalem arises, it will scatter the disci-
ples to witness in every city. If Paul is imprisoned he 
will write "I would ye should understand, brethren, that 

the things which have happened unto me have fallen 
out into the furtherance of the Gospel" [Philippians 
1:12]. He will exercise his most fruitful ministry as an 
"ambassador in chains." [Ephesians 6: 20]. His prison 
epistles are Christ's priceless gifts to the Church. John is 
exiled in Patmos so that the church deprived of his 
usual ministry might be given the revelation of the throne 
established for ever in the midst of which stands "a 
Lamb as it had been slain" who alone is found worthy 
to open the seven sealed book of destiny and by His 
acts in heaven determine the events of earth. Because 
He reigneth the very "blood of the martyrs becomes the 
seed of the church." 
 
We are exhorted to "seek things above where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God." [Colossians 3:1] 
Only then shall we be able to interpret things on 
earth. Because Moses lives as "seeing the invisible" he 
is always conscious of the hand of his God in the cir-
cumstances of his life, conscious of the Ruler greater 
than Pharaoh, and of the kingdom greater than Egypt. 
The alternatives of life to him are clear, and without hesi-
tation he chooses the "reproach of Christ as greater 
riches than the treasures of Egypt.” [Hebrews 11:26].  
 
There was a remarkable difference between the calm of 
Elisha and the concern of his servant when the Syrian 
host encompassed the prophet of the Lord. He saw 
what the other did not, the unseen administration of 
heaven controlling even the wrath of men, the 
"horses and chariots of fire" interposed between him-
self and the enemy. 
 
Christ reigns. He is enthroned in highest heaven. He 
governs both the world and the church, governs the 
world for the church, governs till the number given 
Him by the Father, redeemed by His blood, shall be 
gathered by His power, and in the consummation of 
the fullness of the times He shall "deliver up the king-
dom to God, even the Father ... that God may be all 
in all." [1 Corinthians15:24,28]. 
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[Continued from page 12] 
not have been born, Jesus would not have been born, 
and we would not be here today! Those sad events in 
the land of Moab- and in Naomi's life - thousands of 
years ago, are the reason we're here worshipping God 
today! Do you not, as you think about that, say with Paul 
"Oh the depths of the riches of the wisdom and knowl-
edge of God! How unsearchable are his judgements, 
and his paths beyond tracing out." [Romans 11:33] And 
how do we know, but that in the inscrutable wisdom of 
God, these sad events today may bring tremendous 
good in years to come?  
 

An Abiding Teacher.  
But not only did she make her contribution to the salva-
tion of the world. Naomi  has now become a household 
name the world over, and the Abiding Teacher of that 
great principle that God makes all things work together 
for our Good - and the Great Lesson she teaches us is 
this: Don't stop at the brutal facts of life; look at the Big-
ger Picture - the blessings of God. But don't even stop 

there! Look at the Best Picture of all  - how God, in His 
inscrutable and amazing way can turn things around, 
and make even the most disastrous, and painful events 
turn out for our Good. and his glory. He did it in the case 
of Naomi. He did it also in the case of Jesus his own 
Son.  And He will do it for all who put their trust in Him. 
 

CONCLUSION  
Someone has likened life to a Long-Stitch looked at 
from the back - with wool going everywhere with no 
rhyme nor reason to it. But when you turn it round, you 
see a beautiful Picture.  
 

At present we look at the back. but one day, God will 
turn the frame around and we'll see His Beautiful Pic-
ture. And Naomi's Experience here gives us a little in-
sight into how it happens. Today, the Lord reaches out 
his hand and says: "Trust Me".   
 
May we do just that: Trust Him to Save us through the 
Lord Jesus; trust Him to help us and keep us; and trust 
Him to work everything out for us. 
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I’m Ready ! 

 

This month we’ve had an overflow of material in some 
areas, making many of our regular features take second 
place. And after a letter to some Congregations, some 
have responded, quickly, and lavishly with photographs. 
Some have even responded with news. That’s the sort of 
response we need!  
 

We’re particularly grateful to Mrs Margaret 
Huckett [formerly Margaret Ramsay, daughter 
of the Rev. H.W. Ramsay] for making available 
her father’s reflections on his ministry in Graf-
ton. While local Clarence people will find it of 
great interest, it has a far wider relevance for 
the whole Church. We think we’re hard done by 
in our day, but when you read about “how it 
was” in “the good old days” we realize that we 
have moved on, and things have improved con-
siderably  - even in the Church. We may have 
much fewer people, but certainly conditions are 
much better. The article teaches us that we 
have a great deal to be thankful for, even in our 
own day. 
 

It helps, too, to put into perspective our present shortage 
of ministers in the Church. We don’t want to underesti-
mate the need that exists at the present time—with Bris-
bane, the Manning River, and Ulverstone already vacant, 
and the possibility of other vacancies as ministers reach 
retiring age. But at the same time, we must try to avoid a 
crisis mentality. Such a mentality disturbs not only our 

focus, but also our faith. And when our faith is affected, 
things get out of focus. It is then that there’s the danger 
of adopting short term solutions that are not in the inter-
est of the long term work and witness of the Church. Our 
task is to be faithful to what has been handed down to us 
as a Church. If the Lord wants us to survive, He will see 
that we do. And His Church will survive. 
 

This is not to say we sit back and do nothing. 
It’s simply a recognition that a “crisis mental-
ity” is counter productive. Everybody gets 
upset, and we fail to see the opportunities, 
and use the resources that are available at 
the present time. And in these days, there is 
no reason for anyone not to access good Re-
formed teaching—even PCEA teaching— 
every Lord’s Day. Modern technology makes 
that possible at very little cost. And in the 
days and years ahead that technology is only 
going to develop even further.   
 

Travel and communication was difficult in Mr. 
Ramsay’s day. But compared to that, Travel and Com-
munication today is a dream. We can sit in our homes 
and watch what is happening on the other side of the 
world. We can sit at home, and attend Reformed and 
Presbyterian Church Services anywhere in the world! In 
this “brave new world” should we not have an IT Com-
mittee to look into some of these things, and utilize them 
for the glory of God, just as many other developments 
have been “baptized” into the service of the Gospel? 

THE RAMSAY COLLECTION…  
The Presbyterian Banner is the 
official magazine of the Presbyterian 
Church of Eastern Australia. The 
PCEA was established in 1846 and 
adheres to the Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith (1647) as its doctrinal 
standard.  
Literary contributions are welcome 
although a stamped envelope should 
be included for a response to unsolic-
ited material. Submission by email is 
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Unsigned articles are by the Editor. 
The opinions expressed in signed 
articles are those of the authors not 

necessarily of the editor or the PCEA.  
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Rev. Ray Murray, 
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INTERACTION ……  Hard Times? 

This note is from a fuller report on “The Ram-
say Collection” produced by friends of the 
Ferguson Library. The full Text of the article 
is available on The Presbyterian Banner 
website: http://pcea.asn.au/banner/  
 
“Some years ago, the Ferguson Memorial 
Library received a range of original records 
of the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Aus-
tralia [PCEA or "Free Church"] on an in-
definite loan basis. These records form the 
basis of a most valuable collection of mate-
rial for study of the history of the Presbyte-
rian Church in Australia from its earliest 
origins in the Colonies in the 19th century 
through the difficult years of the Disruption of 
1843 in Scotland and its aftermath, the sub-
sequent union of 1865 and later federations 
and unions. The Library has considered itself 
privileged to be the custodian of this material. 
 

Although numerically small with less than 30 
congregations Australia-wide in 1994, the 
Free Church continues down to the present 
day, maintaining an unswerving commitment 
to the Lordship of Christ and the absolute 
authority of the Scriptures in all matters of 
faith and practice, and constituting the oldest 
continuing Presbyterian Church in Australia 

today…………..  
 

The Ferguson Memorial Library has in recent 
years been the recipient of valuable personal 
papers of Rev. H. W. Ramsay, and of his 
son Rev. Stewart Ramsay, together with the 
complete library of a Free Church congrega-
tion and other significant items. 
 

In recognition of these gifts, the entire hold-
ings of Free Church material in the Ferguson 
Memorial Library are now held in a collection 
known as the Ramsay Collection of Records 
and Memorabilia of the Presbyterian Church 
of Eastern Australia. 
 

A number of most generous donations have 
since been received from Rev. Herbert 
Ramsay's daughter to further develop the 
"Ramsay Collection" of  PCEA material in 
the Library and to assist our work generally. 
Rev. Herbert Ramsay's daughter herself 
had a distinguished career in the NSW 
Department of Education, retiring as 
Principal of a large Primary School on 
the northern rivers many years ago. Fol-
lowing on her retirement, she proceeded 
to undertake two terms as a missionary 
teacher with the Free Church of Scotland 
mission in Peru.”   


