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Devotion: “Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope
comes from him. He alone is my rock and my salvation; He
is my fortress, I will not be shaken.... Trust in him at all
times, O people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our

refuge.”
Psalm 62: 5-6; 8
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JESUS MISSING!

"And they sought Him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. -And when they found
Him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, ‘seeking Him.” Luke 2:44, 45,

It is not unusual to take a passage of Scripture, an incident in the life of our Lord, or of
His apostles, or of some other character spoken of in Scripture, and use it to illustrate
and enforce important spiritual truths. That we propose to do, with reference to the
passage above.

An Alarming Discovery
It must have greatly alarmed Joseph and Mary, at the close of a day's journey from
Jerusalem, to find that Jesus was missing from the company. We know, in part at least,
what their feelings were in reference to the child. We know what Divine messages had
been given them concerning Him and what hopes they had through Him. And now, a
day's journey from Jerusalem, to their great distress, they find Him missing. They might
have comforted themselves with the thought that He was God's child more than theirs,
and that God would take care of Him. They might have recalled the wonderful things
that, by Divine revelation, had been said of Him. God's wonderful message to Mary in
the days of her virginity, His message to Joseph, His message through the Shepherds,
His message through the Wise Men of the East, His message through aged Simeon
and Anna the prophetess, all these they might have recalled, and so turned anxiety
and fear into restfulness, and quiet, and calm assurance until He was found again. But
it was not so, for they themselves tell us they sought Him, sorrowing. They were truly
alarmed when they found that Jesus was missing.

Giving the words a more spiritual application, we can say that it is a most alarming
thing for a soul to find that Jesus is missing. Many make this discovery on a bed of
sickness. Many make it as death approaches. But a much greater number, no doubt,
will make it when they stand before the Judgment Seat. It is bad enough that Jesus
should be missing when we think of the sweetness and beauty which His presence
imparts to life. It is bad enough that He should be missing when pain and suffering and
sorrow come to men and they have to tread the valley of affliction without His consoling
grace and the presence of His strengthening hand. But it will be infinitely worse if here-
after we shall find that He is missing: What can men do then without Christ? Will they
have a righteous-ness of their own that will stand the test? Will they have a refuge then
from sin? Oh no! With Christ missing in that day, hope forever will be abandoned, and
into outer darkness they will go. Oh, reader, will it be so with you? Is it likely that you
will be of those from whom Jesus is missing?

It is a surprising thing that Mary and Joseph should have gone a whole day with Jesus
missing. They "supposed" that he was in the company. But you would have thought
they would have made sure. The child was very dear to them. They knew something of
His wonderful future. They knew that the destiny of God's people was bound up in Him.
And yet, without knowing where He was, they allowed Him to be missing. Can you ac-
count for it? We can account for His absence from ourselves frequently, and it may be
that similar reasons had to do with His absence for so long from Mary and Joseph. Had
they not been to Jerusalem? And although they visited it every year, did it ever lose its




attractiveness for them? Remember what the Psalmist
sang: "If thee, Jerusalem | forget, skill part from my hand."
And it was a great occasion that took them to Jerusalem.
There would be ever so much to interest them, and ever
so much to talk about as they journeyed homeward. And,
either in the multitude of their interests, or in careless-
ness, the child was allowed to be absent with little more
than a passing thought concerning Him.

Ah, do you not know it, dear friends? Jesus is very dear to
you, dearer to you, it may be, than He was at that time
even to Mary and Joseph, and yet it is not difficult for you
to lose Him for a day, or even for days and weeks. The
cares of the world, material interests, an important event,
a first-born child in the house, and a thousand other
things, things, too, which are good - even God's own gifts
- and yet by these the mind and the soul are turned aside
from Christ. And while you are busy here and there, He is
gone. What need there is to watch and pray! What, need
to keep ourselves in the love of God!

Mary and Joseph did not altogether forget their beloved
Child. They rather carelessly "supposed"
that He was in the company, but too
much altogether hung upon the life of
the child for them to be merely suppos-

If Jesus is missing to you,
if you have no assurance

cially is this so with reference to those who are nearest to
them. Sometimes they build their hopes upon a very slen-
der foundation. Here again it is well to seek and pray that
the matter may be put beyond all doubt. It is a very
blessed thing to find Christ among your relatives and your
friends. Wonderful will be the joy of parents hereafter
who, in the eternal presence of God, can say, "Behold |
and the children which God hath given me."

But we would remark, giving the words a somewhat differ-
ent application, that the soul that would find Jesus has
sometimes to go aside from relatives and acquaintances.
The way of the Kingdom is a different way from that which
they take, and in that respect we must come out from
among them and be separate. We must not allow kinsfolk
and acquaintances to stand between us and Christ. If they
are wrong, why should we be? If they choose to take the
broad way, the way that leads to destruction, why should
this hinder us front taking the narrow may! "He that loveth
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me." Oh,
seeking soul, why not take the way you know to be the
way of truth and salvation, even although you must go
alone? It may be you will not always be
alone. Others, influenced by your deci-
sion and by your bearing, and inwardly
knowing that you are right, may go

ing. As a matter of fact, their supposition that He is with you, too. Who knows but that you will thus
was not correct. The matter of having pardoning your sins, not only save yourself, but also your
Jesus with us is altogether too important imputing to you His kinsfolk and acquaintance? We can
to he left in un-certainty. Here, if in any- righteousness as you readily believe that scores and scores

thing, we should seek to have all doubt
removed. If we merely suppose that
Christ is with us, suppose that we shall
be saved, if we treat the question lightly,
at the end of life's day we may make the
terrible discovery that Jesus is missing.
Let us, by reference to God's blessed
Word, be ready to give a reason for the
belief, if such we have, that it is well with our souls.

Jesus Not Among Relatives and Friends.

We shall now turn our attention to the words which tell us
that, when Mary and Joseph looked for Jesus among their
kinsfolk and acquaintance, they found Him not.

It should be a very great pleasure to us to find Christ
among our relatives and our acquaintances. It is natural to
love them, especially our relatives, more than others, and
what greater proof of that love could we have than evi-
dence of a real desire that Christ, may be found within
their hearts. It is suggestive that when Andrew first found
the Messiah he went immediately and brought his brother
Peter. We notice that Paul had many of his kinsfolk in the
Kingdom. And it is pleasing to read of our Lord's mother
and His brethren being among His true followers after His
death and resurrection. Says John: “| have no greater joy
than to hear that my children walk in truth." But Joseph
and Mary did not find Jesus among their kinsfolk and ac-
quaintance. And the hearts of many of the Lord's people
may be sore to-day because of the same sad fact. This
surely is cause for intercession at the Throne of Grace
both in secret and unitedly.

Christians may be in danger of too readily supposing that
Jesus is among their kinsfolk and acquaintances. Espe-
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look to Him by faith,
would it not be well to
go in search of him?
And would it not be
well to go at once? .

have, under God, found their way into
the Kingdom through the lead given by
others. Don't we all know it? Don't we
see it? Have we not read of it? Man
does not live to himself.

Seeking the Missing Jesus.

Mary and Joseph went in search of
Him. “When they found him not among kinsfolk and ac-
quaintance, they went back to Jerusalem seeking Him. If
Jesus is missing to you, if you have no assurance that He
is with you, pardoning your sins, imputing to you His right-
eousness as you look to Him by faith, would it not be well
to go in search of him? And would it not be well to go at
once? There is hope for you in that He commands you to
seek Him. He would not so command if He meant for ever
to hide Himself from you. Has He not said to those who
seek Him that "He will abundantly pardon"? When He
says to you, "Seek ye my face," why not reply with ear-
nestness and decision as the Psalmist did, and say, "Thy
face, Lord, will | seek.”

The parents of the Child went back to Jerusalem in
search of Him, and they spent time in seeking Him. After
three days they found Him. Some will never find Him be-
cause they do not take time. Seriously-minded reader,
you take time about your earthly affairs; perhaps you have
already taken time and given much thought and care to
the ordering of your estate in view of death. Why not take
time to seek Jesus if you fear that He is missing? Tell me
this. Have you taken time “to seek Him, even with fasting
in your eagerness to have Him, and yet have never found
Him? If you do not find Him the first day, why not continue
the search? Mary and Joseph did so, and finding Him did
not mean more to them than it does to you. [To p3—]
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BLOGGING ABOUT...
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, PCEA!

As most will know, the 10th October is the anniversary
of the founding of the Presbyterian Church of Eastern
Australia. Strictly speaking, of course, our birth date
goes back far beyond that. But that’s the day when we
began our existence under that name. This year we’ll be
161 years old.

We're thankful to God for our continued existence.
We've never been a large church, but God has main-
tained us. We're thankful, too, for the Confession He’s
given to us to bear to the world, and the noble history
that we’re heirs to. We have a rich history filled with
great sacrifice and noble service. The present genera-
tion has a lot to live up to in terms of privilege, confes-
sion, and service.

As our birthday comes - and goes - let’s thank God for
his goodness to us, reflect on the great principles He’s
given to us, and resolve to explore them more, and
serve Him better in our respective spheres of service
and witness. It’s a milestone we ought to mark with a
conscious effort to understand what we stand for, and
what we’re about. The Rev. HW. Ramsay, writing about
the “needs and outlook” of the Free Presbyterian Church
in 1929 has summed up our needs and outlook today.
We've reproduced it under “The Presbyterian Agenda.”
It's a must read!

POLITICAL CORRECTNESS?

According to Lee Duigon [Chalcedon Blog] the US Bu-
reau of Prisons, as an aid in “protecting the country from
terrorism," has ordered the removal of thousands of reli-
gious books, tapes, CDs, and videos from federal prison
libraries (see The New York Times, Sept. 10, "Prisons
Purging Books on Faith From Libraries"). He says “a
spokesman for the government said the reason for this
action was to keep the prisons from being used as re-
cruiting grounds "for militant Islamic and other religious
groups." And tongue in cheek he asks: “"Other" reli-
gious groups? When was the last time anyone saw a
Methodist strapping on a suicide belt?”

He argues that “the Bureau of Prisons is a prisoner of
its own ideology of political correctness. To avoid offend-
ing Muslims, the Bureau has decided to treat all religions
the same. Baptists, Buddhists, and Baha'is are all to be

viewed as just as apt as Muslims to slaughter unsus-
pecting patrons at a pizzeria.” He says “the intention is
not to empty the prison libraries of all religious materials.
The Bureau spokesman said, "We really wanted consis-
tently available information for all religious groups to en-
sure reliable teachings as determined by reliable subject
experts." But as Duigon goes on to point out, if the aim
is to get rid of material that “discrimates,” “that disquali-
fies everyone but the most insipid universalists.”

Contrast this attitude with that adopted by Saudi Arabia.
In a news item in the September “Presbyterian Life”,
under the heading , “Leave Bibles at home” Christians
are warned to leave their Bibles at home. According to
an article in the Jerusalem Post, the Saudi Arabian gov-
ernment continues to bar Jews and Christians from
bringing items such as Bibles, crucifixes and Stars of
David into the country and is threatening to confiscate
them on sight. The news item goes on: " A number of
items are not allowed to be brought into the kingdom
due to religious reasons and local regulations," states
the Web site of Saudi Arabian Airlines, the country's na-
tional airline. After informing would-be visitors that items
such as narcotics, firearms and pornography may not be
transported into the country, the Web site adds: "ltems
and articles belonging to religions other than Islam are
also prohibited. These may include Bibles, crucifixes,
statues, carvings, items with religious symbols such as
the Star of David, and others." An official at the Saudi
Consulate in New York, who declined to give her name,
told the Post that anyone bringing a Bible into the coun-
try or wearing a crucifix or Star of David around their
neck would run into trouble with Saudi authorities.”

Isn't it strange - or is it - that the two extremes meet and
produce the same result: The crushing of freedom of
religion and freedom of speech - one from a Universalis-
tic point of view, and the other from a Particularistic point
of view! It reminds us that freedom of religion and free-
dom of speech are under attack everywhere to day.
And in a year when we’ll be asked to vote for our na-
tional Government, its high time we examined our atti-
tudes - and theirs - on this fundamental issue. Freedom
of speech is not the right to interrupt public meetings or
a public speaker speaking at that meeting, or to disrupt
the lives of others, as some seem to think. It’s the right
for a person to speak freely, openly, and politely about
what he or she believes. We may disagree entirely with
what they say. But we should defend their right to say it.
Only when a person’s beliefs pass over into illegal activ-
ity should the State become involved.

And where did they find Him? "After three days," we read,
"they found Him in the temple." "Wist ye not that | must
be about My Father’s business?" or, as it may be read, "in
My Father's house"? Yes, in His Father's house they
found Him. And He must be about and in his Father's
house to-day. "Where two or three are met together in My
name, there am | in the midst of them." Seek Him in se-
cret. "Enter thy closet" and shut the door so that no one
can disturb you, and that you will be seen of none but
God and the angels; and, if you do not find Him behind
the shut door, go on seeking Him there. And seek him in
your Bibles, for there He speaks to men. It is through His
Word applied to your souls that He speaks to-day and
gives assurance of acceptance. Seek Him in these two
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places, and seek Him elsewhere, but do not neglect to
seek Him in His house where His Word is read and
preached and His name is praised. Seek Him there, for "it
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save
them that believe." And "the Spirit of God maketh the
reading, but especially the preaching of the Word an ef-
fectual means of convincing, and converting, sinners."
Seek him in these places, with your whole heart in the
search, and see if you do not find the missing Jesus. |
once got much comfort from those words in the metrical
version of the Psalms -"Thou hast not forsaken them that
truly seek Thy face."

- Our Banner, August 15", 1930.
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A SHAMEFUL ANNIVERSARY

The September issue of the “Evangelical Times” draws
attention to the ruby anniversary of Britain's 1967 Abor-
tion Act on the 27 October this year. But as it points out,
“there is nothing to celebrate. Since its inception this leg-
islation has sanctioned the death of some seven million
unborn children. Abortion is a ghastly practice, unworthy
of any civilised society. The whole nation should be
ashamed that we have let it persist for so long. The latest
figures show that there were 201,173 abortions in Eng-
land and Wales during 2006 - performed on 193,737 resi-
dent women and 7,436 non-residents. This was the first
time the 200,000 barrier has been breached. There is no
redeeming feature in these grim statistics.”

When it was mooted and passed in 1966, [David Steel's
Medical Termination Bill] proponents of the Act said that
its provisions were designed to help overstretched moth-
ers with large families, poor housing and little financial
support. Forty years on, the report continues, “Abortion
today is mainly carried out on young, fit, single, childless
women with healthy unborn children.... The original legis-
lation was framed to assist a few difficult cases. But dur-
ing the last 40 years, its boundaries have been rolled
back so that in 2007 we effectively have abortion on de-
mand ....... Abortion has become deeply embedded in
our nation's lifestyle. The Royal College of Obstetricians
and Gynaecologists [RCOG] recently confirmed this sorry
state of affairs by asserting that abortion is an essential
part of women's healthcare services”. In fact, the Report
indicates that “it is now estimated that one in three UK
women will have an abortion during their lifetime.”

It is almost an understatement to say that “something has
gone seriously awry” and draw attention to the “The bio-
ethical slippery slope” that the Act introduced. However, it
does indicate some “crumbs of comfort.”

[1] Despite all the talk about abortion being a woman's
right and meeting her healthcare needs, our collective
conscience retains an intuitive sense that it is abnormal
and wrong. Indeed, even its ardent supporters are grow-

ing uneasy about the physical and mental ef-fects of
abortion.

[2] There is mounting evidence for a link between abor-
tion and the onset of breast cancer [the so-called ABC
link], while adverse psychological consequences have
also been recorded. Abortion can never really be in the
best interests of women and their unborn children.

[3] Doctors and nurses are refusing to get involved. In
April 2007 the RCOG reported “a slow but growing prob-
lem of trainees opting out of training in the termination of
pregnancy and went on to issue a warning that Britain
could face an abortion crisis because an increasing num-
ber of doctors and nurses are refusing to get involved.”

May the Lord deliver our society from such a practice too.

IT SURE MAKES YOU WONDER .....

The September issue of the “Australian Presbyterian”
carries an article from R.C.Sproul, a distinguished Ameri-
can Reformed Teacher and Lecturer. It’'s headed, “Buy
now, pay later “ [subtitle: “There are no short cuts in the
Kingdom]. In the course of the article he says this:

“Recently | went to my orthopedic surgeon armed with
the hope that somehow | could find relief from degenera-
tive arthritis. He checked my knees, my shoulders, and
my spine and concluded, "All you need is ... a brand new
body!" | thought to myself, "Where can | go to get a new
body?" | almost said to my doctor, "You know, | have an
appointment in heaven. When | get there | will receive a
new body. A glorified body. A body with no arthritis. No
bones spurs. No aching joints and creaking bones. My
new body will be like Jesus' resurrected body."

Until then, however, | must endure the daily disintegration
of the body | have. In heaven | will be able to walk to the
first tee, take out a ball and club, and swing with a fluid
motion without spending several minutes stretching and
bending to limber up. In heaven [which surely has beauti-
ful golf courses], | won't have to carry a bottle of Ab-
sorbine junior in my golf bag....... ?
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THE DISRUPTION IN NEW SOUTH WALES.

In the first article in a series on “The Free Church in Aus-
tralia” the late Rev. John Sinclair of Geelong, outlined the
Disruption in the Church of Scotland in 1843 - when
some 474 ministers left the established Church. In this
article he outlines its effects in the young Presbyterian
Church in NSW.

The departure from it of so great a number of ministers
and people, and the deep impression made by the
weighty arguments of the leaders, caused great concern
to the Synod here. Serious discussion resulted, till a
separation took place. Ministers elders, and people felt
that they could not be true to their solemn vows and to
Holy Scripture by remaining in connection with the Estab-
lished Church. The honour due to their Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ required their separation. They could not
have full fellowship with men who were bound by State
tyranny, which usurped the right of their Lord to rule in
His own house, the church.

So they decided to with-
draw from them. This
agreed with the direction
in 2nd Thessalonians 3:6,
"We command you, breth-
ren, in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye
withdraw yourselves from
every brother that walketh
disorderly, and not after
the tradition which you
received of us." The deci-
sion reminds us of the gra-
cious and touching testi-
mony of some young and
pious Covenanters in
Scottish Church history. In
1610 Isabel Alison -was
hanged for refusing to give
up the principle or Christ's sole Headship. Her words are
worth repeating: "l could have my life on no easier terms
than denying of Christ's Kingly Office; so | lay down my
life for owning and adhering to Jesus Christ, His being a
free King in His own house." And, "l think my life little
enough in the quarrel of owning my Lord and Master's
sweet truths." Her devout companion, Marion Harvie, in
the 20th year of her age, suffered in the same way and
on the same day. She said: "l lay down my life for adher-
ing to the truths of Jesus Christ, His being a free King in
His own house."

These good women felt that this principle was worth dy-
ing for. It is grievous that men professing religion, and
even ministers, consented to their death, as Saul of Tar-
sus did to the death of Stephen. But it is pleasing to
know that some ministers, elders, and people of the
Synod of New South Wales felt, as the heroes of the dis-
ruption in Scotland in 1843 did, that it was also worth
living for.

The majority of the Synod of Australia were determined
to remain in connection with the Established Church of
Scotland. Thus they declared that it was not wrong for
the Church to obey civil rulers in forcing spiritual rulers to
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The Constitution.of the Presbyterian Church.of
i Easterh Australia;October 10, 1846

|

place unworthy ministers over congregations against the
people's will. The splitting of the Home Church into two
parties was followed by the rending of the Church here.
The immense worry, severe privations, and sore divi-
sions which were caused by the "moderates"” in the
Home Church to the Free Church in Scotland seemed to
be their own fault in the view of the majority. Thus they
acted as if people deserved to stiffer for their adherence
to the pre-eminence of Christ.

Let it not be forgotten that the Moderates were a minority
when they forced the Majority out of the Church with the
aid of the civil power. The vote in the Established Assem-
bly before the Disruption was 241 for the Free Church
party's claim, and 110 for their opponents, But in New
South Wales it was a minority that left the majority. The
principle held, however, was the same. The last meeting
of the unbroken Synod of Australia was marked by a
painful discussion for three days. It was painful for two
reasons to the faithful mem-
bers: Painful it was because
past fellowship was to cease;
and because those who were
being left held fast to what was
all offence against the Lord's
sovereign right to rule.

)] The Scripture saith: "Obey
them that have the rule over
you, and submit yourselves: for
they watch for your souls, as
they that must give account,

i that they may do it with joy and
not with grief." No civil rulers
can without sin compel Christ’s
Church officers to obey them.
And the spiritual and ordained
officers must be disloyal to
Christ if they place spiritual
matters under the control of the State.

Both the honour due to Christ and the true prosperity of
His Church were the motives that led to the formation of
the Free Church in New South Wales on 10th October.
1846. The brethren who formed it were Messrs. William
Mcintyre, Moderator of the new Synod: John Tait, clerk;
and Colin Stewart, afterwards joined by Mr. Taylor, minis-
ters; and Dr. Hill and Mr. S.
Martin, elders. The name
taken was "The Presbyte-
rian Church of Eastern Aus-
tralia," which it still bears.

"Subject to Christ in every-
thing" may be said to be its
motto, and its practical aim.
Dear young folk, just note
that there would be only
one visible Christian
Church on earth if this were
fully carried out.

- Rev. John Sinclair, Our
Banner, August 15" 1930,
p275.

The first Moderator - Rev
William Mcintrye, A.M.
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CHILDREN - A GIFT OF GOD

“Sons are a heritage from the Lord, children a reward
from him” [Psalm 127:3] The parallel character of Hebrew
poetry demonstrates the reliability of this translation and
reinforces this fundamental truth: Children are a Gift of
God. And in looking at them there are three things we can
think about: [1] Children Really Are a Gift from God; sec-
ond, [2] Children are a Precious Gift from God; and finally,
we’ll look at [3] Children in the Purpose of God.

CHILDREN REALLY ARE A GIFT.
The first thing that needs to be emphasised is that Chil-
dren are a Gift from God. In our modern world this can
easily be lost sight of. But the Bible leaves us in no doubt
about it.

Shown in the Psalm ltself.
For example, it’s shown by the Psalm itself. The opening
words stresses the fact that God’s blessing is indispensa-
ble for any progress made in life at all. Human toil and
care are pointless without God’s bless-
ing. Except God builds the house, they
labour in vain that build it; except the
Lord keeps the city, the watchmen watch
in vain. Early rising and late going to bed
doesn’t profit at all. And having said all
this, the Psalmist — to bring home the
point to us — points to children: Look, he
says, even children come from the Lord.
They’re a heritage, a reward, a gift from
God — something that God gives freely,
and if he doesn’t give, we don'’t get. So,
not only by the words used, but the whole
message of the Psalm brings this truth
out to us: Children are a gift of God.

Shown in the Whole Bible.
But this truth is indicated in other places
in the Bible too. God’s People in every age, were deeply
conscious that children were a gift from God. [1] When
Eve gave birth to Cain, her first words were: “I have got-
ten a man from the Lord’ [Genesis 4:1] — indicating her
awareness that it is God who gave the child to her. [2]
The same truth is also expressed by Jacob in his reply to
Rachel. Remember how Rachel was envious of Leah and
her children, and she said to Jacob, “Give me children, or
I'll die.” And then we're told that “Jacob became angry
with her and said, “Am I in the place of God, who has kept
you from having children?” [Genesis 30:2]. In that reply
Jacob clearly recognises that the giving or withholding
children is God'’s prerogative — and Rachel should have
realised it too! [3] Another example is the case of Hannah
— the mother of Samuel. She was shown in a remarkable
way that children are a gift of God. [4] And all this is un-
derscored by David’s words in Psalm 139: “You created
my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s
womb. | praise you because | am fearfully and wonder-
fully made; your works are wonderful, | know that full
well.” [13/14]

Overlooked Today.
This truth is almost completely ignored today. We're re-
peatedly told that the birth of children is something that
happens in the “course of nature.” There’s nothing mi-
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raculous, nothing wonderful, nothing supernatural, about
the birth of a baby. But God’s Word tells us that where
ever we see a child we see God'’s gift. When John Calvin,
wrote his Commentary on the Psalms he said this: “The
majority of mankind dream that after God had once or-
dained reproduction at the beginning, children were
thenceforth begotten solely by a secret instinct of nature,
God ceasing to interfere in the matter.” If he could say
that 500 years ago, how much more can we say it today.

To the vast majority, children are fruit of natural proc-
esses, and can be disposed of according to the whim of
the mother. They talk about “the wonder of birth”, but lying
behind all the nice words is an anti-Christian philosophy
of rebellion and selfishness. And nothing demonstrates
the modern contradiction of this verse more than the prac-
tice of Abortion — which has achieved epidemic propor-
tions everywhere. What a monstrous insult to our great
God and King! How can a society that institutionalizes
such practices escape the Judgment of
M God? Over against this idea we must say
loud and clear: Children are a Gift of God
—a legacy, a heritage from the Lord.

CHILDREN ARE A PRECIOUS
GIFT OF GOD.

The second thing we need to think about
here is that Children are a precious gift of
God. Notice the words used here: They’re
an “inheritance” and a “reward”. We value
] 2 legacy left to us. And we just love
1 “rewards” - even if it's only petrol coupons
§ from Woollies! Children are a free and
bountiful reward of God to us. And that
carries with it a number of implications
which we ought to think about.

Thankfulness.
For example, if we have children — or if there’s children
among us — we ought to thank God for them. Surely it
must be the height of ingratitude to receive the gift — and
not thank the giver, especially for such a gift that has such
potentiality to enrich our lives. Yet how often we don’t
thank God for the Gift of children. He’s left out of the pic-
ture. And if God is overlooked on this important issue,
he’s probably left out of many other things as well in our
lives.

In fact, the truth is we cannot really thank God for our chil-
dren until we learn to thank Him for that Child that was
“made of a woman, made under the Law, to redeem
those that are under the Law”[Galatians 4:4-5] — the Lord
Jesus Christ. The only way we can come to God is in the
Name of the Lord Jesus. If we come in any other way it
shows that we don’t know God - or ourselves. We don’t
recognise his greatness and holiness, nor our own sinful-
ness. To thank God for our children means that we must
first come to know - and thank God for - Jesus — for that
Child who came and died on the Cross for our salvation.

Care.
Another implication of this Precious Gift of children is that
we should take Care of them. It’s very disturbing to see a
person misusing and mistreating a gift that’'s been given.
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It indicates their attitude to the Giver. Today we have a lot
of righteous indignation about “Child Abuse” — and rightly
so. But if we feel like that, how much greater must be the
just anger and wrath of God when he sees children
aborted, abused, and parents not taking care of their chil-
dren, not only materially, but spiritually. And yet isn’t this a
marked feature of our society today: Parents don'’t really
care for their children. They either over — indulge or idol-
ize them, and give them a free reign to do just as they
want, - or else neglect them altogether. Some try to live
out their own unrealized dreams and ambitions in their
children or fear being labelled “restrictive.” in dealing
with them.

But even among those who care, parents concern them-
selves with material things, and don’t care about the
child’s spiritual well being. They make great sacrifices to
get their child a good education — but care nothing about
education in the truth. “When he gets old enough”, they
say, “he can choose what religion he wants — if he wants
any”. What a tragic lack of concern! The area that's most
vital to the child’s development, usefulness, and safety is
relegated to the area of indifference. They’d never think of
saying that about a child’s diet! You don’t hear many say-
ing, “Oh, I'll let him choose what he’ll eat —and he’ll
choose good food later on!” We know that’s absurd. And
yet that’s the reasoning many follow with regard to the
most important thing in life: Their knowledge of God. And
this teaching them the truth, must be in word and deed.
Teaching is of little value if it isn’t reflected in life. | sup-
pose every Christian parent would love to hear their chil-
dren say to them, as they saw them take part in Christian
Observances: “What does all this mean?” But often it’s
not heard because there isn’t sufficient interest shown by
the parents to start with. And if the child did ask, how
many would be able to explain simply and clearly what
baptism is, or what the Lord’s Supper Means? If God has
given us children — either as parents, or as a Congrega-
tion - we have a duty of care regarding these precious
gifts God has given.

Blessing.
And one other implication of Children being a Precious gift
to us is that God has intended them to be a blessing to us
—and not a burden. Sometimes children are regarded as
a chain about the parent’s neck — an inconvenience: “Oh,
I've got the children!” Dare we say that if children are a
gift of God, given for our enrichment and joy. Are God’s
gifts burdens? Thank God for the children. If he didn’t give
them, we wouldn’t be here!

But you might say: “Children can be a great source of
trouble and sorrow in life. Can we then say that they’re a
great gift, given for our good, when we have to look at
their rebellion, and bear the anguish they may cause?’
Let me answer that question with another question: Even
in the midst of sorrow would we say, “l wish they’d never
been born?” No! a thousand times no! If our children have
not walked in the ways of God or if they’ve become a
source of difficulty in life, we have to look at ourselves first
— at where we’ve failed — and then we must look to God in
Repentance and Faith — to ask for our own forgiveness,
and to pray for our children. Indeed, they may be the
means God has appointed to bring us — as well as them —
near to himself. And Christian parents have every reason
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to pray to the Lord for their children and go forward trust-
ing in His grace and mercy. Not only has he given us the
gift, but he’s given us the great and precious ordinance of
Baptism that contains a most wonderful Promise — that He
will not only be our God, but the God of our Children as
well. Let us plead that promise for our children today.

CHILDREN IN THE PURPOSE OF GOD.
And the final point we consider on this verse is the place
of children in the purpose of God. Why does he give chil-
dren anyway?

The Cultural Mandate.

To answer that question we must go back to Genesis 1 to
the very creation of the world. God said to our first par-
ents, “Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth and
subdue it.” God created the earth to be developed and
enjoyed. To do this, Adam and Eve needed helpers. And
children are our helpers in that great task of subduing the
earth. Isaiah 45:18 tells us that he did not create the earth
to be empty, “but formed it to be inhabited.”

The Consummation of All Things.
And so it shall be! The earth will be inhabited — peopled
by a number that no one can number, and made up of
every nation on earth. Satan will not destroy the work of
God. And if we go forward in the name of Christ, we and
our children — and our children’s children - will enter into
that glorious world that God is preparing for his People. It
will be a family affair. Like the OT saints, we shall be gath-
ered to our Fathers in Christ - and our children — and their
children’s children - will be gathered to us in that glorious
Kingdom of God. What an inspiration we have to love our
children, nourish them, teach them, pray for them, and
seek to lead them to the Lord Jesus: That they — and per-
haps generations yet unborn - may live in God’s Pres-
ence, and dwell together with us in a new heavens and a
new earth. Let us be like the Father of the Faithful. Of him
it was said that he would “command his children to keep
the way of the Lord.” [Genesis 18:19]

CONCLUSION.
Children are a Precious Gift of God to us. And for that
reason we should be thankful for them, care for them, and
regard them as great blessings. All this has special refer-
ence to parents.

But it has implications for us all — for the Congregation, for
couples with no children, and for single people. Jesus
never had children — so don’t think you’re a second rate
citizen in his kingdom if you haven’t! You have the most
noble example to follow. But the fact that He didn’'t have
children didn’t stop him from loving them, and caring for
them, and blessing them.

And that should be our attitude. Whenever we see a child
we see a gift of God - and we ought to extend to that child
all the help and encouragement we can - that they may
grow up in the fear and nuture of the Lord. Above all, we
ought to be very careful not to put a stumbling block in the
way of that child coming to know the Lord. He said it
would be better for that person to have a mill stone tied
around his neck and be thrown into the ocean. And if
we’re not honouring Jesus with our trust, and seeking to
follow him in our lives, we're doing just that: Being stum-
bling blocks in the path of God’s gift to us. [Ray Murray]
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APPEARANCES!

THINGS AREN'T
ALWAYS AS THEY
APPEAR.

A woman was flying
from Seattle to San
Francisco. Unexpect-
edly, the plane was di-
verted to Sacramento
along the way.

The flight attendant ex-
plained that there would
be a delay, and if the

passengers wanted to
get off the aircraft the plane would re-board in 50 min-
utes.

Everybody got off the plane except one lady who was
blind. The man had noticed her as he walked by and
could tell the lady was blind because her Seeing Eye dog

lay quietly underneath the seats in front of her throughout
the entire flight.

He could also tell she had flown this very flight before
because the pilot approached her, and calling her by
name, said, "Kathy, we are in Sacramento for almost an
hour. Would you like to get off and stretch your legs?"
The blind lady replied, "No thanks, but maybe my dog
would like to stretch his legs."

Picture this: All the people in the gate area came to a

complete standstill when they looked up and saw the pilot
walk off the plane with a Seeing Eye dog! The pilot was
even wearing sunglasses. People scattered. They not
only tried to change planes, but they were trying to

change airlines!

Things aren’t always as they appear!
[Contributed by Mrs Beatrice Longworth]

ONLY A SPARROW

I’'m only a little sparrow,
N 4 A bird of low degree,

N = My life is of little value,
&"‘ﬁ\(/‘l But there's One who cares for me.

!»W/A

He gave me a coat of feathers
It is very plain, | know;
With never a speck of crimson,
For it was not made for show.

But it keeps me warm in winter
And it shields me from the rain;
Were it bordered with gold or purple,
Perhaps it could make me vain.

So | fold my wings at twilight,
Wherever | happen to be,
For the Father is always watching,
And no harm can come to me.

- Our Banner, September 14™, 1929.

“You will keep in
perfect peace
him whose mind
is steadfast,
because he trusts
in you.
Trust in the Lord
forever,
for the Lord,
the Lord,
is the Rock

eternal.”

Isaiah 26:3-4

October, 2007
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URGENT NOTICE

The Maker of all human beings is recalling all
units manufactured, regardless of make or year,
due to a serious defect in the primary and cen-
tral component of the heart.

This is due to a malfunction in the original proto-
type units code named Adam and Eve, resulting
in the reproduction of the same defect in all sub-
sequent units.

This defect has been technically termed

"Subsequential Internal Non-Morality," or more

commonly known as S.I.N., as it is primarily ex-

pressed. Some symptoms include:

. Loss of direction

. Foul vocal emissions

. Amnesia of origin

. Lack of peace and joy

. Selfish or violent behaviour

. Depression or confusion in the mental
component

. Fearfulness

. Idolatry

. Rebellion

OO WN =

© 00 N

The Manufacturer, who is neither liable nor at
fault for this defect, is providing factory-
authorized repair and service free of charge to
correct this SIN defect. The Repair Technician,
Jesus, has most generously offered to bear the
entire burden of the staggering cost of these
repairs. There is no additional fee required.

The number to call for repair in all areas is:
P-R-A-Y-E-R

Once connected, please upload your burden of
SIN through the REPENTANCE procedure.
Next, download ATONEMENT from the Repair
Technician, Jesus, into the heart component. No
matter how big or small the SIN defect is, Jesus
will replace it with:

1. Love

.Joy

. Peace

. Patience

. Kindness

. Goodness

. Faithfulness
. Gentleness
. Self-control

O©CoOoONOOOTRAWN

Please see the operating manual, the B.l.B.L.E.
(Believers'lnstructions Before Leaving Earth) for
further details on the use of these fixes.

WARNING: Continuing to operate the human
being unit without correction voids any manufac-
turer warranties, exposing the unit to dangers
and problems too numerous to list and will result
in the human unit being permanently im-
pounded.

For free emergency service, call on Jesus.
[Contributed by Dr.Rowland Ward]
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“CAMP DREWE” @ LENNOX HEAD

Organized by the Brisbane Congregation
[Camp Drewe is approximately 2 'z hours south of Brisbane
and 9 hours north of Sydney.]

Guest Speaker: The Rev. Paul Seiler

Annerley Presbyterian Church, Brisbane

WHEN: Friday, 30" November, to Sunday, 2" December,
2007, commencing at 7.00 p.m.(EDST) on Friday and
concluding on Sunday afternoon.

ACCOMMODATION: Campers in dormitories, with
6 beds per dorm. Accommodation is limited to 112 people.

WHAT TO BRING: Sheets, blankets (or sleeping bag), and
pillows; towels and toiletries; hat, sunscreen, swimmers;
Bibles!!

COST: Adults, tertiary and secondary students - $60.00
Primary students -$45.00; Pre-school children -$25.00
Children under three years -Free; Family - $200.00

This cost includes all meals from Friday night supper

to Sunday lunch

FOR APPLICATION FORM AND REGISTRATION CONTACT
Mr. Stewart Carswell,

85 Barmore Street, TARRAGINDI QLD 4121

Forms should arrive no later than 16" November, 2007.

SEARCH WORK - OCTOBER

SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE
Intermediate omit questions 3 and 6

REVELATION - Chapter 10
1. What happened when John ate the little book in the angel’s
hand ?
Chapter 11
2. What happened after the witnesses had been dead for three
and a half days?
3. When the seventh angel sounded, what did the voices in
heaven say?
Chapter 12
4. What was the result of the war in heaven between Michael and
the dragon? (2 verses)
5. What did the dragon do when he saw he was cast to the earth?

Chapter 13
6. Who will worship the beast that rose out of the sea?

Chapter 14
7. How many were standing with the Lamb on mount Zion?
8. What was said of the dead that die in the Lord?

JUNIOR

GENESIS - Chapter 21

1. How old was Abraham when Isaac was born?

2. What did God say to Abraham after Sarah told him to cast out
the bondwoman and her son? (2 verses)

3. What did the angel of the Lord say to Hagar when he called
from heaven? What did she see when God opened her eyes?
[3 verses]

4. What did Abraham do after he planted a grove [or tree] in Beer
-sheba?

SEARCH WORK TO: MRgs I. STEEL, PO Box 193, EPPING 1710.
E-mail: iesteel@gmail.com
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ACTIVITY PAGE......

Psalm
104 is a song to
God the Creator. Many
of its verses talk about
things God has made. Fill in
the blanks and then find the
objects hidden in the
picture on the next

page.

15. God’s World

From: Search and
Solve: Bible Activ-
ity Sheets by Betty
De Vries
[lllustrated by
Donna Greenlee]
Baker Books,

The of the air nest by the waters;
they sing among their branches.

v. 14 He makes grass grow forthe |
and plants for man to cultivate—
bringing forth food from the earth.

v. 16 The of the Lorp are well watered,
the cedars of Lebanon that he planted.

v. 17 There the birds makethewr __ ;

the has its home in the pine trees.

v. 18 The high belong to the wild goats;
the crags are a refuge for the coneys.

v. 19 The  marks off the seasons,
and the knows when to go down.

v. 21 The roar for their prey

and seek their food from God.

SEEING GOD.

“Long ago men who did not believe in a Creator-God were puzzled as to how an eye came to be there in the
body. The only explanation they could give was that the body lay in the sun for thousands and millions of years,
and at last the sun, beating down with its light and heat, opened up an eye in the skin where there was no eye be-
fore. How foolish to try to account for such a complex organ as the eye in this way! But in their fumbling ignorance
they stumbled upon a great spiritual truth. It is that God can create a response in the human heart that makes Him
visible and real. This response is what we call faith. Paul could say in all sincerity, at a time of sore testing: "l know
whom | have believed". The absence of faith leaves a man as blind as an owl, and though he be taken to the light,
he does not see it or feel it. But God tells him, “Face the light, and the light will create a response in your nature
and you will see God.” For God says: “Those who seek me early shall find me.” [Proverbs 8:7]”
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WEB WATCH... Peter Carswell

BOOK REVIEW ......

Protecting Kids [and Ourselves]

Working with a number of technically-skilled IT people it
is quite interesting to compare the differences of opinions
between them and some Christians | have talked to about
Internet safety for children. | don’t know whether it is be-
cause they are technically more capable or else Chris-
tians are naive, but the difference between the views are
quite stark. And for my mind, as one who qualifies as a
computer nerd and a Christian | find myself aligning to
the views of the technical, predominantly non-Christian
people. | realise this view maybe a generalisation, but |
can genuinely say | have been quite astounded at what
appears the lack of knowledge of the dangers associated
with accessing the Internet both generally and specifically
for children.

As an example, the Network Administrator where | work,
has a policy at his home that all sites are blocked to kids
unless he first checks them out. If a site is deemed suit-
able, then it would be added to a list of “allowed” sites.
And yet | have had conversations with Christians where
they are of the opinion that their children wouldn’t look for
anything which would need such vetting. Whether this is
true, is a matter for them as Christian parents, but they
are forgetting the other side of this issue. The danger
posed to their loved ones by other people on the Internet.

While the Internet does offer an amazing wealth of infor-
mation, and some very useful information is really easy to
find...it does sometimes take a fair amount of effort to find
an answer to a particular question. Some might be in-
clined to think of the Internet as a huge library where all
the information is stored and you just need to search the
shelves. Unfortunately, what people don’t seem to real-
ise is that this while the front doors of this library may be
in a sunlit park with birds singing, the library is so huge it
stretches away into a most seedy and dangerous part of
town.

And while you are looking for something there are the
chances that you (or your children) will stumble across
some objectionionable material. A worse danger is that
some of the people lurking are predators of the worst
sort.

It should be understood that for many reasons to censor
the Internet is not feasible. However, launched last
month, the Australian government has put together an
excellent package aimed at protecting kids and adults
alike from the dangers posed by the Internet.

http://www.netalert.gov.au/

There is some very good information contained here, par-

ticularly the “NetAlert — A parent’s guide to Internet

safety”. This is a pdf downloadable document. Some of
the most important points, | think:

Have appropriate software installed, not only including
anti-virus, anti-spyware but also content filtering soft-
ware.

Any Internet-connected computer should be in public
area of the house, not a child’s bedroom

Always have communication lines open between parents
and children

Stress that children (especially) should never provide —*
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BEYOND GREED by Brian Rosner, Matthias
Media 2004. Price: $21.

Brian Rosner, a teacher of NT and Ethics at Moore Col-
lege, is the main author and there are supplementary
chapters by Philip Jensen, John Dickson and others.

In a day of rampant consumerism, this is a timely book.
Greed is not a fashionable concept today and would be
ranked by many, including some Christians, as an out-
moded topic, along with other Biblical teaching such as sin
and repentance. In our society money is viewed as a
measure of success and there is seen to be shame in be-
ing hard up. Political campaigns are geared to appeal to
greed and the parties promote their ability to enrich.

Mr Rosner shows the frequency of references in Scripture
to greed, linking it quite clearly to idolatry, and showing
that those who practice it are its secret worshippers. To
the early Christians, greed was a mark of a pagan lifestyle
and not fitting behaviour for a believer. He then looks at
how healthy attitudes to money can be developed and dis-
cusses Christian giving. This is a most helpful book, look-
ing at attitudes, rather than actual budgeting. It might have
been useful to have a guide at the back on further reading,
including such things as how to budget (sorely needed
today); there are plenty of guides available on how to in-
vest your wealth, but little for those with few resources.

| have only three difficulties about the book:

1.The chapter on Contentment is helpful, but living stan-
dards have risen so rapidly that there are many Christians
who are comfortably off, but don’t see themselves as such
because others have so much more.

2. The comments about giving money away and trusting
the Lord to provide are correct, but surely it is also respon-
sible to have enough to provide for calamities or for care in
one’s old age.

3. It is suggested that Christians give up prestigious ca-
reers for low paid jobs so that they can spend more time
with the family. On one level, this sounds good. However,
while Christians can be salt and light in any workplace, we
especially need Christians in strategic and influential areas
of society — as CEQ’s of businesses, in politics, in leader-
ship in police and defence forces, in the Public Service, in
education etc? If Christians move out of these réles, then
who moves in?

Apart from these quibbles, this is a first class book and
highly recommended. - Anna F. Ward

personally identifiable information to any one on the Inter-
net, especially in public chat rooms and the like.

The government is offering free content filtering software
from this same site. However, it must be highlighted that
this software is not foolproof and does not negate the re-
sponsibility of parents to supervise children at all times
while they access the Internet. | am still looking at the best
tool to achieve the highest level of protection for my chil-
dren, but with the knowledge and software provided on
this website there is no excuse for not starting to do the
same for your own family.
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SARAH’S DAUGHTERS ...

Christian Aboriginal Parent-
Directed School
Kurrawang

[Luse Tamata writes about the work of the Christian Abo-
riginal Directed School at Kurrawang. We're grateful to
Luse for this insight into the school, and for her work
there. She is pleased to report that the Lord has provided
a teacher for the school, beginning next term. Please re-
member Luse and her colleagues and the school in your
prayers.]

Kurrawang Aboriginal Christian Community is located
about 15 kms west of Kalgoorlie in the Goldfields, West-
ern Australia. It is approximately 600 kms west of Perth.

The community was established in the 1950's as a mis-
sion by the Brethren church. Today, it has approximately
120 residents, a primary school, a church, a shop/ office
and about 30 houses. The community is run by an Indige-
nous board - mostly from the local Wongatha or 'Wongi'
people.

Luse Tamata

The school has two sister schools which also belong to
the CAPS group - Christian Aboriginal Parent-directed

Schools, and all three schools come under the govern-
ance of the same Indigenous board.

I came to Kurrawang in January 2006 to teach at the pri-
mary school. In my time at the school student numbers
have fluctuated between 25 - 40. It is not uncommon for a
family to come to the community for a few weeks and the
children to attend school, before moving back to where
ever they have come from.

As a staff we meet every morning at 8.30 to have a devo-
tion and pray together. The school day for students be-
gins with student devotions and involves singing, prayer
and a short devotion from the Bible. Then the time be-
tween devotions and lunchtime is spent doing literacy and
numeracy - the students’ greatest area of need. Other
subjects are studied after lunch.

Most of the students are related to one another and this
helps contribute to a warm, caring atmosphere at the
school. The students are very warm and friendly and this
makes working at the school very rewarding.

This year | have been teaching Junior Primary which in-
volves students from year 1 - 4 (or K - 3 NSW equivalent).
It is one of the great privileges of working in any Christian
school to speak to students of spiritual things. Just this
past week the students were quietly doing some colouring
in and they started chatting about heaven. | was able to
discuss the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus with them
and stress the importance of knowing and trusting Jesus
in this life because there would be no second chances
after we die.

A few weeks ago a little boy in year 2 was doing a picture
to go along with his story in his English book. He drew a
big swing and coloured it in a bright, golden yellow colour.
He proceeded to tell me it was Jesus' swing!

We often pray in staff devotions that the Lord would bless
the Word the students hear and as they learn more about
God we hope that, in time, there will be a harvest. For
some students, school is one of the few stable things in
their lives and we know that as they grow up and move
onto high school, the difficulties and temptations they will
face will be very real. But again, we look to God and trust
that He will not allow His word to return to Him void but
that it will accomplish that which He pleases.

Seminary, MA.

“Someone said that if God sent two angels to earth, one to rule an empire, and the other to clean a street,
they would each regard their employment as equally distinguished. True faithfulness regards nothing as
small or unimportant.” - Dr. J.R. Miller, Our Banner, October 16" , 1928.

“When we think of life in terms of the self, we enter a psychological world. When we think of life in terms of
the Biblical God, we are in a moral world. We in the West have moved from the latter to the former - from one
worldview to another.” - David F. Wells, Professor of Systematic and Historical Theology at Gordon-Conwell Theological

October, 2007
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MISSION ...

| sat on the roof of the Landcruiser as we sped along the
rough road. 10 minutes it took to drive from the small dirt
airstrip into the small town of South Horr. A red sand de-
sert landscape spotted with Acacia trees typical of the
African landscape hugged us close as we drove by. Day
was approaching dusk and | sat with my face to the wind
marveling at the sheer steepness and height of the moun-
tains either side of the valley.

| could hardly believe that this would be home for the next
year or more. A Random donkey, a few camels, some
monkeys in a tree, a herd of goats. There was plenty to
see in this lush valley. It truly was as | had heard, one of
the most beautiful and remote places in all of Kenya. A
Samburru tribal man walking, seemingly in the middle of
nowhere. Where is he walking from? Where could he be
going? His Samburru's rich dark skin, cloth bright red and
green worn as a covering, and many brightly coloured

From Mike Alley in Kenya

prove faithful" At this time | am conscious that the Lord
wants me to be faithful to His call and the message of
Eternal Life, that | will be faithful in sharing this with the
young men in this school. Despite some feelings of appre-
hension of adjusting, overall | have peace in God's plan
for me to be here.

An AIM Missionary family living near the airstrip picked us
up and had taken us to the school. | had previously ar-
rived in Nairobi the capital of Kenya two weeks before.
The first week | undertook orientation with the AIM Office.
| was scheduled language Lessons in Swabhili, shown the
ropes of public transport, did a home stay with a Kenyan
National couple and taken through much material on cul-
ture and things | need to know to setup life here. This last
week we have been staying in Kurungu near South Horr
with the Missionary family learning the ropes of the area.

beads he was adorned with, brought
life to the already fascinating land-
scape.

We entered town. Small one room
buildings, tin roofs, some concrete
walls, some with just logs or tree limbs
fastened together. This was much
more remote and simplistic than |
could have imagined. The lack of elec-
tricity and running water in the town
now seemed so understandable that |
could see the buildings and the lack of
infrastructure as we know it.

South Horr

KENYA

Praise God for:

O The great orientation we have
had so far into Kenyan and the Sam-
buru culture.

O Fora great AIM Missionary fam-
ily that live only an hours walk from
South Horr that have Solar power and
internet we can use, and have been so
helpful and is a great comfort to have
them close by.

O For having a great friend Tim to
keep company with and share this ex-
perience with.

Just as quick as we had entered town,
we had reached the last of the few buildings. That was it?
| did know not to expect much but the reality of seeing it
gave me a twinge of apprehension. The landscape in-
stantly changed from one of many large green trees to
only a random acacia; the ground from rich red sand to
hard and stony. This was the beginning of the desert that
surrounded the lush valley of South Horr.

We took an immediate left, up over a rise and there before
us on an arid ground were three buildings on the side of a
hill. Surely this wasn't Nyero Secondary School!! But |
knew it was. Not a tree, garden, playground, not even a
cement path! Just three buildings on the side of a arid
stony hill. | could not imagine working here as a teacher!!
And what about our accommodation? There just didn't
seem like enough buildings. Could | seriously survive liv-
ing here one year? We discovered our little one room
shack a stones throw up the hill sitting there all on its own.
Inside, two beds, and a small table. It was quality built,
two windows, quality brick walls and a tin roof. But here in
the middle of no-where, with not even a tree to sit under?
And what about living here just a stones throw from the
students 24/77

Nyero Secondary is a Boys Boarding school for Samburu
teenagers from outlying desert area's and this is now my
place of work. God tells us in 1 Corinthians 4:2 "Now it is
required that those who have been given a trust must
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Please pray for me:

For starting school next week, starting to grow rela-
tionships with students, and that God would help
me to teach quality lessons. That God would use
Tim and | to show Jesus in our lives to these stu-
dents.

O

We have decided we might be best looking into our
options of alternate accommodation. Although it
would be poor anywhere we go, we think it may be
wise not being on the site with students 24/7.
Please pray for God's leading and provision in a
place to live.

O

To the adjusting emotionally to a new place, cul-
ture, job, lack of transport, electricity, regular com-
munication and my friends and family.

O

Thanks for all your support. It is a great encourage-
ment to me to be part of a team doing this work.

In Jesus,

Mick Alley

My Postal Address in KENYA. [Post will take between 6-
12 weeks to get to me]

C/- Kenya Branch Office

Africa Inland Mission

PO Box 21010 - 00505
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PRESBYTERIAN AGENDA

Our Needs and Outlook

The needs of a truly Christian Church are supplied by
Christ, and, whatever be our needs, it will be well to be
looking to Him. Who says through the Apostle, "My God
shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory
by Christ Jesus." What are some of our needs?

Men for Ministry
We need men of God for the ministry. We require men
who are willing to devote their lives to the preaching of the
Gospel, and to seek to point poor sinners to Christ, and to
strengthen the Lord's people. There is no grander work on
earth. And here we issue an appeal to the young men
who fear God to come to the help of the Lord against the
mighty. It is true there will be much to be borne for the
Saviour's sake. There will be sacrifices to be made, and
burdens to be endured, but never could a kinder and truer
Master be found. Moreover, their bread will be given
them, and their water will be sure, for so has the Master
promised. In addition, there will be the great joy of spend-
ing and being spent for Christ, and, no doubt, of being the
instrument of saving souls. What a joy is this! What pleas-
ure unspeakable it will afford to meet in

the better land a soul that has been won [T

for Christ through one's labours. Was it
not this joy that the saintly Rutherford an-
ticipated when he said, as rendered into
verse:-

"Oh, if one soul from Anwoth

Meet me at God's right hand,

My heaven will be two heavens P
In Immanuel's land.”
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if we believe them to be in accord with the will of the Mas-
ter, we should not be afraid to pro-claim them, and elders
and people should loyally stand behind the ministers
when this is done. In addition, our young people should
ever be encouraged to examine and study the distinctive
principles of our Church, and her former contendings for
the truth. | am persuaded that one of the reasons why
there is such a falling away among the churches today is
because of lack of interest in such matters. Let us con-
tinue to do what we can to remedy this evil.

The Outpouring of the Spirit
Above all, we need an outpouring of the Holy Spirit. With-
out this, all is vain. Paul indeed may sow, and sow abun-
dantly, and Apollos may water without sparing, but unless
Gad give the in-crease, all is in vain. And that blessing;
comes in different ways. Sometimes there is a great out-
pouring, which seems to come all at once, as was the
case with Israel at Mizpeh. Then again there are the gen-
tle showers, or the distilling of the peaceful dew, one soul
being brought to Christ after another, and all so peacefully
and quietly that, to outward observation, there is little to
indicate the presence of revival. But, in whatever way the
Lord be pleased to send it, we hope it
may be His good will to send it soon, and
that our eyes may be privileged to behold
it. Let us pray that this may be so.

People of True Piety
Our Church needs many men and women
of true piety, devoted much to prayer.
o Where revivals have come in days gone
by, it has generally been found that they

And, above all, there will be the approba- v

tion of the Master Himself: and His words

of welcome: "Well done, thou good and

faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of

thy Lord." We appeal to the young men of

our Church to ponder this matter. The

ranks of the ministry are thinning, and

there is an increasing call for those whose hearts the Lord
has touched. Many seem to fear the course of' training
required, and the expense it involves, but if they come
trusting in God, all difficulties will be removed, and the
path be made straight and plain.

Missionaries
Again, we need men and women for the Mission field. We
send money to the Missions, but this is not enough.
Among all our young people, are there none to say, "Here
am |, send me"? The days of the greatest blessing to the
Church have been those when she was most attentive to
the needs of others. May we soon have the great joy of
seeing some of our very own in the Mission field.

Loyal Members
Also, our Church needs people who are loyal to its princi-
ples. We have no need to be ashamed of those principles,
but reason rather to be proud of them. If there was any
cause to be ashamed of them we should desert them. But
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were preceded by the earnest, en-treating
prayers of a faithful band, sometimes very
few in number. May the gracious Lord be
pleased to remember the prayers being
offered, and to add to the company of
intercessors.

Our Outlook for the Future
We close by referring briefly to the outlook of our Church.
As to the future, we would say that is in the hands of God.
Secret things belong to Him. We have been passing
through a time of stress and trial. But there are indications
of better days. Both spiritually and materially we appear to
be on the up-grade. And | have no doubt whatever as to
the ultimate success of the principles for which we stand.
These are founded on the Word of God and must prevail.
We shall pass away, but the principles for which we con-
tend will remain. God will take care of His own truth. And
this truth is a precious heritage. We have received it of
God, that it might be transmitted to our children. It is not
only our privilege to do this, but also our duty. We dare
omit no part of it. If we did we should be unfaithful to our
God, to ourselves, and to the generation to come. Let us
then continue boldly and fearlessly to declare the whole
counsel of God, being assured that

"His truth at all times firmly stood,
And shall from age to age endure.”

[H. W. Ramsay, “Our Banner,” October 15th, 1929]
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CHURCH LIFE..
MISSION AWARENESS DAY - TAREE

“It has been a wonderful presentation of the variety of
work done and a reflection of the diversity of mission”,
were the closing remarks of our chairman, Neil Robinson.
Nine missions set up excellent displays of their work and
spoke of their aspirations. Speakers ranged from enthusi-
astic young people to experienced campaigners.

The young guns of the day were 3 members of The New
Tribes Mission based in Laurieton. They were involved in
taking people to remote stations so they could experience
tribal conditions before committing themselves to this type
of mission. A DVD captured a team entering a remote
village to survey the feasibility of going there to live, learn
the language and customs with the long term view of tell-
ing the good news of Jesus.

Prison Fellowship has the three pronged vision of trans-
formed lives, restored families and reconciled communi-
ties for all offenders. lan Minnis, NSW Director, said this
was the responsibility of both church and community.
While in prison people live such regimented lives that they
find constant decision very stressful after release. The
fellowship focuses on helping everyone adjust to become
respected members of society. A successful transition to
the world means less likelihood of re-offending.

Then Max and Marian Townsend took us to the streets of
Wingham late on Friday and Saturday nights to meet the
hundreds of teenagers gathered there. They are well
known in their bus advertising ‘Jesus carries our load’.
Their obvious love for everyone gives the young people
confidence to trust them to take them home or take them
to the Refuge. Max in his own inimitable style said to lan
Minnis, “We hope to catch them before they get to you!”
Marian spoke appreciatively of all the help they received
from the Police and the community that had provided gifts
and practical aid which kept them on the road. They
praised God for the way He had protected them in this
great work over many years.

Paul Morris, the representative of the Christian Witness to
Israel (CWI), related some of his dealings with Jewish
people at the Booktable in Bondi. There he meets many
backpackers from Israel who were keen to see Australia.
Paul wants to setup a network of homes which will offer
hospitality for a few days at major tourist centres.

In Israel the church is growing despite many difficulties.
After many years of believing the state of Israel invincible
some residents are having doubts about its ability to with-
stand so many pressures.

Local lads Mick Alley and Tim Short are teaching in re-
mote Kenya under the umbrella of the Africa Inland Mis-
sion (AIM). So, of special interest was the talk given by
the Australian Director. Len Leislighter said that although
the AIM had been in Africa since 1895, 1065 tribes still
had not heard of Jesus and his love. However African
countries such as Nigeria have taken up the challenge
and had sent 200 missionaries to other countries.

It was sobering to learn that half the population in Uganda
is under 15 because of AIDS and civil war. Children care
for children because there are no adults left alive in their
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families. He finished with this prayer for Africa.
God bless Africa,
Guide her leaders,
Guard her children,
Grant her peace. Amen.

Light relief was provided by Una Han who told how her
two weeks camping trip to the Northern Territory with the
Aboriginal Indigenous ministry changed her life. She was
pulled out of her comfort zone by the primitive conditions
but she gained a love for the outback and its people.
Brent Dawson, AIM Director, then reported that Aboriginal
Elders have asked that well trained Bible Teachers come
to their communities to help the people overcome their
many difficulties such as poor health, little education, few
job opportunities and low self esteem.

For almost a hundred years The Christian Blind Mission
has been ministering to blind and partially sighted people.
8,000,000 people, including children, have had cataracts
removed. Restored sight allowed people to resume mak-
ing a positive contribution to their communities. CBM dis-
tributes vitamin A tablets to help combat sight problems
caused by measles etc. David Chambers, himself techni-
cally blind, told us how the mission cooperated with other
agencies in the NT by buying and storing the expensive
equipment needed by specialists to cure blindness.

LinCs (Love in Christ) is a local Christian group which
‘picks up those who fall through the cracks’ between other
relief agencies. The volunteers help with such needs as
overnight stays before hospitalization, transport, and
friendly visits to needy homes. The newly elected Coordi-
nator Derek North, challenged everyone to be involved by
becoming a Supportive Member. This would provide fi-
nance and a prayer backing for the volunteers as they do
this vital service in the community.

Now it is over, it’s for us to find our part in this great work
of making Jesus Known. Thank God for a wonderful day.
[Velma Kneale]

Mr. Dick McLellan is to speak at a missionary meet-
ing in the Taree Free Presbyterian church (PCEA)
on Saturday 3rd November at 7.00 pm.

HUNTER BARRINGTON.

We were sorry to learn that the Rev. Sam Tamata has not
been well, and is on sick leave at presence. We trust he
will make a speedy recovery. We also express to him our
sympathy in his recent bereavement.

The Congregation are hosting a Missions Day on Satur-
day, 29th September. Speakers are Rev John McCallum
‘The Biblical Basis of Mission’; Mr Dick McLellan -
‘Mission to Ethiopia’; Dr Noel Weeks - Middle Eastern Re-
formed Fellowship; Miss Vida Jurkovic -Lithuanian Chris-
tian Literature Ministries; Rev Dr Dennis Muldoon ‘Mission
to India’. We trust a Report will be available for the No-
vember Issue.

THE NORTHERN RIVERS

The Congregation rejoiced in the Baptism of three chil-
dren on the Lord’s Day, 9th September. The children were
all from one family - Vashti, Ronnie, and Mahala Zuill.
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BETWEEN YOU AND ME ......

Some of you may remember [I] that in the first issue | some of our records, and theological books, onto Com-
edited, | mentioned several Bible passages [The New puter, so that they’d be available electronically for a wider
Covenant, Hebrews 8; The Last Shake Out, Hebrews public! For example, as | look through back issues of
12:25-29; and “Purifying Heavenly Things,” Hebrews “Our Banner” | see a great deal of worthwhile material -

9:23] that were challenging, and asked for some input on indeed sufficient material to make the current publication
them. Silly me! Did | really expect anyone to write in and almost superfluous. Most of the issues that we face, and
give me their view on these passages? | must confess the information that needs to be got out, lies tucked away
that | thought some may like to enter into the in those volumes. If only this material could be made
spirit of the task, and make the magazine an available on disc! If you have spare time [!] and want
interchange of thoughts on Biblical Topics. It something challenging, let me know. Age is no bar-
was not to be, and | think we’re the poorer for rier - but you will need access to a Computer and a
that. The Bible says that “iron sharpens iron”. Scanner. Wouldn't it be wonderful if we had 5 re-
Perhaps we’re afraid of being too sharp! plies; no, 3; no - even one would make us very
happy indeed.

| also promised to reproduce William Mcin-
tyre’s booklet on Baptism. | started scanning it,
an intended to include it on the “Banner” website
where there would be much more space for it happy to say | received one reply - from Rev.
than in the magazine. However, that's no longer Dr. Rowland Ward. Apart from thinking there
and option at the moment, but the scanning will be com-  might be fewer readers, judging by the web stats, he
pleted in due course. MeanWhiIe, if any would like to ac- Said, “The pictures - quah’[y and number - are excellent
cess this Booklet it is available on the web already, along on the web. The ye”ow colour is not my favourite. Why
with many other worthwhile books. In fact over the paSt not blue or vary it? More white space on pages, or better,
year I've been seeking to get most of my library on com- 3 more modern layout could be helpful.” Thanks Rowland

Last issue | gave the opportunity for people to
write about The Presbyterian Banner. I'm

puter. It cuts down on space! for taking the time to interact. We'll take your comments
This raises another issue. I'm sure there must be a num- ©n board. In future, if no one contributes articles or news,
ber of people who would enjoy immensely scanning we’ll have plenty of room for white space!

Upcoming Event- 2008 The Presbyterian Bamner isthe

Church of Eastern Australia. The
PCEA was established in 1846 and
adheres to the Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith (1647) as its doctrinal
standard.

Literary contributions are welcome.
Submission by email is preferred.
The opinions expressed in signed
articles are those of the authors - not
necessarily of the editor or the PCEA -
and may not be reproduced without
permission.

Unsigned articles are from the Edi-
tor, and may be reproduced without
asking for permission.

Editor:
GEELONG BIBLE CONFERENCE - 4th- 6th July 2008 | [FU%0 e

Rev. Gordon Keddie (Southside Reformed 33 Tallowood Street,

. . . . South Grafton,
Presbyterian Church, Indiana) will speak on: NSW. 2460.
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