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Devotion: “And he made known to us the mystery of his  
will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in 
Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have 
reached their fulfillment - to bring all things in heaven and 
on earth together  under one head, even Christ.”  
Ephesians 1:9-10 
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 THE MINISTRY OF GIVING - 2     
The Rev. George Ball continues his study in 2 Corinthians 9 

 

It is sometimes said that money talks. It can tell a lot about the man who has it. Thirty 
pieces of silver once talked.  What they said told us nothing about the value of the Sav-
iour – but they told us a lot about Judas, and a lot about money, and a lot about men. I 
wonder what does money say about you? 
 
This is the second of two consecutive chapters that Paul devotes to the subject of giv-
ing. He has been organising a collection in the churches for the poor in the Jerusalem 
“mother’ church. He appointed a management committee of three (ie. Titus and two 
others, 8:16-22) to take up and transport the collection from Corinth to Jerusalem. It’s 
useful to note the “psychology” the apostle used in raising the funds. He could have 
reminded them of their duty and obligation in light of the Old Testament teaching and 
practice. He could have wielded the big stick. He could have applied his authority as an 
apostle. He could have named and shamed. Instead he used encouragement. Just as 
he used the Macedonians’ example of giving to encourage the Corinthians (8:1-3), so 
he uses the Corinthians’ generosity and enthusiasm as an example to encourage the 
Macedonians. This is not rivalry or comparing or competing. This is rather a case of 
provoking one another to good works. The example of one church may stir up and en-
courage another church to give more generously. He wants them to be ready when the 
management committee arrives – so as to avoid any possible embarrassment. Imagine 
having a visitation of Presbytery – and no one in the congregation has prepared! That 
would be embarrassing all round. Be ready – step up to the mark and deliver what you 
promised. Look what giving produces: 
 
Giving Will Be A Blessing To You. [Vs.6-11] 
 
Every farmer knows the principle: “He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.”  It’s a law of nature. It’s also the rule 
of spiritual economics. Some argue that this encourages a “penny in the slot” mentality 
– the more you give the more you will get. This argument is sometimes used in fund 
raising. There is the story of one radio evangelist who promised, “Send us $20 and 
God will give you back three times what you give.”  He received a letter from a listener 
with the sensible suggestion, “Why don’t you pay us $20 and you’ll receive what you 
need three times over!” It only illustrates that those who say such things either do not 
believe it themselves, or do not believe it applies to them, otherwise they would be rap-
idly giving away their money. 
 
So how does this work? If I give my tithe can I expect to get back a return on my giv-
ing? Yes you can! Except that the interest you will receive may not be in $$$$’s, but 
something far more beneficial and durable. The blessings may or may not be financial. 
In all probability they will be spiritual. Consider these promises: - “God is able to make 
all grace abound toward you, that you always having all sufficiency in all things may 
have an abundance for every good work” (vs.8). “He who supplies seed to the sower 

INTERIOR - BRISBANE CHURCH 



September, 2007 Page 2 

and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have 
sown and increase the fruits of your righteouess.” (vs.10).  
The promise through Malachi is that He will “open for you 
the windows of heaven and pour out for you such bless-
ings that there will not be room enough to receive 
it.” (Mal.3: 10).   
 
David says in Psalm 37:25-26, “I have been young and 
now am old; yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, 
nor his descendants begging bread; he is ever merciful, 
and lends; and his descendants are blessed.”  Jesus said, 
“Give, and it will be given you. Good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your 
lap.” (Luke 6:38). God is no man’s debtor. He is jealous of 
his reputation as a generous giver.  These promises 
mean that we will not be the poorer for giving to God. Mat-
thew Henry comments, “Whatever we part with for God’s 
sake shall be made up to us in kind or kindness.” 
 
Giving is to be Cheerful. 
 “It’s not the gift, it’s the thought behind it.” You’ve heard 
that before. The apostle says, “Let each one give as he 
purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or 
of necessity, for God loves a cheerful 
giver” This is where the field of grace 
and the field of nature differ. It really 
doesn’t much matter what the attitude of 
the farmer is when he’s out in the field 
sowing the seed. He may be selfish, 
greedy or angry  – but this will hardly 
affect his crop. But the believers’ attitude 
in giving is important.  It must be done 
cheerfully [the Greek word is “hilaros” 
from which we get the word hilarity] and 
freely.  
 
That’s not to say that God will not use a gift given grudg-
ingly – but it does mean the giver will not be blessed. 
[This verse reminds me of a builder who did occasional 
work on the farm at home, when he presented - his rather 
large- bill to my father this verse was scribbled on it, “God 
loves a cheerful giver”! It effectively eliminated any hag-
gling!]. 
 
Our Giving is graciously recorded.  
Paul quotes Psalm 112 to illustrate the generosity of the 
man who fears the Lord and the positive results of his 
generous giving.  The godly man gives gifts to the poor, 
which will never be forgotten 
 
We are inclined to interpret many of the promises in the 
Bible individually. One writer helpfully reminds us that 
these promises are given to the people of God collec-
tively.  “It does not necessarily follow that each individual 
in the church is thereby promised to become rich in every 
way and not, say, die early of cancer.” A church that gives 
is a church that will be blessed. Paul’s teaching cannot be 
used to support the modern so-called “health and wealth 
gospel”. 
 

Giving Will Be A Blessing To Others. [Vs. 12]. 
Giving supplies the needs of God’s people. The reason 
for the collection was to meet the needs of the hard 
pressed believers in Jerusalem. But when the Corinthians 
give they are to give “as to the Lord” who sees what is 
done in secret.  
 
Giving Will Bring Blessing To God (vs. 11- 13). 
In our Presbyterian tradition we normally have a prayer of 
thanksgiving after the offering. We acknowledge that He 
is the giver of every good and perfect gift. He is the One 
who enables us to give.  He is the One who owns all that 
we have. It is He who has prompted the giving and en-
abled the givers to give. Those who give have reason to 
bless God for the privilege of ministry, and those who re-
ceive have reason to bless God for His supply. 
 
Giving Will Make The Gospel Credible [vs. 13] 
 
Giving gives “proof” of this ministry. James asks the ques-
tion, “If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily 
food, and one of you says to him, “Depart in peace, be 

warmed and filled.” But do not give 
them the things which are needed for 
the body, what does it profit?” (James 
2:15-16). In other words we need to 
put our money where our mouth is! He 
also reminds us that true and unde-
filed religion is to visit orphans and 
widows in their trouble. A religion that 
just talks is a hollow religion. 
 
Giving Locks Believers Together 
(vs. 14).  
Giving and receiving establishes a 
bond of affection and prayer between 

giver and receiver. By giving the Corinthian church will 
have a much greater interest in the Jerusalem church and 
vice versa. Links, bonds, friendship, fellowship will be es-
tablished, transcending distance and culture. 
 
Giving Is A Glorious Circle [vs. 15]. 
Do you ever feel that with all the various needs and ap-
peals and special collections that soon the kitty (as well 
as the giver) will soon be exhausted?  Are you suffering 
from giving fatigue?  
 
What we need to do is to read 2 Corinthians 8 and 9 
again, and note the emphasis on the grace of God. We 
can never outgive God. He gives generously to those who 
themselves give in order that they may give still more and 
do so to His honour and glory. Nothing we can give can 
ever compare with God’s unspeakable gift to us – the gift 
of His Son. His grace is the motive in all genuine giving. 
When our giving is like this it becomes – not a vicious cir-
cle – but a glorious circle. So when we give, let us also 
say either privately or publicly, “Thanks be unto God for 
His indescribable gift.”  
 

What does your money say about you? 

 

“  We can never            
outgive God. He gives 
generously to those     
who themselves give       
in order that they may   

give still more and          
do so to His  honour     

and glory. ”. 

TEMPTATION. “This is a certain rule: If a man's heart grows cold, negligent, or formal in his duties and in the 

worship of God, either as to the matter or the manner of them, and this is different from his former manner, then 

one temptation or other has laid hold upon him.” – John Owen, Temptation, p58. 
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THE CHURCH PRODUCING ATHEISTS! 
This is a claim that’s been made by Anthony Horvath, 
who has taught religion to middle school and high school 
students in the USA, and now maintains an online dis-
cussion forum on Christianity where non-Christians may 
openly state their opposition to the faith and discuss it 
with him.  
 
According to a report produced by Michelle Vu [Christian 
Post, Tuesday, July 31, 2007], Horvath claims that 
Churches are producing atheists by not answering the 
questions of young people and explaining why they be-
lieve in the Bible. He points out that  that such renowned 
atheists like Richard Dawkins were raised in the Church 
but have now become some of the fiercest attackers of 
God.  He also notes that “Books like Richard Dawkins’ 
‘The God Delusion’ and Dan Brown’s ‘The Da Vinci 
Code’ do not become best sellers in a society that un-
derstands what Christianity is all about.” Church leaders, 
he maintains, are often “completely unaware” that not 
only their young people, but older ones as well, “have 
questions at all.” 
 
The solution Horvath proposes for this situation is an 
emphasis on Apologetics - the defense of the Christian 
faith, quoting 1 Peter 3:15 where Peter tells Christians 
“to be ready to give the reasons for what they believe.”  
However, he add this: “I am talking about apologetics at 
a much broader scale than normally understood. It 
should not be left to professors or specialists, such as 
C.S. Lewis. It needs to be incorporated into everything 
we do as the Church from cradle to grave.” Christians 
need not only say what they believe, but why they be-
lieve what they do. 
 
Having studied Apologetics years ago under Cornelius 
Van Til, taught Special Religious Education in High 
Schools to 12-16 year olds for eleven years, and inter-
acted with Congregations, I can identify with the con-
cerns of Mr. Horvath. We often don’t know the ques-
tions, or provide the answers. Furthermore, when we-
don’t receive any questions we often assume people 
know the answers - when in fact they don’t have enough 
information even to ask questions! 
 
Some time ago I was reading the Selected Shorter Writ-
ings of J.Gresham Machen, and in the first chapter, 
“What the Bible Teaches About Jesus” [he’s writing in 
1927] he says that if there’s one thing that’s characteris-
tic of the church “today” it’s “the alarming growth of plain 
stark ignorance.” [p24]. And then he goes on to say this: 
“Suppose you are leading a Bible Class, and dealing 
with the kingdoms of Judah and Israel…. Suppose you 
say: "Now let us get this matter straight. Who was the 
first king of the united Israel?" There will perhaps be an 
eloquent silence for a little while, and then there will be 
various suggestions. Solomon, perhaps, will be a promi-
nent candidate for the position. Finally, a gray-haired 
gentleman, the oldest member of the congregation, 
product of a better day in education, may suggest that it 
was Saul. You will say that that is correct, and that Saul 

did not exactly make a go of it. And then you will say 
that the next one was David, and the next Solomon, and 
then the kingdom was divided. When you get through, 
they will come up and say: "We never heard anything 
like it." Try that method in teaching a class. You may 
make a great hit! It is an entirely new notion to some 
people just to get the Bible straight.” [p25]. 
 
But Machen doesn’t leave it there. He goes on to show 
why it’s important to teach the historical facts of the Bi-
ble. He says: “What is the use of learning all those mere 
details? There is a great deal of use of it, I think. For if 
you get the notion that there was a true progress of his-
tory in Old Testament times, then you come to have cer-
tain conviction that is entirely absent from the minds of 
many persons who try to be good Christians at the pre-
sent day - the conviction that when our Lord Jesus came 
into this world for our salvation, he came at a definite 
point of time, and that if we had been living there we 
could have seen him; that like the author of the fourth 
gospel we could have touched him with our hands, seen 
him with our eyes, and heard him with our ears. In other 
words, you have formed the fundamental conviction that, 
unlike other religions, the Christian religion is founded 
squarely upon a body of historical fact.” [ibid] 
 
If Machen could lament this lack of understanding in the 
Church in his time what would he say about it today? 
And doesn’t this give some ground for Horvath’s conten-
tion: We have produced the atheists, because we’ve 
failed over many years to be grounded in the historical 
facts ourselves. We’ve gone for short term gain and 
we’ve received long term pain. 
 

BUSY-NESS 
We already knew that everybody was “too busy” these 
days. In a way that’s very strange, because we’ve never 
ever been surrounded with so many labour saving de-
vices. When you think about the convenience of commu-
nication in every form, and all the machinery at our dis-
posal, you would think everyone would have plenty of 
time. Such is not the case, and perhaps the reason may 
be found in a recent survey reported by AAP. It said 
“about three in 10 people said the technology intrudes 
into their personal lives and they receive constant calls 
or emails." But the survey found users were unwilling to 
give up their new hi-tech toys. Over half of all respon-
dents said they never turned their devices off, while a 
third said they only turned them off during the weekend. 
Meanwhile, 49 per cent said they were unwilling to give 
up their BlackBerry or mobile device.” With our modern 
technology comes that overpowering desire to be in the 
loop all the time. 
 
What was also obvious, but not so well documented until 
recently, is that even Christians are too busy - even for 
God. Audrey Barrick, a Christian Post reporter, writes:  
“The busy life was found to be a distraction from God 
among Christians around the globe.”   Apparently “about 
6 in 10 Christians say that it's "often" or "always" true 
that "the busyness of life gets in the way of developing 
my relationship with God." Christians most likely to 
agree were from North America, Africa and Europe. By 
country, Christians in South Africa, Nigeria, Canada, 
Singapore, Ireland, Philippines, the United States, and 

BLOGGING ABOUT... 
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the United Kingdom, are more distracted from God, re-
spectively, than those in other countries.” 
 
The study itself was conducted by Dr Michael Zigarelli, 
Associate Professor of Management at the Charleston 
Southern University of Business. According to the report, 
he had this to say: "It's tragic. And ironic. The very people 
who could best help us escape the bondage of busyness 
are themselves in chains." He goes on to suggest  that 
this development is  "a vicious cycle" prompted by 
“cultural conformity”. He describes the process thus: “(1) 
Christians  are assimilating to a culture of busyness, hurry 
and overload, which leads to (2) God becoming more mar-
ginalized in Christians’ lives, which leads to (3) a deterio-
rating relationship with God, which leads to (4) Christians 
becoming even more vulnerable to adopting secular as-
sumptions about how to live, which leads to (5) more con-
formity to a culture of busyness, hurry and overload. And 
then the cycle begins again." [ChurchExecutive.com.] 
 
In the age of the “Five Minute Bible”, and the “Five Min-
utes with God” mentality, do we not need to say enough is 
enough? Do we not need to study ways and means to 
slow down. Above all, do we not need to listen to the Lord 
our God when he says, “In repentance and rest is salva-
tion, in quietness and trust is your strength.” [Isaiah 30:15] 
Most of all we need to take time - to make time - to be with 
God, not because we’re not busy, but because we are 
busy! We need to make use of those times he has ap-
pointed for quietness before Him - the Lord’s Day, the 
Public Worship of God, Prayer, and our Personal Devo-
tions each day. Then we may be able to cope far better 
with the so called “busy-ness” of life. We may even find 
that some of the things we think are now all - important, 
are not nearly as important in the overall scheme of 
things. 
 

IS BRITAIN STILL GREAT? 
John Owen, writing from Oxford about the state of Britain 
in 1658, spoke in terms of “a spirit of error, folly, and delu-
sion” going forth “with such strength and power that it 
seems to have received a commission to go and prosper;” 
so much “division, strife, and rivalry, together with such 
evil imaginations, wrath and  revenge among brethren;” 
the “desperate outcomes of men’s temptations” being 
seen “daily in partial and total apostasy, the decay of love, 
the overthrow of faith;” “our days being filled with such 
fearful examples of backsliding as former ages never 
knew;” and “a visible decline from reformation seen 
among the professing Christians in these nations, both in 
personal holiness and in Christ.” [Temptation, pix]. If that 
was his commentary on Britain then, what would he say 
about some of the developments going on there today?  
 
From the Evangelical Times [July, 2007] we have this re-
port: “A government report on how Islam is taught in British 
universities would, if implemented, signal a step towards 
the Islamisation of Britain's education system, accord-
ing to some Christian observers. This report was 
launched by previous Prime Minister Tony Blair at the 
“Islam and Muslims in the world today” conference, 
sponsored by Cambridge University in June. Here are 
some of the recommendations:- 

1. Universities should employ Muslim scholars to 
teach Islamic theology: `Students should be given the 
opportunity to learn from competent, traditionally trained 
Islamic scholars in at least those parts of the syllabus 
that directly inform everyday practice of Islam'. 
2. All universities must employ Muslim chaplains or ad-
visers to deal with the growing number of Muslim students 
on campus. More prayer rooms for Muslims should be 
provided. 
3. Islamic student societies should be better recognised and 
encouraged. 
4. Universities should cooperate with Islamic schools 
(madrassas) and colleges (dar al-alum) to break down 
the divisions between British society and the Muslim 
community. Universities should help madrassas and 
dar al-alum. These play a key role in Muslim communi-
ties and the training of future community leaders, so 
need a formal link to higher education qualifications. 
5. Islamic studies should be linked to job opportunities, 
such as teaching, chaplaincy and Islamic banking.  
6. Universities should provide add-on modules in Islamic 
studies for all students. 
7. Guidance should be given to all universities on Fri-
day prayers, Ramadan and halal food. All university 
staff should receive awareness training on Muslims 
and Islam. 
 

And then there’s the warning issued to British Hotels and 
Guest Houses about guests sleeping together. The Gov-
ernment has put Muslim and Christian guest house own-
ers  on notice that if they refuse to accept homosexual 
couples, they must also impose a "sleeping together ban" 
on all other guests. Meg Munn, a minister in the Depart-
ment for Communities and Local Government, empha-
sised that it’s illegal to allow married couples to share a 
room at a guest house or hotel while not allowing homo-
sexuals the same right. The only way owners who don’t 
want to do this can stay in business lawfully is to offer sin-
gle bedrooms to all guests.  
 

These are sad developments in a great nation. Once 
again let me quote the words of J.Gresham Machen - and 
he writes just after King George V died [January, 1936] He 
says this: “There have been times in the history of the 
British Empire when some very terrible national crimes 
were committed. But always there was a large remnant 
in the British people that had a firm and well-grounded 
belief in their obligation to the law of God. That was the 
precious salt that preserved the nation from decay, and 
gave it that marvellous stability which ought to be an 
object of emulation to the whole civilized world. Lib-
erty under the law of God - that and not far-flung bat-
tle lines or an Empire upon which the sun never sets - 
is the thing that has made Great Britain great. 
 
Today that is seriously endangered in Great Britain as 
well as everywhere else. There too there are hosts of peo-
ple who do not believe that there is a law of God, 
and the number of those who do believe it is smaller 
today, and is less influential in the heart of the national 
life, than it has ever been in recent centuries…. I am 
afraid for Great Britain today, and being afraid even for 
Great Britain I am still more afraid for all the rest of the 
world. Everywhere tyranny is stalking through the earth,  
 - Continued, bottom of page 5.                                                                                       
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While state and federal governments are rounding up 
funds to support the school chaplaincy movement, the 
private sector has saddled up in outback Queensland to 
raise $200 000.  
 

Share brokers and lawyers will trade Versace and Ar-
mani for Jackie Howe and Driza Bone as they Stock Up 
for Hope. With thousands of students directly affected by 
suicide, family breakdown and substance abuse, the 
CEO’s (Cowboy Executive Officers) plan to extend the 
proven worth of school chaplains in country schools. The 
inaugural Stock Up for Hope Charity 
Drove will push off from Hughenden, 
west of Townsville in late August, driv-
ing 1000 donated cattle to Blackall, by 
October 18th. 
 

Individuals and corporate teams have 
paid for the ‘privilege’ of sleeping in 
swags after tiring days in the saddle. 
The Drove may be the ultimate team 
building exercise, according to Rabo-
bank’s Justin Harrison. “We have 
branches throughout isolated and rural 
communities, so we understand that 
the Blackberry doesn’t matter beyond 
the Black Stump. School kids in country 
Australia need hope, at a time when 
entire communities are really doing it 
tough.” 
 

The Stock Up for Hope Charity Drove will raise $200,000 
toward the growing demand for chaplains in state 
schools in the bush. In recent years local community 
committees throughout regional Queensland alone have 
employed more than 140 chaplains, with dozens more 
schools waiting for funding. The Federal Government’s 
$115million National School Chaplaincy Program will see 
the number of Queensland school chaplains grow by 385 
this year alone, but more resources are needed to sup-
port a fulltime force. 
 

CEO of SU Queensland, Tim Mander, said communities 
own chaplaincy, long term. “The strength of our school 

chaplaincy model lies in the partnerships that are estab-
lished with local churches, schools and community 
groups. Teachers, parents, and students can all benefit 
from the support of a chaplain,” said the former NRL refe-
ree.  
 

Stock Up for Hope has provided an opening for the gen-
erosity of rural Australians through the livestock economy 
with Elders and Landmark agencies still accepting cattle 
donations for the big fund raising sale at the end of the 
drive in Blackall on 18 October.  For  further information: 

 Michelle Farrall, Capacity Builders  0409 388 
099 or mfarrall@capacitybuilders.com.au 
 www.stockupforhope.org.au/drove 
 
About Stock Up for Hope 
Stock Up For Hope is an innovative fundraising 
initiative from SU Qld. It allows livestock own-
ers to provide genuine support for the work of 
chaplains in the bush through the ‘livestock 
economy’. SU Qld recognises that in many 
cases it is difficult for primary producers to 
make cash donations, so Stock Up for Hope 
was created five years ago, relying on the do-
nation of livestock to raise funds. 
About SU Qld 
SU Qld is Australia’s fastest growing youth and 
children’s not-for-profit organisation. It is an 
interdenominational Christian organisation that 
has been operating in Queensland for more 

than 75 years. SU Qld is the largest provider of chaplains 
in Queensland state schools, with more than 200 chap-
lains statewide, and the number set to double this year. 
SU chaplains provide a safe and supportive influence in 
the battle against drugs, depression and suicide, working 
closely with other care providers within the state school 
context to bring hope to a young generation. 
 

Collectively, SU chaplains make more than 100,000 
meaningful pastoral encounters each year. They cur-
rently work with volunteers from their communities to 
raise their own funds to help young people in schools. 

SCHOOL CHAPLAINS CRACK THE WHIP….. 

and decadence disguised under a hundred newfangled 
and high-sounding names.” [The Christian View of Man, 
p 191] That was  over 70 years ago! Well may we all 
humble ourselves under the Almighty hand of God, and 
pray for the reviving of his Church. 
 

THE FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCES … 
Recently the Pope stated that Protestant Churches 
were not true Churches. Amidst all the changes, some 
things do not change. Chris Ortiz, in a Chalcedon Blog, 
expresses the abiding differences … 
 
“They are the same as they were at the Reformation. 
There are three significant ones. First is the question of 
final authority. Protestants hold to sola scriptura 
[Scripture as their final authority]. For Catholics, the final 
authority is Scripture as interpreted by the church, that is, 
the magisterium (the pope and bishops). That’s where 
Catholicism gets its teachings that can’t be found in 
Scripture, like veneration of Mary, indulgences and pur-

gatory. 
 

Second, Catholics view the church as an extension of 
Christ’s incarnation. For them, the church is divine as 
Christ was divine. One result of this is the Catholic proc-
lamation: “Come to the church for salvation, for faith in 
the church and faith in Christ are one act of faith.”  
 
 

That leads to the third difference: salvation. The Catholic 
catechism makes it very clear that you are born again 
and justified through baptism. That means faith plus a 
certain rite — which is administered by the church — is 
necessary for salvation. So, the church essentially grants 
salvation. Although this salvation is “by faith,” additional 
grace enables us “to work” to attain eternal life. And 
that’s the problem with saying we speak the same gos-
pel. One of them is clear: Christ did it; we can’t add any-
thing to that. The other one is: Christ did it, but to actually 
avail yourself of what Christ did you have to do this and 
this.” 



Scientology has attracted some high profile names, and 
received attention in the press over recent months. It 
makes extraordinary claims for itself. We need to be 
aware of its beliefs. We’re grateful to Dr.Ward for provid-
ing this summary of its teachings. 
 
Scientology claims to be ‘the only religion that offers man-
kind a proven and practical path to freedom from the tra-
vails of the past and attainment of spiritual freedom be-
yond imagination. It is the only religion that offers per-
sonal immortality – now, in this lifetime. Because Scientol-
ogy is the only religion that can answer such questions as 
who we are, why we are here, and what happens when 
we die, more people than ever are embracing it as their 
religion.’ [http://www.whatisscientology.org/html/part12/
Chp37/pg0680.html] 
 
Unlike Buddhism Scientology affirms belief in a Supreme 
Being. However, it but does not describe the attributes of 
that Being, and so does not require one to worship such 
or to address that Being in prayer. Like Hinduism and 
Buddhism, Scientology believes in past lives 
but explains this differently from reincarna-
tion doctrine. One returns not as another life 
form but as oneself but in a different body. 
Like Christian Science it addresses the 
negative in human experience but proposes 
to use a scientific technology to deal with it 
rather than deny its reality. Like Gnosticism 
it emphasises salvation through knowledge 
and supposes an essential hostility between 
the spirit and the material. It fits into the 
American emphasis on self-development.  
On the more esoteric side it employs a story 
of intergalactic relationships that critics label 
pure mythology. 
 
Founder 
The first Church of Scientology was established in 1954 in 
Los Angeles, California, USA. Its founder was science 
fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard (1911-86). He had previ-
ously outlined his philosophy in a best-selling book pub-
lished in 1950 under the title Dianetics: The Modern Sci-
ence of Mental Health. Hubbard ultimately wrote over 200 
science fiction novels and 31 church related books. It is 
said that over 20 million copies of Dianetics have been 
distributed by the church. The imprint is New Era Publica-
tions or Bridge Publications.  
 
Core beliefs 
Scientology is defined as the study and handling of the 
spirit in relationship to itself, universes and other life. 
Through its activities and studies one may find the truth 
for himself, it is maintained. The term ‘scientology’ is ex-
plained as ‘knowing how to know’. 
  
The church asserts that man is an immortal spiritual being 
or ‘thetan’ who has had many past lives (going back bil-
lions of years) in extra-terrestrial civilisations but is now 
trapped on Earth in a physical body and has lost his true 

spiritual identity. His capabilities are unlimited, but are at 
present greatly under-utilised. While it is held that man is 
basically good, he needs to escape from the impact of 
experiences in this or past lives that cause him to be un-
happy, to act irrationally or with evil intent even though 
inherently he is good and highly ethical. As these experi-
ences accumulate over time, they cause the thetan to 
become enmeshed with the material universe. He needs 
to become ‘clear’. 
 
A Clear is a person who no longer has his own ‘reactive 
mind’ (that part of the mind which works on a totally 
stimulus-response basis, is not under a person’s volitional 
control, and is the source of man’s misery), and therefore 
suffers none of the ill effects that the reactive mind can 
cause. The Clear has no ‘engrams’ (false mental pictures) 
which, when restimulated, throw out false data. When a 
person becomes Clear, he loses all the fears, anxieties 
and irrational thoughts that were held down by pain in the 
reactive mind and, in short, regains himself. It is a stable 
state not subject to relapse. 

 
A pre-Clear is a person who is on the way to 
being a Clear by means of receiving 
‘auditing’. Auditing is a central practice of 
Scientology, and it is delivered by an auditor 
(‘one who listens’). Auditing is a special form 
of personal counselling by successive steps 
which helps an individual look at his own ex-
istence and improves his ability to confront 
what he is and where he is. In this process, 
auditors employ an electro-psychometer, or E
-Meter, which could be thought of as a primi-
tive lie detector. Through its usage, it is 
claimed, auditors help isolate areas of spiri-
tual trouble or upset that exist below a per-
son’s current awareness. Once brought to 

light, such areas can then be examined by the individual 
student. Until an individual is ‘cleared’, no matter how 
able he has become by virtue of earlier auditing, it is in-
evitable that he will sooner or later sink back into the re-
active mind. That is why clearing is vital. Clear is total 
eradication of the individual’s own reactive mind.  
 
While one can become free through auditing, this must be 
augmented by knowledge of how to stay free; knowing 
the mechanisms by which spiritual freedom can be lost is 
itself a freedom and places one outside their influence, 
Scientologists believe. Accordingly, members undertake 
an on-going study of Scientology principles, with the aim 
of improving conditions in every area of one’s life.  
 
From this point one proceeds up ‘the Bridge to Total Free-
dom’ (as it is called) but by successive steps. One aims to 
be an Operating Thetan (OT). An OT is a person in a 
state of being above Clear, in which the Clear has be-
come re-familiarized with his native capabilities. Basically 
one is oneself, and can handle things and exist without 
physical support and assistance. As man is basically 
good, a being who is Clear becomes willing to trust him-
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self with greater and greater abilities. At the Operating 
Thetan III (OT III) level, one is introduced to details of 
some of the movement's more esoteric teachings which 
underpin its philosophy but are withheld from those on 
lower levels and are commonly downplayed or dismissed 
by spokespersons. It is taught that 75 million years ago 
the Earth was known as Teegeeack, part of an interplane-
tary federation ruled over by the evil overlord Xenu, who 
was responsible for bringing thetans to Earth, putting then 
in volcanoes (this is the source of the volcano picture on 
Dianetics front cover since 1968) and blowing them up 
with hydrogen bombs. Their essences surround people 
and cause harm to them today. 
 
Organisation and Finance 
There is a bureaucratic structure with different levels. 
Some courses on the ‘Bridge to Total Freedom’ can only 
be taken at certain centres. Payment is made for courses 
and these run into many thousands of dollars at higher 
levels. In Australia the major series of 16 courses to 
‘clear’ stage cost almost A$22,000 even ten years ago. 
Those who pay an annual membership ($500) in the Inter-
national Association of Scientologists are able to com-
plete the courses for about $16,000, while those who also 
undertake training over two years to become an auditor 
are required to make fixed donations of about $11,000. 
Scientology seems to attract the rich and famous. John 
Travolta joined in 1972. Media tycoon James Packer, 
through the influence of his friend Tom Cruise, a scien-
tologist since about 1990, joined in 2002. Kate Ceberano, 
the singer, is actually a third generation Scientologist, as 
her grandmother had association with L. Ron Hubbard. 
Staff are paid a basic allowance plus a percentage from 
course fees, and in many cases need the supplement 
provided by extra part-time work in other occupations. 
 
The Board of Religious Technology Center (RTC), was 
formed in 1982 as a non-profit organization to preserve, 
maintain and protect the Scientology religion and holds 
the trademarks and copyright of Scientology and Dianet-
ics. RTC is not part of the management structure of the 
Church, nor is it involved in the Church’s day-to-day af-
fairs.  Those who leave the Church of Scientology are 
generally monitored to prevent them becoming a 
‘supressive’ for publicly criticising it. 
 
A number of innocuous sounding groups are arms of Sci-
entology. The Citizens Commission on Human Rights 
(CCHR) formed in 1969 is an arm of the church that 
seeks to investigate and expose psychiatric violations of 
human rights primarily because of what is regarded as its 
unscientific diagnostic system. Without decrying some 
useful activities of CCHR, critics suggest that this not only 
appeals to the deep distrust of psychiatry in parts of the 
population but also serves to give the impression that the 
Church of Scientology is not itself engaged in what many 
would regard as unscientific diagnosis and psychological 
manipulation. 
 
Various groups, loosely called ‘Free Zone’ groups, prac-
tise Scientology outside the Church of Scientology, some 
claiming to predate the official founding of the Church, 
and all regarding the Church of Scientology has having 
deviated from Hubbard’s teachings. FANZA is the Free-

zone Association of Australia & New Zealand set up for 
the benefit of Australian and New Zealand's independent 
scientologists and students of Hubbard’s philosophy. 
 

Controversy 
The church and some of its leaders have faced govern-
ment prosecutions as well as private lawsuits in some 
countries on charges of fraud, tax evasion, financial mis-
management, and conspiring to steal government docu-
ments. In response to these attacks, the church has in-
sisted that it is a bona-fide religious organisation and that 
it has been the subject of government persecution and 
opposition by certain parts of the medical profession. A 
1983 ruling of the High Court of Australia, and a 1993 re-
port by the US Internal Revenue Service are pointed to by 
Scientologists as confirming their status as a genuine reli-
gious organisation. It currently has charitable status only 
in the USA and the UK. Critics think of it as a money-
making organization, with reference to the Supreme Being 
having only a social function not a religious one. On the 
other hand there are many devotees who certainly regard 
it as a religion. Time Magazine May 6, 1991 had a highly 
critical cover story on Scientology. 
 
Statistics 
In the mid 1970's the Church claimed a world-wide follow-
ing of 3 million, 20% of these in the USA, but a more ob-
jective estimate of active membership at that point is 
50,000. By 1994, church officials reported that there were 
13,000 church staff members ministering Scientology to 
some 8 million members through 2,318 churches, mis-
sions and related organisations in 107 countries. In 2006 
the claim is 9 million in over 3,000 churches, missions and 
related organizations. We doubt the active membership is 
more than 150,000/200,000 worldwide, perhaps only half 
that. The number in England appear to be about the same 
as in Australia and 55-60,000 seems a likely figure for the 
USA. Considerable expansion is claimed in Eastern 
Europe and more recently in Africa. 
 

Australia 
The Hubbard Association of Scientologists International 
was established in Australia in 1952. Incorporation as the 
Church of the New Faith occurred in Adelaide in 1969. In 
1972 its ministers were registered as marriage celebrants 
by the Australian Government and so it was able to oper-
ate as a church. In the late 1970s, the church in Australia 
claimed a national membership of 30,000, a gross over-
estimate in my view (possibly a mailing-list figure). It is 
thought that the committed following was about 2,000 in 
1986 and perhaps 4,000 in 1995 allowing for those en-
rolled in courses but who might not identify as Scientolo-
gists. The Census counted 1,490 affiliates in 1996, 2,032 
in 2001 and 2,507 in 2006. I suspect the current core fol-
lowing is no more than 2,000 with up to 3,000 more in a 
quite interested but looser relationship.  
 
The Australian Scientology headquarters adjoin St 
George’s PCEA, Castlereagh Street, Sydney. They may 
be next door geographically but are poles apart theologi-
cally. Scientology is all about my essential goodness and 
saving oneself by knowledge and pseudo-scientific tech-
niques according to the word of L. Ron Hubbard. Christi-
anity is about God saving rebellious sinners by the giving 
of his Son according to the Holy Scriptures. 
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WHEN PRAYER IS NOT ENOUGH  

 

“Come,  
my children,  

listen to me; I will  
teach you the fear of  

the LORD.                        
Whoever of you               

loves life and  
desires to see many  

good days, keep your  
tongue from evil                 

and your lips from          
speaking lies.                   

Turn from evil and 
 do good; seek peace  

and pursue it”  
 

[Psalm 34:11-14] 

Sometimes people - and young people - pray to God  
with great concern in their hearts about the forgiveness 
of their sins. They realize they’ve done wrong, and want 
to find peace with God. And yet they sometimes find no 
peace of mind. And then they wonder whether God 
hears them at all. But, as the following story illustrates, 
that prayer ought be accompanied by faith in what Jesus 
says, and in what Jesus has done on the Cross. God 
has already answered that prayer! The story 
itself is told by Mrs James Scroggie, the 
mother of a famous preacher of last cen-
tury, Dr. Graham Scroggie, in a very homely 
book written by herself, called “The Story of 
a Life in the Love of God.” [1908]. Mrs 
Scroggie originally belonged to the Free 
Church in the North of Scotland. 
 
“One case of conversion I shall never forget. 
The meeting had been very solemn, and we felt 
sure the Lord had been speaking to some one. The 
next morning, before we had finished breakfast, a 
woman came and wished to see Mr. Scroggie. She was 
in deep distress of soul, and said, "I have been praying 
all night, and am no better this morning." 
 
 Mr. Scroggie replied, "You have been doing a wrong 
thing." The poor woman looked at him with amazement, 
"Doing a wrong thing to pray; doing a wrong thing 
to cry to the Lord to save me?" she said. 
 
Mr. Scroggie replied: "Suppose you were very ill, and the 

doctor came, examined you thoroughly, and said, 'Yes, I 
know what you are suffering from, and I have a cure for 
that disease.' He sends for the medicine, and waits until 
it comes. It is put down before you, and the doctor says, 
'Now take that, it will cure you,' but, instead of taking it 
you keep on crying, 'Oh, doctor, save me!' The doctor 
says, “I cannot save you unless you take the medicine.'  
 

Now that is just what you have been doing. God knows 
all about you and your sins; He has provided a 

remedy, a never-failing remedy. He has sent 
His Beloved Son to die for you, and in-
stead of accepting Him as the only One 

Who can save you, you have been crying, 
'Lord, save me, save me.'  God cannot save 

you unless you accept the One He has provided 
as a Saviour."  

 
The dear woman clapped her hands, saying: "I see 

it, I'm saved"; and she was, for when we went back 
again she had been the means of leading her husband 
and several of her relatives to Christ, and they all came 
to meetings together, full of the joy of the Lord.” [p. 27] 
 
[The copy of the book from which this was taken was 
given as First Prize to Madge McSwan by the Rev. J. 
Campbell Robinson, Convener of the Welfare of Youth 
Committee, on the 9th July, 1931. Mr. Robinson later 
became her brother in law! Madge lives in Grafton, and 
is now in her 94th year [she’s also the younger sister of 
Marie, featured on page 13!]]  

ARMIDALE’S  A TEAM! 



SEARCH WORK - SEPTEMBER 
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SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE 
Intermediate omit questions 7 and 8 
REVELATION - Chapter 6 
1. What did John see when the first seal was opened? 
2. When the fifth seal was opened, what did the souls under the 
    altar cry? 
3. What did the kings of the earth and the great men say to the 

mountains and rocks? [2 verses] 
Chapter 7 
4. How is the multitude described that stood before the throne? 
5. How did the elder describe those arrayed in white robes?  
    [4 verses] 
Chapter 8 
6. What did the angel with the golden censer offer with the       
    incense on the golden altar? 
Chapter 9 
7. What is the name of the angel of the bottomless pit?  Find out 
     what the name means. 
8. After the sixth angel sounded, did those not killed by the 
     plagues repent of their works?  [2 verses] 
JUNIOR 
GENESIS - Chapter 18:15- 33 
1.  When Abraham prayed God to spare Sodom if there were ten 
righteous in the city, what was the answer? 
Chapter 19:12 - 29 
2.  What did the angels say to Lot in the morning to hasten him 
     [urge him to hurry], and what did they do while he lingered?   
    [2 verses] 
3. What happed to Lot’s wife? 
4. When God destroyed the cities of the plain, whom did he  
    remember? 

SSEARCHEARCH  WWORKORK  TO:  TO:  MRS I. STEEL,  PO Box 193, EPPING  1710.             
E-mail: iesteel@gmail.com 

One day a farmer's donkey fell down into a well. 
The animal cried piteously for hours as  
the farmer tried to figure out what to do. Finally, 
he decided the animal was old, and the 
well needed to be covered up anyway; it just 
wasn't worth it to retrieve the donkey. He invited 
all his neighbours to come over and help him. 
They all grabbed a shovel and began to shovel 
dirt into the well.  
 
At first, the donkey realized what was happening 
and cried horribly. Then, to everyone's amaze-
ment he quieted down. A few shovel loads later, 
the farmer finally looked down the well. He was 
astonished at what he saw. With each shovel of 
dirt that hit his back, the donkey was doing 
something amazing. He would shake it off and 
take a step up.  
 
As the farmer's neighbours continued to shovel 
dirt on top of the animal, he would shake it off 
and take a step up. Pretty soon, everyone was 

amazed as the donkey stepped up over the 
edge of the well and  happily trotted off! 
 

Life is going to shovel dirt on us. All kinds of un-
pleasant things may happen to us. The trick to 
getting out of the well is to shake it off and take 
a step up. Each of our troubles is a stepping-
stone. We can get out of the deepest wells just 
by not stopping, never giving up! Shake it off 
and take a step up.  
 
But we need to do so, trusting in God. The Bible 
doesn’t tell us to do this on our own. Rather it 
tells us to commit our way to the Lord, and look 
to Him. And it does give us the true perspective 
on trouble. It says: “We also rejoice in our suffer-
ings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and 
character, hope.  And hope does not disappoint 
us, because God has poured out his love into 
our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given 
us.” Romans 5:3-5 

   “CAMP DREWE” @ LENNOX HEAD 
 

Organized by  the Brisbane Congregation  
[Camp Drewe is approximately 2 ½ hours south of Brisbane 

and 9 hours north of Sydney.] 

Guest Speaker: The Rev. Paul Seiler 
 Annerley Presbyterian Church, Brisbane 

 

 WHEN:WHEN:WHEN:WHEN: Friday, 30th November, to Sunday, 2nd December, 
2007, commencing at 7.00 p.m.(EDST) on Friday and  
concluding on Sunday afternoon. 
 

 ACCOMMODATION:ACCOMMODATION:ACCOMMODATION:ACCOMMODATION:  Campers  in dormitories, with  
6 beds per dorm.  Accommodation is  limited to 112 people.   
 

 WHAT TO BRING:WHAT TO BRING:WHAT TO BRING:WHAT TO BRING:  Sheets, blankets (or sleeping bag), and  
pillows; towels and toiletries; hat, sunscreen, swimmers;  
Bibles!! 
 

 COST:COST:COST:COST:   Adults, tertiary and secondary students - $60.00 
Primary students -$45.00; Pre-school children -$25.00 
Children under three years -Free;  Family -  $200.00 
This cost includes all meals from Friday night supper This cost includes all meals from Friday night supper This cost includes all meals from Friday night supper This cost includes all meals from Friday night supper     
to Sunday lunchto Sunday lunchto Sunday lunchto Sunday lunch    
 

FOR  APPLICATION FORM  AND FOR  APPLICATION FORM  AND FOR  APPLICATION FORM  AND FOR  APPLICATION FORM  AND REGISTRATIONREGISTRATIONREGISTRATIONREGISTRATION  CONTACT CONTACT CONTACT CONTACT     
Mr. Stewart Carswell,  
85 Barmore Street,  TARRAGINDI QLD  4121 
Forms  should arrive no later than 16th November, 2007. 

DONKEY WISDOM –  
AND THE WORD OF GOD 
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ABOUT GOD.  
“God is self-giving. This is also true of the sun. Whenever the sun is seen it shines, and in shining it gives itself, its 
light, its heat, and its strange mixture of rays. God is like that. Whenever God reveals Himself, He gives Himself to 
those who see Him. The trouble is that so many do not want to see Him. The owl is a bird of the night; it hates the 
light of day. If the other birds were to tell him of the sun, its light and warmth, the owl would not believe it. At last he 
is persuaded to come out in broad daylight, But the light is too much for his eyes accustomed only to the darkness: 
he shuts his eyes tight, and then hoots: "Where is the sun?" There are people like that. They don't want to know 
God. They say that He is not there, and when they are persuaded to come to a place where they may see Him, 
they shut their eyes and see nothing. This is what the Psalmist meant when he said: "The fool says in his heart: 
`No God' " (Ps. 14). The foolish heart is shut against God, and says He is not real: he dismisses God in two words: 
"No God." - Professor R.A. Finlayson,  Our Banner, July, 1977.  

From: Search and 
Solve: Bible Activ-
ity Sheets by Betty 
De Vries 
[Illustrated by 
Donna Greenlee] 
Baker Books, 



Kids Activities 
At around 3:45 on a Sunday afternoon, I am sometimes 
accosted by a seven year old complaining of nothing to 
do. Sometimes I “suggest” reading a book, doing some 
puzzles or colouring in. To which I am informed that: 1) 
They've read all the books or 2) There are no puzzles or 
colouring in pages left or 3) They want to play on the 
computer. 
 

This month I will look at a couple of sites which may help 
with these and similar requests. They are aimed at those 
of us who have a puzzle-loving son or daughter. 
 

Edhelper (www.edhelper.com) is a non-religious though 
useful site which contains both paid and free resources. If 
you can find your way to the puzzles page, you can see 
that you can make all sorts of puzzles including: 
  * Word searches (www.edhelper.com/
wordfind_free.htm) 
  * Crosswords (www.edhelper.com/crossword_free.htm) 
and that you can build your own free puzzles. In the first 
instance with some careful reading you should see that 
you can create a basic word search puzzle with limited 
options for free. 
 

You fill in the details including Title, Number of letters 
across, Number of letters down and then the list of words 
and then click on the “Create Word Search Now!” button. 
A new page will be launched with 3 “free” options: 
  * Build a Standard Word Search Puzzle Using Your 
Words! 
  * Build a Standard Word Search with No Diagonals and 
No Backward Words 
  * Build a Standard Word Search Puzzle (do not capital-
ize letters) 
 

If you do subscribe (starting at US $20) you can create 
more than 40 different additional puzzles. Making your 
selecting from the three listed above, a new page will 
open which will include both the puzzle and the answer 
guide. 
 

I have made a number of puzzles including theme-based 
ones like Creation, Parables as well as ones like, books 
of the Bible or apostles names.  As for the crosswords, I 
like to do verses of the bible with “missing” words; but this 
is limited only by your imagination (and time). 
 

I think the only thing to remember is that this does take 
some effort on your part, and is not really something you 
can whip up in a couple of minutes with “eager” kids 
hanging around you asking “How long it will be?” or “Are 
you finished yet?” 
 

Christian Answers (www.christiananswers.net/kids/menu-
act.html) has numerous Java-based activities for kids 
some of which I feel are appropriate for Sunday after-
noons, while others – well  I prefer to let my daughter 
play with during the week. 
 

Included on this site are colouring in, puzzles and games 
with an emphasis on Genesis as history (including seven 
literal days of  Creation, Sin, Dinosaurs, The Flood, sav-
ing work of Jesus) and as a basis of the Christian faith. 
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WEB WATCH… Peter Carswell     

MISCHIEVOUS MEDIA 
According to a report on Channel 9’s Today  programme 
the Prime Minister's staff and the Department of Defence 
have been editing entries about the Federal Government 
on the online encyclopedia Wikipedia. A website called  
WikiScanner has found 126 instances where edits have 
been made. What the Australian Media did not report is 
that edits are also made by the Roman Catholic Church, 
and the CIA - among many others! But why should this be 
newsworthy to start with? The whole idea of Wikipedia - 
as a community self regulating source of information - is 
that incorrect or offensive material can be edited. Surely 
the reference to Mr. Costello as “Captain Smirk” ought to 
be edited! Mr. Downer reportedly said that Wikipedia 
might be “anti-government.” It appears that can be applied 
to other media sources of information as well. 
 

BILLY GRAHAM IN “TIME” 
Time magazine online for August 24 features an interview 
with Dr. Billy Graham about his contact with the eleven 
Presidents that he had served as a friend and “spiritual 
advisor.” It shows Dr. Graham as a humble and compas-
sionate man, able to appreciate the burden that Presi-
dents had to bear. It says: “when Graham was around, 
Presidents found themselves at ease, not on edge .. Be-
cause he made it safe to ask the simplest spiritual ques-
tions, conversations with Graham had a way of circling 
around to the eternal, to sin and salvation and to what 
death really means.” The article also has an interesting 
report on the Bush family. It says that “George H.W. and 
Barbara Bush were very grateful when he took a walk on 
the beach one day in 1985 with their eldest son. George 
W. Bush said that encounter put him on a path to a new 
relationship with Jesus and "planted a mustard seed" in 
his soul. But a few years later, he got into an argument 
with his mother about who exactly could and could not get 
into heaven. Bush maintained that only born-again Chris-
tians were eligible for entrance, as he had been learning 
in his Bible study; Barbara Bush disagreed and tele-
phoned Graham to let him settle the matter. The evangel-
ist said that while the younger Bush's reading of the Bible 
might be technically correct, he warned both of them that 
no one should try to play God-for God alone knows who 
has or has not received Christ as their Saviour.” 

MEDIA WATCH... 

DEPRESSION OVER DIAGNOSED 
According to a report by David Batty in the Guardian 
Unlimited for Friday August 17, 2007, Professor Gordon 
Parker, a psychiatrist of the University of New South 
Wales, has argued that “too many people are being diag-
nosed with depression when they are merely unhappy.” 
He says the qualifying symptoms are now so low that 
nearly everyone has them at some stage in their lives. 
This "over-diagnosis" of depression,” he says, “began in 
the early 80s, when the diagnostic threshold for minor 
mood disorders was lowered.” The information on which 
the report is based appeared in an article in the British 
Medical Journal. The claims come from his 15-year study 
of 242 teachers in which he found that more than three-
quarters met the current criteria for depression. The report 
also notes that according to the World Health Organisa-
tion, by 2020 “depression” will be the second most serious 
disease globally after chronic heart disease. 
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GODLINESS 
"The Great Gain of Godliness" Thomas Watson.    
Banner of Truth Pbk 166pp. 2006. $16.95. 
It may be said with confidence before even reading this 
book, it is excellent, commended and well worth having. The 
same can be said of all Watson's well known writings, such 
as, The Body of Divinity - the Ten Commandments and, 
The Lord's Prayer, all based upon the Shorter Catechism, 
as well as many others on various subjects. Like all his writ-
ings, this short volume based upon Malachi Ch. 3: 16-18 is full 
of sound exposition and practical application and is richly 
clothed with Biblical illustration. His style, like that of the later, 
J.C. Ryle, is clear and concise - a joy to read by the spiritu-
ally-minded ' and a challenge to the careless who are con-
fronted with the need and nature of godliness and the dan-
ger of neglect. 
 

In two parts under the heads of, "The Character of 
the Godly" and "The Good Effects of Godliness ", 
and in sixteen concise chapters, this godly palter/
teacher of 1681 in London, ministers with gifted skill 
and evident love for the Saviour Christ and needy sin-
ners. 
 

In the First Part, Watson speaks about the 'Godly's Fear of 
God, the reasons to fear God and life in the fear of God; all 
expressive of "Godliness". In the Second Part, he richly 
describes the rewarding response of God to godliness in 
his people in various practical ways. 
 
The first chapter opens with a reminder of how the `godly' 
shine in times of decline, ridicule and opposition. He 
makes the point,"The more outrageous others are in sin, 
the more courageous we should be for the truth. When the 
atheists said, It is vain to serve God, then they that feared 
the Lord spoke often one to another. " (p.5) Sound advice 
in any age! Regarding the Lord's correction of his servants, 
Watson says, "Would not any have thought that the great 
fish's belly should have been Jonah's grave? But God 
made a fish a ship in which he sailed safe to shore. 
" (p.117) 
 

The Publishers refer to Spurgeon's sad comment to his 
students that he could not obtain this excellent book by 
Watson for his large library, though he knew of it, published 
in 1682. And so we are indebted to the Banner of Truth 
Trust for reprinting it in 2006. It is a book, beneficial to 
ministers, office-bearers and to all people alike. well worth 
the current price of $16.95 at Koorong. 
- Alan. L. Tripovich. 

TEMPTATION 
Temptation: Resisted and Repulsed, John Owen,  

Banner of Truth, pbk, 118pp. 
This book was written in 1658, the year of Oliver Crom-
well’s death, and while Dr. Owen  was at Oxford [pp viii 
and p116].In it he issues a clarion call to those who are 
aware of the Temptations of his own time. Indeed he 
says: “Anyone who does not perceive that there is “an 
hour of temptation” come upon the world, to try those who 
dwell upon the earth [Rev.3:10] must either be himself 
taken captive by the power of some woeful lust, corrup-
tion, or temptation, or is indeed utterly blind, not knowing 
at all what it is to serve God in temptations. To such I do 

not propose at present to speaks.” Of Oxford itself, he 
says “I do not know any place in the world where there is 
more need of pressing this exhortation than this place.” If 
Owen could say that about his own day, what would he 
have to say about ours! 
 

Owen speaks earnestly  - and to the committed who really 
want to be delivered from temptation. If we’re not pre-
pared to be earnest about it and take constructive action 
he says quite bluntly, we “need read no further.” [p63] But 
he warns, “If temptation is not feared it will conquer.” [ibid] 
He gives a detailed analysis of Temptation, and what it 
means to “enter into temptation.” He talks about Public 
Temptations, and more Personal ones. And then he goes 
on to look at directions about avoiding it. He takes up our 
Lord’s direction, “Watch and Pray” and analyses what’s 
involved in that. But the passage that gathers up all he’s 
been saying is Revelation 3:10. He explains what it 
means to keep the word of Christ’s patience, and how that 
impacts on our being kept. 
 

I found the first half of the book heavy going – but the sec-
ond half was full of excellent Biblical advice about  Temp-
tation. Thomas Chalmers, the famous Scottish preacher, 
once talked about the “expulsive power of a new affec-
tion.” In the final analysis that’s Owen’s solution too. He 
writes: “When the soul is engaged in communion with 
Christ, and walking with him, he drinks new wine, and 
cannot desire the old things of the world, for he says, 
‘The new is better!' He tastes every day how gracious 
the Lord is, and so does not pine for the sweetness of 
forbidden things, which really have none. He who makes 
it his business to eat daily of the tree of life will have no 
appetite for other fruit, even if the tree that bears them 
seems to stand in the midst of paradise.” [p102] It’s the 
Gospel that will prove the most effective garrison against 
temptation. The Law of God may be a deterrent – but it’s 
never able to stand alone [p81] 
 

When I say the first half of the book was heavy going, this 
doesn’t mean that what he says there isn’t important. It 
simply means that here he’s more theoretical in dealing 
with temptation. He distinguishes between sin, temptation, 
and lust, and discusses their connection. But even this 
section is full of pithy sayings. The point is, if you find it a 
bit difficult in keeping track of his distinctions, don’t give 
up. Keep on reading and you’ll be richly rewarded. 
 

Who should read this book? Young and old, rich and 
poor. But who will read it is another matter. Those who 
should, probably won’t. Some may be put off by language; 
others by the structure; and yet others by the careful and 
thorough distinctions he makes. 
But to those who really want a 
good introduction to the subject 
of  Temptation, and how to deal 
with it, this book will provide a 
good foundation. My grandson, 
aged all of 7, has already com-
mitted himself though. He saw it 
on my desk and declared: “I 
wouldn’t read that book.” I asked 
why, and he pointed to the snake 
hanging from the tree! I hadn’t 
paid any attention to it till then! It 
just proves the old saying: Don’t 
judge a book by it’s cover. 

BOOK REVIEWS …... 



  

A TIME - TO BE PHILOSOPHICAL!   
Have you ever had the 
thought that you were invin-
cible - until it was proved 
otherwise?   Or put it an-
other way, "This could 
never happen to me." I did 
not expect it, or anticipate 
it, otherwise the outcome 
would have been much dif-
ferent.  
 

Having decided to prune 
some bushes which were 
overhanging our driveway,I 
got out the one ton truck, 
with a ladder suitably posi-
tioned on it, and parked it 
beside the fence.   

 

Having trimmed some offending branches I moved the 
ladder back a little for the purpose of doing a few more. 
Having accomplished that there was one more [there is 
always one more just out of reach.] Instead of moving the 
truck I reached out a little more till I lost my balance and 
instead of putting my foot on the fence, I put it just half an 
inch short, on nothing at all, which was not according to 
plan or good management.   
 

Consequently I fell rather heavily on the 5ft. Colourbond 
fence, severely bruising my ribs and breaking three, plus 
bruising my armpit in the process.  Being a bit short of 
breath, I did not call for help, but did what was necessary 
in cleaning up the mess and putting the truck away before 
reporting to H.Q. for the forthcoming lecture [a natural 
outcome in such circumstances.]    
 

This was about 10.am on Saturday morning. I saw the 
[busy] Dr. about 1.30 pm with prospect of hospital next 
day if I was no better. I had a sleepless night with much 
pain so the ambulance was called and I was taken to the 
Base Hospital for X-rays, blood tests - and then to Mayo 
till Thursday. I was then allowed home for a sleep. It’s 
predicted there’ll be very little change for at least five 
weeks.  That is not a bit exciting! 

"For want of a nail, a shoe was lost, 
 For want of a shoe a horse was lost, 
 For want of a horse a battle was lost, 
 For want of a battle a kingdom was lost." 
 For want of a half inch, a footing was lost! 
 - A Lesson from a Cripple.  
[I’m grateful to Keith Longworth - one of our Elders in the 
Manning River Congregation - for permission to print this 
story. It’s too good not to share with others. We pray that 
he is making a full recovery - Editor.] 
 

ONE OF OUR OLDEST MEMBERS. 
Marie Lawson [nee McSwan] is in her 99th year. She’s 
been a member of the Church for 77 years, having made 
her Profession of Faith in 1930 in Maclean at the age of 
21. She lived on Woodford Island near Maclean until her 
marriage to Arthur Lawson, of  Wauchope, [1942] where 
she lived until her return to the Clarence in 1994. Her 
daughter, Jeanette, is a member in the Northern Rivers 
Congregation, and her son, Ronald, is an elder in the Bris-
bane Congregation.  
 

Living beside the McSwan family on Woodford Island was 
the Green Family. Two members of that family survive - 
Mavis Martin [nee Green] now in her 98th year in a nurs-
ing home near Maitland, and Elva Macrae, in her 95th 
year. We thank God for the presence of the aged in our 
Church - a testimony to the goodness and faithfulness of 
our Covenant God. 
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CALEB’S CLUB…... 

Continued from Page 15... 
God had been poured out in their hearts by the Holy Spirit 
who was given to them.   We have already seen that they 
showed a new love toward God and that they showed a 
new love toward other Christians; now we can see that 
they also showed a new love toward those who were lost.   
We find, in verse 47, that the new attitude and manner of 
life which they now had brought them into favour with all 
the people.   They reached out in love toward those other 
people – we can have no doubt that they never tired of 
telling of what the Lord had done for them and of their 
new-found love for the Saviour – and the Lord used that 
love and that reaching out to draw sinners to Himself.   So 
we read that “the Lord added to their number daily those 
who were being saved.” 
 

Conclusion  
Here, then, are things that should be seen in our lives if 

we are truly  filled with the glory of what the Lord Jesus 
Christ has done for us.  Each time that we sit down at His 
table we remember the love of the Saviour which was so 
great that He would even die to save us.  And may that 
love breed love in our hearts – love for Him and love for 
other Christians.  Let us love the Lord with all our heart 
and with all our soul and with all our strength and with all 
our mind!  That is the first and great commandment! 
Then, let us love our brothers and sisters in Christ with a 
love like that of our Lord – a love that gives and which 
does not count the cost.   And, lastly, let our love for lost 
souls mirror His also.  He gave His body and blood to 
save lost souls – surely we should delight to tell them of 
what He has done?  When we have that zeal for the glory 
of God which was shown in love by the new Church at 
Jerusalem, then may we not expect that the Lord will 
bless us as he blessed them – adding to the number daily 
those who are being saved? 



        A Living and Loving Church 
Dr. W.J.W. Hanna, Brisbane. 

Introduction  
In the earlier parts of Acts 2 we read the account of the 
coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.  It was 
a day for which the disciples had waited, for their risen 
Lord had commanded them not to go away from Jerusa-
lem but to “wait for the gift my Father promised, which you 
have heard me speak about.  For John baptised with wa-
ter, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy 
Spirit.”   He also told them that they would receive power 
when the Holy Spirit had come upon them, and that, in 
that power, they would then be witnesses to Him “in Jeru-
salem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.” Now that day had come!  Now, the timid fearful 
disciples were timid and fearful no longer. Now, they could 
all stand up and declare the wonderful works of God to all 
who would hear them. Now, Peter, who had been so eas-
ily put down by a young servant girl, could stand up and 
put all the company of mockers 
and scorners down.   Now, the one 
who could not find the words to 
answer that girl was given the 
words to cut his hearers to the 
heart and to have them crying out, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?”  
There, as he was inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, Peter presented Jesus 
Christ to the people as a Man ac-
credited by God, as a Man who 
had died for His people and as a 
Man who had risen in power to 
reign over His people.   
 
The effect of that Spirit-inspired 
preaching was immediate and 
spectacular – thousands were con-
verted and professed the name of 
Christ.   And the Church that was 
born, in a sense, on that day continued to display evi-
dences of vigour and life – the blessings which they had 
received through Christ’s death and resurrection were 
able to be seen on a day to day basis in the way that they 
behaved.   As we look at these later verses we can see 
just a few of the evidences which they showed of the 
change which had occurred in them – and, as we do so, 
we should be asking ourselves whether those same evi-
dences are to be seen in us.   They should – if we have 
experienced the same new birth that they did.   They 
should – if we are to be believed when we claim that we 
have been blessed anew in our remembrance today of 
what our Lord endured for us. 
 

Loving the Lord  
The first evidence to be seen in the members of that early 
Church at Jerusalem was the love which they bore toward 
the One to whom they owed everything.   There was 
probably a number among them who had called for the 
release of Barabbas rather than of Jesus.  They had clam-
oured for His crucifixion!   They had been disappointed 
when He did not immediately drive the Romans out of Je-
rusalem and set up His Kingdom – so disappointed that 

they were ready to urge those same Romans to kill Him – 
but now the Holy Spirit had worked in their hearts through 
the preaching of the Apostle Peter and they had been cut 
to the heart by the thought of what they had done.   They 
were no longer consumed by hate for Him – instead their 
souls burned with love toward the One whom they now 
realised was so much more than any earthly King, how-
ever powerful, could be. 
 

The first point at which we can see this love that had been 
brought about in them by the action of the Holy Spirit was 
that they received the Word of the Gospel gladly.   This is 
something that no one ever does in the natural state.   
They heard the message of the love of God in Jesus 
Christ and the Spirit caused them to respond to that love 
with love. And they showed that new-found love in a num-
ber of ways. The first of these was that they asked to be 
baptised. This was a public acknowledgement of their in-
debtedness to Christ and of their desire to be united with 
Him in His death and in the power of His resurrection.   It 

is this union with Christ which the 
Shorter Catechism calls 
“ingrafting into Christ.”  Baptism, 
of course, is also a washing – 
and speaks of the washing from 
sin which we receive through that 
union with Him.   However, it is 
the public identification of our-
selves with Christ which is at the 
forefront of baptism – it is, for an 
adult being baptised, a public 
declaration of “our engagement 
to be the Lord’s.”   Perhaps, in 
case I might be misunderstood, I 
should say here that our union is 
not with Christ alone – as if He, 
somehow, stood apart from the 
other two Persons of the Triune 
God.   The baptismal formula 
appointed by Christ Himself 

makes this clear.   He commanded His disciples that con-
verts were to be baptised “in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  Our union is with the 
Triune God – but that union is accomplished through the 
Mediatorship of Christ. 
 

Reformed Christians recognise only two sacraments – 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper – and they both speak to 
us of the love of God in Jesus Christ.   As we eat the 
bread and drink the wine in the Lord’s Supper we were 
remembering God’s love in sending His Son to suffer and 
to die for us – in baptism we see the symbol of the wash-
ing and cleansing from sin which that death purchased.   
So, in both these sacraments, His people show their love 
for Him by a public profession of their identification with 
their Saviour.   This is what the new converts in Jerusalem 
did!   They were baptised as a sign that they had been 
washed from sin and that they were united to Christ in His 
death – and they remembered His death in the breaking of 
bread together.   It is not true that the expression “to break 
bread” must always mean a celebration of the Lord’s Sup-
per, but it can hardly mean anything else in the context of 
verse 42 – “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

PRESBYTERIAN AGENDA 
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ACTS 2: 42-47   
“They devoted themselves to the apostles' 

teaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone 

was filled with awe, and many wonders 
and miraculous signs were done by the 

apostles.  All the believers were together 
and had everything in common.  Selling 

their possessions and goods, they gave to 
anyone as he had need.  Every day they 
continued to meet together in the temple 
courts. They broke bread in their homes 
and ate together with glad and sincere 

hearts, praising God and enjoying the fa-
vour of all the people.  And the Lord added 

to their number daily those who were    
being saved.”  



teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and to prayer.”   The breaking of bread would have been 
the normal expression for having a meal – but associated 
as it is here with doctrine and with prayer, it must have a 
more important and spiritual meaning. 
 
Now each one of us who takes part in the sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper has been baptised, so we also have 
the sign of union with Christ upon us, and around His Ta-
ble we remember in love His gift of love, but there is then 
the same duty upon us as there was upon those early 
Christians, we must show that love in our lives.   Perhaps 
we could say that they had to give a more definite testi-
mony to their “engagement to be the Lord’s” than we who 
have been baptised in infancy – but the proof of the pud-
ding is in the eating, and it is up to us to witness by our 
lives that we have accepted the responsibility of the vows 
taken by our parents on our behalf and are living up to 
them to the very best of our ability.   Even for those early 
Christians, the real test of their love for Christ was not in 
that public profession, but in their ongoing adherence to 
Him, even when days of persecution came and when 
Saul and others were dragging them to prison.   Would 
our love for our Lord – the love which we profess around 
His Table – the thanksgiving which we claim to show – 
stand up to the test if we were to undergo what some of 
them must have done? 
 

Another feature of the love of the new converts for Christ 
was that they took every opportunity to learn more about 
Him – they “devoted themselves to the apostles' teach-
ing.”   If our love for our Lord – our thankfulness for His 
gift of His life – were to be measured in terms of our de-
votion to learning more about Him, how would we rate?   
Is it not the case that Bible studies are among the most 
neglected features of most Churches?   For most people 
they are a sort of optional extra – there is no need to at-
tend them!   And, indeed, there is no need – except the 
need imposed upon us by love! 
 

Then, too, should love and thanksgiving not lead us to be 
more diligent and constant in prayer?   It certainly did so 
for the Jerusalem church!   They “devoted themselves … 
to prayer.”   I wonder how our prayer lives measure up to 
theirs?   When we really love someone do we not want to 
be near that person and talk with him or her as often as 
we can and for as long as we can?  If we love the Lord 
will we not want to draw near to Him and to speak to Him 
at every possible opportunity?   Should we not go from 
here today determined to change this aspect of our Chris-
tian service? 
 

Loving One Another   
Another way in which the change which the Holy Spirit 
had brought about in those early Christians was revealed 
was in their attitude of love for each other.   Indeed, it is 
hardly possible to separate a Christian’s love for Christ 
from a Christian’s love for other Christians.   Those who 
love the Lord of the Church must surely also love the 
Church of the Lord – which, the Bible says, is His body.   
This difficulty in separating love for God and love for His 
people can be seen in the wording of verse 42.   We read 
that “they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer.”   Notice that word “fellowship.”   What does it 
mean – and why is it placed where it is?   Does it mean 
fellowship with Christ – or does it mean fellowship with 

the apostles – or does it mean fellowship with the thou-
sands of other new converts?  I suspect that it means all 
three!  I suspect that they gathered together in fellowship 
with each other to devote themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and that they celebrated the Lord’s Supper – a 
meal of fellowship – with each other – and that they 
joined together in the fellowship of prayer.   The writer of 
the Letter to the Hebrews exhorted his readers not to for-
sake the assembling of themselves together – and this is 
an exhortation which is as fresh and needful today as it 
was in the days in which it was written.   Christians 
should love to gather together at all times, because this is 
one way in which they can show their love for their Lord 
by following His command and His example.  Shortly be-
fore He showed His own love for His people by giving His 
life for them, He said to them, “A new command I give 
you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another.”   (John 13: 34)   Just look at that com-
mandment for a moment!   Christians are to love one an-
other – that is clear – but just look at the standard by 
which we are to measure that love!   It is the standard of 
Christ’s own example – “love one another as I have loved 
you.”   The Lord’s Supper is a sacrament of remem-
brance of that love, so the standard to follow should al-
ways be fresh before us as we remember our Saviour’s 
love and the commitment which He made – and kept – in 
love.   And, once again, we need to remember not to di-
vorce Christ from the other Persons of the Trinity.   The 
love which He showed – and which we have remembered 
today – is the love of the Triune God for those whom He 
has chosen from before the world began.   We remember 
John’s definition of real love, and how he relates it back 
to the Godhead – “This is love: not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice 
for our sins.”   God’s love is not a love which promises 
and postures, but which does not perform – it is a love 
which gives to the uttermost, not counting the cost.   How 
can any of us profess to have thankfulness in our hearts 
for Christ’s gift of love – if there is not at least some of 
that same sacrificial love in those hearts? 
 

We do not have to sell all and put it into a common fund 
as they did.   They were probably unwise in this, for their 
money ran out and they found themselves without re-
sources and had to call on the generosity of others – but 
their attitude of fellowship and love for each other is one 
that we should emulate.   What they did, they did together 
– with one accord, as we read in another translation.   
This included worship – they were in the Temple – it in-
cluded praise – and it included the fellowship of meals 
together.   In this verse I would feel that it is possible that 
the reference to breaking bread may not mean Lord’s 
Supper services – the statement that “they ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts,” may imply that these were 
ordinary meals.   Also, we are told that they broke bread 
in their homes.   The meaning may, therefore, be that 
they ate at home but extended their hospitality and fellow-
ship to other Christians.   I am sure that we have all ex-
perienced the fellowship that comes from sharing meals 
together. 
 

Loving the Lost  
As we look at the last verse of this chapter we can see 
one more  feature standing out as evidence of the change 
that had occurred in these Christians because the love of 
Continued on Page 13... 
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BETWEEN YOU AND ME ……   

Christian  Aboriginal Parent-Directed School 

[CAPS] Kurrawang 
 

is stlll seeking Two qualified Primary School Christian teachers who are eli-
gible for WACOT registration.  CAPS Kurrawang is an Independent Primary 
school with approximately 40 Indigenous students from Kindergarten to 
Year 7, located in Kurrawang 18km west of Kalgoorlie, WA. Housing within 
the community is available for staff. 
 

For an application package contact: 
Luse Tamata -   PH: (08) 9091 2590  FX: (08) 9021 8781  
Email:  kurracap@bigpond.com 

HELP!   The Rev. Jim Cromarty would like help in locating the following books:   
Susannah Spurgeon -  "Ten years of my life" and "Ten years after" . 
A. Binns -  "He the prince, she the princess: the remarkable Susannah 
Spurgeon". 
Thomas Spurgeon - 'The life of Charles Haddon Spurgeon" 
A biography by Charles Ray on C.H. Spurgeon. [Jim has the one about his wife] 
Plus any works prior to about  the 1910 publication.  

Jim may be contacted through e-mail [jimandval@tpg.com.au] or by ordinary mail 
- 3 Appaloosa Place, Wingham, NSW, 2429, Australia 

 

We apologise for mistakes in the August printed copy . The main one we noticed was in the 
quotation of Matthew 6:27.  We omitted the words “by worrying”.    

After a year of producing The Presbyterian Banner, it’s 
time to take stock of how we’re travelling. Part of  the 
“condition” of taking on the job was that we should move 
towards the electronic production and distribution of the 
magazine, and decentralize, as far as possible, the distri-
bution of the printed copy. Also in the background was 
the ‘revamping’ of the Church website to include a sec-
tion for an online magazine. How have things gone? 
 

For the most part the electronic production of the maga-
zine has been successful. We’ve managed to have it pro-
duced, printed as a pdf file, and ready for uploading to 
the website by the end of each month. From the number 
of “hits” on the website - averaging about 100 - those 
who opted not to get the hard copy appear to be access-
ing it on the website. Also quite a number who used to 
receive complimentary copies are happy to receive it as a 
pdf file, or e - mail.  
 

Along with this, a number of Congregations have opted to 
produce their own copies from the magazine on the web-
site. These productions range from sheets stapled to-
gether, to more sophisticated colour productions. So far 
I’ve heard no complaints. That’s not to say there aren’t 
any! Please let those comments flow in over the next few 
months if you have them. 
 

As regards the printed copy, our Printer [McPhee Print 
Grafton] has been most helpful. If I take the magazine in 
in the morning, it’s available in the afternoon. Currently 

we run off about 110 copies - and each copy costs just 
over $1.00 to produce. Reducing the number of posted 
copies means we lose our Postage Concession as a peri-
odical. However this has been offset by being able to 
purchase stamps [legally of course!] at up to 20% less 
than face value. We’re very grateful to Mr. Ross Camp-
bell for handling the Postage, and to Mr. John McPhee 
for handling the finances.  
 

A number have spoken to me about the Church website 
and its development - and about the magazine section on 
it. Last year I had an exciting - and exhausting - time 
learning about websites, and how they operate, and even 
got to the point of producing one for the magazine on the 
Church website. Now, however, a new system has been 
introduced, and a new web design has been put in place, 
including a new magazine design. I haven’t been in-
volved in these new arrangements. My contribution is to 
send the magazine to the webmaster each month, who 
faithfully uploads it onto the website. 
 

Please let me know of any changes you would like for 
next year so that we can be thinking about them over the 
next few months - and, if need be, put them in place. No 
articles are required this time with your comments! And if 
you have Church News and items of interest please let 
me have them. I would be especially interested in infor-
mation about the elderly members in our congregations. 
In an age that celebrates youth, they can be forgotten. 


