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TELL THEM THIS ......

"Tell them this: 'These gods, who did not make the heavens and the earth, will
perish from the earth and from under the heavens." [Jeremiah 10:11]

Jeremiah spoke these words to the People of God about 600BC - just before Judah
went into Captivity in Babylon for 70 years. It was a powerful message he had to de-
liver and it hasn’t lost its Power down through the years. Today many of the ideas - and
symbols - of these Ancient Empires are being reproduced. This makes the study of the
Bible very exciting because this is the sort of world out of which the Bible itself came.
As a new paganism reasserts itself, we see the kind of environment that the People of
God in the Bible had to face - and faced with confidence.

This verse raises a very basic question: Who or What Should we Trust and Follow. A
person's god is what they put at the centre of their lives - and we all have something
we put there, and follow. But God says that a god who is not the Creator is worthless.
And that means that we must all think very seriously about what we are putting at the
centre of our Lives. And this verse helps us to do just that. We’'ll look at three things:[1]
The Reason for this Statement - Why was it given? [2] The Evidence for it; and [3] The
Implications of the Statement. What Impact should it have on us?

THE REASON FOR THIS MESSAGE.
This was a critical point in Israel’s history. The Northern Kingdom, had been conquered
by the Assyrians about 100 years before - and carried off into Captivity because of
their Idolatry. That had left Judah, the Southern Kingdom, alone as the People of God
in the world. But instead of learning from this, it had continued its Idolatry. In fact, Idola-
try was becoming so engrained in Judah that it was getting into the same desperate
situation as the Northern Kingdom. And so God warns them about it. And we can see
three reasons why God issues this warning against Idolatry.

Fear.

In the first instance he wants to protect them from fear and terror. Verse 1 says, "Do
not learn the way of the nations or be terrified by the signs in the sky." The worship of
other gods, practicing magic, and following astrological signs were all bound up to-
gether. Astrology was the means by which they tried to find out what the gods wanted
them to do, and magic and sacrifice was the way the people tried to manipulate the
gods to be good to them. The end result was terror: They couldn't be certain what the
gods wanted them to do, and they could never be sure they had done all the right
things to secure the gods favour. After all, these gods were very capricious. That's why
some people offered their children as sacrifices to get in good with their god.

Some people today try to glorify these old cultures. But they don't mention the craven
fear that existed in them, the prevalence of magic, and the commonness of child sacri-
fice. It was a fearful existence full of uncertainty. God wanted his people to be spared
that fear - and so he says, Don't worship those gods. Don't be terrified by those heav-
enly signs. Don't get to the point where you think there's a spook or an evil spirit hiding
behind every tree ready to grab you and you're prepared to sacrifice your son or
daughter just to find peace of mind. Today people think it’s a bit of a giggle to follow the
stars and resurrect these old pagan customs. TV announcers think they're trendy when




they speak about "Mother Earth". But it leads to terrible
bondage and fear.

Foolishness.
But they also needed to be delivered from something very
foolish. Jeremiah is quite scathing here on the absolute
foolishness of idolatry. Fancy, he says, cutting down a
tree, putting silver and gold on it, and then bowing down
and worshipping it! Fancy worshipping an inanimate ob-
ject or thinking that the stars can control human destiny!
How demeaning to the human personality to think our
lives should be controlled by a certain configuration of
physical objects! In fact Jeremiah doesn't use very politi-
cally correct language here! He says, as God's spokes-
person, that these things are "worthless", and goes on to
poke fun at them in verse 5: "Do not fear them; they can
do no harm nor can they do any good." |dolatry is not
only dangerous; it's desperately foolish.

Foolhardy
But there's another reason why God makes this state-
ment: Idolatry is Foolhardy. To turn away from the God
who made Heaven and Earth is to court disaster. In 7:18
we read about the People worshipping the Queen of
Heaven [a goddess] and pouring out drink offerings to
other gods. And then at verse 19, God
says this: "But am I the one they are pro-
voking .... Are they not rather harming
themselves, to their own shame?" By
turning to other gods we hurt no one but
ourselves. We become like what we wor-
ship. We brutalise and demean ourselves
and turn life into hell on earth.

Some people have the twisted idea that
by turning away from God and disobey-
ing him they somehow hurt him and de-
stroy his plans. Nothing could be further
from the truth. We hurt no one but our-
selves. In fact in Isaiah 47, in the face of Babylon's Idola-
try, God says to it, "Keep on, then, with your magic spells
and with your many sorceries which you have laboured at
since childhood. Perhaps you will succeed, perhaps you
will cause terror. All the counsel you have received has
only worn you out! Let your astrologers come forward,
those stargazers who make predictions month by month,
let them save you from what is coming upon you. Surely
they are stubble; the fire will burn them up." [Isaiah 47:12-
14a] God says: “You want to get involved in all that sort of
thing! Go ahead. It won't do you one scrap of good, and it
will do you an awful lot of harm”. But its an awful thing to
inflict not only on our families, but upon our children's
children.

THE EVIDENCE TO BACK UP THIS MESSAGE.
Is there any evidence to back up this statement. Indeed
there is! | never realized the force of these words until |
was looking through a book called "In the Steps of the
Apostle Paul" [F.F. Bruce]. It showed a picture of a statue
of one of the Greek river gods - Maeander - badly
chipped, with no arms and no legs and badly disfigured -
lying against a wall. | thought to myself, what a commen-
tary on this statement. No doubt Maeander and other
gods had their worshippers in the first century AD - and
for many centuries before that. But where are they today?
No one remembers their names, except through archaeo-
logical studies.

July, 2007

“By turning to other
gods we hurt no one
but ourselves. We
become like what we
worship. We brutalise
and demean ourselves
and turn life into hell
on earth”

The Temple of Artemis.
Let me give you another example. You'll remember the
Riot in Ephesus [Acts 19]. Demetrius and others had
been making silver shrines of the goddess Artemis
[Dianna was her Roman name] but after Paul had
preached that "man made gods are no gods at all" [Acts
19:26] their trade had suffered and they got very upset.
They organized a protest to support the worship of their
god, shouting for two hours, "Great is Artemis of the
Ephesians."” In Paul's day there was a magnificent Tem-
ple in Ephesus housing the goddess Artemis. It was
made of marble, and visited by thousands. Today, the
remains of the Temple and the goddess lie covered by a
swamp - another silent and eloquent testimony to the
truth of these words here.

And so we could go on mentioning many of the gods that
were to the fore in Jeremiah's day - Egyptian, Babylonian
and Greek gods. But where are they today? Who knows
or cares about them? They were figments of people's
imagination - and they have perished. Those who trusted
in them, worshipped them, and hoped in them - instead of
recognizing the True God and Creator of heaven and
earth - have gone too and their hopes and expectations

have perished too. But the true God -
Israel's God - the Creator is still wor-
shipped and served by millions of peo-
ple throughout the world. And what
applied to these gods will also apply to
our modern gods of power, knowl-
edge, money and sex. We still try to
explain the world and life without refer-
ence to God, attributing it origin and
meaning to Chance and Evolution.
This idolatry of the mind will bring us
the same disappointment and despair
too - simply because there is only One
who can help us and save us, and that
is the real Creator of the Heavens and the Earth.

THE IMPLICATIONS OF THIS MESSAGE.
What are the Implications of these words for us in the
twenty first century?

The Universe had a Beginning.

Obviously they imply that the Universe had a beginning.
A Creator implies a Creation. Most people have recog-
nized that the Universe must have had a beginning.
That's why you get so many stories about the Creation in
different cultures. Even evolution demands a beginning!
Some people think they have dealt the final blow to the
Christian Faith when they say that the universe came
from a Big Bang. But where did the Big Bang come from?
That’s a question you’re not supposed to ask!

There is a Creator.
But these words also imply a Mighty Creator. And this
chapter leaves us in no doubt who that Creator is - the
God of the Bible. Look at how he's described here. Verse
10 says, "But the Lord is the true God; he is the living
God, the eternal King". And verse 12 says, "But God
made the earth by his power; he founded the world by his
wisdom and stretched out the heavens by his under-
standing." The Creator is always greater than what’s Cre-
ated. When you look at the vastness and the complexity
of this Universe and Planet Earth throbbing with ordered
life there’s only one adequate explanation for it all: Not a
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BLOGGING ABOUT...
THE KINGDOM CONFERENCE

According to notices appearing in various Christian
magazines, the Reformed Theological College is hosting
a conference in September on the Kingdom of God. The
conference will be held at the Reformed Theological
College, 25 Pidgeons Road, Waurn Ponds, Victoria and
runs for two days - Thursday 27th September, and Fri-
day, 28th September. It’s titled “Preaching the Kingdom”
and promises “to explore the rich themes of the King-
dom of God and show preachers how they can
strengthen their ministry of the word by preaching the
Kingdom.” Their effort follows in the noble footsteps of
Raymond Zorn, who wrote a book entitled, “Church and
Kingdom”.

This Conference is to be commended. If there is one
Biblical Topic that cries out for a thorough study it’s the
“Kingdom of God.” In my address to Synod in 2003, |
tried to underscore the sheer important of this concept
for our theology, exegesis, and life. | quoted Geerhardus
Vos who said in one of his books that “it cannot be de-
nied that in many respects the idea of the Kingdom
acted in our Lord’s thought and teachings as the crystal-
lizing point around which several other elements of truth
naturally gathered and grouped themselves in harmoni-
ous combination.” [The Kingdom and the Church, p12]
And then he went on to say that the Church, the Con-
summation; Righteousness; the Love and Grace of God;
“the great categories of subjective religion, faith and re-
pentance and regeneration,” miracles, and the historical
relation of Jesus’ work to the OT, as all being embraced
within the idea of the Kingdom of God! What more could
you want! And yet there’s still more! It provides a fitting
framework for the Covenant, and the Person, Offices,
and Work of the Lord’s Christ, the Lord Jesus and is
able to gather into itself some very important elements
that have often been forgotten: The Creation; the Earth;
and especially the idea of the Land.

The Kingdom of God is a thoroughly physical — and
therefore historical — concept, as well as a spiritual one,
and therefore it's a massive protest against all non
Christian [Greek] thinking. And once it captures our

thought, it has within it the capacity to transform our
whole outlook! Everything comes under the microscope.
Even familiar concepts like “eternal life”, “heaven” - even
“strangers and pilgrims” - take on a new dimension. And
when you begin to approach the Scriptures themselves
from this angle, it seems to pop up everywhere. Indeed,
Paul’'s letter to the Romans, with its emphasis on Justifi-
cation by Faith, demands a thorough study under the
heading “The Gospel of the Kingdom.” At least the open-
ing verses [not to mention the reference to the Kingdom
in 14:17] demand that sort of approach! Vos once said
somewhere that “Kingdom consciousness is God con-
sciousness” and the more | think about it the more | be-
lieve him!

The big question is, will Reformed Theology [as well as
Reformed Preaching] take up the challenges and the
opportunities that this basic concept of the Kingdom pre-
sents? Will it allow this thoroughly Biblical, earthly, and
historical concept do it’s proper work in theology and
preaching? Or will it be happy to “use” the kingdom as a
“preaching tool” - or worse, look at the Kingdom through
“Greek” eyes itself!

We will await the outcome of this Conference with great
interest to see how far it carries forward the exploration
and implications of the revolutionary and transforming
concept of the Kingdom of God. We pray that the Con-
ference will bring out the sheer spiritual energy that lies
in this concept, and the Church might be motivated to
pray more intelligently: “Your Kingdom come, Your will
be done on earth, as it is in heaven”.

THE STORY OF TWO BROTHERS

Christopher Hitchins has gained a certain notoriety in
recent days from the publication of his book: “God is Not
Great: How Religions Poison Everything.” He belongs
to what one journalist has called “The new evangelists.”
He says they are a group of Atheist and Agnostics who
have adopted “a more aggressive, intentional effort to
discredit the notion that God exists and to critique peo-
ple of faith.” Included in this group also is Richard
Dawkins, author of “The God Delusion.”

What is probably not so well known is that Christopher
has a brother, Peter, living in Britain, who takes a very
different point of view. In a recent article he graciously

lifeless idol who is dependent upon humankind for its very
existence, but a Living, Aimighty, Wise and Eternal God.
And that's exactly the kind of God the Lord is - the Lord
Almighty. Think how great God is, who created not only
the vastness of the Universe, but the very essence of life
itself - a living cell itself which even the most brilliant
minds cannot fully understand or reproduce. To say that
this was produced by a lifeless idol is absurd: To say its
the product of Chance is the ultimate absurdity.

God should be loved and trusted
And another implication is this: If the Lord is the Living,
Almighty and Eternal God, the Creator of all things, then
he should be acknowledged, loved, served, and wor-
shipped. He alone can unlock for us the secret of the Uni-
verse; tell us about the nature and purpose of Life; give
meaning and purpose to life; and help us in all the trials of
life. And he alone will be there to meet us - for better or
worse - at our journey's end. A projection of our imagina-
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tion cannot help and can be safely ignored. A god who
perishes should not be trusted and need not be feared.
But an Almighty Creator who never perishes ought to be
reverenced, trusted, and loved and served. But will such
a mighty eternal King look kindly on us and receive us.
Yes he willl He has gone to great lengths to make it pos-
sible for us to return to him, to find forgiveness, and hope
in Him. He has sent his Son to provide redemption for us.
And if we return to Him he will abundantly pardon.

CONCLUSION.
Who are we living for today? What is our supreme au-
thority in life? Our answer to those questions will tell us
what god we worship. And God says, with all the authority
of our Creator - and we have all the evidence of history to
back it up - "the gods that did not make the heavens and
the earth will perish". He wants to spare us from Fear,
Foolishness and Foolhardiness so that we'll find true
meaning and purpose at his footstool.
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comments on his brother’s atheistic position. After compli-
menting him on an “often elegant, frequently witty and
never stupid or boring” book, he says: | also think it is
wrong, mostly in the way that it blames faith for so many
bad things and gives it no credit for any of the good it may
have done. | think it misunderstands religious people and
their aims and desires. And | think it asserts a number of
things as true and obvious that are nothing of the sort.

As an example of this he points to Christopher’s
“declaration of absolute faith that religion has got it wrong,
a mental thunderbolt of unbelief.” He tells how Christo-
pher, at the age of nine, concluded that his teacher’s claim
that the world must be designed was wrong. "l simply
knew, almost as if | had privileged access to a higher au-
thority, that my teacher had managed to get everything
wrong." But, his brother says, “At the time of this revela-
tion, he knew nothing of the vast, unending argument be-
tween those who maintain that the shape of the world is
evidence of design, and those who say the same world is
evidence of random, undirected natural selection. It's my
view that he still doesn’t know all that much about this in-
teresting dispute. Yet at the age of nine, he "simply knew"
who had won one of the oldest debates in the history of
mankind.”

Another area where Peter questions his brother is in that
of morality. He refers to his knowledge of what is right and
wrong, and then asks: “Where is his certain knowledge of
what is right and wrong supposed to have come from?
How can the idea of a conscience have any meaning in a
world of random chance, where in the end we are all just
collections of molecules swirling in a purposeless confu-
sion? If you are getting inner promptings, why should you
pay any attention to them? It is as absurd as the idea of a
compass with no magnetic North. You might as well take
moral instruction from your bile duct.”

And finally, he takes issue with him over the whole issue
of “beliefs.” He says, “Two pages later, speaking for athe-
ists in general, he announces: "Our belief is not a belief."
To which one can only reply: "Really? And that thing in the
middle of your face. | suppose that’s not a nose, either?"

These comments do not do justice to Peter’s discussion of
his brother’s book or views. The whole article is worth a
read, and is to be found on the website below. However it
must be said that though Peter criticises his brother for his
own shaky foundation, he himself has a shaky foundation
too.

In talking about his view of the Bible he says of “believers”
generally, “nor do we take the Bible literally. | never imag-
ined that scripture had the fact-checked authenticity of,
say, an account in The New York Times — though as we
know even that grand newspaper sometimes publishes
made-up stories without realising it. Did the Supper at Em-
maus really take place? How | hope that it did, but | do not
know that it did, in the way that | know a British soldier has
recently been flown home dead from Basra or Helmand,
or even in the way that | know that another such soldier
will soon make the same sad journey.” And then he com-
ments, “Many decades have passed since | fancied the
story of Adam and Eve was literal truth, if | ever did.” If we
approach the Bible from this point of view, aren’t we also
building on shifting sand. Isn’t our view ultimately up to us
and how we “feel” about any passage of the Bible? Its
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only as we get rid of autonomy everywhere, that we’ll
have a firm foundation for faith, morality, and life, and be
in a position to take the splinter out of our brother’s eye.
Website: http://hitchinsblog.mailonsunday.co.uk

HARRY POTTER NOT SO MAGIC!

Some of you may be interested in an article that appeared
in Businessweek. It began like this: “Call it the curse of
Hogwarts. It turns out that--at least for some in the wizard-
ing world-it's tough to make money out of magic.” The arti-
cle then goes on to describe some of the economic woes
facing the marketing of Harry Potter. “Pottermania” may
be at an all time high with the release of the 7th and final
book in the series [due out in July] but it's not all rosy for
those caught up in the market. As the article puts it, the
pot of gold is turning into “an empty cauldron for many of
them.... Retailers, spellbound by the chance to reach mil-
lions of Potter-obsessed customers, are cost-cutting for
market share to the point where many stand to lose
money. For book publishers, the tsunami distorts results in
Potter release years, creating wild share-price swings and
a distraction from other parts of the business. Even War-
ner Bros. Entertainment Inc. which has made billions off
the Harry Potter movies, saw sales and profits drop last
year and in the first quarter without a fresh Potter offering
in the mix.”

We would not wish ill on anyone, but doesn’t this show a
Biblical principle in operation - that those who support the
promotion of what is wrong will inevitably come to grief.
Sometimes we see it happening; at other times the grief
doesn’t come until another generation. And with some
things, the grief will not come until the Lord rises to Judge
the world in righteousness. But it will come - which makes
our involvement in productive, and worthwhile activities all
the more important.

In fact, this is even relevant to current companies and poli-
cies involved in Pottermania. According to the Report, one
analyst, speaking about one of the main US publishers of
Harry Potter, says the children's book division often does
better in off-Potter periods. "The company tends to lose
focus in a Harry Potter release year," says Crum. "They
extend so much energy on one title," he adds, and not
enough on fixing things like the company's flailing direct-to
-home book business.” The Post Potter day will come.
What will be left then? [For the full article, see, BUSINESS
WEEK, Saturday, 23" June, 2007]

JOHN CALVIN’S BIRTHDATE.

“JEAN CALVIN was twelve years old when Martin Luther
appeared before the Diet of Worms in 152I. He was
born in Picardy in Northern France on July 10", 1509.
The home of the great Reformer was strictly Roman
Catholic. His father, Gerard Cauvin, was a greatly re-
spected lawyer in the town of Noyon, and conducted a
great deal of confidential business for the nobility and
higher clergy of the district. His mother, Jeanne La
France, was a beautiful and devout woman. Young Jean
grew up with his three brothers and two sisters. When
he was about fourteen, John began to live with the noble
family of de Montmor to share the education of the noble-
man's children. This early environment stamped Calvin
right through his life.In the social training of the great
house he became the cultured, polished French gentle-
man.” - C.Northcott.
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SYNOD - AGAIN!

The editor didn’t have very much success in getting re-
ports from the various Conveners of Committees. But
what we can't offer in words, we offer in pictures!

THE MODERATOR'S DESK

From my perspective the 2007 was the quietest and most
orderly of the 31 | have attended. The reasons for this
may include greater spiritual maturity, but it may also in-
clude inertia arising from greater physical age! For all the
Synod's good behaviour | felt quite tired myself after the
first couple of days.

The items originating in Southern Presbytery did not fare
that well. Minsters being reckoned as members of congre-
gation with jurisidiction remaining in Presbytery was a
helpful clarification and was accepted. The proposal con-
cerning Questions and Formula referred to the Law & Ad-
visory Committee last Synod was roundly rejected.

The disappointing aspects about the debate on this were
two: [1] very few responded to the request to send com-
ments so misleading the Committee as to the mind of
Synod. If the comments on the floor of Synod had been
made to the Committee a more modest proposal would
have been made; [2] No one established any real depar-
ture from our actual position as a church; indeed, | think
the proposal showed up misunderstandings at one or two
points of our position as a church. Emotional talk about
Declaratory Statements as if all such are wrong seemed

to be decisive for some, although | expect the real issue
for most was that the Committee tried to do too much.
Interestingly, the proposal for a compulsory retirement
age - not from ministry but from inducted service - was
only defeated by one vote. - RSW.

SUPERANNUATION - Rowland Ward.

The writer became Convener in 1978 and although he
tried to resign last year was re-appointed. The history of
the Committee shows evolution in line with changing cir-
cumstances. A Superannuation Fund began in 1967 with
the aim of replacing somewhat ad hoc arrangements. It
provided for age-based contributions beginning at 5%.
What for many is a confusing area hopefully is clearer
now both because of the way we have set up our arrange-
ments and also given the "Simple Super" changes from
1/7/07 by the Federal Government. Despite a few battles
in earlier years the Committee's reports have always been
supported.

Today ministers receive a quite generous contribution to
Super - 10% for the first 5 years service and 18% thereaf-
ter based on minimum stipend which excludes value of
housing, so is probably about 12% of the package com-
pared to the 9% compulsory figure. This contrasts with a
century ago when one might receive a purse of sover-
eigns on retirement or something more if a congregation
could afford it. Retirement could be dreaded then, but the
Lord's does not lash his servants into the ground but de-
sires them treated with honour and respect, just as they
are to treat their congregation.

WHEN -FHE BIG
DECISIONS WERE
MADE -

\g

HAPPY? AT SYNOD? IT MUST BE GOING HOME TIME!




MINISTRY MATTERS: Relationships In Ministry

The Rev. George Ball continues his Studies in 2 Corinthians - Chapter 7

| like a story with a happy ending. | like a story filled with
emotion. | like a true story. Second Corinthians 7 has it
all. Up till this point relationships between Paul and the
Corinthians had been cool. In particular he was con-
cerned about their reaction to a letter he had previously
sent them (see chapter 2 vs.4: — the “severe letter” or
“sorrowful letter”). He had spoken frankly and clearly
what must be done to tackle the problems in Corinth
(ie.immorality and a faction leader who opposed Paul).
There was a risk that instead of improving things the let-
ter might instead inflame things. He need not have wor-
ried. This chapter brings some welcome good news.
Here we have the full spectrum of emotions — from sor-
row, grief and stress, to joy, relief, comfort and rejoicing.
As we plot these emotions we get a picture of the heart of
a pastor and the people and the relationship which was
restored. (Incidentally the “detour” which began at 2:12 is
now completed at 7:1. | did say it would be interesting!)

1. “You are in our hearts” (vs.3)
What a statement to make even after all the hurts and
accusations and heartache they had caused Paul. We
could forgive him if he had wanted to press the delete
button and just forget about them. But no, he says they
matter more to him than life itself! Even though many
nasty things were apparently being said about the apostle
(vs.2) he did not respond in kind, instead
he spoke well of the Corinthians to oth-
ers. “Paul practices a fundamental prin-
ciple of good relationships. Show love to
people by always seeing the best in
them, whatever may be to the con-
trary.” (Prime). When things go wrong in
relationships avoid the temptation of the
tit for tat. One positive way to rebuild
relationships is to affirm the good things
we see in one another.

2. “We had no rest” (vs. 5)

Paul has already referred in 2:13 to hav-
ing no rest in his spirit. In other words he couldn’t switch
off, he couldn’t settle, he couldn’t concentrate even on his
mission work when he knew there were unresolved is-
sues in the congregation. He reveals himself to be very
human. Anxiety produces physical symptoms —even in a
great apostle. The work takes its toll.

3. "God....comforted us” (vs. 6)

Titus has just returned from Corinth. He has a good re-
port. The crisis at Corinth seems at last to be resolving
itself. That “severe” letter had worked a treat. It had made
a profound impact on them. They received it (and Titus)
together with its recommendations, and it had produced a
godly sorrow leading to repentance and salvation. There
is a great sense of relief, joy and thankfulness. To whom?
Titus? No to God. “God comforted us by the coming of
Titus”. Paul recognised Titus as God’s agent of encour-
agement. | wonder do we recognise sufficiently the im-
portance of encouragement to those in the Lord’s work?
And when we receive it do we recognise it as a mercy
from God and give thanks? God uses comforters. Paul
Barnett makes the comment; “For our part we must en-
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“It is a serious mistake to
underestimate the impact
of the Word of God on
those who hear and read
it....The living God is quite
capable of changing ap-
parently intractable atti-
tudes [including ours!] by
His Word and Spirit.”

sure that we are loving, concerned and Christlike people
whom the “God of all comfort” will employ in the comfort-
ing of those who are in distress. There is no lack of op-
portunity to comfort other believers within the body of
Christ. One brother is unemployed, another is depressed
about a difficult job situation, a sister has a chronically ill
husband, another has rebellious children. The needs are
there already within every congregation. Our eyes need
to be open and our hearts generous with compassionate
care.”

4. “ldo not regret it: though | did regret it.” (vs.8)
After sending his “severe” letter Paul had second
thoughts? Did he do the right thing? Had he been too
sharp? Should he have been more conciliatory instead of
being so uncompromising? Would it damage his reputa-
tion in Corinth even further and provide ammunition for
his opponents? Paul emerges here as a very human fig-
ure. | find that consoling. Can we not at least identify with
the apostle here? Do we not often have second
thoughts? Do we not sometimes worry about the effect
of our words? Do we not sometimes wonder if we made
the right decision in that particular situation?

5. "Good Grief. (vs. 9-11)

Paul is pleased and relieved. His letter far from inflaming
the situation actually provoked real repentance accompa-
nied by real change (vs.11). The apos-
tle makes a helpful distinction here be-
tween true repentance and mere regret
(or remorse). Both may look alike char-
acterised by very deep sorrow and dis-
tress. But they are completely different.
Mere regret or “worldly sorrow” does
not produce any real change while re-
pentance does. Why? It is sorrowful
over the consequences of a sin, but
not over the sin itself. If there had been
no consequences there would have
been no sorrow. There is no sense of
sorrow due to the fact that the sin has
grieved God and violates our relationship with God.
Therefore as soon as the consequences of the sin go
away, the behaviour comes back. The heart has not be-
come disgusted with the sin itself. The book of Judges
abounds with sad specimens of “worldly sorrow” — mere
regret. As long as the Israelites were oppressed they
were sorry. But not sorry enough to stop them returning
to their folly. Esau provides another example who, de-
spite tears, found no repentance. (Heb. 12:17). I'm sure
you can think also of other examples.

Real repentance is focused, not on the consequences
upon us of our sin, but on the injury to God Himself.
“Against You, You only, have | sinned,” is the essence of
repentance. (Psalm 51). The prodigal in the far country
demonstrated real repentance when he said, “l have
sinned against heaven and before you”. Repentance is
being sorry enough to quit the sin that offends. Real re-
pentance results in real change as we see in verse 11. It
provoked a change of attitude and behaviour so much so
that Paul was satisfied that they had “proved themselves
to be clear in this matter.” It had resulted in repaired rela-
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tionships. Repentance is not something we do only at
the entrance to the Christian life but it should be a pat-
tern that continues. “It is at the cross of Christ that repen-
tance begins, it is at the cross of Christ that it must con-
tinue to pour out its heart in the tears of confession and
contrition.” [J.Murray].

6. “Therefore | rejoice” (vs. 16)
Let Paul Barnett conclude; “Unspoken but implied is
Paul’'s renewed confidence in the power of God which

had so clearly worked through the letter Paul had written.
His new confidence arose out of the Corinthians’ re-
sponse to the “sorrowful” letter. It is a serious mistake to
underestimate the impact of the Word of God on those
who hear and read it....The living God is quite capable of
changing apparently intractable attitudes (including ours!)
by His Word and Spirit. Ministers of God’s Word can find
encouragement and renewal in their ministries by this
example of the changed attitudes of the Corinthians.”

EZEKIEL 38-39 THE ASSAULT OF GOG AND HIS DESTRUCTION

Patrick Fairbairn
From his book: Ezekiel and the Book of His Prophecy: An Exposition.
Edinburgh: T&T Clarke, 1876 [Third Edition, 1862] pp 421-431.

Now, with this remarkable prophecy fully before us, let us
ask how it is as a whole to be explained and understood.
Are we to regard it as simply an anticipated history of
transactions that were to take place precisely in the form
and manner here described; or rather as an ideal delinea-
tion of what, as to the substance, might certainly be ex-
pected to happen, though possibly under aspects and
relations widely different from those to be found in the
prophet's description? For a satisfactory answer to this
question we must look especially to the leading features
of the description itself.

[1] And the first thing that strikes us there is the name
given to the leader of the hostile party-Gog. From the very
mode of its formation this discovers itself at once as an
ideal name; it is simply the root of Magog, the only related
name known to history. And this Magog is itself the name
of a very indefinite territory and people, as appears not
only from the want of any express landmarks connected
with them here or elsewhere, but also from the parties
most closely associated with Gog, as his natural and
proper subjects. Of the land of Magog, he is also the
prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal-tribes that seem to
have been contiguous in territory, as they were probably
also related in their origin, but which were never, that we
know of, actually united into one kingdom, and have long
since disappeared as distinct races. When, therefore, we
find the prophet giving to the head of the great movement
an ideal name, derived from a sort of indefinite, obscurely
known territory, it is scarcely possible to avoid the impres-
sion at the outset, that the description is intended to pos-
sess an ideal, not a real character.

[2] Another thing that presently comes into consideration
is the singular combination of the party which this Gog is
represented as heading. The nations mentioned are all
selected from the distance - remote, in the first instance,
from the land of Israel, in the extremities of the earth, and
also many of them far apart from one another, and conse-
quently the most unlike naturally to act in concert for any
particular purpose. Beside the Scythian tribes, with whom
the head of the movement was more immediately con-
nected, there are the Persians, Armenians, the other in-
habitants of the far north in Asia and Europe; and then,
passing to the opposite extreme, and overleaping all the
intermediate regions, he names the Ethiopians and Liby-
ans of Africa,-the people, in short, occupying the most
distant and remote territories of the then known world.
The principle of assortment and union is evidently the
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very reverse of the natural one - not nearness, but re-
moteness of position, as well to the land of Israel as to the
associated parties themselves. But this entire omission of
the near, and conjunction only of the remote and distant,
is so very peculiar a characteristic, and so contrary to all
real combinations, that it is impossible to avoid thinking
that here also we have but the clothing of an idea-not a
literal reality, but the pictorial delineation of one.

[3] Then the huge numbers of this combined party are to
be taken into account, in connection with the object for
which it was avowedly formed. According to the descrip-
tion, it was to be a marauding host, breaking in like a
mighty inundation upon the land of Israel, and again de-
parting after it had enriched itself with the spoil and booty
there obtained (chap, xxxviii. 12, 13). That is, myriads of
people were to be gathered from the most distant regions
of the earth, combining and acting together against all the
known principles of human nature: and for what? To spoil
and plunder a land which could not, had they got all it
contained, have been a handful to a tithe of their number-
could not have served to maintain the invaders for a sin-
gle day! One would think it is impossible in such a case
for the most aerial fancy to dream of literality ; and when
the prophet is spoken of as furnishing here a plain histori-
cal description, one is tempted to ask whether he is sup-
posed to have written for the amusement of children or for
the belief and instruction of persons of mature under-
standing?

[4] This impression is still further increased when we look
to the fruits of the victory. The wood of the adversaries'
weapons was to serve for fuel to all Israel for seven years!
and all Israel were to be employed for seven months in
burying the dead! It would be but a very moderate allow-
ance, on the literal supposition, to say that a million of
men would thus be engaged, and that on an average
each would consign two corpses to the tomb in one day;
which, for the 180 working days of the seven months,
would make an aggregate of 360,000,000 of corpses!
Then the putrefaction, the pestilential vapours arising from
such masses of slain victims before they were all buried!
Who could live at such a time? It bids defiance to all the
laws of nature, as well as the known principles of human
action ; and to insist on such a description being under-
stood according to the letter, is to make it take rank with
the most extravagant tales of romance, or the most ab-
surd legends of Popery.
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WE’RE SPECIAL!

Have you ever heard someone say to someone, “You're
Special?” Perhaps you have said it to someone? Or per-
haps, wonder of wonders, someone has said to you,
“You're Special!” It's nice to hear such things said, espe-
cially about ourselves! But somehow there’s often a lurk-
ing suspicion that they don’t really know us —and we
think, if only they knew!

Today we face conflicting idea about people. Some
praise humans and talk about "the sacredness of the hu-
man personality." They don’t like the idea that a person
can be wrong, or a sinner, or needs to repent — and any-
one who says so is looked at as if they came from an-
other Planet! On the other side, there are people who put
down the human person. They give the impression that
people are far more violent and dangerous than animals.
We can spent millions of dollars on rescuing a whale, and
forget about the enormous human suffering that goes on
next door! We need to think carefully about what the Bi-
ble teaches us about Our Selves.

Special to Ourselves.
The Bible shows us that we’re special to ourselves! Jesus
shows us this in his Summary of the Ten Command-
ments, and his words in John 15:13 when he says:
"Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his
life for his friends. Our Life is so precious to us that we
only give it away in the last resort, and for the noblest of
reasons: Love.

And following on from that we can say that it's also evi-
dent in our desire for Self - Preservation. There's a lot of
things we'd give up, just to preserve ourselves! And it's

also evident in our Self Defence. Psychologists tell us we
do a lot of things, often unknown to ourselves, to defend
ourselves in the eyes of others.

Special to God
So, there's no question that we think we’re Special. But
we’re also Special to God. We were specially made, and
we reflect that even in our attitude to ourselves.

For one thing this is shown in our Creation. God delighted
in the creation of Humankind — so much so that its de-
scription is put in the form of poetry - or song! We are
God's Poem - God's Work of Art. We were made "like
Him" to take His Place in the Creation - to develop it and
rule over it for His glory. And if this doesn't emphasise our
preciousness before God, then | don't know what could!

And then it's shown in providing salvation for us. He's
Provided a Mighty Saviour. And then, He offers that Sal-
vation freely to All. And along with that, He exercises
great Patience and Longsuffering towards those to whom
this Word comes. Think about the story of the Son who
went away from home! His Father was waiting for him.
Even in his lostness, the son was still precious to the Fa-
ther and he was looking out for him.

And last, but not least, the Specialness of Our Selves to
God is shown in eternal punishment. Eternal Punishment
exists, not because God thinks little of us, but because
He values us - and will never treat us less than what we
are - His Image Bearers, created to represent Him and
glorify Him in this World. If we do not live up to that high
and lofty Calling, we shall bear the consequences. He
has no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that he
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“You care for the land
and water it;
you enrich it
abundantly.

The streams of God
are filled

with water to provide

the people with grain,

for so you have
ordained it.”
[Psalm 65:9]

Don’t forget to thank God
for the rain that has fallen.
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An Example to Us All....

At age 714, J.A. became a Christian through the quiet and
persistent testimony of a converted teacher. He joined
the Iranian armed forces. His diligence and exemplary
conduct commended him to both his peers and his
superior offi-cers.

He received more military
education [even under the
Ayatollah's  Islamic  revo-
lution] and in time became a
| high ranking officer. Yes, he
| was widely known among
| his colleagues and bosses
| as a follower of Christ. Even
. | the most fanatical of his col-
leagues testified to his loy-
alty to the country and professional attitude to his work.

With a smile and a kind word he would respond to those
who spoke ill of his Savior - often causing others in the
company to rise to his defense. His care for the young
soldiers gained him the respect of the entire regiment.

Like many in the Iranian military, he retired in his 40's.
Many of his colleagues and soldiers who served under
him keep in contact with him. This hasml::>

If at first you don’t succeed

| suppose you've all heard the saying, “If at first you
don’t succeed, try and try again!” Just recently, | read a
story on a website that told about an Indian man who
did just that. At the age of 73 he had just failed his 10th
Grade exam for the 39th time! However, he says he’s
going to try again next year in the hope that “an educa-
tion will improve his job and marriage prospects!
[Associated Press, 15/06/07]

Apparently years ago [1969] an army recruiter had told
him that an education would improve his chance of
being accepted into the army. Now, or course he’s too
old to join the army, but he still holds out the hope of
marriage!

Jatav [that is his name] must be given full marks for his
stickability. That's something we all need. There’s only
one thing better: To do our best every time! The Bible
says, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all
your might....” [Ecclesiastes 9:10]

provided him with regular opportunities to explain "a
reason for the hope" that is in him [1 Peter 3:15].

Pray for the Gospel Witness in Iran, and other Muslim
Countries. - MERF News.

Continued from Page 8....

should turn to him and live. He isn't glad about
people ending up there. Punishment is his
"strange work". But the punishment must fit

SEARCH WORK - Jitly, 2007

SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE

the crime. And so great is that crime because
of who and what we are, that it carries the full
weight of the Law. He will never treat us less
than what we are: Special Creatures whom He
has made who have gone horribly wrong.

What We Should Do
What ought we do? For one thing we ought to
humble ourselves before Almighty God. We
can never realize our true value by running
away from God.

Intermediate omit questions 7 and 8

REVELATION - Chapter 1

1. When Jesus comes with clouds, who shall see him, and what
will they do?

2. When was John in the Spirit, and what did he hear?

3. When John fell at his feet as dead, what did the Lord say to

him? (2 verses)

Chapter 2

4. What did the Lord have against the church at Ephesus, and

what were they to do about it? (2 verses)

And following on from that, we need to put our
trustin the Lord Jesus. In Him we are made
new: Our sins are forgiven and we're restored
to our proper position before God. We cannot
live up to our specialness by living apart from
the Lord Jesus.

And then, in His strength we ought to live a
special life. He has made us for himself; He
has saved us; he is remaking us. We should
live like the sons and daughters of God in this
world in which He has placed us.

And finally we should regard ourselves as spe-
cial. That doesn’t mean we should have tickets
on ourselves, but live worthy of our position in
the world.

Parents often tell their children when they’re
going out: Remember who you are! We need
to remember who we are - people saved by
the Lord Jesus, and the sons and daughter of
God.
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5. What would the church at Smyrna be given if they were faithful
to death?

6. Who at Pergamos would eat of the hidden manna and receive
a white stone?

7. What would all the churches know when the woman Jezebel
and her children were punished?

8. What promise was given to the church at Thyatira if they over-
came? (3 verses)

JUNIOR

GENESIS Chapter 14

1. With what words did Melchizedek bless Abram? (2 verses)
Chapter 15

2. What did the Lord say to Abram when he brought him forth
abroad [outside] and told him to look toward heaven? What was
Abram’s response?

3. How many years would Abram’s descendents be strangers in
a land not theirs?

Chapter 16
4. What name did the angel tell Hagar to call her son?

SEARCH WORK TO: MRgs I. STEEL, PO Box 193, EPPING 1710.
E-mail: iesteel@gmail.com
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ACTIVITY PAGE......

Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John
wrote about many miracles
Jesus performed. Use the Scripture
references listed below to discover
what Jesus said and did. Then
color the objects in the draw-
ing on the next page.

33. Miracles of Jesus

From: Search and Solve: Bible
Activity Sheets by Betty De

Vries [lllustrated by Donna
Greenlee] Baker Books, 1,

John 4:50 “You may go. Your ___ will live.”
Luke 5:24 “Get up, take your and go home.”

Mark 6:39 Then Jesus directed them to have all the sit down
in groups on the green ___

John 9:6 He spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva,
and put it on the man's _

John 21:6  “Throw your ___ on the right side of the

Matthew 17:27 “Take the first ___ you catch; open its and you will
find a four-drachma 2

John 2:7 “Fill the with water.”

MEANING IN WHAT WE SEEM TO SAY......

Terri asked her Sunday School class to draw pictures of their favourite Bible stories. She was puzzled by
Kyle's picture, which showed four people on an aeroplane, so she asked him which story it was meant to
represent. "The Flight to Egypt,” was his reply. Pointing at each figure, Terri said, "That must be Mary, Jo-
seph, and Baby Jesus. But who's the fourth person?" "Oh, that's Pontius - the pilot!"
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WEB WATCH... Peter Carswell

Audio Resources [Part I]

One of the great benefits of having a fast Internet con-
nection is the ability to download a myriad of multimedia
files including audio and video quickly, without having to
wait hours for the download to finish.

There are a number of Christian audio resources avail-
able for download; from the Bible, books, sermons, to
radio shows and podcasts. These resources come in a
number of different formats from Real Player to my pre-
ferred option of downloadable mp3. If you download
then you are able to listen on the way to work, driving to
church and going on a trip. In this issue we will look at
some of these resources and wrap up the remainder in
the next.

For those who don't have a fast connection, you can set
downloads to run overnight with the right software. Un-
fortunately, if you have a limited download quota or limit
then perhaps you could arrange for someone to
download for you and burn onto CD. Alternatively, if
there are any requests | am quite happy to send CD's to
say a congregational representative who can then dis-
tribute to individuals.

There are probably a couple of issues to take note of
before we get to looking at particular sites. As with any
audio recording, some people have a talent for such
reading. And | think this is even more true for reading
the Bible reverently, with correct emphasis and intona-
tion. As well, presumably some personal preference
must come into play.

It is important to always be mindful of the fact that there
are many persuasions of the Christian faith and care
should be taken when looking at any links provided, and
doubtless you will see many people that hold some very
unreformed views.

Audio Bibles

Online

Last time we looked at the written Bible available online
from Bible Gateway. This same site also offers an online
audio Bible available in 6 English versions, using Real
Player or Flash Player - www.biblegateway.com/
resources/audio/

First, you use drop-down boxes to choose the version
you wish to listen to and then which player. Next,
choose the book of the Bible and the chapter you wish
to listen to. And finally, click the “Play Audio” button.

Downloaded

The full King James Version of the Bible is available at
www.audiotreasure.com/indexKJV.htm — unfortunately
this is not for re-distribution, so you must download this
yourself. It should be noted that these are big
downloads, for example, the book of Genesis is a 45
MB zipped file which includes all chapters. The same is
available as single downloads per chapter at
www.mp3bible.org/kjv/index.cfm. Depending on your
computer's configuration you will either be able to play
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these “online” or download the complete mp3. On the
mp3bible site you choose a book of the Bible. This will
open a webpage with the chapter displayed, so you can
read the Bible online. In the upper right-hand corner just
above the passage, if you click on the “Chapter Audio”
link you can listen to or download the file.

Audio Treasure also offers a free, distributable version
of the New Testament at www.audiotreasure.com/KJV/

One thing | like about this copy is that it is a voice only
recording, whereas some audio Bibles have a quiet
background soundtrack. Usually it does not interfere,
however some people may find it a little off-putting.

Finally, at Audio Treasure there are some free audio
books which use synthesized narration and as the site
says this “is not for everyone”. And really finally now, it
would be remiss of me not to mention that you can also
purchase audio readings of the Bible on CD from these
and many other sites, but you can also purchase down
at you local Christian bookstore.

Sermons

There are many sites on the Internet specialising in Au-
dio Sermons. The first site | found many years ago was
www.bible-sermons.org.uk. With a Reformed outlook
the sermons on this site are a great resource. However,
my wife sometimes has difficulty understanding strong
Irish/Scottish/English accents so | soon went looking for
American based preachers. One of the biggest audio
sermon repositories on the net must be the appropriately
named www.sermonaudio.com. Included on this site
are sermons by preachers from many denominations.
There are also reading of “classic” sermons by the likes
of Charles Spurgeon, John Bunyan and John Calvin.

With Sermon Audio you are able to browse sermons by
books of the Bible, topic, speaker, and date. You can
find these links on the left column just underneath the
“Start Here / News” section. Each section is broken into
sub-sections which you simply follow by clicking the ap-
propriate link. There is also a search box in the top right
corner of the page.

Just as an example, we will follow how to download a
sermon by John Bunyan. Click on the link Sermons by
Speaker : scroll down the list to find Bunyan, John and
click on that link. On the page that loads there will be a
list of sermons. You can either click the “Heading” link to
get more information, or else click “Play” to listen online
or “mp3” to download.

When you click to download you will be prompted to
subscribe to their newsletter. You may do so, or else
simply click “Later” not to. About the only thing | don't
like about this site is that the sermons are organised by
numbers. So | prefer to give meaningful names. You
can come up with your own scheme, how | like to do it
is, and just as an example:

Bible Reference — Message — Preacher — Date — ID
Number.

Titus 3v7-8 'The Best Way To Provoke Good Works' —
John Bunyan [1995-08-06] - 51007124525.mp3
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SARAH’S DAUGHTERS

We sometimes feel
that we are hard
. ._] done by living in

~ -| these days. But
when we read about
'| the commitment of
&| some of God's Peo-
| ple in the past and
the present, we are
| put to shame.

Here we reproduce
an account of the
death of "the two
Margarets” in Wig-
=l townshire. Today
there is an imposing monument [standing about
25 metres high] on the hill in the centre of the
town. On a visit to the town many years ago spe-
cifically to see where the two Margaret's died, |
asked one of the local businessmen what the
monument was. His reply was: "l don't know."
They are forgotten - but we ought not to forget
them.

This account can be found in:

A CLOUD OF WITNESSES by Rev. John H. Thomson.
Google maps will help you locate Wigtown if you don't
know where it's located in Scotland.

UPON the 11th of May 1684, [1685] Margaret Lauchlane
in the parish of Kirkinner, and Margaret Wilson in Glenver-
nock in the shire of Galloway, being sentenced to death
for their noncompliance with prelacy, and refusing to
swear the oath of abjuration, by the Laird of Lagg, [i.e., Sir
Robert Grierson,] Captain Strachan, Colonel [Winram] Mr.
David Graham, and Provost Cultron [i.e.of Wigtown], who
commanded them to receive their sentence on their
knees, which they refusing, were pressed down by force
till they received it: and so were by their order tied to a
stake within the sea-mark, in the water of Blednoch near
Wigtown, where, after they had made them wrestle long
with the waves, which flowing, swelled on them by de-
grees, and had sometimes thrust them under water, and
then pulled them out again to see if they would recant,
they enduring death with undaunted courage, yielded up
their spirits to God.

The former was a widow woman of about sixty-three, of a
most Christian and blameless conversation, a pattern of
piety and virtue, who having constantly refused to hear the
curates, was much pursued and vexed, and. at length
taken by the soldiers while she was devoutly worshipping
God in her family; and being indicted of being at Bothwell

Bridge, Airsmoss, and twenty field conventicles, and as
many house conventicles, after sore and long imprison-
ment, without necessary refreshments of fire, bed, or diet,
at length suffered this cruel death.

The other (Margaret Wilson), a young woman of scarce
twenty-three years of age, after she with her brother, who
was about nineteen, and her sister fifteen years old, had
been long driven from their father’s house, and exposed to
lie in dens and caves of the earth, wandering through the
mosses and mountains of Carrick, Nithsdale, and Gallo-
way, going to Wigtown secretly to visit the foresaid Marga-
ret Lauchlane, was taken by the fraud of one Patrick Stu-
art, who, under color of friendship, having invited her and
her sister to drink with him, offered them the king’s health,
and upon their refusal of it, as not warranted in God’s
Word, and contrary to Christian moderation, went pres-
ently out and informed against them.

Her sister was dismissed, as being but fifteen years of
age, upon her father’s paying a hundred pounds sterling
for her ransom;she being detained and examined,
whether she owned the king as head of the Church and
would take the abjuration-oath; not answering to their
pleasure, but adhering to the truths of Christ, was in like
manner condemned, and after great severities of impris-
onment, suffered the foresaid death; being put oft into the
water, and when half-dead taken up again, to see if she
would take the oath, which she refused to her last breath.

While her fellow sufferer was wrestling with the waves, as
being put first in to discourage her; the persecutors asked
her what she thought of that sight? She answered, “What
do | see but Christ (mystical) wrestling there?” One of the
times that she was taken out of the water they said, Say
“God save the king:” she returning with Christian meek-
ness, “| wish the salvation of all men, but the damnation of
none:”

Upon which one of her friends, alleging she had said what
they demanded, desired them to let her go; but they would
not, seeing she refused to take the oath.

During her imprisonment she wrote a large letter to her
friends, wherein, besides the lively and feeling expres-
sions of her sense of God’s love, she doth, with a judg-
ment not usual for her age and education, disclose the
unlawful nature of the Abjuration Oath, hearing of curates,
owning the king’s Supremacy, which was the thing the
persecutors meant by his authority, and proves the neces-
sity of her suffering upon these heads.

[The Picture is an artist’s impression of what happened.
Today, the sea is about 2 kilometres from the actual site
where the drowning took place due to silting over the
years. It might also be noted that the tides come in very
quickly here. A description of how quickly the tide may
come in [from a century later] may be found in Alexander
Smellie’s book, “Men of the Covenant”, Banner of Truth
Trust, 1975, pp 420-21.]

“There are two kings and two kingdoms in Scotland. There is Christ Jesus the King and His King-
dom the Kirk, whose subject King James the Sixth is and of whose kingdom [he is] not a king, nor a
lord, nor a head, but a member.” [The words of Andrew Melville [1545-1622] to James the Sixth.]
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CALEB’S CLUB......

“I AM ABOUT TO GO THE WAY
OF ALL THE EARTH ..”

In Joshua 23 we have Joshua's Farewell to Israel. And
like many Biblical leaders, Joshua takes the opportunity
to instruct those whom he has in his care. We noticed in
a previous study [May issue] that he reminds them that
God is Good.

COMMITTMENT IS CRUCIAL.

But he also tells them that Committment is Crucial. This
follows on from the fact that God is good. After all, if God
is Good and our enjoyment of Everything Good depends
on Him, then the most important thing in the world is for
us to be loyal to him. On the other hand the most foolish
thing in the world is to turn away from the Source of all
Good. And there are three areas where Commitment to
God is Crucial.

Committment to God's Word.

The first area he mentions where committment is crucial
is in regard to the Word of God - The Book of the Law:
verse 6. "Be very strong. Be careful to obey all that is
written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without turning
aside to the right or to the left". In Moses' day "the Book
of the Law of Moses" was the only part of the Word of
God in existence. And so Joshua says to the People that
they are to listen, learn, and put into practice its teach-
ing. They are not to deviate from it either by adding to its
requirement, or by taking away from its requirements.
And he reminds them that its not going to be easy: "Be
strong; be careful to obey" or "Be very courageous to
keep and do all that is written in the Book of the Law of
Moses." Spiritual strength is needed to put into practice
the teaching of the Law of God. It was needed to obey
the Lord's terms of Conquest - and Spiritual strength will
still be need to remain true to that Law.

And the same holds true for us today who have the com-
pleted Revelation of God. Spiritual strength is needed
for us to remain true to it and put it into practice in our
lives. There's a whole range of issues in which it would
be easy to cave into popular pressure today. For exam-
ple, keeping the Lord's Day; Singing Psalms, or having
Women as Ministers. It might make us a little bit more
popular, and less odd. But what does the Word of God
say to us? That must be our authority. And to cling to
that when everybody else is doing something different is
not easy. We must be very strong and careful to obey all
that is written, "without turning aside to the right or to the
left".
Committed to Separation.

Another thing that the People must be committed to is
their Separation from the Nations round about them.
Verse 7. "Do not associate with these nations that re-
main among you; do not invoke the names of their gods
or swear by them. You must not serve them or bow
down to them". God's People have a Unique God; they
have Unique Revelation from God; they have Unique
Beliefs and Teachings that come from that Word of God.
And they are to hold to those Unique Beliefs, and Live
out their Unique Way of Life without Compromise or As-
similation. They are to be Different and maintain that
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difference at all costs. And one of the ways of doing that
is avoid mimicking or assimilating the religion of others,
forming alliances with them, or by developing close as-
sociations with them by way of Marriage. There is to be
no religious multiculturalism or integration in Israel. They
are to be distinct and different and make sure of it.

There are two big buzz words today. One is on Multicul-
turalism - allowing everybody to have their beliefs and
culture; and the other is on Integration - building one
nation and one world where we're all One Big Happy
Family. You would think these two great forces would
destroy each other: We can be different and We can't be
different. But people and Governments do a nice jug-
gling act: You can be different - but not too different -
and we'll tell you where you can be different. You can be
as different as you want in your beliefs, as long as they
don't effect really important things. You can have your
religious freedom - but don't criticize other people. You
can have political freedom - but don't you dare say the
things some people say.

Its just like the Ancient World. The Romans permitted all
kinds of Religions - provided everyone recognized the
Emperor as god. They allowed Multiculturalism. But it
had limits. Integration was based on allegiance to the
Roman Emperor as God and Saviour. And if you didn't
join the Big Happy Family by worshipping him, you'd
better watch out! God's People refused to Integrate. In-
deed, God's People when they're true to their Calling
have always refused to Integrate. They are not able to
do so because God and His Word makes them different.
And as a result they suffered. But that is exactly what
we're called to do: Be Separate. And if we put the Lord
and his Word first in our lives, then that will happen.

Committed To Love the Lord.

And this leads to one other area where Commitment is
Crucial - and that's in the area of our affections. Look at
verse 11. "Be very careful to love the Lord your God"
This is really the most fundamental Committment of all.
If we love the Lord then everything else is going to fall
into place, isn't it? If we love the Lord we'll want to listen
to his Word, and submit willingly to his authority. If we
love him in our hearts, we will want to serve him exclu-
sively. We will not tolerate any rival to him; or any rival
way of life to his; and we’ll want to see that ourselves
and our families maintain that exclusive allegiance to
him.

The tragedy today is that so many people separate the
Law of God and Love. If we really love, we won't worry
about the Law of God. And if we truly Love others we'll
say their view is just a different way of looking at the
same thing. The truth is that following God's Word and
Separation from the World is the evidence of the Su-
preme Love - Love to our God, who wants us to love
Him with all our hearts. And to the extent we do that,
we'll be more diligent in following his Word, and giving
him the exclusive place he deserves in all that we do.
We'll love his Word; We'll be proud of Him, simply be-
cause we love him. And if we do love the Lord, and
demonstrate it in terms of obedience and separation,
then, as Joshua indicates here, the sky is the limit to
what may happen: "One of you routs a thousand, be-
cause the Lord fights for you, just as he promised".
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PRESBYTERIAN AGENDA

SPEAK TO ONE ANOTHER IN
PSALMS - Rev. Dr. Dennis Muldoon.

The medium of instruction at the Presbyterian Theological
Seminary in India is English, so all classes are in English.
But one day the whole chapel was in a language called
Malayalam. It was beautiful listening to the melodious
singing. The harmony was delightful- but | could not un-
derstand a word. Did it matter that most of the people
could not understand the words?

As a Reformed Seminary they knew the importance of
worshippers understanding what was being said. Their
policy is that an English translation must be provided of
all songs sung in languages other than English. They
took seriously the Scripture which commands worship be
in words easy to understand (1Cor 14:9). They took seri-
ously the teaching of the Westminster Confession of Faith
(WCF 1:V111) which states that the Scriptures ‘are to be
translated into the vulgar language of every nation unto
which they come’.

| had the privilege to teach some twenty students the
Book of Psalms. These students loved to sing praises to
God. Every day they would sing in chapel and | would
often hear them singing at other times. |
decided to let them sing in class, and
appropriately we sang psalms- from the
book ‘Sing Psalms’. They were surprised
to see all the psalms written for singing
and enjoyed learning some new tunes.

| told the students how at one time Re-
formed and Presbyterian churches sang
only psalms in public worship. Whilst
there were theological and political pres-
sures to change this practice, there was
also a time when worshippers had to
endure woeful singing of only 12 tunes.

In his book ‘Four Centuries of Scottish
Psalmody’ Millar Patrick comments that in
true Scottish fashion they resisted any new tunes for over
a century. Such practice did little to encourage singing of
the psalms.

Speaking in Psalms

The psalms were written by David and other inspired writ-
ers, and sung in private and public worship under the old
covenant. The Book of Psalms became the song book of
the Jews. And it was also the songbook of the early
church. Therefore when you come together each of you
has a psalm... (1Cor 14:26). Christians were commanded
by the apostle Paul to sing for the edification of one an-
other.

Ephesians 5:19 is a great verse. Too often we see it as a
text defending our practice of singing only psalms in pub-
lic worship, but it is a wonderfully positive text. Paul is
telling the church how they should live as ‘a new creation’
in Christ Jesus. Now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of the light (5:8). Understand the will of the Lord
he says, as those who are wise. Speak to one another in
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
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“In many cultures peo-
ple pass on knowl-
edge in songs which
they teach their chil-
dren. They sing as
they work — they
speak to one another
in song.”

melody in your heart to the Lord (Eph 5:19). Psalms are
to be sung from the heart. They are to be sung with un-
derstanding. It is not a matter of beautiful language; it is
matter of praising God in a language that can be under-
stood, a matter of words that come from the heart.

Writing to the Colossians, Paul said much the same thing
as he did to the Ephesians. He wrote /et the word of
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and ad-
monishing one another in psalms, hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord (Col
3:16).

In his commentary the Book of Psalms, Allan Harman
writes that the psalms ‘speak to us and for us’. In the
psalms we have a wonderful insight into the heart of
David, and indeed into the heart of our God. The psalms
help us to search our own hearts and from there bring our
prayers and praise to God.

While reluctantly acknowledging that Ephesians does
mean we can speak to one another in psalms, some
commentators will not accept that we can teach and ad-
monish one another in psalms- it is most unnatural they
say. But their experience is very limited. In many cultures
people pass on knowledge in songs which they teach
their children. They sing as they work —
they speak to one another in song.
Maybe some people have never seen
a good musical!

The psalms as we know are appended
to most pocket versions of the New
Testament. They are most useful to a
pastor as he speaks, as he teaches
and counsels the people under his
care.

Words easy to understand

In 1 Corinthians 14:9 Paul tells the
church they must speak in words easy
to understand. What did he mean? The
context of this passage is speaking in tongues, but the
principle remains valid for any word spoken, or any word
sung for teaching and building up the people of God.

Paul meant that in church or when you come together for
worship, you must speak in a language that people can
understand. Words easy to understand, literally means ‘a
clear word’. Some translate this as unless you speak in-
telligible words but it is more than this- it is easily intelligi-
ble-words easy to understand. Otherwise how will it be
known what is spoken?

Accepting this principle, examine the psalms we sing.
Many in the PCEA have grown up singing from ‘the
Psalms of David in metre’, a version approved by the
Church of Scotland in 1650. However, the English lan-
guage has changed somewhat in the last 350 years, so
today we find anomalies such as that in Psalm 18:24,
which in the 1650 Psalter reads as follows:

Pure to the pure, froward thou kyth’st
Unto the froward wight.
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What do these words mean? Turning to the Oxford dic-
tionary is no help for the words ‘froward’ and ‘kyth’st’ are
not there. The word ‘wight’ is there with the notation ‘n.
archaic.person- Old English= thing, creature’. We could
search further to find the meaning of these archaic terms,
but do we have to? Could we not simply turn to a transla-
tion of the original Hebrew which is in today’s English?

If you look in the Bible (NKJV) you will find this verse
translated as

With the pure you will show yourself pure

And with the devious you will show yourself shrewd.

Do you need a dictionary to understand these words? If
so you will certainly find all these words there.

Shall we look further to words found in the 1994 Psalter
called ‘Sing Psalms’ published by the Free Church of
Scotland?

With pure men you yourself are pure,
But with the crooked you are shrewd.

Children can sing these words with understanding. If your
neighbours hear you singing at home they will understand
the words. If someone comes into the church and hears
these words being sung they will understand, and even
be convinced and convicted, according to the apostle
Paul (1Cor 14:24).

Do strangers go out from your church saying God is truly
among you or you are all out of your mind? (1 Corinthians
14:283, 25). Do you want them going away saying that ‘Oh,
those songs were such a blessing to my soul’ or saying
‘Oh, those songs took me back a hundred years’!

Which principle?

There are of course people who love old languages.
There are those who love Shakespearean language. It
has a beauty and attraction all its own. But there are also
those who love to worship using an ancient language be-

cause they think it is more holy or reverent. Holy lan-
guage is a vital principle of worship for some Roman
Catholics (Latin), for Muslims (Arabic) and for Hindus
(Sanskrit).

The Reformers, however, operated by a different princi-
ple. They maintained that worship must be in the lan-
guage people spoke and understood. It was a fundamen-
tal principle of the Reformation that the Scriptures must
be in the vernacular, the common language of the people.
Wycliffe, Luther, and Tyndale were ready to risk their lives
in the endeavour to make the Bible available in the lan-
guage people spoke. And as we all know, language
changes whether we like it or not.

Writing of Tyndale, Llewellin said ‘A century and a half is
a long stretch of time and the English language had
changed considerably since the time of Wycliffe- that was
one of the reasons for Tyndale’s activities’. Tyndale died
at the stake for translating and distributing the Bible in the
common language of the people.

The word of God is to be preached to all people. Singing
of the Psalms, the hymnbook of Scripture, is part of
preaching and teaching of the Word of God. We support
the singing of psalms in worship, but can we blame peo-
ple for not singing psalms with us when they do not un-
derstand what they are singing? Are they not the ones
upholding the principle of Scripture and the Reformation?
Paul bluntly warns us of the danger of speaking into the
air. He who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation
and comfort to men.

Today, just as much as in the days of the apostle Paul,
just as much as in the days of Reformation, we need to
hear the Word of God and sing the Word of God in our
own language so that we might be built up in our faith,
that we might encourage others and bring comfort to men
and women from the Scriptures.

CHURCH LIFE..

PROPERTY PURCHASE IN MELBOURNE

On Monday evening 28 May a prop-
erty was noted on the internet that
looked as if it had possibilities for the
new parish in process of formation -
to be called All Nations PCEA.

It was inspected on Tuesday and
again on Thursday, and purchase
approved by the Deacons’ Court.
Southern Presbytery met on Wednes-
day 6 June and gave hearty support
to the purchase.

Rev.Tut Yoa

The property consists of a four bedroom manse about 50
years old, but extended and renovated of more recent
years, on a level corner site in Springvale handy to public
transport (train and bus). It includes an additional building
with facilities with separate access from the side street.

Following out the procedure passed by the recent Synod,
approval was sought from the Synod Finance Committee
which very expeditiously recommended the purchase pro-
ceed with funding from the former Hamilton monies. The

Administration Committee accepted this recommendation
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and the contract proceeds with settlement on 20th August.
While not providing for Lord’s Day services, the acquisi-
tion is a move forward, and will give a base for pastoral
care and leadership training.

The location is roughly equidistant from the existing 3 Mel-
bourne centres, ie about 17 kms from each, and is well
located for access by Sudanese folk, particularly those
reliant on public transport.

Note: Presbytery has recognized Glen Huntly-Dandenong
as a proposed new parish. Readers will be encouraged to
know that givings have tripled in the first 5 months this
year compared to the same period last year and now ex-
ceeds several of our established congregations.

OTHER SNIPPETS ...

OThe Rev Les Percy has been supplying the Brisbane
Congregation while the Rev. Dr Wes Hanna and Mrs
Hanna have had a well earned holiday, first in Northern
Ireland, and then in Maryborough, where they were able
to be on hand for the birth of another grandchild [a boy for
David and Theresa]

O John and Jim Cromarty are bearing most of the Supply
in the Manning Congregation. Trevor Leggott and Alan
McKay have assisted recently.
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BETWEEN YOU AND ME ......

“Between You and Me” is almost squeezed out - or
squeezed in - this month! However, this doesn’t indicate
a lot of material. It simply means that we are making
available now for our hard copy readers some of the ma-
terial that was on the old Banner website, which has now
“disappeared”. We still have the full Text of “The Ramsay

Collection” to reproduce, and some Bible Studies under
the title of “A Bird’s Eye View of the New Testament.”
These will come over in the next few months. Meanwhile,
may | encourage Congregations to contribute news
items. While the Church grapevine works reasonably
well, there are always gaps in the information!

Gog and Magogq - Continued from page 7

[5] Further, on the ground of a literal description, there is
the collateral consideration of its becoming utterly impos-
sible to make out a prophetical harmony; the prophets in
that case do not mutually confirm, but, on the contrary,
oppose and contradict each other. Here the great contro-
versy, which finally adjudges the cause of heathendom, is
represented as taking issue on the mountains of Israel,
and covering the whole land with the slain. In Isaiah 34,
we have, to all appearance, the same controversy - the
controversy of the Lord's judgment upon Zion's adversar-
ies, when his indignation was to be "upon all nations, and
his fury upon all their armies"- determined upon the moun-
tains of Edom. In Joel, again, it takes place in the valley of
Jehoshaphat, or the valley of decision (chap. 3: 12, 14);
and in Zechariah (chap. xiv.) in the immediate neighbour-
hood of Jerusalem, as also in the Apocalypse (chap. 20)
around the camp of the saints and the beloved city. Thus
we have three or four distinct localities, each represented
as the scene of a last conflict, ending in a final triumph to
the cause of God over the leagued hostility of the world. If

held to be literal descriptions, they, of course, mutually
destroy one another; for the localities being different (as
also many of the accompanying circumstances), they
must either be ideal delineations under various aspects of
what was to happen, or they are literal and contradictory
descriptions.

[6] Finally, pointing, as all these prophetical descriptions
do, and the one before us in particular, to the latter ages
of the world - to the times of the Messiah-the gross carnal-
ity of the representation in respect to God's dealing with
the adversaries demands a non-literal interpretation. Un-
der the old covenant, when the Church was still in its
childhood, it was necessary to employ to a large extent
the outward and material; carnal elements had a promi-
nent place in the immediate service of God, and they
could not fail to be much resorted to in the administration
of the kingdom, so long as it had a political existence in
the world. His people had then often to defend themselves
with a carnal sword, and often in the successful exercise
of this did God's power and goodness appear to his peo-

ple.

OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE ....

The Presbyterian Banner is the
official magazine of the Presbyterian
Church of Eastern Australia. The

[CAPS] Kurrawang

ASAP / Term 3, 2007.

Primary Teachers
Two positions are currently available.

veniently accessed in nearby Kalgootrlie.

For an application package contact:
Luse Tamata

PH: (08) 9091 2590 FX: (08) 9021 8781
Email: kurracap@bigpond.com

Christian Aboriginal
Parent-Directed School

The CAPS Board is seeking qualified Christian teachers who are eligi-
ble for WACOT registration for the following positions starting

CAPS Kurrawang is an Independent Primary school with approximately 40
Indigenous students from Kindergarten to Year 7. It is located in
Kurrawang Aboriginal Christian Community, 18km west of Kalgoorlie, WA.
Kurrawang is a quiet and well-run community in a picturesque setting.
Housing within the community is available for staff and all services are con-

PCEA was established in 1846 and
adheres to the Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith (1647) as its doctrinal
standard.

Literary contributions are welcome
although a stamped envelope should
be included for a response to unsolic-
ited material. Submission by email is
preferred.

Unsigned articles are by the Editor.
The opinions expressed in signed
articles are those of the authors not
necessarily of the editor or the PCEA.
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Rev. Ray Murray,
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South Grafton,

NSW, 2460.

Tel/Fax 02 6643 4272.

Email: raymurray @ aapt.net.au.

Subscriptions [11 Issues per year]
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