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THE BIG LOSER
A Study on Revelation 12: 7-17

If there's one truth that comes out clearly in verses 7-17 of Revelation 12 it's the de-
feat and desperation of the Devil. He’s the Big Loser. He’s defeated in his war in
heaven, and in his attempts to get at the Church — and he’ll be defeated in his at-
tempts to destroy individual Christians. As Leon Morris puts it, “The troubles of the
persecuted righteous arise, not because Satan is too strong but because he is
beaten.” [Commentary, p163]. And to appreciate all this we'll look at the Devil as
[1] A Sure Loser — cast out of heaven en route to hell!

[2] A Sore Loser — trying desperately to get the better of the Church; and finally as
[3] A Shameless Loser — reduced to going after individual Christians in the world.

A SURE LOSER.
First of all, the Devil is A Sure Loser. We see this from this War in Heaven — and how
he lost it. | suppose we could say that the Devil became a Sure Loser as soon as he
lifted himself up against God. Anyone who does that is bound to fail. But we’re not left
to deduction here. We’re reminded again and again that he’s a sure loser. Four times
we’re told that he was “hurled down.” The Lord Jesus tells us in unmistakeable lan-
guage that he’s finished! And to see how true this is we’ll look at this War here: When
it happened, who were involved in it, what it was about, and how Satan well and truly
lost it. And remember: We're thinking about a “war in heaven”. It’s not a war in the sky
— like the pictures you see of the Battle of Britain. Nor is it a war in “the heavens”. It
was a war in heaven itself.

When The War took Place.
When did this war occur? We get some idea of when this war took place by taking
notice of some of the indicators here. For example, it’s fairly clear when it ended.
Verse 13 makes it quite clear that the Church is still on earth after this war in heaven
has finished. There we’re told how the Devil pursues the Woman and her offspring. In
fact we can be even more precise about when the Battle ended. It was just prior to the
Church [The Woman] going into the Wilderness because we read that it was Satan’s
persecution that led to her being taken into the wilderness. And if we go back to verse
6 we see that this followed immediately on the arrival of the male Child and his being
caught up to Heaven — that is, after our Lord’s Resurrection and Ascension. So, if the
Battle in heaven ended when Jesus rose from the dead its clear that it lies in the OT
period. And verse 10 makes it clear that this wasn’t a sporadic battle. In this Procla-
mation after the Battle we’re told it was Satan who accused our brethren before God
“day and night.” This war had been going on for a long time.

Who were involved in It.
But who were involved in it? On the one side there were the “goodies” — Michael and
his angels [messengers]. And on the other side were the “baddies™The Devil and his
angels. In the Bible, Michael, the Archangel, is represented as the one who fights for
God’s People against the Devil and evil. There are two passages that bring this out —
Daniel 10:13, and Jude 9. In Daniel 10:13 we’re told how a prince withstood Daniel,
but “then, Michael, one of the chief princes came to help me.” And then in Jude we’re




told that he contended with the Devil over the body of
Moses. On the other side, we have the Dragon — and his
messengers. And we're told three things about the
Dragon. First, he’s called Satan — which means Adver-
sary. The word can simply mean “adversary”. But over
time it became a proper name with a legal ring about it —
meaning the “Accuser” - Adversary in the sense of a
“prosecutor who accuses men before God in the heav-
enly Court.” This idea would be very meaningful to peo-
ple in the Roman World. They knew of people called de-
lators who made a living out of accusing people before
the authorities. Such is the description of the devil here.
And then he’s called the devil — diabolus — which means
Slanderer. And finally, he’s also called a “deceiver”. He’s
the one who deceives the whole world. Against this Ac-
cuser, Slanderer, and Deceiver and his angels, Michael
and his angels take action. They don’t sit back and let
him get away with his slanderous accusations against
God’s People.

What the War was About.
And this really leads us into the “100 dollar question”:
What was this “war” all about? When we read about a
War in Heaven we immediately think of a cosmic battle
that would make “Star Wars” look like a picnic! But we
need to change that picture. We need to
think of a Courtroom battle — or if you
like, a “War of Words” — with Charges
and Counter -charges being made. On
the one side you have the Accuser and
all his assistants — and then — at the
Defence Table - you have Michael and
his aides. Seeing the battle in this way
does justice to the name given to the
Devil. It also does justice to what Satan

is said to have been doing: Accusing the ~€arth himself to destroy
the work of devil”

brethren before God day and night.
There in the court of heaven, there had
been a constant barrage of charges
against God’s People. But most important of all, this way
of looking at the battle agrees with the representations
of the Devil’'s activity we have in the OT. For example, in
Job, chapter 1, we read that Satan came along among
the sons of God and accused Job of only serving God
for what he could get out of him. And then in Jude 9 we
have that cryptic statement about Michael contending
with the Devil over the body of Moses — and saying:

The Lord rebuke you.” And then in Zechariah 3 we read
about Joshua the High Priest standing before the angel
of the Lord, “and Satan standing at his right side to ac-
cuse him” — and the Angel speaks in similar terms as
Michael in the case of Moses. In other words, this battle
in heaven is all about the standing of the OT saints. Sa-
tan, “day and night” had been arguing that they shouldn’t
be saved — they shouldn’t have eternal life — they should-
n’t be in heaven at all. They were self interested people
serving God for what they can get out of him; they didn’t
deserve to have glorified bodies; and, because they’re
sinners, they’re unfit for service in the Kingdom of God.
The evidence is there at least from the time of Abraham
till the Return from Captivity that Satan was arguing with
God about his people — and calling into question their
right to salvation.

But you might say, how could there be any basis for
such a challenge? Hadn’t God promised to send a Sav-
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“ This war was brought
to an end when God
unleashed his “Spiritual
Dynamite” on earth:
When in the person of
His Son he came to

iour into the world to save them? Hadn’t the matter al-
ready been settled in the Eternal Plan of God? Doesn’t
the Bible say that Jesus is the Lamb of God, “slain be-
fore the foundation of the world?” And hadn’t the Lord
already, right from day 1 indicated that the seed of the
woman would bruise the head of the Serpent. Indeed all
this is true. But the great failing of the Devil is that He
doesn’t really believe the Word of God, and acknowl-
edge the Plan and Purpose of God. He thinks he can
frustrate that Plan. And so, whilever the Death and Res-
urrection of Jesus only exists in God’s Plan and God'’s
Promise, Satan thinks he’s in there with a chance — that
he can deny God'’s People a place in Heaven — and be-
yond that — prove that God is unjust, and unholy, and
unrighteous — that, at bottom, God himself is no better
than the Devil himself. And of course, if you don’t believe
the Word of God, then his arguments would have a sem-
blance of truth. In the OT the sinner’s debt had not been
paid, his sins had not been atoned for, and legally, he
had no right to come into the presence of God, and enjoy
the hope of a blessed resurrection. And that’'s why the
great red Dragon desperately wanted to prevent the child
from being born, and to devour the child when he was
born. If the child comes — and does what God has said
he would do - then the Devil's Case
against God'’s People is finished —
and God has won again.

How the War Ended.
And this really brings us to the end of
this War in Heaven. The Second
World War was brought to a speedy
end when the atomic bombs were
dropped on Japan. This war was
brought to an end when God
unleashed his “Spiritual Dynamite” on
earth: When in the person of His Son
he came to earth himself to destroy
the work of devil. Or to change the
figure, the Court room proceedings were brought to a
rapid halt when the Defense presented its clinching
argument — the atoning death, and the glorious resurrec-
tion of the Lord Jesus. In courtroom dramas, we often
see the defense foiled time after time, until right at the
last moment, the final bit of evidence, the lynch pin of the
whole case, finally falls into place — and the defense
produces it's key witness that completely devastates the
case of the “Prosecution”. Well that's what happened in
the Death and the Resurrection of Jesus. Michael and
his angels were able to present the greatest argument,
the clinching argument for the defense. When Jesus en-
tered that courtroom there was nowhere for Satan and
his Team to look; nothing for them to do, nothing for
them to say. All their arguments against the salvation of
men and women — all their slanderous accusations about
these poor saints of God - fell to the ground. [cf Hebrews
11:32-40] God is Just — and the Justifier of those who
believe in Jesus — or in the words of this proclamation
here: “They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and
by the word of their testimony.” And thereupon the Devil
and his minions were hurled out of the Court of Heaven.
They’d been tolerated because God is just and the his-
torical proof wasn’t there. But when Jesus had accom-
plished all that had to be done, Satan was hurled out of
heaven — and on his way to hell - and he knows it.
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BLOGGING ABOUT...
OUR NEW MODERATOR ELECT.

Our congratulations go to the new Moderator Elect, the
Rev. Dr. Rowland Ward of the Knox Congregation in
Melbourne. Dr. Ward, along with his wife Anna, has
served the Church for over 30 years, first in Tasmania,
and then in Melbourne, written numerous books and

articles, and edited this magazine for many years.

The Moderator’s job is not an easy one. Pray for Row-
land [and Anna] as he prepares his Moderatorial ad-

dress, and leads the Synod in its worship and business.

EVOLUTIONARY THEORIES

QUESTIONED.

A Report in the ABC News on Thursday, April 26 tells
us that the study of the genetic complexity of the Coral
reef has raised serious questions for the theory of
Evolution. According to the Report, after identifying
about 10,000 genes, some scientists believe coral could
contain more genes than humans who posses about
20,000. Hitherto, coral has been considered to be a sim-
ple animal.

Now, Professor David Miller says its genetic complexity
challenges the notion that life started out simple then
evolved to become more sophisticated. He says:
"There's this intrinsic tendency to think about a slow
accumulation of complexity and a slow accumulation of
genes which have allowed an increased morphological
complexity in higher animals and what the coral ge-
nomes tell us is that that's completely wrong and that
most genes were invented very early in animal evolu-
tion." He also pointed out that coral shares many genes
with humans. [ABC News]

We look forward to reports on further studies in this
area.

WIKIPEDIA, THEOPEDEA,
CONSERVAPEDIA and
WICKEDPEDIA!

Browsing around on the Internet - actually looking for a
digital copy of Patrick Fairbairns commentary on Ezekiel
- | came across another "pedia" - Theopedia. It looks
like an interesting addition to Wikipedia, which has
come under some criticism in recent days. Some educa-
tional institutions are frowning on the use of Wikipedia
by their students, maintaining that it's too subjective and
unreliable as an information source.

Another critic, and another alternative to Wikipedia has
emerged - Conservapedia. This headline appeared re-
cently [March 2] in the Guardian: "Wikipedia — or Wick-
edpedia: Conservapedia - the US religious right's an-
swer to Wikipedia." Bobbie Johnson, technology corre-
spondent, writes: The online reference site Wikipedia
has a new foe: evangelical Christians. A website
founded by US religious activists aims to counter what
they claim is "liberal bias" on Wikipedia, the open ency-
clopedia which has become one of the most popular
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sites on the web. The founders of Conservapedia.com
say their site offers a "much-needed alternative" to
Wikipedia, which they say is "increasingly anti-Christian

and anti-American™".

The founder of Conservapedia, Andy Schlafly, tells how
he's tried to edit the material on Wikipedia, but, he says
"In one case my factual edits were removed within 60
seconds - so editing Wikipedia is no longer a viable
approach.”

The general direction of Conservapedia is seen in the
following comment: "Among his criticisms listed on
Conservapedia, Mr Schlafly explains how many
Wikipedia articles often use British spelling instead of
American English and says that it "refuses" to give
enough credit to Christianity for the Renaissance.”
"Facts against the theory of evolution are almost
immediately censored." Further, its stated that
"Conservapedia was created as a project for home-
schooled children" and Mr. Schlafly "believes it could
eventually become a reference for teachers in the US."

GAY FAIRYTALES

According to a Report by Kate Kelland [Reuters, Lon-
don, March 13] "Children as young as four are being
taught about same-sex relationships through fairytales
and storybooks with gay and lesbian characters.

A pilot scheme to introduce children to gay issues is
running in several schools across England with stories
such as "King and King", about a gay prince, or "And
Tango Makes Three", about gay penguins who fall in
love and raise an adopted child. "The project,” the arti-
cle goes on to say, "is designed to help schools adjust
to new rules on promoting homosexuality as a lifestyle.”

There has been opposition to the project. Stephen
Green, Director of the religious campaign group, Chris-
tian Voice, says that its "hnomosexual propaganda" and
"Child abuse". He says: "The whole project is nothing
more than propaganda aimed at primary school children
to make them sympathetic to homosexuality."

It would seem that this is a gay fairytale in more ways
than one.

CREATION MUSEUM TO OPEN
SOON.

The new $30 million, 60,000-square-foot Creation Mu-
seum, built near Cincinnati's airport, is due to officially
open its doors on May 28. It has generated a great deal
of media attention. Mark Looy, Chief Operating Officer,
says: “Major newspaper articles have appeared across
the U.S., and media outlets such as CNN, Fox, NBC,
CBS, ABC, BBC and many others have already filmed
here."

As may be expected, it has come under close scrutiny
from those opposed to Evolution. According to Ken
Ham, the Director, “One leading anti-creationist visited
with the BBC for an interview. She was quoted in news
sources as saying she was frustrated that because the
museum was so professionally done — so first class —
she was worried kids would believe what is being taught
here! That's what we call an 'endorsement!™
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The Reformed Churches of New Zealand

A personal reflection from a son of the denomination
Sjirk Bajema

Broadly speaking, the Reformed Churches of New Zea-
land (RCNZ) developed as a result of the Dutch migra-
tion into the countries with a strongly Anglo-Saxon heri-
tage and ethnicity during the 1950’s. With the economic
situation as it was following World War 2 in the Nether-
lands, many sought the opportunities provided by Can-
ada, Australia, South Africa, and New Zealand.

Even more specifically, one may say that the RCNZ be-
gan as a result of those in this Dutch migration who
were from the different Reformed Churches in the Neth-
erlands. They were those amongst the migrants who
found the mainline denomination in New Zealand with
Calvinistic roots to have become somewhat less than
Reformed in doctrine and practice and coming out of the
context of the 19" century Dutch revival they sought to
be faithful to the Lord.

The input of local conservative Presbyterians

This set apart New Zealand as a different situation than
the other three countries mentioned above. For those
countries had existing denominations which were still
confessional, though perhaps from a more Presbyterian
background. So in those countries there were soon sis-
ter church relationships with other denominations.

In New Zealand this was not so. Indeed, once the Re-
formed Churches were instituted in New Zealand, a
number of individual families and, in one case, most of a
Presbyterian congregation together with her minister,
affiliated with the Reformed churches because they
recognised in these fledgling churches a confessionally
consistent denomination. Early members well recall the
translation of the early worship services from Dutch into
English for those ‘Kiwis’ who had joined the church.
This input into the life of the RCNZ by conservative New
Zealand Presbyterians also showed itself in the contacts
that developed with others overseas. As well as minis-
ters coming from the Christian Reformed Churches of
North America (which the Reformed Churches in
Australia also experienced) there were ministers who
came from the Orthodox Presbyterian Church of North
America — a connection which remains strong to the
present day.

Different sources for membership

The situation of no other definite reformed-confessional
denominations also meant that those from other conser-
vative denominations in the Netherlands generally joined
the RCNZ. Those who had been Article 31 (Canadian
Reformed and Free Reformed in Australia), and in the
Christian Reformed Church in the Netherlands, joined
the RCNZ. This particularly impacted on some congre-
gations in New Zealand more than others but it did
mean we were all in the same bond of churches.

Different entry requirements

A further characteristic in the migration process were the
restrictions the New Zealand government placed upon
those entering. Those acceptable were to be young, sin-
gle and fit people, in the vast majority of cases. So many
of the 1950’s Dutch migrants, which was the major
Dutch migration to New Zealand, were, like my parents,
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single upon entry. This did not preclude many of these
young men not having girl-friends before they came.
And then once they were a little settled here their fian-
cés would come out as single young women to work
here and marry their betrothed.

This is seen today in the distinct generations within our
churches. So there are those in their 70’ and 80’s now,
then their children in their 40’s and 50’s and their grand-
children in their 20’s. Sunday School class sizes are
somewhat down because of this generational factor, yet
there are lots of weddings, and an increasing number of
baptisms. And yet, that is not necessarily so in all the
churches. For there has come in the last fifteen years
the Africaaner migration, as South African Reformed folk
join a number of our churches, especially in the more
middle class suburban areas. Add to this other recent
migrant groups, such as the Koreans, and the RCNZ is
acquiring quite a cosmopolitan face to it.

The sizes of congregations

Another factor in the development of our churches were
the relative sizes of our congregations. There are few
churches with memberships of over three hundred, while
there are quite a number with membership around the
one hundred mark and even less. That has often raised
the question as to whether these congregations can be
sustainable financially. Relatives in the Netherlands tell
of needing at least so many hundreds of communicant
members to be able to support a church and all its com-
mitments. They have wondered how our churches do
that when they might have only fifty communicant mem-
bers or thereabouts. This is where the commitment level
of our folk is very high. All our churches are self-
supporting works, except for one that has been receiving
a small proportion in assistance through a synodical
committee. Tithing and generous giving are a hallmark
of many of our members. Overall, there are some 20
congregations in our federation of churches, with one
mission post close to institution (already self-
supporting). There are 2060 communicant members
with 1406 baptised members, thus making a total of
3466 souls.

Christian education

The small number within our churches and of our
churches also meant that Christian schools did not de-
velop at the same rate or same time as that of sister mi-
grant Reformed Churches elsewhere. The schools that
did arise weren’t always sustainable because of the diffi-
culty in attracting and keeping teachers with a reformed
confessional position. They have not been helped either
by the increasing number of families choosing to home
school their children. There has been growth in the num-
ber of those using this form of education for their chil-
dren, as the national home schooling movement testifies
to with regular publications and well-attended confer-
ences with speakers from overseas.

Recently there has been a resurgence in support for
private Christian schools. But this comes largely from
outside the Reformed churches. Several reformed con-
fessional schools, amongst private schools generally,
have experienced sudden growth and of a quantity well
above the maximum ten per cent student growth that
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integrated Christian schools are allowed under the pre-
sent socialist government (Integrated schools were those
that chose to enter into a contract with the previous con-
servative government of some seven and more years
ago whereby they are obligated to maintain the unique
character of the school while being a lot more closely
tied to State curriculum and supervision).

Rest homes

The same theme is noticeable with senior citizen’s retire-
ment complexes. While Canada and Australia have con-
fessionally-based senior citizen’s home organisations for
predominantly church members in the major urban ar-
eas, the same has not occurred here. Indeed, there is
only one such association and that at this stage is of the
one level independent unit structure.

The Youth movements

The situation youth-wise in our churches is very positive,
however. There is a healthy Cadet & Calvinette move-
ment which publishes its own quarterly magazine, ‘In
Touch’. In all the churches bar one or two you will find
these clubs. There is a strong interaction between the
clubs. There are combined camps on the local presbyte-
rial (classis) level, with an annual executive meeting of
counsellors from
all the Clubs and
a tri-annual Na-
tional Camp -
which may have
up to four hun-
dred boys and
girls and Coun-
sellors together
for a week. This
National gather-
ing is shared
between the
three Presbyter-
ies, as is also
the governing
board for the
movement. This
is also

reflected in the
youth clubs with presbyterial camps held usually one
long weekend annually and then the week-long annual
National Camp which is also shared between the three
Presbyteries. Some youth are also involved in publishing
their own magazine and we have regular input into our
denominational magazine from those in their 20’s.

The situation ecumenically in New Zealand today
The situation in terms of reformed-presbyterian denomi-
nations in New Zealand has changed little in the last fifty
years. There has been the recent formation of the Grace
Presbyterian (GPC) denomination, a group of those who
have withdrawn over the years from the very liberal
Presbyterian Church of New Zealand. The GPC have
ties with the Presbyterian Church in America, particularly
through the Briarwood church in Alabama, U.S.A.. There
is a warm fellowship with those folk on several local lev-
els but a wider connection has yet to bear fruit. Given the
individualistic nature of those congregations and the
more generally evangelistic rather than confessional ba-
sis they have, this may take some time. There are also
other smaller groups tied to overseas conservative de-
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nominations or of an independent basis.

The ties over the Tasman

The closest sister church relationship has historically
been with the Reformed Churches of Australia, recently
renamed Christian Reformed Churches of Australia
(CRCA). There has been quite a traffic across the Tas-
man Sea in terms of ministers and members over more
than fifty years. But as time has gone on the two federa-
tions have developed differently, leading to a situation
now where the CRCA have remained within the Re-
formed Ecumenical Council (REC) while the RCNZ left
some years ago, because of the continued membership
of a liberal denomination, and have joined the Interna-
tional Council of Reformed Churches (ICRC), a much
more overtly conservative body. The CRCA have also
confirmed their decision to admit women into the office of
deacon, and thus has adopted a distinctly different her-
meneutic. A number of their congregations also espouse
a seeker-sensitive worship, even being openly charis-
matic in several cases. Their most recent National Youth
Convention had as the key-note speaker the Senior Pas-
tor of one of Australia’s leading Pentecostal churches, a
man who concluded his talks with a time of prophesying
and casting out demons. Such occurrences and such a

direction are not endorsed by all within the CRCA. As a
result of that particular event, for example, an overture
subsequently went to the Synod seeking a tighter super-
vision over future Conventions.

The Reformed Theological College

The tie that really binds the RCNZ with Australia is the
Reformed Theological College (RTC). While the College
itself is an independent institution, it is largely dependent
on quotas raised by the CRCA and the RCNZ. It is an
institution which has richly blessed our churches with the
training of ministry students and lay people. Two of the
present full-time faculty of five were called from the
RCNZ.

The RCNZ Synod in 2005 took the step of entering into a
new arrangement with the RTC, however, because of
the view two of the professors had in relation to the
‘Word & Spirit’ issue (The Word & Spirit issue arose be-
cause of a decision made by the CRCA in 1991 that
there was a continuing revelatory gifting, albeit of a lim-
ited and lesser nature than the apostles had). This new
[Continued on page 16]
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ARCHIVAL....

Thirty Years in Fry Street

Church
By H W Ramsay

Now | would like to explain why matters moved so
slowly.

At the time | became a student, our church was at about
its very lowest. When | was ordained, there was but one
settled minister in Victoria, the Rev John Sinclair at
Geelong. The Rev J D Ramsay of Hamilton had resigned
from there. In NSW there were but three settled minis-
ters: Revs Wm McDonald of Sydney, S P Stewart at the
Manning and W N Wilson at East Maitland. Rev Wm
Grant was then advanced in years and was past taking
regular services. There was no settled minister nearer
to Grafton than the Rev S P Stewart of the Manning.

Travelling then was a tedious matter. A visit to the Cla-
rence by another minister meant that he really needed to
be at least three or four weeks away from his own peo-
ple, with little likelihood of obtaining suitable supply. Mr
Stewart would either have to
drive overland, a matter of noth-
ing less than five long days in a
buggy, or else to take the

steamer to Sydney and thenceto | |
the Clarence, Maclean, the Rich-
mond and Brunswick,

and Mr Stewart had also to at-
tend to the Hastings, with an oc-
casional visit to the Macleay. Mr |
Wilson had the Barrington under
his care, as well as the Hunter
which was over a day's driving
from his residence. There was
no resident quorum of the Pres-
bytery. Mr Stewart was the only
minister within the bounds, and in order for a meeting to
be held it was necessary for one or more of the ministers
to be appointed by Synod as assessor members, in order
to have the requisite quorum.

But it was the very fewness of the numbers that was the
deciding factor in my consenting to become a stu-
dent. | came to the help of the church because it was
weak.

Also at the time | became a student, there had been no
help whatever from Scotland as in later years. While |
was at Maclean, the Rev Dr Maclean came from Scot-
land and stayed three weeks in Australia. Some time
after him came Rev Jas Henry, Mr. Donald McDonald,
student, and Mr. T M McLean, a licentiate. In the course
of years then our church had Mr. Henry again, Mr. Donald
McDonald again, Mr. Galbraith and Mr. Malcolm McDon-
ald for some years each, also Mr. D A McDonald, Mr.
George McKay and Principal MacLeod, and Mr. Neil
Macleod who settled among us, as did Mr. McClean for
many years. So we owe much to the Church in Scotland
for its kindly help.

But to return to the day of ordination. There was a large
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Inside the Grafton Church today

gathering on that day, and good advice was given to both
minister and people. But there were no speeches of wel-
come and goodwill after the ceremony. No cup of tea, or
congregational welcome of any kind. It was about 36
years since there had been a previous settlement at Graf-
ton, and forty-five since there had been one at Maclean,
and perhaps the people forgot what the custom is. But |
am the only minister | know of in our church, or indeed of
any other, who was not accorded some kind of congre-
gational welcome. But | hope that when, in the good
Providence of God, it is your lot to have another minister
settled here, that he may receive one. Please do not
forget.

The Session

At first we had no Session of our own to function. At a
Session meeting there must be at least one minister and
two ruling elders. There were but Mr Anderson and my-
self. So Presbytery, at our request appointed two Asses-
sor elders from the Maclean congregation to assist us,
Mr. Duncan McLachlan and Mr Murdoch McPherson.
These brethren would have to come to Grafton or Brush-
grove almost every time we held a Session meeting, and
also at every Communion season, or at least one of
them would have to come. They rendered very much
valuable assistance in this way, and we also had the
assistance at times of Mr. Neil
Sutherland and Mr. James
Ross, from Maclean, beside
casual help from other of the
Maclean elders. After Mr. Ander-
son, the next ordination to elder-
ship was that of Mr Angus Bea-
ton on 3 June 1919. Mr. Beaton
was a very willing helper, and
rendered good service until he
left Grafton about ten years
later. Mr. Harrison was or-
. dained on 12 May 1921, and
from that date the Grafton Ses-
sion carried on its own work. For
many years Mr. Harrison has
been our Rep Elder to the Higher Church Courts, jour-
neying to Sydney year after year and spending weeks
at meetings, and bearing all the expense himself, except
for the railway fares. He has made a great sacrifice for
the church in this way. Mr. James Anderson and Mr.
David McPherson were ordained to the Eldership on 17
November 1926. Mr. McPherson resigned later from
office, the resignation being accepted on 16 December
1936.0ther ordinations were: Mr. Harry Fuller 13 No-
vember 1930; Mr. Kenneth Reid 23 November 1933; Mr.
Angus Gillies 22 October 1936. We now have Mr. Reid,
Mr. Fuller, Mr. Gillies in Grafton and Mr. E J Harrison at
Brushgrove, and Mr. J R Anderson.

The Church Building
When | came to Grafton it was in a fearful condition. It
had just previously been roofed with iron, but all of the
walls were discoloured with seepage through the bricks
and by the rain that ran down the inside of the walls. It
was lighted in those days with kerosene lamps, and it
was somewhat of a task attending to them and keeping
them clean, for the burners were old and would not work
well. Later the lamps were replaced with gas, which we
used for a number of years. The light was good and a
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wonderful improvement on the old kerosene lamps, but
the mantels were continually being broken, and this
was costly. | think the large moths, numbers of which
were about the church in those days were mainly re-
sponsible for the breakage of the gas mantels. Later,
we had electric light as it is today.

The church was ceiled and painted and the walls at-
tended to: A new floor [Miss McBride]; Carpet [Miss
McBride]; Path to gate [Miss McBride]; and 2 new
fences [Miss McBride]

Collection Plates
At first the collection in the morning was taken in the old
fashioned long-handled ladles, and in the evening a
common plate was left at the door to receive a retir-
ing collection. On Sabbath 24 November 1912 the col-
lection plates were used for the first time.

The Pulpit
This has been enlarged twice since those days. The

first one was but a small box indeed, and | well remem-
ber how some at least did not like to see it enlarged at
all. But it was a fearful place to be in on a hot Sabbath.

| well remember how one dear old friend remarked when
| was agitating for its enlargement, as a reason for
its not being altered, "Many a good sermon
has been preached in that old pulpit." How-
ever it is none too large today.

The Precentor’s Desk
It is only comparatively recently that
the Precentor's Desk has been re-
moved from in front of the pulpit, and |
know of at least one who was sorry to
see that go, and that one was my self,
for | had often longed to see it occupied
by a precentor, but as perhaps 25 years
or so had passed and none had ever used
it for precenting in, | was not able to put up a
good fight for its retention. Anyhow, we can
always get one erected if needed at any time.
[This was done, and it has been very capably occupied
by Mr C P King and latterly by Mr Alistair Cameron -
MH]

This leads me to speak of the Praise, in our church. |
will speak of Brushgrove first. In my early days here
we had in Brushgrove that Prince of Precentors, the
late Mr Alex Philip. After some years Mr Philip was
removed by death, and the praise was then led by Mrs
Philip until her decease in Nov 1936. Since that time
various members of the congregation have performed
this duty. In Grafton at first we had to depend principally
on Miss Mary Lowe. After two years or so Mr J W
Stewart settled in our midst, and undertook this duty.
For quite a number of years Mr Steward conducted
weekly Psalmody Class, with a very fair attendance.
The class was maintained for at least one to two hours
each night. Mr Stewart had a very strong voice. He
would get the Psalms from me, if they were ready, on
Saturday, and on Sabbath morning one could easily
hear him from the Manse, singing in his strong voice,
preparatory to the service. Mr Stewart took wonderful
interest in Psalmody, and indeed in all the work of the
church, and was a tower of strength to us in many
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“.it is most
distressing and dis-
heartening to a
minister to give out
a psalm of praise, a
joyous psalm, at the
commencement of
a service, as is
generally done, and
hear it sung mourn-
fully and slowly.’

ways. He was punctuality itself in his duties, and he
never missed a service, morning or evening, and on
weekdays would often leave his store to attend the
sanctuary. He was one of the good old school. But he
was removed by death in January 1926. Our next
regular precentor was Mr David McPherson, who also
rendered fine service, and was most regular in his at-
tendance, coming from South Grafton twice each Sab-
bath. He conducted the praise for a number of years.
He was succeeded by Mr Reid, who in a time of need
undertook this duty, in addition to the many others that
he performed for the church, being at the same time
Elder, taking his full share of conducting services
when necessary, and at the same time carrying out his
arduous duties as Clerk of Session, and Secretary of
the Committee which entail a lot of work. At the pre-
sent time, as we know, Mr King raises the tune for us
in his well-known and much appreciated manner.

Some time ago a Psalmody Class was conducted by
Mr. W Ensbey, but it did not receive the support it de-
served, and after some time it was discontinued. This
was regrettable, as Mr Ensbey was an able conductor,
and it was a grand opportunity for the congregation
to improve the praise portion of the ser-
vices. At the present time we have a
Psalmody practice conducted by Mr King.
This has already made a great differ-
ence in the rendering of our praise, but
it also seems to be treated with a great
deal of indifference by the congre-
gation. This is much to be regretted,
as our rendering of the praise certainly
has not been what it should have been.
There has been a great tendency to
sing slowly and painfully, as if, instead
of being a pleasure and a joy, it were a
weariness and a burden. Certainly there
are some psalms that naturally require to
be sung more slowly than others, such as those
that deal with the sufferings of the Saviour, but even
these are often sung too slowly. There are other
psalms, full of joy and happiness, and it is most dis-
tressing and disheartening to a minister to give out a
psalm of praise, a joyous psalm, at the commence-
ment of a service, as is generally done, and hear it
sung mournfully and slowly. This is disheartening to
the minister, dishonouring to God, and harmful to the
congregation. This will never attract strangers to our
church, but will drive them

away. Let us sing heartily [

to the Lord, and make a
joyful noise to the God of
our salvation.

H

The Rev. H.W. Ramsay
ministered in Grafton
as a student [from
1911]; as a Licentiate
[from 1913] and as Min-
ster [from 1915] until
his death on the 18th
February, 1945.
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VALUES - 2

When we talk about Values we need to know what is
really valuable. Last time we saw that the Word of God
is Valuable. It ought to be one of our central “values.”
And if we listen to the Bible, we’ll find another Value —
the Lord Jesus. The Apostle Peter tells us he is pre-
cious. [1 Peter 2:7] And yet, the sad thing is that he’s
regarded by most people as irrelevant to life. Anyone
else, and every other religion is given far more honour
than Jesus. His name is not only the song of the drunk-
ards. It's used as a common swear-word. But that’s not
the way God sees it, or Christians should see it. There
are at least three ways Jesus is precious and valuable.

Jesus is Valuable in Himself
First the Lord Jesus is Precious in Himself — altogether
apart from his relationship with others, and what He’s
able to do for us. For example, He’s Absolutely Unique.
Today, we place a great emphasis on the individual -
apart from their relationship with anyone else, and the
work they do. But our Lord’s Individuality and Unique-
ness goes way beyond ours. We share many things with
the rest of humankind. So too, does our Lord. But He
shares something we can never share — the very nature
of God. There is no other Person in the Universe like
Him. Truly God and truly Man — “two whole, perfect, and
distinct natures, the Godhead and the manhood are in-
separably joined together in one Person.”

And this uniqueness is a Permanent Uniqueness. He is
still, and ever will be, God and Man in two distinct na-
tures — forever. We should never cease to marvel at this
- that the Eternal Son of God should take our nature into
permanent union with Himself. We could understand if

God humbled himself like this for a little while. But for
our Lord to do it permanently — that's an amazing thing.
And he’s Exceptionally Unique. Every noble characteris-
tic and virtue finds its perfect embodiment in our Lord.
This is why the psalmist in Psalm 45 is so excited! He
says that Jesus is “the most excellent of men, and your
lips have been anointed with grace.”

Jesus is Valuable to God.
And this brings up another thing. Jesus is precious to
God. Peter says, in 1 Peter 2:4, that Jesus is “the living
Stone — rejected by men but chosen by God and pre-
cious to him” — ie to God. And he’s precious to God just
because He, as the Eternal Son of God, not only agreed
to be the Child of Promise and the true Messianic King,
but also came into the World and accomplished the
great work of Redemption.

Time and time again in the Bible we hear God the
Father expressing His pleasure in His Son and what He
has done, or is about to do. We hear it at His Baptism.
We hear it just before the Crucifixion. And we see it in
His glorious resurrection from the dead, and his en-
thronement at the right hand of God. Because he faith-
fully and successfully completed the work He was given
to do, he was given a name that’s above every other
name. Our Lord’s Resurrection, Ascension and being
Crowned Lord of all is the fullest demonstration of how
precious Jesus is to God.

Jesus is Valuable to Believers.
This leads on to another thing — and that is that Jesus
is Precious to Believers. Those who truly know, love and

death, | will fear no evil" Psalm 23

_ *Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of

This picture comes to us,
courtesy of Alan Newble who
owns a number of websites
devoted to Scottish and Re-
formed Theology and History.
He is also a train enthusiast,
and has 12 sites on trains. He
writes, “"You are very welcome
to use that picture, but I must
warn you that it isn't my own
production. I was sent it,
some time ago, and no-one has
complained about my use of it,
so it must be OK., All the
best, Alan”

Website

[ e
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BEING CATTY!

Do you have a cat who loves your computer? | do! Al-
most every night Ben comes in and hops up on my
desk. If | don’t take notice of him straight away he walks
across the keyboard — and as you can imagine, the
results are very interesting! [Now you know why some

of the articles may be a bit
strange at times!!]. Then he walks
back again, turns around, lies
down with his head on the key-
board, and begins to purr. Mis-
sion accomplished!

| always thought Ben was a bit
odd until | found out that cats
have a fascination with com-
puters! A report appeared re-
cently in ZNet [A computer site on

the internet] saying that an Apple iBook owner sus-
pected his cat had hacked into his password-protected
notebook! It turned out he was right. His cat, which liked
sleeping on his keyboard, managed to automatically
bypass the computer's security and change his settings
and file names -- and even the name of his hard drive!

He was some smart cat.

| don’t think Ben is that bright—or devious! | think he
just wants a little bit of attention, and get some warmth
from the Computer fan! And | guess that’s what's we all
want too — a little bit of attention, and love. The sad
thing is that sometimes, [like Ben walking across the
keyboard and messing up my writing!] we
do some strange things to get them.

.- T S

But we don’t have to do strange things to
B be noticed. God knows about us, cares
B ] about us, and has already shown us the
warmth of his Love in the gift of his Son to
be our Saviour. All we need to do is recog-
nize it, believe it, and live in the light of it.

The sad fact is that we seek attention and
love elsewhere and not from God who
gives us every good and perfect gift.

God said to his people in the days of Isaiah: The ox
knows his master, the donkey his owner’s manager, but
Israel does not know, my people do not under-

stand.” [Isaiah 1:3] At least Ben knows where he’ll get
the attention and warmth he wants!

[Continued from the previous page]

serve God, also love the Lord Jesus. Why is
Jesus precious to Christians? He'’s Precious
because He'’s their Savior. He’s paid the
penalty for all their sins. We celebrate the
sacrifice of others who secured our freedom
and our future. How much more is the Lord
Jesus valued and esteemed by Christians
because he’s secured their freedom and
future at the most basic level of all!

He’s also Precious because He’s their Lord
and King. Who could ask for a better king —
a better leader — than the Lord Jesus. And
then he’s Precious because He’s Our Con-
stant Companion. He says, “Surely | am with
you always, to the very end of the age”. He
comes and dwells in our hearts and lives in
us through the Holy Spirit whom He has
given to Believers.

Jesus is Valuable to All

The Lord Jesus is [1] Precious in Himself;
[2] Precious to God; and [3] Precious to Be-
lievers. The big question now is: Is He Pre-
cious to Us? He Ought to be!. If He’s Pre-
cious in Himself; Precious to God; and Pre-
cious to Those Who are on their Way to
Heaven we ought to see to it that He’s also
Precious to us.

SEARCH WORK - MAY, 2007

MAY 2007
SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE

Intermediate omit questions 6 and 8

ROMANS chapter 11

1. What was the answer of God to Elijah when he said he was left
alone?

2. What benefit had come to the Gentiles through the fall of
Israel?

3. Why are we told not to be high-minded [haughty] but fear?
2 verses)

4. Why has God concluded all in unbelief [committed all to
disobedience]?

Chapter 12
5. Instead of being conformed to this world, what should we be?

Chapter 13

6. Why should every soul be subject to the higher powers
[governing authorities]? (2 verses)

7. What is the only thing we should owe one another?

8. Why is it high time to awake out of sleep? (2 verses)

JUNIOR

GENESIS chapter 8

1. When Noah sent the dove out the second time from the ark,
what did she bring back?

2. What did the Lord say when he smelled the sweet savour
[aroma] of Noah's sacrifice? (2 verses)

Chapter 9

3. What would the Lord remember when he looked at the rainbow
in the cloud?

4. What blessing did Noah give to Shem and Japheth?
(2 verses)

SEARCH WORK TO: MRs I. STEEL, PO Box 193, EPPING 1710.
E-mail: iesteel@gmail.com
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ACTIVITY PAGE...... |

1. In the Beginning

All of the words in the
first verse of the Bible belong in

this stack-a-word puzzle. See if
vou can fit them in.

IN THE
THE HEAVEN
BEGINNING AND
GOD THE
CREATED EARTH

From: Search and Solve: Bible
Activity Sheets by Betty De
Vries [lllustrated by Donna
Greenlee] Baker Books, 1998.

A love that can never be fathomed
A life that can never die

IN CHRIST WE HAVE

A light that can never be darkened
A happiness that can never be interrupted

A righteousness that can never” be tarnished A strength that can never be enfeebled

A peace that cannot be understood
A rest that can never be disturbed

A joy that can never be diminished
A hope that can never be disappointed
A glory that can never be clouded
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A purity that can never be defiled

A beauty that can never be marred

A wisdom that can never be baffled
Resources that can never be exhausted
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DUMISANI MARKS LEARNERS’ ACHIEVEMENTS

On Saturday 10™ March, approximately 150 staff, stu-
dents, guests and friends of Dumisani Theological Insti-
tute gathered for a special worship service at Bethany
Emmanuel Baptist Church, King William’s Town, to mark
and give thanks for the achievements of students who
had followed a number of different courses throughout
2006.

Dumisani Theological Institute was formed in 1979 as
Dimbaza Reformed Bible School. From its early begin-
nings in literature work, it has developed until now it also
conducts a number of courses at different levels involving
full-time and part-time study. Its aim, however, remains
the same: to serve the South African church, particularly
the Xhosa-speaking churches of the Eastern Cape,
through the provision of suitable training.

in Amanzimtoti in KwaZulu Natal prior to coming to Beth-
any Emmanuel Church some three years ago.

Pastor Lombard addressed the students from 1 Timothy,
chapter 6, verses 11 to 14, which is Paul's charge to his
younger colleague Timothy. Pastor Lombard reminded
the students of the great honour of being called a man or
woman of God and highlighted that which the man of
God is to flee from, that which he is to hold fast and that
which he is to anticipate. He also urged the congregation
to avoid the tragedy is making a good start and then turn-
ing aside.

Dr Alistair I. Wilson, Principal of Dumisani Theological
Institute, also addressed the gathering. He provided a
report of recent developments in the Institute, noting that
2006 had been a year of many changes. There had been

-#
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Faculty and Students - Dumisani Bible Theological Institute

Dumisani is governed by a Board of Governors on which
serve representatives of the four sponsoring churches
(the Free Church of Scotland, the Free Church in South-
ern Africa, the Gereformeerde Kerk Oos Londen and the
Gereformeerde Kerk iMonti), all of them committed to the
evangelical and Reformed Christian faith. But our
courses are open to all Christians who have interest in
understanding more of God’s Word and in using their
gifts in the service of the Gospel. We offer training that is
rooted in the Bible and that is presented in a context of
Christian worship and discipleship.

The Institute was delighted to welcome Pastor Deon
Lombard, Pastor of Bethany Emmanuel Baptist Church,
as the guest speaker at the service. Pastor Lombard
grew up in King William’s Town. He did his theological
and ministry training at the Baptist Theological College,
Randburg, and then served as Pastor of a Baptist Church
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a change in Principal as he had taken on responsibility as
Principal in July 2006. He paid tribute to the work of the
previous Principal, Rev Ronald Christie, who had sent his
apologies and congratulations to those students who
were receiving awards. There had also been a change in
the courses Dumisani offered, with the main course now
being the BTh degree offered in association with North-
West University. Dr Wilson indicated that he was encour-
aged by the loyalty of the students and the helpfulness of
North-West University. He also addressed the students,
particularly those who were moving on to Christian ser-
vice.

After the service, everyone gathered for refreshments
and fellowship.

The Board of Governors, the Principal and the Staff wish
to thank all who attended or contributed to the success of
this event for their help and support.
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CALEB’S CLUB......

“I AM ABOUT TO GO THE WAY
OF ALL THE EARTH ..”

In Joshua 23 we have Joshua's Farewell to Israel. The
reason for these words of Farewell are to be found in
verses 1and 14. In verse one we're told that Joshua is
old and well advanced in years; and in verse 14 he
says, "Now | am about to go the way of all the earth.”
He feels it is time that he makes preparation for when
he will no longer be there as leader. And like many
leaders we meet with in the Bible who have felt that the
time has come for them to lay aside their leadership -
Joshua takes the opportunity to instruct and challenge
and warn those he has in his care. Three things emerge
from this farewell address that Joshua gives. They are,
[1] God is Good; [2] Commitment is Crucial; and [3]
Consequences are Certain.

GOD IS GOOD.
First Joshua reminds the Leaders that God is Good. In
his Farewell, Joshua doesn't talk much about himself.
Although he had been through so much - the Deliver-
ance from Egypt, the Rebellion at Kadesh Barnea, the
Wandering in the Desert, and the Conquest itself - he
doesn’t talk about his experiences or his
life. He dwells on other things. His em-
phasis is on what God has done for his
people; and what the people ought to do
for God. And the first thing he does is to
focus attention on the Goodness of God
to Israel. Let's just pick up on a few
things he says that emphasizes God's
Love for his People.

God Fought for Israel.
For one thing he emphasizes that God fought for Israel
[Verse 3] "You yourselves have seen everything the
Lord your God has done to all these nations for your
sake; it was the Lord your God who fought for you." And
the implication of what that meant for Israel is brought
out in verses 9-10. "The Lord has driven out before you
great and powerful nations; to this day no one has been
able to withstand you. One of you routs a thousand,
because the Lord your God fights for you, just as he
promised." There's something very awesome about a
small force that has tremendous fire power, and can
quickly and efficiently eliminate the enemy. That's the
sort of picture we should get here. Israel was small in
comparison to their opponents. And yet they were able
to overpower them quickly and effectively - not because
they had better weapons, but because God was fighting
for them. Apart from the defeat at Ai - brought about by
the sacrilege of Achan - they had resounding victories
over their enemies.

God fights for his People! He fought for them in the
past. He fought for them in sending His Son to deliver
them from the power of the Devil. And He still fights for
them today. And if God fights for his People, who can
effectively be against them. As Paul puts it, "If God is for
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us, who can be against us?" [Romans 8] And if God has
won for us the greatest Victory, will he not help us win
other great victories as well? We need to give up focus-
ing on numbers and weapons and methods and seek to
be the sort of people God wants us to be - a close knit,
dedicated, and enthusiastic fighting force committed to
Him. And if he goes with us into the battle, numbers
don't count very much and who knows what we may
accomplish?

God Fulfilled His Promises.

But not only had he fought for them; He had been Faith-
ful to his Promises. Notice what Joshua says at verse
14: "You know with all your heart and soul that not one
of all the good promises the Lord your God gave you
has failed. Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has
failed" There's two things we ought to notice about that.
[1] Promises Fulfilled. There's the obvious one - God
had fulfilled every good promise. Unlike us - who make
promises and resolutions and don't keep them - when
God makes a Promise He keeps it. He Promised to
bring them out of the Bondage of Egypt, and to bring
them into a land flowing with milk and honey. He kept
that promise. He promised to go with them to care for
and protect them - and he kept that Promise. If we go
back to the opening chapter of Joshua we find there
God's promise to Joshua and Israel: "As | was with
Moses, so | will be with you; | will never leave you nor
forsake you." [Verse 5] In verse 9 he
says, "the Lord your God will be with you
wherever you go". Those promises had
been kept too. Even when they sinned at
Ai, He was still with them to set them on
the right track again. How Great and
Good God is - He fulfills every good prom-
ise to his People. And today we can be
assured that not one of his Promises that
he has made will fail.

They Had Personal Experience of His Goodness.
But there's another thing that comes out of these words
in verse 14 - and that is the Personal Experience that
these People had of the Faithfulness of God. "You
know with all your heart and soul ...... that not one thing
has failed of all the good things which the Lord your
God spoke concerning you." They are not just being told
about it; they know it from personal experience.

And today, when we're told here about the faithfulness
of God to his Promises, we're not just being told about it
either. We have experienced it ourselves. Not only do
we see the fulfilment of God's Promises in His Word.
We see it in Life - and in our own lives, as he has kept
us, supported us and cared for us. And as we think
about these things, we can see that God is indeed
Good. He fights for his People. He cares for them day in
and day out, fulfilling in their lives every good promise.
God is Good.

God is Good to all; but God is especially good to his
People. And when you and | come into his presence we
will know in a way not known before, with all our heart
and soul that not one of the good promises the Lord our
God gave us has failed.
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WEB WATCH... Peter Carswell

| was recently reading an article about the failure of
computers to deliver a paperless office or the Utopian
fantasy of cutting our working day in half. Far from
making our work easier, | think most would agree com-
puters have made our work and lives much more com-
plex.

There are some situations, however, where a computer
is an essential tool and a great time saver. One of these
is the ability of the computer to catalogue and search
through staggering amounts of information.

Being able to search through the Bible is a great bonus.
Rather than having to pay money for Bible software
there are two options available to us which don't cost a
cent. The first is a Bible with search facilities online, the
other you can download and run on your computer.

http://www.biblegateway.com/
On this site there are more than fifty (50) versions of the
Bible available, including twenty (20) in English. There
are also some available as audio. There are three main
search options, inlcuding:

Passage Lookup

Keyword Search, and

Topical Index
The site is very straight forward and simple to use.
However, there is a tutorial to help —
http://www.biblegateway.com/help/tutorial/
This is a very thorough tutorial and so | won't repeat it
here. It is sufficient to highlight some of the main fea-
tures.

Passage Lookup is where you want to go to a particular
passage, for example, "Genesis 1:1-2:10". You can
even look up multiple passages at the same time.

Within the Keyword Search there are a number of
search options available, including:

Matching Any Word

Matching All Word

Matching Exact Phrase
with the additional option of being able to search either
whole words of part of a word
You can also limit your search to specific sections of the
bible (and some non-biblical writings) such as:
Old Testament; New Testament; Major or Minor
Prophets; Gospels— To name only a few.

If you experiment with the phrase “am the vine” you will
see quite different results depending on which search
options you select.

The Topic Index is self explanatory, here you can either
search on a particular topic or else browse using an
Alphabetic Index.

If you click on the “Preferences” link you can save some
settings, presuming you allow cookies to be set on your
computer. The two most appropriate settings are proba-
bly:

Preferred Version, and

Font size

While Biblegateway requires you to have an Internet
Connection, there is an alternative for when you aren't
connected. E-Sword (http://www.e-sword.net/).
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E-Sword is a fabulous tool, though | should say from the
outset, that there are available downloads which may
not be of a Reformed nature.

If you click onto the Download link, you will see the first
download you need “e-Sword”. It is a 17MB download.
And as stated included the “King James Version w/
Strong's numbers and Strong's dictionary”. | would cer-
tainly recommend downloading another version of the
Bible, for example, just the standard King James Ver-
sion, as the one with Strong's numbers is quite hard to
read.

Above the e-Sword downloads you should be able to

see a drop-down combo box. Using the arrow you can

change to one of the following sections
Bibles
Commentaries
Dictionaries
Graphics
Extras
Devotions

STEP Libraries Sword.Ink

In most of these sections there are both free and com-
mercial downloads available. | cannot comment too
much on any of the commercial ones as | have only
used the free ones. There are too many downloads to
mention but if you take your time to look you will see
that there is some need for caution. Better people than
would need to give guidance here, | tend to stick with
those whose name | read among my father's library
(Spurgeon, Henry, Strong's,), perhaps this is a good
chance to have a discussion with your Christian friends
and dare | say Elders.

There are works by Dispensationalists such as Darby
and Scofield which should cause us to be cautious.

I must particularly highlight the Extras section as there
is available there a wealth of excellent material. With
titles like Absolute Surrender (Andrew Murray), All of
Grace (Charles H. Spurgeon), Fox's Book of Martyrs
(John Fox), Sketches of Jewish Social Life (Alfred Eder-
sheim), Antiquities of the Jews and Wars of the Jews
(Flavius Josephus), there is much reading to be done.

Installation is straight-forward, simply a matter of step-
ping through the wizard.

The “additional” downloads are normally installed in like
manner. Simply download, virus check, and install. The
wizard should “find” where you installed e-Sword and
install the “add-on” in the correct location. Also take
note of any information displayed during the install as it
will tell you how to use it inside of e-Sword. Some things
to watch out for, when installing say a commentary on
the Psalms, most likely it will be display only while you
actually have the Book of Psalms selected in the Bible.
Others are added as Topic Notes, the tab to select is at
the top right of the e-Sword window, while the actual
contents of the book are accessed through the drop-
down arrow at the bottom right of the screen.

When you install multiple Bibles you should be able to

switch between using tabs located above the Bible. You
can even read them in parallel by selecting that option.
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PRESBYTERIAN AGENDA

India and the Reformed church

Dr Dennis Muldoon

The church in India is believed to date back to apostolic
times. When the Pope sent Franciscans to India in the
14™ century, they found Christians as well as Hindus in
what is now the state of Kerala. These Christians were of
Eastern Orthodox background so the Franciscans
sought to convert them, as well as the Hindus. The Syr-
ian Orthodox church strongly believes that the Apostle
Thomas came to India in AD52 and founded their
church. Thomas later went over to the East coast where,
according to the local tradition, he was killed by Brah-
mins. Today a shrine on St Thomas Mount in the city of
Madras marks the place of his death. A reforming move-
ment in the Syrian Orthodox Church gave rise to the Mar
Thoma Church in the 19" century.

The Portuguese came to trade in spices early in the 16"
century and established a colony at Goa. They were
pleasantly surprised to find Syrian Christians there but

liament in England making the Company responsible for
the social and spiritual welfare of the native people, but
his bill was rejected.

The Baptist Mission Society sent William Carey to Ben-
gal (Calcutta) in 1793 on a Danish vessel. He settled in a
small Danish territory at Serampore and started preach-
ing the gospel to Hindus. The British had set up Anglican
churches to look after their own people, not to reach the
local Hindus. In 1812 the charter of the East India Com-
pany changed to allow missionaries. CMS sent mission-
aries, as did the Church of Scotland. In 1830 Alexander
Duff was sent out by the Church of Scotland. He settled
in Calcutta to begin ministry though education.

The Free Church of Scotland sent missionaries to central
India (Nagpur) but the Disruption in Scotland (1843) had
repercussions on the mission field. The Union of 1900
also had repercussions, such that the work by the Free
Church had to be restarted. Centres were soon opened
in Chhapara and Lakhnadon. The Free Churches of
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soon decided they needed to be converted to Roman
Catholicism. They requested the Pope to send some
priests and so Francis Xavier came to south India in
1541. He established Roman Catholic churches among
coastal communities before going on to Japan.

The first Protestant missionaries were sent by the king of
Denmark in 1706. They settled on the East coast of
South India. The work was supported by the SPCK in
England. From early in the 18" century British influence
began to grow and by the beginning of the 19" century
they had trading and administration centres at Bombay,
Madras, and Calcutta. At this time many Protestant mis-
sion societies were emerging in Britain and America.
However, the East India Company had come to India to
trade, not to evangelise, so missionaries were not wel-
come. Wilberforce attempted to pass a bill through Par-
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Central India (FCCI) was created as a national church in
1956, but was not legally constituted as a Presbytery
until 1985. By this time there were three congregations.
At that time joining the Reformed Presbyterians in the
Northern state of UP was considered.

The Reformed Presbyterian Church (in North India)
came about through the union of two Reformed churches
established by American Presbyterians. It was this
church which established the Presbyterian Theological
Seminary (PTS) in 1969. This Reformed church contin-
ues today with churches in Delhi, Roorkee, Kanpur, Ha-
ridwar and Dehra Dun. The teaching and ruling elders of
these churches meet in the Nav Jeevan Presbytery. In
Dehra Dun the Covenant Reformed Presbyterian Church
meets for worship on the PTS campus. An English con-
gregation is seeking its own session. Other congrega-

Page 14



tions based on regional languages (Malayalam, Nepali,
Tamil and Manipuri) meet under the direction of this Pres-
bytery. | was privileged to address a meeting of this Pres-
bytery in Dehra Dun in February 2007.

Most of the Presbyterian and Reformed churches estab-
lished prior to Independence in 1947 were swallowed up
in church unions. Australian, American and Scottish Pres-
byterians had extensive work in Madras and South Arcot.
With commonality in Reformed doctrines and Presbyte-
rian polity these united to form the Presbyterian Church
of South India in 1904. In North India the United Church
of North India (UCNI) brought together Presbyterians and
Congregationalists while retaining Presbyterian govern-
ment.

In 1947 the Church of South India (CSI) was formed. An-
glicans, Methodists and Presbyterians united to form
what became an Episcopal Church. Presbyterianism was
replaced by Episcopacy. The same thing happened in
North India with the formation to the CNI in 1957. These
unions were held up as ideal models for the
Uniting Church in Australia. Both Reformed
doctrine and Presbyterian polity were lost
from the mainline churches in India.

The mainline churches in India were under-
mined by liberal doctrine during the last two
centuries. Moreover, the Episcopal form of

government opened the way for corruption.

little spiritual life. Charismatic churches have [
multiplied to fill this spiritual vacuum. These
churches usually have no effective church i
government, being dominated by one leader. §
There is no interaction or sharing between
these independent churches, apart from
evangelistic conventions from time to time.

In Allahadad, mainline churches have large
buildings (from colonial days), but few mem-
bers. Numerous small meetings and house
churches operate. One friend of ours had left

the mainline church and started a church in his house.
This is typical of so much of India. In Siliguri we visited
Tigi Verghis, an Interserve partner assisting various
churches in rural development. One of his neighbours
was starting a new independent church. One day we
heard singing coming from a house down the street. That
was another group meeting, Tigi told us. At PTS in Dehra
Dun at least four ‘fellowships’ were going on within a
stone’s throw of the campus. Maybe another has started,
or one has closed down, since we were there.

| was anxious to get to PTS and learn about the ministry
of this Seminary. The PCEA recently sent support to the
Reformed Presbyterian Church of NE India (RPCNEI). In
correspondence | was told that this church became re-
formed and Presbyterian after a graduate returned from
PTS in 1979. | was delighted to meet the vice principal of
PTS, Rev Roshyama, and learn that he was a member of
this church. He attended the synod of RPCNEI in Febru-
ary. There are some 20 churches represented in their
synod.

CHURCH LIFE..

Filling Our Needs........

As at the 31/3/07 the balances of the main Working
Funds of the church Synod were:

$ 7,150
$ 90,038
$514,516

Missions (General Funds)
Missions (DA Anderson Bequest)
Missions (Relief Fund — M McSwan Bequest)

$ 8,255
Support)

Overdrawn - Missions (TI Leggott Stipend

$ 59,615
$ 14,352

Stipend Relief (DA Anderson Bequest)
Overdrawn - Stipend Relief

$ 88,851 Training of Ministry
$ 11,098 Youth & Fellowship
$ 95,080 Synod General Funds (net)
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There were two working accounts overdrawn as at
31/3/07, Missions - Tl Leggott Stipend Support ($8,255)
and Stipend Relief ($14,352). The shortfall in Missions -
TI Leggott Stipend Support can be met from Missions
General Funds ($7,150) and DA Anderson Missions Be-
quest ($90,038). The shortfall of $14,352 in Stipend Re-
lief can be met from the Anderson Bequest for Stipend
relief ($59,615).

Contributions to Synod funds have only been received
from two congregations during the quarter ended
31/3/07. However, a bequest of $20,000 was received
from the Estate of the Late AJ (June) Harris which is re-
flected in the Synod General Funds balance. Thanks be
to God for the generosity of our departed sister.

Filling our needs? “Give, and it shall be given unto you;
good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and
running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with
the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be meas-
ured to you again.” Luke 6:38.
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INTERACTION ......

Visions!

Our magazine has a real international flavor this month,
partly because of the material available, and partly be-
cause we are approaching the annual meeting of Synod.
We hope that the information about the work of the Gos-
pel in other places may stimulate the members of Synod
to be looking at wider issues in the work of the Kingdom.

The articles about Dumisani and the work of the Church
in India are self explanatory. What may not be so clear is
our interest in the Reformed Churches of New Zealand.
The reason for this is that at last Synod our Church en-
tered into a mutual eligibility arrangement with this
Church, whereby its ministers and licentiates may be
called by our Church. In other words, it was felt that
there was such a community of interests and outlook
between the two Churches that would allow this to take
place.

This arrangement has already seen some practical out-
working in the Brisbane Congregation inviting a Licenti-
ate of the Reformed Churches of NZ to preach with a
view to a Call. He did so with much acceptance, and the
Congregation were keen to have him as their pastor.
However, due to the number of vacancies in the RCNZ,
he felt that his first duty lay in serving in his own Church.
Herein lies our present impasse: Both our Churches
need pastors, so the effects of mutual eligibility may not
take place for some time.

Churches to get to know one another better, and have a
better understanding of each other. Hence we are very
happy to publish the article by the editor of their maga-
zine, Faith in Focus.

But we shouldn't stop at this point. We should explore
ways and means for the occasional interchange of minis-
ters and for Church members to get to know one an-
other. And if we plan to go to NZ for a holiday we should
go “armed” with a list of all their Churches. Very often
Synods spend a great deal of time—and money—on
Ecumenical relations but very little fruit seems to come of
it. It needs to come down to the practical level. Perhaps
our Synod may find time for such practical discussion,
not only about the RCNZ, but also about those closer to
home.

But we also have to set our own house in order too.
There’s are a number of internal Church issues coming
up which will generate some discussion. One such issue
is the proposal to alter the terms of subscription for the
Office Bearers of the Church—to do away with the terms
of subscription that have served us well over many
years, and try something new, even though it’ will be
claimed to be more ancient and original. For a Church
critical of “Tradition” it will resurface under the appeal to
“History”. Another issue will be the age for the Retire-
ment of Ministers. Fortunately, we’ll have an experienced

In a sense this will be a good thing. It will allow the two

Moderator - the Rev. Dr. Rowland Ward. He’ll keep us

right.

The Reformed Churches of NZ... [Continued]

contract is a watered down version in
terms of the accountability of the Col-
lege to the RCNZ and so the RTC is
now not the strongly recommended
option for ministry study but a preferred
option. Thus it is that presently there is
a New Zealand student studying at the
Middle America Reformed Seminary
(MARS), and students who have
largely done their theological studies
by correspondence before a year or
two at the RTC.

What next?

The future is always a variable matter.
It really is in the hands of the Lord.
While on the one hand our churches
are conservative and continuing to be-
come more aligned that way, there are
tensions and resulting membership
transfers. These difficulties can result
from the ongoing struggles you know
as well among your churches and in
other denominations in Australia. But
we have been able to talk together

over these things. You will find a dis-
tinct similarity whichever of our
churches you worship with. We pray
that the new hymnbook being worked
on will help in this. We are still a fed-
eration of churches that are yet this
side of heaven. Please pray that to-
gether we may continue to seek faith-
fulness to the Lord’s Word, guided by
His Spirit.

[The Rev. Sjirk Bajema was born in Nelson,
New Zealand, and was a member of the
RCNZ until he left for the RTC at the age of
22. Following study at the RTC and a post-
graduate degree, he served in the CRCA
for 13 years before accepting a call to the
Reformed Church of Mangere, Auckland,
New Zealand, where he has been for over
8 years. In Australia he served for six years
as the General Editor for THE CALL, a con-
servative reformed-presbyterian magazine,
and presently he serves as the editor of
‘Faith in Focus,’ the denominational maga-
zine of the RCNZ, a position he has filled
for over 6 years.]

The Presbyterian Banner is the
official magazine of the Presbyterian
Church of Eastern Australia. The
PCEA was established in 1846 and
adheres to the Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith (1647) as its doctrinal
standard.
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