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Devotion: “The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad; let the dis-

tant shores rejoice ... Light is shed upon the righteous and Church Hall, Port Macquarie, NSW.

joy on the upright in heart... Rejoice in the Lord, you who are | For the time being Services are no longer held in
righteous, and praise his holy name.” Port Macquarie. The afternoon Service usually held
Psalm 97:1, 11-12. ISSN 0729-3542 here is now held in Wauchope at 4.00pm.

FEATURES FIRST AID FOR WOUNDED CHRISTIANS - 1

The importance of this aspect of our Christian warfare was brought to my attention
sometime ago by a question raised in a magazine. It asked: "Why do Christians al-
ways shoot their Wounded?' At first | thought it was a ridiculous statement. We don't

Blogging About

Bible Study do such barbaric things! But then | realised that there's a lot of truth in it. We do tend
to shoot our wounded. When someone steps out of line, we're ready to come down on
Caleb’s Club them like a ton of bricks and put them away from us and even out of the Church. In-

stead of caring for them and trying to restore them, we try to get rid of them.

Sometimes | wonder how King David, that man after God’s own heart, would get on in
From the Archives some Churches today. True, he evidenced true repentance for his adultery and mur-
der. [Psalm 51]. But would he be received back without eyebrows being raised? The
Interaction fact of the matter is, Christians do fail - and some fail very badly - and we ought to
think about caring for those Failures. But the Apostle Paul didn't fail to point out to the
Mission Briefs First Christians that they had an obligation to care for those who had been wounded.
We’'ll consider [1] Who Administers the First Aid; [2] The Wounds that have to be
Treated; and [3] How the First Aid is to be Applied.

Everyone a Minister of First Aid!

Presbyterian Agenda

Run For Glory The first question is, Who has to administer First Aid. And the answer is Everyone.

~—— \\hen a soldier is wounded in battle, its the person right alongside of him that has to
Sarah’s Daughters do something immediately. Its no using leaving the person for someone else to find.

Later on, the Medics may come, but first aid comes, first of all, from the person on the

Search Work spot. And that means that Every Christian has to be prepared to administer first aid..

p————————————) \Ve'’re to help one another! The general principle is laid down here by the Apostle
Web Watch Paul when he says "Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual

should restore him gently." The same point is made in 1 Thessalonians 4:14 where

World Watch Paul says, "We urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help

the weak, be patient with everyone." We're to admonish one another; care for one
another; counsel one another; confess our sins one to another. Paul isn’'t speaking to
ARTICLES "professional " counsellors here; he's speaking to ordinary Church members.

First Aid 1 This is where we're in danger of failing today. Christians have become too reliant on
. the "professionals" - the ministers and elders - to help the wounded. Where they
Forgiveness 3 should have been the first involved - because they are nearest to the situation —

they’ve often turned a blind eye on the developing situation. The results have been
tragic. People have been neglected; problems have got out of hand, and the Church
?
DON’T FORGET has suffered. Today, lives can be saved by the quick action of those on the spot. Simi-
SYNOD larly, those spiritually wounded by the Enemy may be kept from greater difficulties by
COMMITTEES the quick action of those on the spot.

PREPARING FOR The “Professionals”

SYNOD, 2007 But having said that we all must learn to administer first aid, we shouldn't think we
don't need the "professionals” - the elders, pastors, and other counselors - to help. It




is only first aid we administer. We need backup. There
are some wounds that are so deep and dangerous that
we have to get others involved in the process very
quickly. They need the surgeon's knife rather than first
aid. For example, Jesus said that if we have a problem
with a fellow Christian we ought to go and speak with
them in private first. But if they won't listen to us we have
to enlist the support of others. And if need be, we have
to enlist the help of the Church. We don't have to make
all wounds that Christians suffer Public. But there are
some that need specialist help - and we ought to make
sure they get it. In fact, part of our training is to recognise
the serious and non serious cases so we can respond
appropriately.

The Wounds We have to Treat.

And this leads on to the next question we have to look at
today and that is, The Sort of Wounds we have to Treat.

We can't mention them all but we can
mention a number of very common !
ones. ¥

Failure
And one of these is Failure - failure to
obey God and do what he wants us to _
do ie. Sin. The reality and the aware-
ness of sin - especially after we have
become Christians - can cause great
problems, and some people suffer
great spiritual pain and almost bleed
to death over it. They have set very
high ideals and when they fail to achieve them they are
plunged down into the depths. We have to be able to
administer First Aid to Christians bleeding because of
failure. And when we turn to the Word of God not only do
we come across great people who have failed, but we
also find out how they have been restored to spiritual
health. God's forgiveness - the plenteous redemption
that's to be found in him - has been brought to bear on
them. They have been reminded, as John puts it in his
first letter, that if anyone sin, we have an advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous one.

And when God's people do acknowledge their failure,
and do express their sorrow before God, and their re-
solve for new obedience, we are to welcome them. In 2
Corinthians 2 Paul deals with the case of a person who
had failed and had to be dealt with very severely. And
this is what he says: "The punishment inflicted on him by
the majority is sufficient for him. Now instead, you ought
to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be over-
whelmed by excessive sorrow. | urge you, therefore, to

reaffirm your love for him." [vv 6-8] We must not add to
the wound, by wounding him again by withdrawing our
support from him. We have to do all we can to bind up
the broken hearted.

False Guilt
Another wound we need to watch out for is False Guilt.
Satan loves to make us feel guilty. And He loves to
make people feel guilty for things that God never in-
tended them to feel guilty about. That not only makes
them feel bad towards God. It can also make them very
self righteous and critical of others. That's why the Apos-
tle Paul spends a lot of time in the Epistle to the Romans
dealing with the issue of Judging others - and judging
them for things about which God has not laid down hard
and fast rules. Conscience should be bound to God's
Word - and as our Confession puts it, "God alone is Lord
of the conscience, and hath left it free from the doctrines
and commandments of men which are in anything con-
trary to his word, or beside it, in mat-
ters of faith and worship" [Westminster
Confession of Faith, 20:2] There's al-
ways someone ready to come along
and make something that pleases
them a rule for everyone else - and
some people get themselves in bond-
age through those commandments of
men”. We must be prepared to offer
First Aid to those caught up like this.
There's a lot of people going about
telling us, We should do this and we
shouldn't do that. We should not only test these things
by the Word of God. We should encourage others to test
them too. A guilty people is a weak people. A free people
is a strong people. We need - and others need to be -
free under the Law of God.

Fear
Yet another wound that we need to treat is fear. There
are two types of fear - there is Real Fear and there is
False Fear. A person once said, "I've been afraid of
many things in life - most of which have never hap-
pened." That's the difference - one's imaginary; one's
real. But both can crush us down - even if there is noth-
ing to fear. We need to confront our fears - and the fear
of others. And one of the great antidotes to fear is the
assurance of the Presence of God. In the prophecy of
Isaiah, time and time again these words ring out to a
fearful people: “Fear Not'. “Fear not you worm Jacob - |
am with you”. Knowing that God is with us and on our
side should take the fear out of the present, out of the
past, and out of the future too. ||}

THE KINGDOM AND THE CHURCAH ....

“In victory, Jesus gathers to Himself a people to be a true theocracy. This nation of his making is
especially honored to submit to Jesus Christ as her King and Lawgiver. A holy nation, the new
covenant theocracy is privileged to acknowledge the constant covenantal presence of God. This
nation, the first fruits of the new creation and a present experience of the Kingdom of God, is no
longer tied to one geopolitical entity. Rather it is an international assembly inviting all nations to
participate in her splendour. The Theocracy of the new covenant is the Church of Jesus Christ.
She is God's holy nation and the fullness of our present participation in the kingdom of God."

- Bill Chellis, "The True and Only Theocracy" in The Reformed Presbyterian Witness, December, 2006, p18.
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BLOGGING ABOUT...
SLAVES - AND SLAVES

This month [March] a good deal of attention is being
focused on William Wiberforce and his work, along with
others, in abolishing slavery in the British Empire. As
one writer has pointed out, it must be humbling for
some to have to acknowledge that Slavery was abol-
ished through the efforts of Christians and Business-
men!

The story of William Wiberforce is readily available.
What is not so widely known is his connection with our
own spiritual history. He was instrumental, through his
book, a “Practical View of Christianity” in leading to the
conversion of the leader of the Free Church of Scot-
land—Thomas Chalmers.

It's a well-known fact, of course, that when Thomas
Chalmers entered the Ministry - and occupied his first
charge in Kilmany in Fife - he was unconverted, and a
Moderate. He had little time for evangelical Christianity.
His chief interest was in mathematics
and science. In fact he saw his clerical
responsibilities as very much an ad-
dendum to his scholarly pursuits. In
1804, when someone suggested that
clerical responsibilities and his mathe-
matical pursuits were incompatible,
Chalmers rose in defence. He wrote a
pamphlet in which he argued that he
could discharge all his clerical duties - ;
and still have five days in the week of t’{
“uninterrupted leisure” for his other .
studies! Iberigroge
The change that Chalmers underwent is well illus-
trated by a much later incident. In the Assembly
of 1824 Chalmers spearheaded the opposition of
the Evangelicals to “pluralities” - for example, the
holding of a ministerial charge and a position in a
University - or College, The debate itself centred
around whether a Dr. MacFarlane, who was al-
ready Principal of the University of Glasgow, could also
be appointed as the minister in the High Church,
Glagow. The Moderates said Yes; the Evangelicals, No.
In the course of the debate one of the speakers on the
Moderate side supported his case by quoting exten-
sively from the Pamphlet Chalmers had written twenty
years earlier. Caught in an apparent contradiction the
Assembly waited for Chalmers' response. And this is
what he said:

Sir, that pamphlet | now declare to have been a produc-
tion of my own, published twenty years ago. | was at
that time, sir, more devoted to mathematics than to the
literature of my profession; and feeling grieved and in-
dignant at what | conceived an undue reflection on the
abilities and education of the clergy, | came forward with
that pamphlet to rescue them from what | deemed an
unmerited reproach, by maintaining that a devoted an
exclusive attention to the study of mathematics was not
dissonant to the proper habits of a clergyman. Alas, sir.’
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Thomas Chalmers

so | thought in my ignorance and pride. | have now no
reserve in saying that the sentiment was wrong, and
that, in the utterance of it, | penned what was most out-
rageously wrong. Strangely blinded that | was! What sir,
is the object of mathematical science? Magnitude and
the proportions of magnitude. But, then, sir, | had forgot-
ten two magnitudes: | thought not of the littleness of
time; | recklessly thought not of the greatness of eter-
nity.”

Chalmers' conversion - in which he came to appreciate
the littleness of time, and the greatness of eternity - is
usually traced, under the hand of God, to three factors:
An article he undertook to write on “Christianity” for the
Edinburgh Encyclopedia; a severe illness which lasted
over six months and kept him from his pastoral duties
for about a year; and, finally, His reading of William
Wilberforce’s book called “Practical View of Christian-

ity”.

His illness occurred in 1809. But he didn’t begin reading
Wilberforce’s book until December 1810. Later on, in a
letter to his brother, he said that his illness had made
him earnestly seek to 'elevate' his practice to “the stan-
dard of the divine requirements.” However, he found
no rest or satisfaction. But, he goes on to say.

o ‘I had “Wilberforce’s View” put into my hands,
and as | got on in reading it, felt myself on the
eve of a great revolution in all my opinions about

~| Christianity.”

Certainly by the end of 1811 - and
probably much earlier than that — this
revolution was effected. An entry in his
Journal dated November 4, 1811, clearly
shows that moralism and legalism had
gone - and gone forever. This is what he
writes:

“Had more intimate communion with
God in solitary prayer than | had ever felt
before; and my sentiment was a total, an
unreserved and a secure dependence
on Christ the Saviour. 0 may | enjoy His Cross, and may
it be all my glory. May | view every spiritual blessing as
the effect of union with Him by faith.... May Christ be our
all, and under the influence of that which availeth, “faith
working by love,” grant that he may be to us power, and
wisdom, and sanctification, and complete redemp-

tion.” [Memoirs, Volume |, p.169]

Under God, William Wilberforce not only contributed to
the freedom of actual slaves. He contributed to the free-
dom of “spiritual” slaves, who though thinking they were
free, were actually in a far greater bondage. Down
through the years, many slaves enjoyed that freedom in
Christ though slaves in the eyes of people.

By the same token, many think they’re free today,
though in most abject slavery. And in the final analysis,
emancipation from sin is far more important than eman-
cipation from chains. Fortunately William Wilberforce
contributed to both.
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REAPING BLESSING FROM CRITICISM

Speakers [including teachers and preachers] and writ-
ers who put their words out in public have, and must
expect to have, their words and ideas assessed and
criticised or judged with respect to their merits and
faults. There is nothing fundamentally wrong or objec-
tionable with this. Listeners and readers should weigh
up the accuracy and truthfulness of what they hear or
read and have an equal right to comment as appropri-
ately in response.

However, in life we find that comments or criticisms can
be intended to help, to question and challenge, or to
disparage, and can be delivered in a balanced, kindly,
awkward, considered, hurtful or aggressive manner.
Speakers and writers can react to the comments and
criticisms emotionally, dwelling only on their intent and
manner and feeling too often only discouragement; or
they can respond objectively, concentrating instead only
on the content of the criticisms (no matter what their
intent or manner) to see whether there is any validity in
them and what lessons they can teach.

If we follow this second dispassionate track, we can
unlock blessing. Viewed wisely and exploited positively,
criticism can be instructive, leading to growth in under-
standing and skills. This is true within the church as in
the world.

Suppose members of the congregation report that they
cannot understand a sermon or part of it. It can be a
legitimate and honest response because the sermon
may contain unfamiliar, arcane words, or it may ramble
and be illogically organised, or it may not provide ade-
quate information to enable members to grasp the mes-
sage clearly and fully. The presentation is at fault — not
the content — and it is vital that a minister discovers
whether his preaching has weaknesses in method like
these.

Some judicious questioning and probing on his part with
members should bring him a closer appreciation of the
background and capacities of his congregation and of
ways to compile his sermons so that they can be more
effective and not obscure the message.

Suppose there is a claim of an error in theology. Would
the minister want to be left in darkness and liable to re-
peating the error? Proverbs 27:5 is to the point: ‘Better
is open rebuke than hidden love’.

What if instead the members are mistaken? Wouldn’t
the minister be relieved to learn of their confusion so
that he could remove the misconception? Especially

when he could have contributed to it! He may have
used a word without realising that it was ambiguous and
hence capable of expressing an unintended meaning.
Or he may have omitted important facts and so have
clouded his real position. Or the arguments could have
been assembled in a misleading order. Or he may not
have realised that his people had been taught incor-
rectly in the past and taken adequate counteractive
measures. The voicing of concerns by members opens
the way through productive exchanges to enlightenment
for congregation and minister.

No minister would hold that his sermons are perfect and
congregations are gracious and enlightened not to ex-
pect them to be. But they will — and should — respond
favourably to sermons that edify and lift their souls, and
questioningly when sermons are confusing, contradic-
tory or deadening. There is evidence that ministers
themselves react in these ways to the preaching of their
colleagues.

Probing or testing our actual performance and execu-
tion is a wonderful asset for taking us beyond the per-
sonal criticism to its factual implications, for exposing
imperfections and in identifying ways to higher stan-
dards.

Manufacturers of appliances and designers of computer
programs regularly engage in usability tests to ensure
that customers will be able to use their products effi-
ciently. Pharmaceutical companies pursue elaborate
programs to discover which blend of drugs will be most
successful and safest. Government and commercial
organisations test forms and documents to produce ver-
sions that improve comprehension and reduce errors
and misunderstandings.

Testing or probing for explanations to problems is excit-
ing, challenging, and intellectually stimulating. It can
enhance quality and lead to improved standards in
preaching to the greater edification of the congregation
and increased satisfaction for the minister. The end re-
sult: not discouragement, but encouragement all round.

Robert Eagleson, January 2007

Dr Robert Eagleson is well qualified to tell us about
“plain speaking.” He is a world consultant on Plain
English and his services are sought after by Gov-
ernments, Corporations, Legal firms, Insurance
Companies and many others.

“WIKIPEDIA” UNDER FIRE ......

“Wikipedia” is a Web based Encyclopaedia. Interested
persons are able to make contributions, and others re-
spond to them. The philosophy behind it is that in the
long run it will be self - correcting. “Normal” Encyclopae-
dias contain false information too—but revision takes
much longer!

But not all are happy with Wikipedia. As one writer put it,
“many organizations and individuals are frustrated by the
inability to be directly sourced for Wikipedia encyclope-

Marc

dia” entries which purport to state “facts” about them.”
Even Universities are “taking a stand” against Wikipedia,”
The History Department in one USA College [Middlebury]
voted to bar students from citing the Web site as a
source for their academic work. “As educators, we are in
the business of reducing the dissemination of misinfor-
mation,” they said. Wikipedia’s material was “unedited”.

It seems that “freedom” is only free when we agree with
it! Otherwise we must “control” the sources, in case
“misinformation” reaches someone!
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FORGIVNESS

The Rev. Peter Gadsby writes about Forgiveness and Forgiving.

A friend has raised this
question: Do | still have to
forgive someone who has
offended me, even if they
don’t ask me for forgive-
ness? Put another way,

= Does God want his people
to forgive others who offend them, as a matter of grace,
or as a response to their request for forgiveness?

This in turn raises other questions. Here are some of
them: What is forgiveness, in the case where one person
offends another? is it the same, or similar, to God’s for-
giveness? If we are to love one another sincerely
(Rom.12:9), then are we permitted to withhold forgive-
ness from someone who has offended us, even if s/he
doesn’t ask for it? Would that be unloving? If | do with-
hold forgiveness from another person, how would that
affect my attitude and behaviour towards him?

There is a cluster of Scriptural passages which bear on
this important question, and it’s important to take all of
them into account, and to see how they relate to one
another.

“When God forgives our
sins, he chooses not to
remember them against
us. He covers them
and he treads our sins
underfoot, and hurls all
our iniquities into the
depths of the sea.”

1. What is Forgiveness?

What is forgiveness? Who can forgive
sins but God alone? the Pharisees
asked Jesus. He didn’t reject the
clear implication of their question, but
performed a remarkable miracle to
prove that the Son of Man has au-
thority on earth to forgive sins (see
Mark 2:1-12)

God forgives our sins, but what does
this mean? Some say, To forgive is to
forget, but this cannot be true of God. He knows all
things; forgets nothing. Rather, when God forgives our
sins, he chooses not to remember them against us. He
covers them and he treads our sins underfoot, and hurls
all our iniquities into the depths of the sea (Micah 7:18-
19).

If you have trusted the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, then

this is how God has dealt with your sins! They have been
atoned for, covered, buried. God treats you as if you had
never sinned in the first place, and all for the sake of Je-

sus.

Let’s try to apply this ourselves: no man can forgive sins.
Only God can do that. But we can learn from his exam-
ple! God doesn’t forget: rather, he chooses not to re-
member our sins against us. And that is what we are
called to do, in regard to one another.

We can put human forgiveness in the form of four sim-

ple guidelines by which we choose not to remember
someone’s sin against him:

March, 2007

(1) 1 will not dwell on this incident

(2) I will not bring this up again, and use it against you
(3) I will not talk to others about what happened

(4) I will not let this matter hinder our relationship

When you forgive someone, these are the promises you
are making to him or her. As the Scripture says, “Above
all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a
multitude of sins.” (1Pet.4:8). When you cover some-
one’s offence against you, you choose not to remember
it, but treat him as if it had never happened.

2. Hypocrisy?

But, you may ask, wouldn’t it be hypocritical to treat
someone like this if | didn't feel like it? Don’'t my feelings
have to change first?

The answer is , No. God doesn’t suspend your duty upon
a change in your feelings! In fact, if you choose to do the
right thing, even if you don'’t feel like it, your feelings will
soon fall into line. You may not feel like being nice to that
person who hurt you, but as you choose to show love,
your feelings will follow.

3. When should | forgive?

It is interesting that when Jesus gave
his disciples a model prayer to guide
them, he made forgiveness condi-
tional. There is an “if.” He taught us
to pray, “Forgive us our debts, as we
also have forgiven our debtors... For
if you forgive men when they sin
against you, your heavenly Father
will also forgive you.” (Mt.6.12,14).

Yes, the condition of being forgiven
ourselves is that we forgive others!
The Lord didn’t add an except in this
situation clause. The requirement is
plain and straightforward: if we expect forgiveness from
the Lord, we are to grant it to others. There is no excep-
tion like, if they ask for it. Does the Lord forgive us (ie.
treat us as if we hadn’t sinned) only when we ask him to
do so? The answer is, No, thank God. Imagine having to
list every sin in your prayers before you could claim
God’s forgiveness.

What a bondage! Yet, there are some who want to im-
pose such a condition on others: | won’t forgive you
unless you first ask me; unless you say you’re sorry. And
sometimes we do this even when the other person is
unaware he’s offended! Thus, we justify our grudges, our
hardness of heart.

Now, if someone does come to you with a request that
you forgive him, the teaching is also clear: If your brother
sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him (Lk.17:3).
It's clear what this means: you must forgive the person
who repents of injuring you.

But notice what it doesn’t say: it does not say, If he does
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not repent, do not forgive him. There is no such state-
ment in Scripture. Rather, we read: “And when you
stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, for-
give him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you
your sins.” (Mk.11:25). There is no requirement that he
repent before you forgive him: indeed, if you do not,
there is a clear implication that your own sins will be
unforgiven too.

Consider the paralyzed man in Mark 2. As we have
seen, Jesus forgave his sins and healed him (vs.10-11).
Did the paralysed man first ask for this? Check the pas-
sage for yourself.

But, says someone, What about Matthew 18? There is
a process there in the case where someone apparently
fails to repent. “If your brother sins against you, go and
show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he
listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he
will not listen, take one or two others along, so that
every matter may be established by the testimony of
two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them,
tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to
the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax col-
lector.” (Mt.18:15-17).

Is it not clear that Jesus is speaking about a situation
where there has been a sin that warrants church disci-
pline? Therefore the concern, as with all church disci-
pline, is to restore the sinner to fellowship with God and
his church. The process Jesus lays down is designed to
accomplish that restoration through repentance. This is
not a model for every situation where | am offended by
someone else. Indeed, the words “against you” in v.15
are quite possibly not original and they don’t even ap-
pear in the parallel passage, Lk.17:3. Matthew 18 goes
on to record Peter’s question: “Lord, how many times

shall | forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up
to seven times?” (Mt.18.21). Jesus’ answer has no
strings attached: “I tell you, not seven times, but sev-
enty-seven times.” (Mt.18.22). He then tells a parable in
which no one actually asks for forgiveness (of a debt),
but only for time to pay, but one is granted forgiveness
freely. Jesus concludes with a warning against withhold-
ing forgiveness: “This is how my heavenly Father will
treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from
your heart.” (Mt.18.35).

When should | forgive someone? The answer to our
question seems clear: When | become aware of my
need to forgive him. And if he comes asking forgive-
ness, then | will be ready to say, “Yes, you are already
forgiven as far as | am concerned.”

What if he doesn’t come asking forgiveness, as we
should when we wrong someone? What then? In this
case, we are to leave things in the hands of the Lord.
Paul’s words in Romans 13 spell it out: “If your enemy
(ie. someone needing your forgiveness) is hungry, feed
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing
this, you will heap burning coals on his head. Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.” (Rom.12:20-21).

4. Conclusion

The answer to our question from the Bible is that we are
to extend forgiveness to those who don’t ask for it, just
like Jesus (Lk.23:34) and his servant Stephen (Acts
7:60). We are to treat them as if they had not sinned
against us. There may be times when, for their own
good, we raise a matter with them, giving them the op-
portunity to repent, but our forgiveness goes before. We
have already “forgiven them from the heart.”

- Peter Gadsby

FAREWELL TO PETER AND LINDY GADSBY ......

The Manning River Congregation is bidding Farewell to their Minister and his wife, Peter and Lindy Gadsby, on Sat-
urday, 10th March at 7.00pm in the Free Presbyterian Church, High Street, Taree. Peter and Lindy are now on two
weeks holiday before being Farewelled to take up work in Canberra. In their message to the Congregation on their
final Lord’s Day, they write: “The fifteen and a half years have just flown by. We have had our ups and downs, our
joys and our sadnesses, but the Lord has been gracious to us as a Congregation and as part of the Lord’s world-
wide family. Not only have we worked together here, but you supported us when we undertook short-term mission-
ary service to South Africa in 1996 ....Lindy and I, together with our children, thank you for your prayers and your
support over these years. We hope you will continue to uphold us before the throne of grace in years to come, as
we serve Christ in another congregation of his people, and as we remember you in our prayers too.” [Free Press]

Continued from page 7.

for good, as is expressed in Genesis 50:20. "But as
for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant
it unto good." God who predestinated His people
unto glory, also predestinated the reprobate unto
eternal punishment. God is ever righteous, He is
righteous as well as merciful in saving His people,
and He is equally just in punishing others; for that
punishment is not inflicted arbitrarily on them but al-
ways for their sins, all of which remain unforgiven. In
the case of God's people, their substitute the Lord
Jesus suffered the penalty due to them for their sins.

We cannot explain why God purposed as He did,
for His counsels are unsearchable. To us, who be-
lieve in the absoluteness of God's sovereignty, the
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question may be addressed, "Why does God not
save all men, seeing that He has the power to do
so?" We reply that we do not know, for God has not
revealed why He chose some, but not all, to life
eternal.

Should we not all give hearty endorsement to
these words of Moses: "The secret things belong
unto the Lord our God; but those things which are
revealed belongs unto us and to our children for-
ever" [Deuteronomy 29:29. The Apostle Paul, having
dealt with the marvellous purpose and workings of
God, concluded by exclaiming, "Oh the depth of the
riches both of the wisdom and know-ledge of God!
How unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways
past finding out!" [Romans 11:3]
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ARCHIVAL....

PREDESTINATION
[The late Rev. M. C. Ramsay, M.A.]

Predestination is, in these days, grossly misunderstood
by many persons. Some equate it with fatalism. When
rightly viewed it is seen to express the sovereignty of
God at every moment, and therefore in reference to
every event. It is a Scriptural doctrine, and it furnishes a
much needed corrective to much present-day religious
thought.

It is often said that Christ would save persons but they
set their wills against Him, so that He cannot save
them. This represents Christ as powerless in the face of
human stubbornness. Surely the correct reply to this:
that Christ, having all power, can change persons' wills
and can convert the most obdurate, not by outward
restraint, but by a gracious inward constraint, inclining
their wills, so that they will go to Christ for Salvation.

The Apostle wrote to fellow Christians, "It is God who
worketh in you to will and to do His good pleas-
ure [Philippians 2:13]. It is written in
Psalm 110. “Thy people shall be willing in
the day of Thy power." It's He who
opened Lydia's heart so that she be-
lieved in the Lord Jesus, operated on
her will, so that she desired Christ.
In other words, she was willing in
the day of God's power. The Risen
Lord possesses all power and re-
moves prejudices, ignorance and
stubbornness and subdues the most
obstinate will, so that people willingly turn
to Him. It is a caricature of Christ when
He is represented as being unable to save
whom He would.

The doctrine of Predestination which is set forth con-
sistently in the Old and New Testaments was held
firmly by Augustine, who lived 354-430. Luther, who
prior to his conversion had been an Augustinian monk,
then he became a believer in the Lord Jesus and rested
upon Him alone for salvation, found Augustine's views
on predestination to be very helpful. Not that Luther
blindly followed him. Augustine’s beliefs on numerous
subjects were manifestly unscriptural, and Luther rejected
them, such as clerical celibacy, monasticism and purga-
tory. But Luther wholeheartedly believed in the doctrine
of Predestination, as did all the reformers. To them it
was the very antithesis of fatalism. The reformers held
strongly the Divine sovereignty and maintained that
God could never be the victim of any cirumstances
for He foreordained all which took place in the past, which
is taking place in the present, and which will take place in
the future.

God is all-powerful and nothing good or bad can hap-
pen without God permitting it; nothing can stand in the
way of God accomplishing His purpose, not even the
power of Satan and certainly not the wills of puny
human beings. God permitted Pharaoh to enslave
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“Itis a
caricature of
Christ when He
is represented
as being unable
to save whom

He would.”

Israel and to afflict them grievously, for God had a
special purpose to work out through Pharaoh. All was
overruled for the glory of God and the good of His
People. But upon Pharaoh rested the guilt of opposition
to God and broken promises. Similarly God had fore-
ordained that Judas should betray Christ. In other
words, God chose to permit Judas to do his evil will,
but overruled it for the accomplishments of His holy pur-
pose. God pre-wrote in the Old Testament the be-
trayal by Judas, his guilt and the judgement he incurred.

The death of Christ and the manner of it were pre-
ordained, predestinated or predetermined by God, who
over-ruled the actions of evil men in order that His
great purposes of mercy to sinners might be fulfilled. Can
we find anything more explicit in this regard than the fol-
lowing statements: "Him [Christ] being delivered by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have
taken and by wicked hands have crucified and

slain" [Acts 2:23]; "Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the
Gentiles, and the people of Israel were gathered to-
gether for to do whatsoever Thy hand and Thy coun-
sel deter-mined before to be done" [Acts 4:27, 28];
"And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was de-
termined, but woe unto that man by whom
He is betrayed" [Luke 22:22]. Christ's be-
trayal and death were predetermined from
all eternity, but that did not exonerate
Judas or minimize his guilt. Thus we
see that God preordains whatsoever
comes to pass. God's predestination
covers all events and all circum-
stances, for He is the absolute Ruler.

The Lord Jesus declared that not
even a sparrow falls to the ground apart
from the permissive will of God [Mattew
10:29]. In Psalm 76:10 it is written "Surely
the wrath of man shall praise Thee; the re-
mainder of wrath shalt Thou restrain," which
means that God, who has foreordained whatever
comes to pass, causes man's sinful wrath to redound,
in His own time and way, to the Divine glory; and that
wrath which would not be so overruled as to bring glory
to God, He restrains. Thus we perceive that the Di-
vine predestination covers all actions bad and good.
God's people are predestined to have an eternal inheri-
tance in glory: "Being predestinated according to the pur-
pose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel of
His own will" [Ephesians 1:11]. The Apostle Paul also
declared that God works "According to the eternal pur-
pose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our
Lord" [Ephesians. 3:11]

The alternative to this doctrine is that God is not the
supreme ruler, and therefore is subjected to the
force of circumstances and events which are beyond
His control. Some wrongly think that predestination
causes God to be the author of evil. This is not so.
God, being almighty, allows men to sin; but God
does not approve of sin nor is He the cause of it.
e.g., Joseph's brothers incurred guilt by maltreating him,
but God allowed them to do this evil, and overruled it....
- Continued on Page 6.
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PYROMANIA

It's been a summer of Bush Fires — and we know how
dangerous it is to light fires. The sad thing is that some
fires have been started deliberately, causing great loss
of property. We have good reason to fear those who
have a great desire to light fires.

Jesus tells us in Luke 12:49-52 that he has come into
the world to start a firel He came, he says, to light a big
fire -to set the world aflame! And he also tells us here
that he's impatient to get it started! “How | wish it were
already kindled” he says.

Fortunately, Jesus isn't speaking about a physical fire!
He's speaking about a spiritual fire. The fire
that he came to start on the earth is the Good
News concerning His Death and Resurrection
accompanied by the Power of the Holy Spirit.
It's quite clear that it wasn’t our Lord’s minis-
try that was the fire, because he speaks of it
as something yet in the future: “I have come
to bring fire on the earth, and how | wish it
were already kindled! He looks forward to the
kindling of that fire.

Some have suggested that it's the Lord’s death on the
Cross that’s the fire he’s kindled. And indeed it is. But
we can't really separate our Lord’s death on the Cross
from the Gift of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.
His death and Resurrection is a vital part of it. But so
too is the Gift of the Spirit. In fact the disciples were told
to wait for the Gift of the Spirit before they began the
work of witnessing to Him throughout the world. And the
symbolism involved in the Gift of the Spirit bears this
thought out: Tongues of fire that separated and came to
rest on each of them.

At Pentecost the fire Jesus promised to start, started!
Over 3,000 people were changed and brought into the

NORTHERN RIVERS SUNDAY}CHOb
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Church! And the fire started that day has never gone
out. It has burned and burned—and in burning it has
burned up sin, transformed lives, and turned the world
upside down. One writer says “The mission of Jesus did
start a conflagration on earth, one that has never sub-
sided and will burn on until the end of time’[Lenski].

When a fire sweeps through a place, nothing is left un-
touched. And so it is with the fire Jesus has started on
earth. As it sweeps through the earth, it destroys sin,
separates and refines people, and rejuvenates God'’s
People.

We wouldn’t normally encourage people to
start fires! But this fire is one we have no
hesitation in encouraging you to start! Indeed
. Jesus commands us to keep this fire burning!
: We have the green light to go out and light as
" many spiritual fires as we can.

And this is just what we all need — not a bomb
under us, but a fire under us! We need a fire
that will burn up all the dead wood of sin, pu-
rify and cleanse us, mould us into something good and
something better, and rejuvenate us in our lives. And
that fire is the Good News about the Lord Jesus and his
Death on the Cross applied to us by the power of the
Holy Spirit.

Today, when a fire gets going people call in the fire bri-
gade, or “Elvis.” to put out the fire. There are many like
that with this fire Jesus has set going. They try to put it
out. They don’t bother much about the Gospel, they
neglect Church, and care little for spiritual things. May
this fire of the Gospel burn in us —and may we become
spiritual Pyromaniacs — kindling spiritual fires in our own
lives and in the lives of others to the glory of God.

WOUTEe:

o thank those around
you who help you. Like,
how long hag it been since
youthanked the one who
irons your Clothes and ceoks
Your meals? How about
+he Feacher who ic extra
patient and helpful? Or
the friend who sticks by
pioi:g You all the fime? It doesnt
—F_ N Fake long +o say THANKS)
bu'fr% meavis 3 lot!

e
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“CAMP CAL” AT TAMBORINE

The Brisbane Congregation Family Camp 2006 was
once again held in the Gold Coast hinterland at Mount
Tamborine.

While only 19 members of the congregation were able
to make it to the camp the spiritual blessing from the
studies in Hebrews and the Christian fellowship were
thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended.

The speaker, Les Percy (retired Presbyterian minister
and one-time Australian Director of Middle East Re-
formed Fellowship), gave four talks in the Epistle to the
Hebrews focusing on the themes of the Old and New
Covenant, the Person of the Messiah and Godly Living.
On Saturday night Les also gave a short presentation on
the work of MERF.

The weekend continued the 4 year old tradition of rain
and more rain. The free time was spent with a table-
tennis challenge and board games (that's BOARD not
bored) and fun with a remote controlled car.

After 4 years at Mt Tamborine the congregation is look-
ing at holding the next camp in another area of our great
nation that needs a little rain — there's lots of places to
choose from but probably near a beach somewhere.

- Stewart Carswell

THE CAMP
by Nathanael Carswell
[with ample help from Elle, his able sister]

The showers were small and gross.
Or at least | think so
| guess | can't comment
| didn't have one, so | don't know.
(Lucky it was only one weekend....)

Soon after everyone's arrival
The ping-pong challenge commenced.
It was full of tears, pain and sweat,
Action drama and suspense.

Alas | had not trained enough
Booted out in the second round.
Lucky my sister toughed it out
And brought home the first place crown.

The studies in Hebrews were informative
Led by the Reverend Les Percy
We learnt about the covenant,
the Messiah, faith and mercy.

PS. Those at the Family Camp in Sydney will be pleased
to know that Nat's parents, unaware of his exploits at Mt
Tamborine, required Nat to bathe at least once per day.

SEARCH WORK -

MAR(H, 2007

MARCH 2007
SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE

Intermediate omit questions 7 and 8
ROMANS chapter 5
1.

obedience?

Chapter 6
3. What is the result of our having died with Christ?

4. Why should sin not have dominion over us?

What is the contrast between the wages of sin and the gift of God?

Chapter 7
5. For what purpose are we delivered from the law?

6. By what means did sin become exceeding sinful in Paul’s
experience?

7. Whom did Paul thank for deliverance from the body of death?

[2 verses]

JUNIOR
GENESIS - Chapter 4

1. What offerings did Cain and Abel bring, and [to] which one did

God [have] respect?
2. What curse did God place on Cain for killing his brother?
3. Why did Eve call her son Seth?

Chapter 5
4. What happened to Enoch because he walked with God?

SEARCH WORK TO: MRs I. STEEL, PO Box 193, EPPING 1710.
E-mail: iesteel@gmail.com
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How does God commend [demonstrate] his love toward us?
2. What was the effect of one man’s disobedience, and another’s

SEARCH WORKERS!

Dear Parents and Search Workers,

We are considering phasing out the publication
of the Search Work in the printed copies of
TPB. We're doing this for a number of rea-
sons.

[1] One reason is that now we have a
“Banner” website, we'll be publishing the
Search Work on it. We'll also try to arrange
a “Contact” Box so that you can send your
answers directly to Mrs Irene Steel. It will
be “one click and they're gone!”

[2] Another reason is that we would like to
give you the opportunity to work harder! I'm
sure you find it too easy just to do one
month's work over four Lord's Days! With the
Search Work for the Year on the website,
you can do one lot each Lord's Day! And if
you're worried about the other nine months [!]
we'll soon find things for you to do!

Have a think about this, and let me know if
you think it's a good idea or not.
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ACTIVITY PAGE......

FINDING MARY AND MARTHA’S HOUSE

Little Zeke wants to
visit his friends Mary and
Martha who live in Bethany. He
can’'t remember how to get there
though. Will you help him
find his way?

From: Search and Solve: Bible Activity
Sheets by Betty De Vries [lllustrated by
Donna Greenlee] Baker Books, 1998.

NN APNAN 72

There are three events in the Bible connected with Mary and Marth’s Home. Can you find them? Here are the clues,
and the space to write down what happened.

L T = 10T
2 oY oY W i T

L o o o T > <
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MISSION BRIEFS..

Peru
Our Mission Brief this month is part of the Draft Report of
the Missions Committee for Synod 2007. It deals with the
South American Section and has been prepared for the
Committee by Mr. lan Conley. We thank Mr.Conley for his
interest in and work for this aspect of our Mission work.

Colegio San Andres
The sad loss of two students in a motor vehicle accident
while on a visit to Scotland during the northern summer
has overshadowed the school year. Circumstances
came together with the ill health of the nominated visit
leader, Mr Marc Scarlet, that the principal Mr Donald
Macaulay headed the group to Scotland while the Rev
Tim Donachie remained in Lima.

This left the two senior missionaries in strategic positions
when the deaths occurred. Mr Macaulay handled the
events in Scotland while the Rev Donachie broke the
tragic news to the parents and handled things in Lima.

Both the students, Reuben Gonzalez and Gianmarco
Peschiera, had a testimony to Christ and

is a Quechua language work. The church has several
assistant pastors and home missionaries in Moyobamba
and surrounding centres. The church also supports two
theological students and has strategy plans for expansion
and outreach to other areas going out some years. The
church has an active outreach program amongst young
people, ladies and in two of the local prisons.

The Annie Soper School was established by the Moyo-
bamba church and enrolments in 2007 are targeted to be
300. The facilities are being improved and one project for
2006 was the construction of an assembly hall. Signifi-
cant extra funding is required in 2007 before this can be
completed. A team from Greyfriars in Scotland came and
provided some short term assistance in the construction
as well as delivering some monetary gifts from Scotland
for the school.

There were echoes in 2006 from a previous time as some
visiting priests from Toledo in Spain pressured Roman
Catholic parents to withdraw their children from Annie
Soper. This appears not to have had any adverse effect
at this stage, February 2007, but the

their passing had a very thought provok-
ing effect on the school. It remains to be
seen if there is any legal action following
the accident. The advice to date is that
there was no negligence by either the
school or staff so in the normal course of
events any legal action would be unlikely
to succeed.

Enrolments at the end of 2006 were 485.
The ideal would be 500+ but 485 is suffi-
cient to maintain financial viability.

The school facilities remain cramped and

COLOMBIA

school term does not start until March.

The school principal, Mr Elio Gonzales,
left at the end of 2006 and Rev David
MacPherson will be acting principal for the
commencement of 2007. This arrange-
ment will continue until a new principal is
appointed, a process that may take some
time.

Two volunteers have been accepted to
help in Annie Soper in English teaching
during 2007and the present arrangements
are they will stay for the whole year.

there is a desire to move to a larger site.
Discussions have taken place for the possible purchases
of the now almost inner city site but to date these have
fallen through as have the possible sites for the school to
purchase.

The possibilities for short-term volunteer assistance in
teaching English remain. These are self-funded opportu-
nities that need a commitment of at least 3 — 6 months.
The last Australian volunteer (to San Andres) was Mrs
Margaret Huckett who on her third trip as a volunteer was
medically evacuated in 1992 at 70 years of age.

Moyobamba
The Moyobamba work continues to expand with a base
congregation of five hundred with three hundred regular
attendees. There are daughter churches in outlying cen-
tres such as San Juan, Puerto Maldonado, Los Algar-
rabos, Metoyacu, Los Naranjos, Arequipa, and Taraporto.
Included in daughter church planting and outreach work

Suitable volunteers are welcome as they
are native speakers of English and often bring other skills
and experience with them. There is also considerable
benefit to the volunteer and the home church.

Lima Evangelical Seminary
The Rev Donnie continues in the leadership post of Rec-
tor of the Seminary. This Seminary remains the leading
institution for theological training in Peru and as such is of
strategic importance.

Colombia:

Bible Seminary Medellin:
Dr Manuel Reario continues to head up the Seminary as
Principal. His schedule as leader of the Seminary is hec-
tic. In addition to the Seminary Dr Reafo has a heart for
training preachers and has developed a network of short
term preaching schools in Colombia. Colombia is more
stable of late but safety issues remain.
- lan Conley, 13 February 2007

"You can never give God tomorrow; you can only give Him today, because when tomorrow comes,
it is suddenly today.” Learn contentment in the present and "tomorrow" will seem much more

friendly when it becomes "today.” - Tim La Haye,

How to Manage Pressure Before Pressure Man-

ages You, Marshall, Morgan and Scott. 1983, p 157

March, 2007
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SARAH’S DAUGHTERS...
“CALL ME MARA” - 1

The words, “Don’t call me Naomi, call me Mara - were
spoken about 3,000 years ago [about 1100BC] in a
small village in a country on the other side of the world.
They were spoken in a place that has now become a
household name throughout the world - Bethlehem.
Then it was just a village; now it's a city of some 15,000
people eight Kilometres south of Jerusalem.

The person who spoke them was called Naomi - which
means "pleasant." But she’d suffered a great loss — and
spoke out of the bitterness of her soul to a few women
around her. When she spoke, she little realised then
that these few words would echo down through the cen-
turies, and that not only she, but her words would be-
come known and appreciated throughout the world.
What has made her words so significant and so helpful
for so long?

THE BRUTAL FACTS OF LIFE.
For one thing, they record for us the Brutal Facts of Life
- facts that we hope we'll never experi-
ence, but which can come to anyone of
us in a moment of time. They record, for
example, her Emptiness. She says she
went away full, but has come back empty.

Emptiness

If we go back to verse 1 we see she's
referring to both a physical and emotional |,
"fullness" and "emptiness". Her "fullness"
is seen in the fact that she went away E
with her husband and her two children, &

Mahlon and Kilion. Even though there

was a famine in Judah, and they were having to relo-
cate east across the Jordan to Moab, they left together
as a Family Unit and were able to make a happy home
east of Jordan. Naomi obviously got on very well with
the daughters in law - and they seem to have loved and
respected her. Everything seemed perfect.

But then that perfect world was shattered. She lost her
husband Elimelech and then her two sons - Mahlon and
Kilion - and she was left alone with her two daughters in
law with all the difficulty and hardship that involved for
three women in an agricultural community. But the
physical loss would be small in comparison with the
emotional loss. She’d lost the security, support and
strength of her Husband and Family. There was nothing
left of her home and homeland - except two Moabite
girls who were as devastated as she was.

Bitterness.
But not only was there emptiness. We also have Bitter-
ness. Naomi had been away for over ten years. When

she arrived, its only natural that the people would ask
with amazement and excitement, "Is this Naomi? Has
Naomi really come back?" But Naomi was too de-
pressed and discouraged to enter into small talk - or
even put on a brave face — and say, "Yes, it is. Its good
to back - to see you all again". She says quite bluntly,
and impolitely, "Don't call me Naomi. Call me Mara be-
cause the Almighty has made my life very bitter." That's
who | am.

Most of us are fairly good at keeping up appearances.
Even when we're very churned up inside we can usually
hold it back, cover it over, and go through all the pleas-
antries of social exchange. But Naomi is so burdened
and bitter in her heart she doesn't care anymore about
being polite and good mannered. She couldn't care less
what people thought. And when we're like that, we're
very bitter indeed.

Perplexity.

But this bitterness of heart has gone further than indif-
ference. Its also entered into her relationship with God.
She says: "The Almighty has made my life very bitter."
She doubts his love and care for her. God has made
my life bitter. Naomi had been well taught
about the God of Israel - about His Love and
Grace towards His people. And she'd be-
lieved and served Him in Moab, and been a
good witness for Him. Only that would explain
how Ruth wanted to come with her, and make
Israel's God her God. And she knew that He
was in control of things. She accepted that,
too. But this didn't make it any easier for
Naomi. It made it harder! How could God - the
God of Israel whom she loved and served -
do this to her? And yet he had! The Lord [the
Covenant God of Israel] has afflicted me; he
has brought misfortune on me!

The Big Picture

Emptiness, Bitterness, Perplexity about God's dealings
with us - aren't these the brutal facts that we encounter
in life too - when not only do we feel empty and bitter,
but, because of our faith in a Just and Good God we're
filled with more questions than we can possibly answer?
Naomi's words have appealed to so many simply be-
cause they express the very thoughts of their own
hearts as they wrestle with the dark experiences of life.

And when those dark experiences do come they trivial-
ise every other concern and upset we have. Who cares
about who wins what, or whether we have a republic or
not, when these things are viewed against the back-
ground of the kind of emptiness, bitterness, and per-
plexity that Naomi experienced? In circumstances like
these we need to read afresh what God did for Naomi
so that our faith and hope might be renewed.. ||}

The Headship of Christ—Continued from page 15.
from the earth will draw all men unto me. This He said,
signifying what death He should die." [John 12: 32, 33].

The taunts and jeers of the mob were ever-more drowned
by the praise of the hosts of angels and redeemed hu-
manity. The clever jibe of the vacillating Pilate
superscribed in three languages became eternal truth
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declaring His kingship in the thousand languages of the
human race. The worst act of treason blotting human his-
tory is shown as the most glorious triumph of our divine
Lord. Earth's foulest crime is made heaven's kindest act.
Here by the blessed alchemy of Christ's sovereign power
His sufferings became our salvation, His death our life,
His crown of thorns a royal diadem, His cross of shame a
throne of grace and glory.
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CALEB’S CLUB......

GROWING OLD THE WRONG WAY- 2
Asa’s Fickleness and Faithlessness

Continuing our Study of the last years of King Asa in
Chapter 16 of 2 Chronicles— the man who grew old the
wrong way. We've considered his Foolishness. This
month we consider his Fickleness and Faithlessness.

Fickleness
And then there was his Fickleness — especially in his
relationship with others.

Along with the deterioration in his relationship with God
went a deterioration in his relationship with others.
Verse 10 tells us about this fickleness: “Asa was angry
with the seer because of this; he was so enraged that
he put him in prison.

At the same time Asa brutally oppressed some of the
people.” You'd never think you’d read this of King Asa —
but there it is, putting the Lord’s Prophet in Prison. But
not only did the prophet suffer; we’re told that _ Asa
oppressed some of the people at the same
time - and the implication seems to be that
Asa wasn’t as concerned with truth and
justice as he once was. As he got away
from God his relation with others had
gone sour and he began oppressing the
people, and God’s prophet.

Isn’t this also a basic Biblical princi-
ple. Our relationship to others is bound
up with our relationship with God. If we're
walking close to God, in fellowship with him, then we
are able to cope with the stresses and strains of inter-
personal relations. Having been in the presence of God,
and having experienced His forgiveness, grace and
power, we’re in a better position to forgive others, to be
patient with others, to help them, and to look beyond the
things that annoy to see the grace of God in their lives.

But if we are not living close to God, we don’t think
about our weaknesses and we don'’t think about others.
We think only about ourselves, we compare ourselves
with others, and become engrossed in ourselves. Noth-
ing greater or more noble or more elevating enters into
our world view. Everything is related to our petty con-
cerns rather than the Lord’s Kingdom, and glory and
service. Its then we can develop the fickleness that
characterised Asa who no longer feared and believed
the word of the Lord’s Prophet, and respected his peo-

ple.

This point comes out in the Epistle to the Galatians. As
they got away from Christ, the Church became riddled
with dissension. Not walking by faith, or in the Spirit,
they were biting and devouring each other, and not car-

ing for one another. lts the same here in the case of
Asa. No longer walking close to God, he is now arbitrary
and oppressive. The same will happen to us too. Our
spiritual delinquency will show, and show in our rela-
tions to others, in family, friendships and attitudes to
others. Which way are we moving? Are we becoming
more generous, more concerned, more tolerant? Or are
we becoming more fickle - more touchy, more impatient,
more thoughtless of others? If we are then we're follow-
ing the way of Asa - growing old in the wrong way.
There's a big sign in front of us, saying, “Wrong Way,
Go Back”.

Faithlessness in Life.
And finally, there's Asa’s Faithlessness. This comes out
in verse 12. The operative words are: “Yet even in his
disease he did not seek the Lord but the physicians”.
He failed to seek God’s help in his illness.

This doesn't mean we should only go only to God when
we're sick - and not to the Doctor. Asa’s mistake was
that he left the Lord out of his situation altogether. He
didn’t bother praying about it at all. And this ties in with
his general faithlessness and departure from God. A
man who acts foolishly in a national crisis and who op-
presses those under him, is a man who will also leave
the Lord out of the more personal issues of life. In his
closing years he’s not seeking the Lord any-
more anywhere.

There's a lesson here for us. We ought to
seek to ensure that this doesn't happen to
us as we grow older - that at the close of our
life we have no place for God anywhere, ei-
ther in the big issues of life or the little ones.

¥ Yet if we're happy to leave the Lord out of any
part of our life now, then we’re travelling on a
dangerous road. Forgetfulness of God - worldli-
ness - has a tendency to grow and develop. Today, we
leave God out of home life, or our health; tomorrow we
leave him out of other things as well. No part of our life
must be cut off from God. We must commit it all to him.
All our life must be related to God. That’s the great anti-
dote to worldliness and the great antidote to ending
where Asa ended up.

Conclusion
Are we growing old the wrong way like Asa? If we are,
may we humble ourselves and seek forgiveness and
renew our engagement to be the Lord's. It is not always
true that the older we get, the wiser we get. Sometimes
it's the reverse. The older we get the harder we get.

And if up to this point we always have been going the
wrong way, how important it is to turn back now. Soon
our years will be gone and what will we have to show
for them? There's another old saying: "It's never to late
to learn." And we can thank God, that even in our old
age he is still the God with whom there is "plenteous
redemption” [Psalm 130]

“Suggestively helpful is the aged Apostle John's evaluation of the different functions of age and youth mentioned in 1 John 2:13-
14. The strength of Christian youth complemented by the knowledge, wisdom and experience of Christian maturity makes a victo-
rious combination that effectively overcomes Satan. In this passage John's shift in emphasis from the use of the body to the use
of the mind in Christ's service [while certainly not more than an emphasis] should be suggestive. Many older persons must be
helped to discover how best to make the shift. ” - Jay Adam’s in “Shepherding God’s Flock,” Vol 2, p109]
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PRESBYTERIAN AGENDA

THE HEADSHIP OF CHRIST - 2

Rev. Dr. J. Campbell Andrews
[From a Pamphlet that bears this title]

THE GROUNDS OF CHRIST'S HEADSHIP OR
KINGLY OFFICE
It Is His As God

1. As one whose "goings forth have been of old, even
from everlasting," equal in power and glory with the Fa-
ther; as the "Word which was in the beginning with God
and was God" [John 1: 1, 2] the "Word of God by whom
the worlds were made," Christ has an absolute, inherent
and underived sovereignty over the whole universe.

More than ordinary significance attaches to those words
which describe Christ as "the beginning of the creation of
God" [Revelation 3: 14], and "the Firstborn of every crea-
ture" [Colossians 1: 15]. When Paul found it
necessary to refute the beginnings of the
Gnostic heresy in the Colossian Church, he
did so in words which, perhaps, more
strongly than any other Scripture, show the
essential, divine glory of the Lord Jesus

“The worst act
of treason
blotting human
Christ, the unassailable ground of His Head- history is shown

throne can never be moved. It is established on the infi-
nite, eternal and unchangeable power, wisdom and
goodness of His Godhead who first created and now
supports and governs all that He has made. The unlim-
ited and unchallengeable authority of God is, and has
always been, unreservedly Christ's.

It is His By Appointment
But this is not the only ground of Christ's Headship. As
the opening verses of the Epistle to the Hebrews clearly
shows, He is "appointed Heir of all things" and sits at the
"right hand of the Majesty on high" to hear the Father
say, "Thy throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever" . . . "Sit on
my right hand till | make thine enemies thy footstool."
Christ is thus exalted not only because He is "the bright-
ness of the Father's glory and the express image of His
person” and "upholds all things by the word of His
power," but also because "He had by Himself purged our
sins" [Hebrews 1: 3]. "We see Jesus . . . for
the suffering of death crowned with glory and
honour" [Hebrews 2:9]. As Mediator He is
constituted a King and made "Head over all
things to the Church" [Ephesians 1: 22]. This
authority attaches not to His divine nature
exclusively, but to His entire Person as the

ship, and the unlimited sweep of His domin- as the most  God-man, the Word made flesh. "The dust of
ion. The Colossians whom God had glorious earth,” cried Rabbi Duncan, "is upon the
"delivered from the power of darkness and throne of the Majesty on high." "A Man sits

translated into the kingdom of His dear
Son," but who were in danger of being
spoiled "through philosophy and vain de-
ceit," were warned against yielding any of
the worship and honour due to Christ to any
other. Paul reminded them that such honour

triumph of our
divine Lord.

Earth's foulest

crime is made

upon the mediatorial throne of the universe,"
writes Dr. A. A. Hodge [Evangelical Theol-
ogy, p 225]. He whom this world cast out
rules all worlds. He who stood arraigned in
Pilate's judgment hall sits on a throne to be

’ the Judge of all. It is our Kinsman Redeemer
as Christ's is unique and cannot be shared. . heaven's who hag "all power in heaven and in earth,"
Christ, he writes, is "the image of the invisi- kindest act...” :

ble God, the Firstborn of every creature; for

by Him were all things created that are in heaven and
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers, all
things were created by Him and for Him; and He is be-
fore all things and by Him all things consist. And He is
the Head of the body, the church, who is the beginning,
the First born from the dead; that in all things He might
have the pre-eminence." [Colossians 1: 15-18].

Nor did His incarnation and earthly life and ministry as
the Son of man alter or arrest for one moment His
changeless dominion. Hunger and thirst He knew, yet
"the eyes of all waited upon Him and He gave them their
meat in due season." Weariness and sleep overtook Him
yet He remained the unslumbering keeper of Israel. A
rebellious and disobedient generation, by their very
deeds and words, denied and rejected His authority and
kingly rule, but the very wrath of man was made to serve
His eternal purpose of mercy, for at the very height of
their rebellion men did but gather together "to do what
His hand and counsel determined before to be

done." [Acts 4: 27, 28]. "During all the years of the
earthly life of the Godman alike while an unconscious
babe in the manger, and while hanging a dying victim on
the cross, the eternal Son of God was exercising His
sovereign dominion over the entire universe." [Hodge,
Evangelical Theology, p. 224]. The foundation of His
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and who makes "all things work together for
good to them that love God" [Romans: 8:
29], and can make us "more than conquerors" over tribu-
lation or distress, or persecution or peril [Romans. 8: 37].
And in His ordering all the events and circumstances of
our lives there is perfect harmony of action infinitely wise
and holy and powerful through His divinity, and also
most tender and sympathetic through His humanity.

A Threefold Basis
The Mediatorial kingdom of Christ has a threefold basis.
It is His by gift of the Father. It is His by the purchase of
His blood. It is His by right of conquest.

A Gift of the Father
It is the qift of the Father. To this the Scriptures of both
Testaments bear ample witness. "l have set my King
upon my holy hill of Zion. Thou art my Son . . . Ask of me
and | shall give thee the heathen for inheritance and the
uttermost part of the earth for thy possession" [Psalm 2:
6, 7, 8]. "The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou at my
right hand until | make Thine enemies Thy footstool . . .
Rule Thou in the midst of Thine enemies." [Psalm
110;1,2] The prophet Daniel saw "one like unto the Son
of man coming to the Ancient of days ... and there was
given to Him dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all
people, nations and languages should serve Him; His
dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom
that which should not be destroyed." [Daniel 7: 13, 14].
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To Mary the angel declared, concerning the holy Child,
Jesus, ".. and the Lord God shall give unto Him the
throne of David ... and of His kingdom there shall be no
end." [Luke 1: 32, 33]. And that He was personally con-
scious of this fact is clear from the words of the Lord Je-
sus; first when He prefaced a gracious invitation with the
assurance, "All things are delivered unto Me of my Fa-
ther ..". Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and | will give you rest ..." [Matthew 11: 27] ; sec-
ondly, when He prefaced His great commission to the
disciples with His grand declaration, "All power is given
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and
teach all nations , . . ." [Matthew. 28: 18, 19).

That the disciples also realized this great truth and fed
their courage and confidence upon it is evident from
Paul's glowing words, "The God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory ... raised Him [Christ] from the dead
and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places,
far above all principality and power and might and domin-
ion, and every name that is named not only in this world,
but also in that which is to come, and hath put all things
under His feet, and gave Him to be Head over all things
to the Church . ." [Colossians 1: 17, 20-22]. We are not to
infer from these and similar passages that it was only
after His resurrection and ascension that Christ was ad-
vanced to this royal dignity. Closer study shows that He
as the eternal Word has been Mediator between God and
Man since Adam fell, protecting by virtue of His antici-
pated obedience and sacrifice the human race from the
immediate execution of God's judgment upon man's sin.

Most clearly is this stated in our subordinate standards.
"Although the work of redemption was not actually
rwrought by Christ till after His incarnation, yet the virtue,
efficacy, and benefits thereof were communicated unto
the elect in all ages successively from the beginning of
the world, in and by those promises, types and sacrifices
wherein He was revealed and signified to be the Seed of
the woman who should bruise the head of the serpent,
and the Lamb slain from before the foundations of the
world, being yesterday and today the same and for
ever." [Westminster Confession, Chapter 8]. Under His
mediatorial rule, He, not yet being incarnate, directed the
course of human history toward the consummation of the
fulness of the times for His own advent, and now since
His own advent in the flesh, He directs all the affairs of
men and the events of the universe toward the consum-
mation of all things when "He shall have put down all au-
thority and rule and power, and shall have delivered up
the kingdom to' God, even the Father" [| Corinthians 15:
24]. No new power was thus given Him when as the God-
man He ascended up on high. The crown was then, as it
were, put visibly upon His head, and the glory which had
before belonged to Him was then openly displayed.

It is His by Purchase

The kingdom is also His by purchase with His blood. He
secured this royal place by the sacrifice of Himself. "He
gave Himself a ransom for many, He gave Himself for the
Church, He gave Himself for us, He gave Himself for

me" ... The full meaning of such words we shall need
eternity to learn. If pardon were to bring peace to the
guilty, if new life were to flow to the dead, a ransom must
be paid, so that the inflexible justice of God could be sat-
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isfied and the sentence of His changeless law abolished.
The handwriting of ordinances which was contrary to us,
the sentence of condemnation which was written against
us, could not be torn down and removed by the mere ex-
ercise of His power. It must first be cancelled, as when a
debt is paid, doubled, taken out of the way, as indeed it
was when He "nailed it to His cross"; so that evermore
when the question is raised, "Who is he that con-
demneth?" the answer might be returned, "It is Christ that
died." [Romans 8: 34]. The dire need of the human race
found an answer in the Redeemer's love and death. The
double demand of justice, fulfilment of the law's precept
and of its penalty, Christ met fully for us. He obeyed and
He died.

His life was given, not taken. It was the hour and the
power of darkness, but He was still sovereign, and so His
death was a sacrifice. None but the Prince of life could
say, "l lay down my life that | may take it again; no man
taketh it from me, but | lay it down of myself. | have power
to lay it down, and | have power to take it again." [John
10: 17,18]. The high dignity He wears today He wears at
the cost of His life. As Paul writes: "Being found in fash-
ion as a man He humbled Himself and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore, God
also hath highly ex-alted Him and given Him a name that
is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow of things in heaven, and things in earth,
and things under the earth, and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God, the
Father." [Philippians 2: 8-11]. The cross led to the crown,
submission secured exal-tation, obedience won glory.
"Lo, I come to do Thy will," He said; and the Father
replied, "Sit at my right hand till | make all Thine ene-
mies Thy foot-stool." [Hebrews 10: 9 and 1: 13].
"There-fore, will | divide Him a portion with the great, and
He shall divide the spoil with the strong; because He hath
poured out His soul unto death . . . [Isaiah. 53: 12].

It is His by Conquest
Christ is also King by conquest. When "the day of venge-
ance was in His heart, and the year of His redeemed was
come," when "there was none to help and none to up-
hold," then alone He stormed the very citadel of the en-
emy and His "own arm brought sal-vation." [Isaiah 63:
4,5]. In the act of redemption He not only died for our sins
and nailed the sentence of our con-demnation to His
cross, but He also met and conquered the powers of evil
which had held us in thrall. "He spoiled principalities and
powers and made a show of them openly triumphing over
them in His cross." [Colossians 2: 15].

Never was sovereignty so displayed as when Christ
ruled from and by the tree of Calvary. Here was seen
triumph even when the disciples could see nought but
tragedy. For here the very powers of evil were made to
subserve His holy ends. The wrath of men and devils was
made to praise Him and then to recede before the flood-
tide of the Father's love for His only begotten Son. "There
- fore doth my Father love me, because | lay down my
life ... " [John 10: 17]. Yea, and the very cross, devised
as a shameful instrument to express condem-nation and
to procure contempt and loathing or at the most pity, be-
came the focal point of the highest love and adoration of
a multitude which no man can number. "I, if | be lifted up
... Continued on page 12.
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INTERACTION ...... “Ironing”

We seem to have made the transition to Web availability
without too many difficulties. A number of Congregations
have chosen to receive The Presbyterian Banner in the
usual way—and a number have chosen to produce it
themselves. And a substantial number have chosen to
receive the Magazine electronically, either accessing it
from the web themselves as a download, of by having it
e-mailed to them. So far the number of packages has
dropped from about 144 to 44—which certainly makes
packaging and posting much easier. As we sort through
our mailing list, this will probably decrease
further, since many overseas recipients have
chosen to access the magazine on the web
site.

Having said that, if anyone is having any diffi-
culties, please let me know, and we’ll try to
sort through them. Customer satisfaction and
delight is our goal! For example, if Congrega-
tions, having chosen to print their own copies,
find it a burden, just let me know. Our Printers [Mr and
Mrs McPhee] are very flexible, and will produce more or
less copies, and backcopies, for the same price
[approximately $1 per copy]. However, we will have to
charge the normal subscription rate to cover all the costs
involved—especially postage.

—~ —— 3

download a copy from the website, you “save” it to the
Hard drive on your computer. Then you would have a
copy to refer to without having to go back to the website
all the time! You might even like to create a Folder
named TPB in your Documents, and put the copies in it.
Don’t hesitate to ask about any problems you may be
having in this area. | can always pass them on to some-
one else!

Some of you [!] may be accessing the Banner Web Page
and browsing through it. You will find more on the Web-
site, than you will find in the printed or pdf
copy, simply because we’re not so restricted
in size. Naturally there will be some duplica-
tion! As general rule, we’ll make selections
each month from the Website and put them
into the magazine. The aim is to update the
website more regularly as material becomes
available.

Some of you may have noticed that we have
put the Memory work for the year on the Website. We'll
leave it there, so that, if you forget, you can always
check up on it. We have also put up the Search Work for
Six Months [!]. As everyone gets more familiar with TPB
website, we hope to be able to leave the Search Work
out of the printed copy. Parents and children will be able
to access it on the Web—and print off as many copies as

Some are asking questions about how to “Save” the
downloaded Pdf files, or how to copy articles they wish
to keep. We would recommended that when you

they wish.

I’'m not very good at ironing, but I'm trying!

The Wilberforce Brief ...

Two hundred years—on the 23
February 1807, the slave trade
was abolished in the British Em-
pire.

William Wilberforce was a Chris-
tian MP who, along with others in-
cluding John Newton (the former
slave trader who wrote Amazing
Grace) worked for many years to
abolish slavery.

The 'Act for the Abolition of the
Slave Trade' was passed by the
House of Lords on 4 February
1807 and by the Commons on 23
February 1807. The Bill received
Royal Assent on 25 March 1807.

William Wilberforce continued to
fight for many years to see the
owning of slaves banned as well.
This was finally accomplished in
1833 with the final Parliamentary
reading occurring three days be-
fore his death and the bill being

passed the following month.

You can read more about

e the Wilberforce story

® slavery throughout history

e Wilberforce and the anti- slav-
ery culture

e Biblical teaching and applica-
tions

® does the Bible support slavery?
® religion and politics
® accusation of hypocrisy

® American application

On the following website:
http://w.creationontheweb.com/
content/view/4932/

Materials made available by

Jenny Stokes

Research Director, SALT SHAKERS

PO Box 6049, Wantirna, Victoria, 3152
Ph (03) 9800 2855; Mobile: 0413 084 146
Email: jenny@saltshakers.org.au

Web: www.saltshakers.org.au
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