
CITIZENSHIP 

Dr. W.J.W. Hanna, Brisbane 

 We have heard a lot recently about “Australian values” and there is a lot of support for 
the idea that people who apply for citizenship in Australia should show that they have 
a knowledge and understanding of “Australian values” – and that they have accepted 
them as their values.  I am not sure what is meant by “Australian values” and I am 
even less sure whether they are the best values to have, but the intent is clear 
enough.  There is, of course, a question as to whether these proposals are consistent 
with a commitment to what has become known as a “multicultural society.”  Once 
again, this is something that few people ever attempt to define, however, roughly, it 
seems to consist of a society where any and every culture is acceptable.  Is this really 
reconcilable with the idea that there should only be one culture – one that consists of 
“Australian values”? 

Despite all this, there is the very good point that, if we are to grow together in Australia 
and to be compatible with each other, then we must realise that, wherever we have 
come from originally, when we become Australian citizens our primary allegiance must 
now be to Australia – not to Scotland or Ireland or Lebanon or Italy or Korea or some 
other country.  This should also have consequences in the way that we live our lives!  
If we are to claim citizenship of Australia, we should be living in a way that bears out 
that claim.  We should be a credit to our country, whether we are at home in it or 
whether we are abroad in another one.  Most Australians understand that to conduct 
ourselves in this way is what is expected of those who are citizens of our country!  We 
think that those citizens of Australia who go to other countries and who behave in a 
drunken and disorderly manner are letting Australia down.  We think that Australian 
citizens who go overseas and who engage in illegal activities – drug-smuggling, confi-
dence schemes, sexual immorality with minors and so on – are letting Australia down.  
We think that they are very poor advertisements for this country!  We also think that 
Australian citizens who advocate terrorism or who promote anti-social behaviour 
within Australia are letting Australia down.  We may, even, suggest that they be 
stripped of their Australia citizenship because they have shown that their values are 
completely at variance with “Australian values.” 
 

However, this emphasis on behaving according to the values of the country of which 
one is a citizen is no new thing.  It was the same in the days of the Roman Empire.  
Some people were Roman citizens because one or both of their parents were citizens, 
some were able to buy citizenship and some were awarded citizenship as a special 
honour because they had performed great service to the Roman state.  But, by what-
ever means they came by their citizenship, they were expected to behave in a manner 
worthy of that citizenship – they were expected to understand and to practise “Roman 
values.”  And Paul used this background when he wrote to the Church in Philippi, “Our 
citizenship is in heaven.”  His point was that they should conduct themselves in a way 
that showed that they understood and accepted “Heavenly values”!  He wrote to them, 
in Chapter 1, verse 27,  “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy 
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of the gospel of Christ.”  This should be our aim also – to 
live our lives in a way that is consistent with our claim to 
be citizens of heaven! 
 

We can thank our God that He does not require us to 
show that we live our lives by the citizenship values of 
heaven before we can become its citizens.  If He did, 
none of us would ever attain that honour.  We cannot 

deserve that citizenship, we cannot purchase it and we 
cannot lay any claim to it because we were born of par-
ents who were already citizens – we can only receive it 
as a free and unmerited gift from the grace of God!  
However, having received it through grace, does this not 
place the onus on us even more – if this were possible – 
to live according to heaven’s values – to “conduct our-
selves in a manner worthy of the Gospel of Christ”?   � 
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Kingdom Life is summed up in the answer to the first 
question of the Shorter Catechism when it says: “Man’s 
chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever.”  
  

                         The Glory of God.  
One part of Kingdom living is to “Glorify” God. The basic 
meaning of the word, “glory” is weight, and therefore to 
glorify someone is to give weight or substance to that per-
son. Our purpose, then, is to give weight to God in our 
life - to exalt, and honour Him, and give Him the place in 
the whole of life that he rightly deserves as our Creator 
and King. In our walk, in our words, and in our deeds – 
indeed in everything we do - we are to do it in such a way 
that God will be honoured and praised. The Scriptures 
are quite clear on this point: “Whether therefore you eat 
or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” 
And the Apostle himself gives it an embracive range be-
cause he refers to the most common activities in life: Eat-
ing and Drinking. God is to be glorified, not apart from or-
dinary life, but in ordinary life! Some activities may obvi-
ously glorify God - like going to Church. But we are to do 
it in ordinary things as well. 
 
How can we possibly do it in all our activities – and espe-
cially in such common things as eating and drinking? The 
answer is that we glorify God by acknowledging that He is 
the giver of every good and perfect gift, and using those 
things he’s given to us in the way they’re designed to be 
used with thankful hearts. In the case of eating and drink-
ing, it will mean not over-indulging, or, as the Apostle indi-
cates in the context in which we find these words, not do-
ing anything that would cause another Christian to stum-
ble. And this applies not only to eating and drinking but to 
every other activity. Everything, the Bible says, must be 
done in such a way as to advance the honour and praise 
of the Creator. And that, says the Catechism is the chief 
purpose of our lives: Not to give weight and substance to 
ourselves, or draw attention to ourselves, but to draw at-
tention to God and His greatness and goodness.  
 

                    The Enjoyment of God.  
 

Along with the glory of God goes the enjoyment of God. 
We don’t need to be told when we enjoy something or 
someone! When we enjoy something, we love it. We go 
out of our way to take part in it. When we enjoy some-
one’s company we not only appreciate them; we long to 
be with them, and we find great contentment in being with 
them. We like the way they do things, what they say, and 
what they are. And that’s another great part of the pur-
pose in life: To enjoy God: To want to be with Him; to ob-
serve His works; to listen to Him and to talk to Him, and 
walk with Him. We have an example of this enjoyment in 
Psalm 73:25. The Psalmist says: “Whom have I in  

heaven but you?  And  earth has nothing I desire besides 
you.” Its obvious the Psalmist enjoyed God – enjoyed him 
so much that he didn’t want anyone or anything else.  
 

He didn’t always feel like that, mind you! There was a 
time, he tells us, when he wasn’t enjoying God. He was 
having a lot of questions about God – so much so that he 
tells us his foot almost slipped. But when he came to his 
senses, and saw all that God is, and all He’s doing, he 
regained his footing and enjoyed God. Its not natural to 
enjoy God. Sinners who don’t know God, cannot enjoy 
God at all. They run away from Him. And even the true 
Christian has his moments. But the ideal expressed by 
the Psalmist in Psalm 43 is the Christian ideal: He speaks 
about God as his chiefest joy. 
 

                                       Forever.   
And the third thing we ought to notice about Kingdom Liv-
ing  is that its  Forever. One big mistake we make when 
we see the word “forever” is to think only about the future 
enjoyment of God. When we’re with him in heaven we’ll 
enjoy Him – even if we don’t enjoy Him much here on 
earth! But that’s not the main purpose of our lives – to en-
joy God only in the future. Our main purpose - Kingdom 
Life - is to glorify and enjoy Him now, and if we do that it 
will be forever! And that gives the whole purpose of our 
lives a direction. We’re not to glorify him and enjoy Him 
for a moment, or when it suits us, or when things are go-
ing well. Its not even limited to this life. This great pur-
pose embraces Time and Eternity as well. It’s a Lifetime 
Purpose!  
 

                                    Conclusion.  
Here then is Kingdom life.  The God of the Bible is to be 
enthroned in our lives and enjoyed in our lives. He is to 
be the focus of all our work and activity, the supreme de-
sire of our hearts, and the supreme object of our affection 
and contemplation. The centre of life is not found in the 
earth, nor in self, nor even “in heaven”, considered apart 
from God. Its found in the eternal, unchangeable God.  
 
That means the focus of our life and the purpose of our 
life is something noble and exalted indeed. We all know 
that the focus of our lives not only shows what we are, 
but also conforms us to its image. If we’re focused on 
money we become money-grubbers. If we’re focused on 
sex, the search is on for more bizarre, and usually more 
degrading sexual experiences. If we focus on our family, 
we become engrossed in our families, and dependent on 
them. The Catechism lifts our minds, and hearts, away 
from all such things to place God at the centre of life and 
all life. And in doing so, it doesn’t curtail life and experi-
ence. It elevates and enriches it, and enables us to get 
the best out of life.  

KINGDOM LIFE 
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AUSTRALIA. 
Dr Ravi Zacharias writes of attending a missionary con-
ference shortly after arriving from India as an immigrant in 
Canada. A missionary speaker described India in ways 
he did not recognize. Later, on a first trip back to India, he 
notes his “staggering experience of surprise, even shock. 
I was reminded of the old Chinese proverb: ‘If you want to 
know what water is, don’t ask the fish.’ The point is well 
taken. When we are immersed in an environment, we do 
not see it for what it really is.” 

We have now been in Australia for several months so 
perhaps we can still look with fresh eyes at this country 
and offer some observations. However, I am very aware 
how little I have actually seen and experienced. With 
these limitations very much in mind I offer these com-
ments from a corner of Victoria. 
 
At first sight much in Australia seems very familiar to 
someone coming from Scotland. We all drive on the left; 
commonly speak English; most look 
European; we shop in supermarkets. 
But beyond these similarities you be-
come aware of things that are different 
(though even after seven or eight 
months we are still trying to fully under-
stand these differences). 
 

Australia is a big place. This is to state 
the obvious, but it means that people 
here are willing to travel distances that 
in some other countries would never 
be considered. Does it also mean that 
Australians look to their state in the 
way others look to their country? Cer-
tainly the federal structure may encour-
age this. 
 
The size of the country also means there is a great vari-
ety of landscape and of the plants and animals that grow 
there. We have a book on Australian birds but before we 
identify some new species we have to check whether we 
are likely to see it in this corner of the country. Similarly 
we hear stories of plants brought back from Queensland 
which have never settled in the Victorian climate. More 
than that, it is a surprise to find what would be a house-
plant in Scotland growing here outdoors, very often as a 
tree! 
 

A big country but most people live in the five main urban 
‘islands’. An urban viewpoint often dominates reports on 
TV. Concern is expressed about the restrictions on water-
ing suburban gardens but the same concern may not be 
shown to those no longer able to water fields or stock. 
Indeed reports from the rural areas could be from other 
countries, so distant they seem. 
 

Those who first inhabited these shores (the Aboriginal 
peoples) are now marginalised—ignored and resented. 
Those of British, Irish or European origin dominate the 
scene but there are also many from Asia, the Middle East 
and Africa. One place this is seen is on the shelves of su-
permarkets where the delicacies from different countries 

represented in the local community are for sale. Yet per-
haps the full significance of this more recent ethnic mix 
has yet to be appreciated. 
We live in an increasingly global economy so it is a sur-
prise to see so much emphasis on goods and companies 
which are Australian made or owned. Similarly much of 
our fruit and vegetables seems to be seasonal when 
other countries source such things from around the world 
making them available throughout the year. For all that 
there seems a far greater variety available to choose 
from. 
 

Coming from Scotland we are used to changeable 
weather but Victorian weather seems to daily give new 
meaning to the word changeable. The impression of a 
country of barbecues at the beach under dawn to dusk 
sunshine quickly proves false. But, in Victoria at least, the 
drought is a reality which affects daily living although no-
one seems to agree whether it is just a phase which will 
change or a pattern we will have to get used to. 
 
The Geelong congregation recently studied the book of 
Amos with its descriptions of how God sought to get the 
attention of the people of the Northern Kingdom by dis-
rupting their lives. They did not pay any attention and did 

not change their ways. Is God seeking 
to get the attention of the Australian 
people through the drought and bush-
fires? If so, then there is little evidence 
that we are listening or changing our 
ways. 
 

Indeed although Australia is located in 
the southern hemisphere and just 
about as far east as you can get, in 
much of its thinking and attitudes it be-
longs in the northern hemisphere and 
in what is called ‘the West’. Many of 
those recently arrived from Asia and 
Africa will be affected by this secular 
thinking, but not all. How will their re-

ligiousness and their religions impact on the wider think-
ing? 
 

Having got this far without mentioning sport is quite an 
achievement! Perhaps the climate makes it possible to be 
outdoors more but our preoccupation with sport in all its 
forms is astounding. And the emphasis that is placed on it 
is reflected on TV. Sport and the activities of the many 
sporting celebrities is big news. Indeed it is interesting to 
ask when we last saw a news report from elsewhere in 
the world that did not involve an Australian or sport (or 
both!)? We live on an island, are we also insular? 
 

And that is also a question for us as a church. How con-
scious are we that our God is the Lord of all the earth? 
How do we show it? And more locally, do we see our 
congregation as an island within our community or as a 
vital part of the community with a concern to reflect God’s 
priorities within it? Historically I suspect that our church 
has had a more rural background and represented only 
one of the many ethnic strands. How are we seeking to 
worship, serve and witness to the one and only God 
within the urban, multi-cultural, multi-ethnic country which 
is today’s Australia?  
 

- M G Smith, Geelong. 

BLOGGING ABOUT... 



Our  Trouble Today. 
Today, both in Australia and overseas, Humanists are 
meeting up with people who won’t bend to fit into the Hu-
manistic mould - and they don’t like it! They have been so 
used to the distinction between the sacred and the secu-
lar, [Beliefs are private things—they have no real rele-
vance to the real world] and the worship of the Church at 
the altar of humanistic values, that when they meet with 
people like Muslim fundamentalists who really stand up 
for what they believe, and translate those beliefs into life, 
that they don’t know how to deal with them! 
 

While we may not agree with Muslims, we have to recog-
nise that they are simply standing up for what they be-
lieve, and seeking to give those beliefs practical expres-
sion in life. The effort of more Liberal Muslims to make 
Islam more acceptable to the West, and reinterpret the 
“jihad” as a spiritual conflict, indicates how Islam itself is 
being influenced by Humanism. This is not  an encourag-
ing development for it is paving the way for a truce to de-
velop between one form of humanism and another. And 
when that happens, it will be Bible believing Christians 
who reject autonomy in every shape and form who will be 
the losers—or the winners—as the case may be.  
 
In the present circumstances we can be sure if Christians 
really stand up for what they believe—or should believe—
they, too,  will feel the wrath of Humanism falling on 
them. Indeed, one Jewish writer argues that there’s a 
propaganda war already going on against Christians 
that’s far worse than any propaganda war waged by Ger-
many in the 2nd World War. He says: “ The war is 
against those who regard the Bible to be God's revelation 
to humanity and the Ten Commandments to be His set of 
rules for all time. Phase one in this war is to make Christi-
anity, well, sort of socially unacceptable. Something only 
foolish, poor and ugly people could turn to” He refers to 
Richard Dawkins who has raised the question whether 
parents should be allowed to “impose” their beliefs on 
their children. He quotes Dawkins as asking: "It's one 
thing to say people should be free to believe whatever 
they like, but should they be free to impose their beliefs 
on their children?" and suggesting that the state should 
intervene to protect children from their parents' religious 
beliefs. 
 

The Rabbi [Rabbi Daniel Lapin] concludes his article with 
these words:  
“Considerably more intellectual energy is being pumped 
into the propaganda campaign against Christianity than 
was ever delivered to the anti-smoking or anti-drunk-
driving campaigns. Fervent zealots of secularism are 
flinging themselves into this anti-Christian war with enor-
mous fanaticism.  
 

If they succeed, Christianity will be driven underground, 
and its benign influence on the character of America will 
be lost. In its place we shall see a sinister secularism that 
menaces Bible believers of all faiths. Once the voice of 
the Bible has been silenced, the war on Western Civiliza-
tion can begin and we shall see a long night of barbarism 
descend on the West.  
 

Without a vibrant and vital Christianity, America is 
doomed, and without America, the West is doomed.  

Which is why I, an Orthodox Jewish rabbi, devoted to 
Jewish survival, the Torah and Israel am so terrified of 
American Christianity caving in. 
 

Many of us Jews are ready to stand with you. But you 
must lead. You must replace your timidity with nerve and 
your diffidence with daring and determination. You are 
under attack. Now is the time to resist it.” 
 

They are noble and challenging words. Sadly, one sus-
pects that the Rabbi himself is influenced by the very 
force he opposes -  and if push came to shove, the Chris-
tian will be standing alone on the authority of God’s Word, 
and the confession that Jesus is the only Saviour and 
Lord. After all, if we really stand on the Word of God, and 
the Lordship of Christ, seek to give form to that confes-
sion in our lives, and raise a Christian Counter Culture, 
where God’s Laws are taken seriously, we’ll find our-
selves not only against Humanism, but against Judaism 
and Islam as well. 
[For the full text of Rabbi Lapin’s article, See  
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?
ARTICLE_ID=53748]  

WORLD WATCH 
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Allowing Boys to be Boys 
Janice Shaw Crouse, Ph.D.of The Beverley LeHaye In-
stitute writes: 
 

“I spent the first 10 years of my life living near my grand-
parents and my father's four younger brothers. I heard 
dozens of tales about the escapades of those five Shaw 
brothers; from the accounts, my dad and his brothers 
certainly fit the description given of boys by one psy-
chologist who called boys "little aggression machines." 
 

The mischief of my dad and his brothers was tolerated 
(and often encouraged) by my grandfather, but he also 
established boundaries and meted out decisive punish-
ment when the boys found ways to sneak around the 
rules.  
 

In the process of taming those troublemakers, while 
cherishing their masculinity, my grandfather taught them 
how to become men… These fine men illustrate that the 
liberals lie when they say that such boys will become 
abusive and controlling as adult men.” 
- Crosswalk.com [Weekly Update, January, 15th, 2007. 
[The full article may be accessed on this site] 

Muslim Policewoman Refuses to Shake 
Hands with British Police Commissioner. 
 

Police said on Sunday [21st January] that a Muslim 
woman officer had refused to shake hands with London's 
police chief during a graduation ceremony last month due 
to her religious beliefs, fanning a debate in Britain over 
the assimilation of Muslims into society.  
 

The woman - whose identity was not revealed - asked to 
be excused from the customary handshake with Metro-
politan Police Commissioner Ian Blair during the cere-
mony, saying her faith prohibited her from touching a man 
other than her husband or a close relative. 

Tariq Panja Associated Press Officer Sunday January 21.  



     Motivation for Ministry 
           2 Corinthians 5:9-21 
There are some things which are hard to erase from the 
memory file. It’s a long time since I first read,  “I Believe 
in Evangelism” by (the late) David Watson, but I can’t 
forget his outline of this passage (which appears more 
or less below) in a chapter entitled “Motives in Evangel-
ism”. This is an important passage. It shows us what 
made the great apostle tick. It gives us an insight into 
his mind and motivation for service. One commentator 
describes this passage as, “one of the most pregnant, 
important and difficult passages in the New Testament.” 
I’m going to cheat a little and avoid some of the hard 
bits and look at the easier bits – if there is such a thing.  
I think it was Mark Twain who said something like, “it’s 
not the hard bits of the Bible that trouble me, it’s the bits 
I do understand that I have difficulty with.” What I want 
to do is to set out as clearly as possi-
ble some reasons from this passage 
that should spur us on in the ministry 
of evangelism.   
 

1. The Fellowship of Christ. 
  

Note the number of times Paul uses 
the first person plural, “we” and “us”. 
It appears in almost every verse. 
What does this imply? It wrecks the 
picture that perhaps many have of the 
apostle Paul as the great solitary and 
lonely evangelist of the first century. 
Yes, he was a Herculean figure but 
he was not a lone figure. He was surrounded by com-
panions and he sought out Christian fellowship. Just 
think of the many named individuals in his letters. That’s 
what we need in ministry. We need the active fellowship 
and support of other believers – otherwise we will lose 
heart. He acknowledges, for example, the part played 
by the Christians in Corinth when he wrote, “You help 
us by your prayers” (2 Cor.1: 11).  We need to go out 
into the world from a position of strength. “No man is an 
island.” The church should be a community of encour-
agement.  It’s a great advantage when we have that 
mutual support and encouragement in the congregation. 
 

2. The Judgement of Christ [vs.10-11]. 
 

“We must all appear before the judgement seat of 
Christ.” This is a sobering thought.  We shall all have to 
answer for what we have done in this life. This is no 
contradiction of the doctrine of justification by faith 
alone. James Denney writes, “It is not necessary for us 
to seek a formal reconciliation of this verse with Paul’s 
teaching that the faithful are accepted in Christ Jesus. 
We can feel that both must be true.  And if the doctrine 
of justification freely by God’s grace is that which is to 
be preached to sinful men, then the doctrine of exact 
retribution taught in this passage has its main interest 

and importance for Christians.”  This verse is then pri-
marily for the believer as a stimulus to serve God more 
faithfully. This verse reminds me I am a steward of my 
time, my gifts, my resources, my opportunities and I will 
have to give an account one day to Christ.  This verse 
reminds me I must use the talent God has given me and 
not bury it in the ground.    
 

The thought of future judgement should also provoke us 
to persuade men to turn to Christ and flee from the 
wrath to come (vs.11). If we really believe in God’s 
judgement we will be urgent and consistent in evangel-
ism. Sadly today the denial of God’s judgement has cut 
the nerve of evangelism.  “The vague and tenuous hope 
that God is too kind to punish the ungodly has become 
a deadly opiate for the consciences of millions.” (A.W.
Tozer).  We need to check ourselves that we haven’t 
swallowed Satan’s lie.  One writer challenges us; “the 
basic question is whether we ministers of Jesus Christ 
have not already been so deeply moulded by the seduc-
tive power of our dark world that we have become blind 
to our own and other people’s fatal state and have lost 
our power and motivation to swim for our lives.” 
 

3. The Love of Christ [vs.14]. 
 

 “For the love of Christ controls 
us” (ESV). For Paul it was not only 
the thought of Jesus the Judge that 
motivated his ministry but also his 
knowledge of Jesus as Saviour.  He 
was gripped and captivated by this 
love. Like John he could say, “we 
love Him because He first loved us.” 
Because Christ loved him and he 
loved Christ he wanted to tell oth-
ers – and he did. Could this be a 
reason why we don’t readily witness 
to others? Perhaps the love of Christ 
is only a doctrine in the head but not 

an experience in the heart? Or maybe our love is only a 
flicker of what it once was? That’s why he prays for the 
Ephesians that they might, “have strength to compre-
hend with all the saints what is the breadth and length 
and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge. (Eph. 3:18-19). He prayed 
this because some were obviously deficient in their ex-
perience of this love of God in Christ. 
 

How can we know more of this love?  It is not like an 
electric shock or some kind spiritual testosterone.  
Rather hear what the apostle says in Romans 15:13, 
“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.” John Piper comments, “this 
experience of the love of God is the work of the Spirit 
giving unspeakable joy in response to the mind’s per-
ception of the demonstration of that love in Jesus 
Christ,” we must therefore, “look to Christ. Consider 
Christ. Meditate on His glory and His work, not just 
casually but intentionally. Think about the promises He 
made and guaranteed by His death and resurrection. 
Pray that God would open your eyes to the wonder of 
His love in these things.” It is just plain impossible to be 
controlled by the love of Christ and not be involved in 
evangelism. 

MINISTRY MATTERS! 
The Rev. George Ball continues his 

encouraging articles on 2 Corinthians. 

 

“For Paul it was not only 
the thought of Jesus the 
Judge that motivated his 

ministry but also his 
knowledge of Jesus as 

Saviour.  He was gripped 
and captivated by this 

love.” 
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CWCI 50TH ANNIVERSARY. 
In 1957 a group of ladies from various denominations in 
Sydney met over a weekend for Bible teaching. As 
women in other parts of Australia heard about the won-
derful time they had, they wanted to join in, and so com-
mittees were formed to organize conventions throughout 
Australia. A concern for women in remote areas led to 
small groups of women travelling to provide encourage-

ment and teaching. So began CWCIOs Safari ministry. It 
became clear that women needed more than a once-a-
year convention to encourage them in their faith. In 1972 
Jean Raddon wrote the first Know Your Bible study and 
by 1977 seven thousand women were studying the Bible 
using KYB. Today there are about 2,000 KYB groups in 
Australia and many more throughout the world in Europe, 
Asia, Africa and the South Pacific. [The Free Press] 
 

4. The Power of Christ [vs.16-17]. 
 

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation.” 
That’s a radical statement for someone to make who 
used to be a narrow minded bigoted Jew. He was the 
chief of sinners. He was a hard nut to crack. Yet this 
man’s life was dramatically and comprehensively 
changed since he met with the risen Christ on the Da-
mascus road.  The living Lord converted this man. The 
logic of this is that if the Lord can convert Paul He is 
able to convert whosoever!  Let’s not relegate anyone 
into the “too hard” basket. The Lord is able to convert 
the most unlikely of people. Anyway, is there such a 
thing as an “easy” and a “hard” conversion for the Lord? 
Nothing is impossible with God. He has the power to 
create and recreate. 
 

One evidence of the change in Paul’s life is that the old 
bigotry had gone. “Old things have passed away”. Now 
he had a new attitude to people who were of a different 
religion, race and culture – from now on we regard no 
one according to the flesh (vs. 16). “All things have be-
come new.” Now he saw them as people who don’t yet 
know Christ – but who need to know Him. 
 

5. The Death of Christ [vs. 18-21]. 
 

Although we are alienated from God by sin, God “has 
reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ” (vs.18).  
Reconciliation is God’s solution to our alienation. He 
has dealt with our sin by becoming sin for us (vs.21). 
What is remarkable about this is that we were the ones 
who caused the alienation. God was not the one who 

had to cover himself with fig leaves or run away and 
hide. It was Adam who sinned, thereby separating him-
self from God. Like our father Adam, we too have set 
ourselves against God. One would think therefore that 
the onus should be upon us to reconcile ourselves to 
God. But Christianity is a religion of grace. God is the 
author of it. There is no other religion or message like it. 
There is no other way whereby a man or woman can be 
reconciled to God.  We have this message of reconcilia-
tion and we must not be silent. 
 

6. The Messengers of Christ [vs.20]. 
 

God has made us messengers of this message; “we are 
ambassadors for Christ.” Hodge comments on this 
verse; “An ambassador is at once a messenger and a 
representative. He does not speak in his own name. He 
does not act on his own authority. What he communi-
cates is not his own opinions or demands, but simply 
what he has been told or commissioned to say. At the 
same time he is more than a mere messenger. He 
represents his sovereign. He speaks with authority….all 
this is true of ministers… the rejection of their message 
is the rejection of Christ, and any injury done unto them 
as ministers is done unto Him.” 
 

Ministers have a great commission from the “Great 
Commissioner.” That is why minsters who do not teach, 
preach, evangelise, appeal, persuade and plead with 
men and women to be reconciled to God are traitors. 
Who wants to be exposed as a traitor before the judge-
ment seat of Christ?   
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THE GLORY OF THE INCARNATION.  
Robert L. Dabney writes: “God, in uniting Himself to one nature, has, in a certain sense, united Himself to the whole 
class; the condescension does not avail man alone, but brings God nearer to all orders. Thus, humanity appears to 
be a kind of nexus or point of contact between God and all the holy creatures.  
 

And thus, it appears that the extent and grandeur of the beneficent results of the incarnation are not to be measured 
by the comparative smallness of the earth and man amidst the other parts of creation. It appears how it may be most 
worthy of God, to have selected the most insignificant of His rational creatures, as well as the ones who were guilty, 
for this hypostatic union with Himself, because thereby the designed condescension to, and unification of all crea-
tures, in heavenly communion and love, would be more complete and glorious. The lowest nature best answered the 
purposes.  
 

When Mrs. Elizabeth Fry was moved by God’s grace to manifest the beauty of Christian philanthropy, she went to 
the female felons in Newgate. By going to the very bottom of the scale of moral degradation she displayed a love 
marked by perfect and entire beauty and condescension. Her love was shown to be the highest, because its objects 
were the lowest.  
 

This view of our Redeemer’s choice of objects also gives the best answer to the cavil discussed in Dr. Chalmers, 
"Astronomical Discourses." It had been objected, that the Christian scheme could only seem probable in connection 
with the old Ptolemaic astronomy, which made the earth the center of the whole heavens. For, when once it was 
found that this earth was a very small planet in our system, it would appear very absurd, that the Lord of all this host 
of worlds should die for a little speck among them. The point of Dr. Chalmers’ reply was to show that to God’s im-
mensity, no world is really great, and all are infinitesimally small.” 
- Robert L Dabney, Systematic Theology. 



OUR LORD’S ATTITUDE TO THE O.T 
[The late Rev. M. C. Ramsay, M.A.] 

The Lord Jesus made a very extensive use of the Old 
Testament. It would seem that daily its words were on His 
lips. The way in which He regarded it, and the manner in 
which He treated it, surely furnish the guidance necessary 
for us to take up a right attitude to the Old Testament. 
 

Before proceeding to investigate Christ's attitude, it 
is well to remind ourselves that the whole of the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament had been translated 
into the Greek language some hundreds of years prior to 
the advent of Christ. This is an indisputable historic event. 
The version is known as the Septuagint. 
 

The Lord Jesus treated the Old Testament with reverence. 
He declared "that all things must be fulfilled, which were 
written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets and in the 
Psalms concerning Me" [Luke 24:44]. He asserted, "the 
Scripture cannot be broken" [John 10: 35]. The phrase 
"cannot be broken" means cannot be cast down or 
cast aside, but stands; in other words, is impregnable. 
When Christ was subjected to the fierce assaults of Sa-
tan, He met each temptation with a quotation from the 
Old Testament, and prefixed each quotation with the 
words, "it is written". Why did not He, who was infinitely 
wise and great, use words which had greater author-
ity than the words of the Old Testament? The correct 
reply is, that He knew no greater authority; for there is no 
higher authority than the Old Testament, for it is the 
very Word of God. 
 

Those who reject the plenary inspiration, and consequent 
absolute reliability of the Old Testament, seek to evade the 
force of Christ's example, by declaring that He is a faulty 
exemplar and unreliable teacher. They assert that in 
many respects He was "a child of His times", and there-
fore liable to err. They refuse to believe the Lord's state-
ments in reference to the Divine authorship and absolute 
trustworthiness of the Old Testament Scriptures, for they 
maintain that "He held the current Jewish notion re-
specting the Divine authority and revelation of the Old 
Testament". [Hastings Bible Dictionary, p. 601.] 

Such critics of Christ are usually very inconsistent. They 
say, in effect, that they have tested Christ's statements 
in reference to certain matters within their capacity to test, 
and have found them false; but they accept His state-
ments in other spheres beyond their ability to test. This 
attitude is most inconsistent and absurd. Surely such per-
sons should know that if any statements of Christ are  
shown to be false, that renders suspect all His state-
ments. The whole position of the Modernist is illogical, 
as well as Christ-dishonouring and unscriptural. Sir 
Robert Anderson described the modernistic attitude to 
Christ as "a stupid and impossible compromise be-
tween rationalism and faith." ["Redemption Truths", p. 
179]. 
 

We know that the Apostles adopted the same attitude to 
the Old Testament as did their Lord. A reading of the 
book of Acts is quite sufficient to confirm this statement. 
Also we find many quotations from the Old Testament in the 
Epistles of the New Testament. Further, we have their en-
dorsement of the abiding value of the Scriptures in such 
statements as these: "For whatsoever things were writ-
ten aforetime were written for our learning, [i.e. 
"instruction"] that we through patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures, might have hope" [Rom. 15: 4]; "That ye 
might be mindful of the words which were spoken be-
fore by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us 
the apostles of the Lord and Saviour." [2 Peter 3: 2]. 
 

These words should come as a rebuke to any Chris-
tians who treat lightly the Old Testament. The question of 
the reliability of the Old Testament is of tremendous im-
portance for many reasons. Perhaps above all, we 
must not overlook the fact that it bears directly upon 
the character of Christ as a witness. 
 

In contending for the Divine authorship and inerrancy of the 
Old Testament, we stand with Christ and the apostles, 
as well as with the Old Testament prophets, we feel jus-
tified in saying, as the godly Athanasius said in reference 
to another vital truth, "We are contending for our all". An 
untrustworthy Bible cannot fortify us either to live or to die. 
The human heart yearns for certitude; and with thankful 
hearts we praise God who has given that wonderful and 
authentic revelation of Himself in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments. 

ARCHIVAL…. 
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HAPPY 35th, ARMIDALE …… 
From “Cues” - The Armidale Newsletter.  
“Sunday the 21st January marks a very special birthday. 
It is the birthday of our congregation. On the third Sun-
day of January 1972 a group of people met in Keith 
and Jean's house for the first meeting of what was to 
become a congregation of the P.C.E.A. Rev John 
Heenan from Maclean led worship and preached. We 
were placed under the care of the Maclean elders and 
became an extension charge of the Maclean congrega-
tion. The group consisted of PCEA folk who had come 
to Armidale and others who could no longer exist in the 
church that they were previously in because of liberal 
teaching and the failure of that church to deal with a se-
rious offence which had occurred in that congregation. 
 

The people in this newly formed congregation had a 
love for Biblical Christianity in line with that of the Re-

formers. In subsequent weeks we moved to ASCA 
House which was to become our home for a few years. 
The Presbytery provided us with a preacher every alter-
nate week and several of the local men conducted wor-
ship and studies on the other Sundays. A visit around 
the neighbourhood gathered in children to join with the 
children of the congregation to form a sizable Sunday 
School. In subsequent years the group became a vi-
brant youth fellowship. 

 

In September 1972 our first minister Rev Graham Brad-
beer was appointed as an assistant to the Maclean con-
gregation based in Armidale. A manse was purchased at 
69 Galloway St along with a church car. We were 
deeply indebted to the Synod and to the generosity of 
the Maclean congregation who helped us get estab-
lished. They were exciting and encouraging times and 
the Lord was pleased to bless the work put in by the 
new minister and keen people. 
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FAMILY CAMP, SYDNEY - 2006 

Monday, January 8th 2007 saw 70 campers arriving from 
the scattered congregations of the PCEA: from Ulver-
stone, Tasmania; Knox and Glen Huntly in Melbourne; 
the Sydney congregations of St Georges and Hawkes-
bury Nepean; Hunter-Barrington; Wauchope; Grafton and 
Brisbane. It was pleasing that many young families were 
able to come and enjoy the camp (next time we hope to 
more actively encourage the long distance travellers with 
a subsidy, especially those who live overseas in Tasma-
nia!) 
 

The venue was the Naamaroo Conference Centre with 
cabins on the side of a sandstone ridge set in the bush-
land of the Lane Cove National Park. The dining room 
has a lovely verandah and outlook to a creek flat en-
closed by bush. There is a sizeable swimming pool which 
was much enjoyed by the families during the free time in 
the afternoons. The site proved to be a good venue in hot 
weather. 
 

The number of ministers attending was less than usual 
but they ably led us in devotions together with some of 
the elders. Readings were based on the camp theme, 
which was: The pre-eminence and uniqueness of Christ – 
“Far above all” (Ephesians 1:21). 
 

On the first night there was an opening service led by the 
Rev. Dr. Greg Fox who spoke to us from Hebrews 1: 1-3  
about “the most excellent Messenger that ever came into 

the world” (M. Henry).  
 

On Tuesday night Dr Rowland Ward presented a very in-
formative and helpful lecture on the historic challenges to 
the unique person of Christ, especially covering the early 
centuries when the doctrine of the Trinity was being clari-
fied.  
 

On Wednesday night, Rev. Tut Wan Yoa spoke to us 
about the work of God amongst his own Sudanese peo-
ple in his home country of Sudan, in the refugee camps 
and here in Melbourne. He told us of the many difficulties 
experienced by his people and the need of prayer and  of 
pastors to work amongst them. 
 

On the final night the ministers answered questions which 
had been asked by the campers. This proved to be an 
edifying time and hopefully satisfied the campers.  
 

The main teaching of the camp was led by Rev. John 
McCallum of St Georges, Sydney, with a series of four 
morning addresses on “the cross.” (CD’s available). The 
talks were based on Hebrews 12:2. “Looking unto Jesus 
the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of 
God.” 
 

In the first talk we learnt that the cross was a piece of 
wood (of unknown shape), that the cross of Christ is the 
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CAN YOU FIND YOUR WAY TO CHURCH 

TODAY? 

exclusive theme of Christianity and the only way by 
which Christ ‘purged our sins’.  
 

In his second address, Mr McCallum covered what it 
meant for Christ to endure the cross. Christ endured 
what wicked men did to him unjustly. They hated him 
without a cause. He also endured the opposition of Sa-
tan who tried to disrupt his mission and keep Jesus off 
the cross. He also endured the wrath of God due for sin 
and was separated from His beloved Father. 
 

The third message looked at the joy 
Christ had in obeying His Father and in 
saving His people and in being re-
warded and highly exalted for His obe-
dience.  
 

The final message was a practical one, 
looking at what it means for us to deny 
ourselves, to take up our cross daily 
and to follow Christ as our great       
example. 
 

Here are some of the comments made 
by the campers: 
 

“I loved the camp. It ran very 
smoothly…every afternoon was free 
time and the children of all ages had a 
marvellous time alternating between 
the swimming pool and the games 
rooms which contained pool table and table tennis ta-
bles. The pool was great because one part was only 
0.5m deep and the younger children could swim with 
confidence while the older children could play their wild 
games cooling off in the afternoon heat. The meals were 
excellent. I enjoyed the way the program ran and thank 
John McCallum for his excellent addresses on the cross 

and its relevance to us.” 
 

“This week has been a very refreshing break for us. The 
fresh air, leisurely bushwalks, placid venue and noise-
proof rooms were most welcome. The beds were very 
comfortable and we appreciated the possums, lizards 
and rabbits (hope no farmers are reading this!) We 
would like to mention that all the staff were a real credit 
to their employer.” 
 

“The fellowship experienced and the unity 
was refreshing. It was good to be reminded 
again of the saving work and exalted posi-
tion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. “ 
 

Singing together in harmony the praises of 
God was another good aspect of the 
camp -  under the able direction of Mrs 
Marge Ramsay. 
 

Campers appeared to be unanimous in 
their approval of the site and it has been 
tentatively booked again for the 5th to 9th 
January, 2009. This has yet to be ap-
proved by the Youth & Fellowship Commit-
tee.  
 

Some others who could not come this time 
would prefer a camp at Easter, but this has 
difficulties with traffic congestion, particu-

larly for those coming from the North Coast. 
Any further suggestions could be directed to the author 
of this report at P.O. Box 53, Campbelltown, NSW 2560. 
Thank you to all who assisted in running the camp and 
thanks be to God for graciously answering our prayers 
and blessing us. 

- Tom Reeve -  a/Camp Coordinator. 

A FAMILY THAT PRAYS            
TOGETHER STAYS  

TOGETHER! 

“The camp has been an 

encouragement to me. It 
is the only opportunity I 
have to attend prayer 
meetings and psalmo-
dies as I have a young 
numerous family. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed fel-
lowship here and would 
recommend future at-
tendance to others as 
there is only gain from 

being here” 



SEARCH WORK -  JANUARY,  FEBRUARY, 2007 
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Metrical Psalms 
Infants (< 7 yrs)    Psalm 23/121 
                             Psalm 67/100 
Junior (8-12 yrs)   Psalm 25:1-10 
                             Psalm 130 
Senior (13-17yrs)  Psalm 113                   
                              Psalm 139 

Scripture Memory 
Junior                    Isaiah 55:6-13 
Senior                   Isaiah 53 
                             1John 4:7-19 

Psalm Tunes.  
Please choose appropriate Psalm from  
Preferred book (sol fa copies available from  
convener) 
 

Junior                 Senior  
Gabriel   (CM)         Ayrshire   (CM) 
Leuchars   (66 66)   Blaenwern   (87 87D) 
Louisville   (SM)      Brother James' Air   (CM) 
Tiverton   (CM)       Croft's 136th   (66 66 88)  

Catechism 
Section 1   1-10        Section 2  11-22 
Section 3   23-38      Section 4   39-62 
Section 5   63-68      Section 6   89-107 
Section 7   1-107 word perfect 

Essays 
 

Infants(<7)   

(100 words)  
Q.Who was Jezebel and what  
did she do to make the Lord     
angry  (I Kings 16:29-33)? 
 

Junior (8-12)  

(400 words) 
Q. Where was John when he had  
a vision? Why was he there?  
Describe what he saw in this vi-
sion (Revelation 1). 
 

Senior (13-17)  

(1000 words) 
Q. Jesus told John to write a  
message to seven churches  
in Asia (Revelation 2, 3).  
 

Outline the structure of these  
messages, giving an example of  
each of the seven elements in  
this structure.             

YOUTH WORK - 2007 
The following children were 
awarded book prizes for 
Search Work answers in 2006. 
 

Senior Section:  
Chris Hamilton,  
Mark Hamilton,  
Ben Hutchins 
 

Intermediate Section:  
Andrew Hamilton 
 

Junior Section:   
Jessie Carswell,  
Nathanael Carswell 
 

Mrs Steel writes:  
“A number of children started 
the questions but pulled out 
after a few months; I don't 
think I'll hear from them now.  
So last year was the lowest in 
numbers ever, only 6 complet-
ing the questions.  I think par-
ents have good intentions, but 
there are so many other com-
peting interests.” 
 

Let’s put our best foot for-
ward for 2007. 

JANUARY 2007 
SENIOR  and INTERMEDIATE 
Intermediate omit questions 4 and 7 
 

ROMANS chapter 1 
1.   The gospel of God is concerning which person?   
       (3 verses) 
2. Why did Paul thank God for the Romans? 
3. Why was Paul not ashamed of the gospel of Christ? 
4. How does the creation leave men without excuse? 
 

Chapter 2 
2. Why does the one who judges another condemn 

himself? 
3. What will happen to those who sin without law, and 

those who sin in the law? 
4. Under what conditions is there  profit in circumci-

sion? 
5. Who is a true Jew and what is true circumcision? 

 

JUNIOR 
GENESIS chapter 1 
1.   In the beginning, what did God create? 
2. What happened when God said, Let there be light? 
3. What  did God create on the fourth day?  
4. In whose image did God create man, and what did 

he say when he blessed them?  (2 verses) 

WELL DONE! 

FEBRUARY 2007 
SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE 
Intermediate omit questions 2 and 7 
 
ROMANS chapter 3 
1.  What was the chief advantage that the Jew had? 
2.  Quote the verses from Psalm 14 (or Psalm 53) that 
     Paul uses to prove that both Jew and Gentile are  
     under sin. 
3.  Can anyone be justified by the deeds of the law? 
4.  By what means, do we conclude, is a man justified? 
 

Chapter 4 
5.  What was counted to Abraham for righteousness? 
6.  Was the promise to Abraham through the law or 
    through the righteousness of faith? 
7. How strong was Abraham’s faith?  (2 verses) 
8. On what condition shall righteousness be imputed to  
    us also?  (2 verses) 
                                            

                                  JUNIOR 
GENESIS chapter 2   
1. Of what tree did God command the man not to eat? 

(2 verses) 
2. How did God create the woman?  (2 verses) 
3. What did Adam and Eve do when their eyes were 

opened?  
4. What did the Lord God say to the serpent?  (2 

verses) 
SSEARCHEARCH W WORKORK TO:   TO:  MRS I. STEEL.,  PO Box 193, EPPING  
1710.  E-mail: iesteel@gmail.com 
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In Psalm 22, verses 27-28, we read some wonderful 
words.  “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn 
to the LORD, and all the families of the nations shall wor-
ship before you.  For dominion belongs to the LORD and 
he rules over the nations.”  Jesus’ commissioning of the 
eleven to make disciples in every nation has the same 
thrust and today missionary endeavour is being under-
taken all around the world.  Many of you may not be 
aware of a reformed work that exists in China.  It is called 
Reformation Translation Fellowship (RTF).   The RTF 
headquarters is in Taiwan and currently there are three 
support organisations, one each in the UK, USA and here 
in Australia.   The following gives you a brief introduction 
to the history and work of the RTF. 
 
RTF was established in South China in 1949 by Re-
formed Presbyterian missionaries and pastors just before 
the establishment of the People’s Republic of China.  The 
two men instrumental in this develop-
ment were Samuel Boyle, an American 
missionary who had been ministering in 
Canton and Charles Chao, who had as-
sisted Johannes G. Vos in theological 
education in Manchuria.  As a former 
journalist and an observer of current 
events, Dr. Boyle saw the lack of theo-
logical foundations in the Chinese church 
and the ongoing threat of Protestant lib-
eralism, which had swept through most 
theological schools and denominations in 
China since the early 1920s.  It was at 
this time that he began to translate Gra-
ham Machen’s Christianity and Liberal-
ism into Chinese.  It was published in 
1951 and a reprint has been published in 
2002.  
 
Later Dr. Boyle and Charles Chao 
started to publish a Reformed periodical 
entitled Faith and Life. This aimed to 
feed the needs of Chinese pastors 
throughout China.  During the past 53 
years RTF has sought to translate the 
great works of Protestant and Reformed 
theological literature into Chinese. Some 
theological works originally written in 
Chinese have also been published.  The 
aim has been to provide the resources 
needed to strengthen the doctrinal foun-
dation of the Christian Church in China.  
As the house Churches in China have 
grown in recent decades the need for 
biblical and reformed teaching has grown 
with them and RTF seeks to meet this 
need.  To date over 60 titles have been 
published and these are being distrib-
uted widely in China.  
 
In 2003 an Australian Committee was 
established to raise prayer and financial 
support for the work of RTF.  Currently 
this committee is sponsoring the publica-

tion of a series of twenty evangelistic booklets for use in 
evangelism, discipleship and campus ministry among stu-
dents in China’s universities.   Some of these titles being 
translated into Chinese are Immortality by Lorraine 
Boettner; The Way of Life by Charles Hodge; Karl Marx 
or Jesus Christ? by V. Raymond Edman; Why I Believe 
in God by Cornelius Van Til; God, Man and Religion by 
J. G. Vos; Words to Winners of Souls by Horatius 
Bonar; Coming to Faith in Christ by John Benton; and 
Who is in Control by A. W. Pink.  
 
So as we start a new year let’s resolve to join in praying 
for the work of the gospel in China.  The committee here 
in Australia has agreed to make Sunday 18th February 
2007 a day of united prayer for China and the ministry of 
RTF.  The day coincides with the first day of the Chinese 
New Year.  So you may even find that Chinese culture is 
in the headlines of your newspapers, radio and television.  
 
For more information about the Reformation Translation 
Fellowship please visit the Australian website www.rtfa.

MISSION BRIEFS..  



Fighting for Dear Life: The Untold Story of 
Terri Schiavo  [Bethany House, 304pp] 
 

Many of you may remember the story of Terri Schiavo, 
the woman from Florida, U.S.A, who had her feeding 
tube removed and was allowed to starve to death. Be-
cause she was so healthy it took 13 days for her to die. 
This all happened in March 2005. 
 

I had followed Terri’s story in the Media, but then you 
only get one side of the story. It wasn’t until I read this 
book that I realized the tremendous battle they had put 
up to preserve the life of their daughter. 
 

To me, if what is written in this book is true - and I be-
lieve it is -  what happened was a great miscarriage of 
justice. Terri had suffered a collapse at her home in 
February 1990. The cause for this collapse was never 
discovered, she had always been a very healthy person 
up to this time. During the collapse she suffered brain 
damage due to the lack of oxygen. Follow-
ing this collapse she was in a Coma for 
some time, but rallied round and was sus-
tained by a feeding tube.  
 

For 15 years Terri survived this way. Dur-
ing the first two years of her condition 
Terri received treatment and seemed to 
be improving. In 1992 this treatment 
stopped when her husband refused to use 
money won in a Malpractice Case to fur-
ther her treatment. Terri’s parents - the 
Schlinders - become very distressed and 
appealed to the court to become the legal 
Guardians of their daughter, willing to 
bear all the cost of care themselves. The 
battle began - and they lost. 
 

In 1998 her husband requested the Court 
to “allow” Terrie die by removing her feed-
ing tube, and in February 2000 the Court  ruled that she 
can be allowed to die, maintaining that this would be her 
desire and that she is unable to know what is going on, 
despite the fact that she looked very healthy, responded 
to her parents, and actually sat up in a chair. The court 
ruled that she is unconscious, but this wasn’t the case. 

With the help of medical personnel the Schlinders 
fought this decision - and won. For the time being Terri 
was safe. Her husband then had her moved to a Hos-
pice for the terminally ill. 
 

In April 2001, her feeding tube was removed, but is rein-

serted two days later by a court order. This happened 
again in 2002 - and this is when the Author of the book, 
David Gibbs, got involved in the case. David came from 
a Christian law firm and is himself a strong Christian 
who believes life is God-given and it should be pre-
served at all cost. He took up the battle to support 
Terri’s parents and fight for her right to live. Once again 
Terri’s tube is removed but they succeed in having it re-
inserted after the Florida Senate passed “Terri’s Law.” 
From then on the battle is hard and much is done to 
fight the ongoing desire to what is tantamount to having 
Terri put to death. The Congress becomes involved and 
President Bush has to break his holiday to return to 
Washington to sign  legislation to prevent her death. But 
in the end even this is overturned and the Florida district 
Court rejects the Appeal and directs the tube be re-
moved on the 18th March 2005. On the 31st March, 
2005, Terri passed away - the first victim of a civil death 
order by a Judge in American History. 
 

The Schlinders, Terri’s devoted parents waited upon the 
Lord. “There was nothing personally I 
could do to change what was happen-
ing to Terri. I just totally put myself in 
the hands Of God and whatever he de-
cided, that was the way it was going to 
be,” said Bob Schlinder. How heart-
breaking it was for her parents to have 
to see their daughter die this death. As 
some said, “you would not starve an 
animal to death.” 
 

In the final chapters of the book the Au-
thor deals with the fact that these things 
happen in America, the Country who 
used “In God we Trust” as its motto, but 
has turned its back on God and His 
Word. He quotes from 2 Chronicles 
7:14 “If my people, who are called by 
my name will humble themselves and 
pray and seek my face and turn from 

their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sin and will heal their land”. That is not only 
very apt for America but also for us in Australia.  
 

Being neither a Lawyer or Doctor, some of the informa-
tion was beyond me. But it was an absorbing account of 
what must have been a heartbreaking experience for 
Terri’s parents, and a profound warning of what can 
happen when we get away from God’s Word. I recom-
mend this book to everyone.  
- Roberta Murray. ���� 

BOOK REVIEW …….. 
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David Gibbs defends the rights of churches and Christians nationwide through Gibbs Law Firm and the Christian 
Law Association. He's a graduate of Liberty University and received his law degree from Duke University. His radio 
program, The Legal Alert, is heard on more than 1,000 stations daily. 
 
Bob DeMoss served for seven years as Youth Cultural Specialist for Dr. James Dobson and Focus on the Family. He 
has hosted his “Learn to Discern: Help for a Generation at Risk” seminar in more than 300 cities worldwide and has 
appeared on numerous national radio and television shows, including Good Morning, America.  
 
“As a quadriplegic, I thank God for courageous advocates like my friend David Gibbs who hold fast to life values no matter how se-
vere the circumstances. In Fighting for Dear Life David presents thoughtful arguments and practical advice that will help the 
reader forge an honorable path through the legal, medical, and moral complexities of life. I highly recommend this excellent 
book.” -Joni Eareckson Tada, Joni and Friends International Disability Center 



GROWING OLD THE WRONG WAY 
Chapter 16 of 2 Chronicles is a sad chapter. It shows a 
man who had faithfully served God becoming foolish, 
fickle and faithless in his old age. The man is King Asa, 
and its a sad ending to a reign - and a life - that had 
been so successful and enriching in many areas. With-
out any shadow of doubt, Asa had made a great contri-
bution to the realization of God’s Purpose of redemption 
in the world. He had prevented the idolatry that had be-
come established in the Northern Kingdom from becom-
ing a way of life in Judah. But from a strong faith, wise 
rule, and a dedicated life, we see Asa becoming weak 
in faith, arbitrary in action, and forgetful of his God. We 
see the decline, and disintegration of a beautiful spiri-
tual life. This doesn’t mean that Asa wasn’t saved. All 
the indications are that he was. But his closing years 
were marred by a walk that was out of step with God.  
 

And at the outset there’s a very important lesson here. 
There’s one thing that’s true of everyone of us: We’re all 
growing older. And there are two - and only two - direc-
tions our growing older can take. We can grow closer to 
God in faith, love and hope. Or we can grow further 
away from God. And the most important thing for us is 
to realise that we are moving in one way or the other, 
and for us to ask ourselves: Which way we are growing 
as we get older, nearer to God or further away? Its here 
that this chapter really helps us, because it shows us a 
man who went the wrong way, and how he went the 
wrong way. And we can focus on three ways in which 
Asa went wrong as he grew older. He became [1] Fool-
ish; [2] Fickle; and Faithless. 
 

                     Asa's Foolishness 
 

First of all, we can become more foolish as we grow 
older.  Asa was a man who had everything going for 
him. He had seen in the past the mighty power of God, 
and he experienced God's blessing in his life and king-
dom. Yet when Baasha, King of Israel came up against 
Judah, Asa, instead of turning to God for help, went to 
BenHadad King of Syria, and made a treaty with him, so 
that Israel would be forced to withdraw its forces.  
 

We’re told that this happened in the 36th year of Asa’s 
reign – but this raises a difficulty because in 1 Kings 
16:8 we're told that in the 26th  year of Asa, king of 
Judah, Elah the son of Baasha became king over Israel 
at Tirzah. Matthew Henry, commenting on the figure 
here in 2 Chronicles is very honest. He says: “How to 
reconcile the date of this event with the history of the 
kings I am quite at a loss.” [Commentary] The most 
probable explanation is that there was a mistake in 
copying the MSS – 26 becoming 36.  
 

Be that as it may, the point that the text makes is that in 
the hour of crisis, Asa instead of looking to God, looked 
to some other person. And Hanani soon points this out. 
He reminds Asa of the great victory of the past remind-
ing him that because he relied on the Lord, victory was 
his. [v 8]. He goes on to tell him why. Its because of 
God’s character. “He strongly supports those whose 
heart is completely his” And then he sums up “you have 

acted foolishly in this”. Instead of relying on the Lord. 
He had looked elsewhere. 
                         Foolish in Attitude 
We can become foolish in our attitude to life, too. Not-
withstanding all the wonderful things that God has done 
for us we can forget about him, and try to find our own 
way and help. Its true that we have to plan, act, and 
work. But the question is: How do we do it? Do we do it 
with our eye on God in the atmosphere of prayer, say-
ing, “if the Lord will I will do this and that?” Or do we go 
on without even a thought about God. Asa used to think 
about God and look to him. But he got out of that at-
mosphere, and lost that attitude. And when the crisis 
came, he didn’t even think about God.  And we’ll see 
which way we’re going if we ask ourselves: What do we 
do as we face life. Do we look to God? Or do we think 
we can handle it our way. If the Lord’s presence is not 
becoming more real, more indispensable, more sought 
after, then we’re going the wrong way. 
 

                               Foolish in Sin.  
But we can also become foolish with regard to sin. As 
we get older, instead of getting further away from sin, 
we can get closer to it. In the natural development of 
things it should be other way round. We should be able 
to see more clearly the fruitlessness of  disobedience to 
God. We should be able to see that it only wastes time 
and energy. David himself is a good example of one 
man who became foolish with respect to sin as he grew 
older. And what has happened to David has happened 
in the lives of others too. Instead of age bringing with it 
separation from sin, it has sometimes brought with it a 
toying with sin, and involvement in it. We can subscribe 
to that old saying: I’m too old to change! But as one per-
son has correctly said: If we’re too old to change then 
we’re too old to repent – and that flies in the face of all 
“endeavour after new obedience”. There’s also another 
saying: There’s no fool like an old fool – and how true 
that has been even in the lives of Christians.  
 

                         Foolish in Forgiveness.  
And then again we can be foolish as regards Forgive-
ness. Instead of going to the Lord Jesus and depending 
on Him, we can try to get rid of sin apart from him. You 
would think that as Christians got older, they would de-
pend on the Lord Jesus more and more, and rejoice in 
Him as their all – sufficient Saviour. That was Paul’s ex-
perience. After being a Christian for well on thirty years, 
he could say that “I consider everything a loss com-
pared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Je-
sus  my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I 
consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the Law, but that which comes through faith 
in Christ – the righteousness that comes from God and 
is by faith.” [Philippians 3:8-9]  
 

But some, unlike Paul, are like the Galatians, who 
started by faith, and then thought they would be made 
perfect by their works. As life slips away from them they 
feel they must work harder and do more – and so, in-
stead of becoming more loving and caring, they become 
harder, and more censorious of others, and perhaps 
even turned in upon themselves. By all means let us 
work harder, and do more, and pray more – but let’s do 
it in the context of full and free forgiveness in Christ.� 

CALEB’S CLUB…... 
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THE HEADSHIP OF CHRIST 
    Rev. Dr. J. Campbell Andrews 
[From a Pamphlet that bears this title] 

 

The reality of Christ's present reign is today often over-
looked in anticipation of His future reign in a "kingdom 
age" or dispensation for which many look. The Scripture 
truth that Christ is exalted a "Prince and a Saviour" [Acts 
5: 31], that all things are placed in subjection to Him and 
that He is "Head over all things to the Church"  
[Ephesians 1:22] is largely neglected by many who 
would call themselves evangelical Christians. This truth 
was so vividly realized by the Apostles and the first gen-
eration of Christian disciples that it uplifted them above 
the most hostile environment ever confronting the Chris-
tian Church, gave them courage to stand for the faith be-
fore rulers and peoples and, despite experience of hard-
ship, suffering and persecution of His resurrection, as-
cension, exaltation and glory. They were sustained by 
the knowledge of His personal reign at the Father's right 
hand, and of His presence with them 
through the indwelling Holy Spirit, that 
other- Paraclete or Advocate and by 
the anticipation of His personal return 
for them at the consummation of His 
kingdom.  
 

The keynote of their Christian lives was 
consequently one of victory and tri-
umph. The Christ in whom they be-
lieved, whom they loved and whom 
they served, had been crucified in 
weakness for their sins, but raised in 
power for their justification, and en-
throned in glory for their salvation. They looked con-
stantly to the crucified Christ in the heavenly places, to 
Jesus "made both Lord and Christ" (Acts 2: 36), to Jesus 
"crowned with glory and honour" (Hebrews 2:9). Hence 
they lived for and served Christ with deep convictions 
and rare courage, with unfailing constancy and utter con-
secration. We do not wonder that they gained the reputa-
tion of turning "the world upside down." 
 

It is a grievous, one may almost say, a crippling, loss to 
the Christian Church, whenever this inspiring and com-
forting truth is neglected. The very ground of the 
Church's commission is thereby relinquished. For upon 
Christ's declaration of universal power is based the com-
mand to universal evangelization. "All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and 
teach all nations ..." [Matthew 28:18,19]. There is also 
lost the force of that gracious assurance, "Lo, I am with 
you always, even unto the end of the world" [Matthew 
28: 20]. For Christians there is no more consoling truth 
than this that He who died for them now reigns over 
them, that He who wears their nature in heaven has ab-
solute control over all the affairs of earth, that He who is 
touched with the feeling of their infirmities has in His own 
hands the regulation of every event that concerns them. 
 

To what extent Arminian doctrine has contributed to the 
neglect of this truth it is not easy to say. If divine sover-
eignty as exercised by the risen Redeemer cannot be 

thought of as consistent with human freedom and re-
sponsibility it is not easy to solve the problem of reconcil-
ing the course of events on earth with Christ's dominion 
from heaven. But the type of Dispensational teaching so 
prevalent today among professed Evangelicals has per-
haps contributed most to the loss of this vision of an ex-
alted and enthroned Saviour who is even now "both Lord 
and Christ," and whom God hath "set at His own right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality 
and power and might and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this world but also in that which 
is to come, and hath put all things under His feet, and 
gave Him to be Head over all things to the Church.
[Ephesians 1:20]. One's orthodoxy may be questioned 
today if one fails to "divide the Word of truth" in such a 
way as to set Scripture against Scripture, and dispensa-
tion against dispensation, and Christ as Saviour against 
Christ as King, and the kingdom of God against the 
church of God, and the subjects of the King against the 
children of the Father. But there ia a grand sweep to 

God's everlasting purpose of grace 
through the Redeemer which can no 
more be bounded and diverted by the 
erring thoughts of men than it can by 
place or time or race or speech or colour. 
 

There is a quality of timelessness attach-
ing to the offices as well as the Person of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, which can never 
be fully understood by us who are the 
sons of time. He is the eternal Word 
made flesh, the eteinal Son of God who 
became the Son of man. He is the one 
Mediator between God and man and in 

His work as Mediator He fulfils the three related, and in-
deed inseparable, offices or functions of that unique ap-
pointment, the prophetic, the priestly and the kingly. And 
these are contemporaneous. As Dr. A. A. Hodge states, 
"If He were the Lamb slain before the foundations of the 
world [Rev. 13: 8], He must have been a Prophet before 
Moses, and a Priest before Aaron, and a King before 
David. He was in these respects their predecessor and 
the ground from which they sprang, as well as their suc-
cessor and anti-type." [Evangelical Theology]. 
 

Not without deep significance did the wise men from the 
east ask the question, "Where is He that is born King of 
the Jews?" [Matthew 2:2]. He who lay incarnate as the 
Babe of Bethlehem was not only King of the Jews, but 
even then, by virtue of His eternal power and Godhead 
as well as of His mediatorial office, Lord of all, exercising 
sovereign dominion over the universe. The "child born," 
the "Son given" is called the "wonderful Counsellor, the 
mighty God, the Father of eternity, the Prince of 
peace." [Isaiah 9: 6, 7]. 
 

There is an analysis of truth which is very helpful in 
showing how parts and aspect contribute to a glorious 
whole. But there is a "dividing of the Word of truth" which 
is destructive of the very unity of Scripture and harmony 
of Revelation, derogatory of the work and glory of Christ 
as Mediator, and in so far as it relegates and limits to a 
future age the kingdom of Christ, does grave dishonor to 

“It is a grievous, one may 
almost say, a crippling, 

loss to the Christian 
Church, whenever this in-

spiring and comforting 
truth is neglected. The 

very ground of the 
Church's commission is 
thereby relinquished….” 
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His kingly office and grave disservice to His Church. It 
was not the fond memory of a departed Teacher 
which made weak disciples into mighty Apostles, but 
a vivid appreciation of the risen and ascended Sav-
iour who ruled in heaven and yet by His Spirit indwelt 
them upon earth. 
 

 And it is not the fond anticipation of a future dispen-
sation when Christ's kingdom will be established and 
His rule begin, but the same vision and experience as 
the Apostles enjoyed which are needed to confirm our 
faith and inspire our service today. [To be continued] 
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The Nuer Congregation  
The ministry among the Sudanese is growing slowly but 
is going to get there in God’s providence although is diffi-
cult to minister to people who are from war devastated 
areas like the South Sudan. Since the first gathering of 
the Sudanese (Nuer) congregation of the PCEA on June 
12th 2005 there has been considerable growth and the 
congregation is now the largest among the Nuer people.  
 
The Nuers make up the majority among the Sudanese 
community living in Victoria and we regularly have 200 or 
so at our afternoon service on the Lord's Day. We also 
have a good number of mainly Bari speakers at the Knox 
morning service, and Acholi at Glen Huntly. Dr Ward 
takes the Knox service and I take that at Glen Huntly 
where we also have Indians, Koreans and others. In 
some ways we have more work than we can overtake, 
and your prayers would be valued, particularly for mature 
Christians to help, as there are many who wish to come 
who have no access to transport. We are using a small 
bus but we really need a whole fleet! 
 
Sometime people are deluded by their existing percep-
tions and driven by their inner naive beliefs without actu-
ally considering what the real facts are. The majority of 
the people are shallow in their faith. Their knowledge of 
the Scriptures is very limited. This puts on us a great 
challenge in our work of counselling or pastoral care com-
prehensively, and more difficultly arises due to family 
break down. The majority of the families are single moth-

ers with young people. These young people may be seen 
by their parents as going astray from their community be-
liefs, value and culture, and therefore are considered to 
have lost their direction. Always there are great conflicts 
of ideas between the parents and their children. This can 
lessen their regular attendance in the church. 
 
The order of worship in Sudan has been mixed up with 
the other denomination's type of worship during the last 
twenty years of war. Some of the elements which are not 
Presbyterian have crept in, like clapping the hands or 
making sounds during the time of worship. Now I’m work-
ing hard helping them to work through the true way of 
worship. They at least find a sound way of worship in an 
organized way in the Presbyterian Church of Eastern 
Australia. Some psalms have been translated. 
 
We have recently revived a biblical leadership training 
course under the name JAMES FORBES SCHOOL OF 
THEOLOGY in our Knox Presbyterian church which we 
conduct every Friday evening. So far we have covered 
how the Bible fits together with its message centred in 
Jesus Christ, and we are currently dealing with issues of 
church life and practice according to the New Testament. 
There is much to be done among the Sudanese congre-
gations. They need help to be informed about other be-
liefs which claim to be Christian faith. Mormons and Jeho-
vah's Witnesses among various cults are active. The Fel-
lowship group with the PCV has not helped by their selec-
tive financial and educational assistance to certain fa-
voured ones. So there are many challenges not least the 
naivity of many as regards Christian things. 
- Tut Yoa 

CHURCH LIFE.. 

NANISE TAPUA’S DEATH  
The Church was saddened to learn about the death of 
Nanise Tapua - the wife of our late missionary in Fiji, 
Leoni Tapua - on the 25th December 2006. While it was 
widely known that she had not been well, her death was 
unexpected.  
 
The Missions Convener writes: “Nanise had not been 
well, suffering with diabetes and high blood pressure. In 
conversation with her at the end of November she said to 
me that her blood sugar levels were good but her blood 
pressure remained high. However, her health deterio-
rated, and the Lord called her to himself on Christmas 
day. Nanise was buried on the 29th of December by a 
local Methodist minister, who is related to the family. 
 

I know that many of our people have a great interest in 
the small group who meet together in Fiji and particularly 
in the Tapua family. I have spoken to Ruthie and Micah 
more recently, and have expressed to them my deep 
sympathy and that of our Church. The children seem to 
be bearing up well considering the suddenness and 
shock of their mother’s death. Please uphold all the chil-
dren in prayer before the throne of grace at this time of 
great loss.  
 
Pray also for the small group who make up the Presbyte-
rian Free Church of Fiji (PFCF). Eliki, who is in his eight-
ies, faithfully continues to come to the Tapua home in 
Waila to lead and preach in the worship service each 
Sunday. This, no doubt, will strengthen and bring great 
comfort to Nanise's children.” 
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I’m Ready ! 

Whenever we speak about “jobs for the boys” there’s  
generally the suggestion that someone is getting special 
treatment, special “perks”  - or both! And sadly that’s of-
ten the case. As it’s often put: “It’s not what you know, 
but who you know.”  In many cases, the jobs are adver-
tised, and people go through the motions of 
being fair and open, but  they have already 
been filled from the “inside.”  The Presbyte-
rian Banner doesn’t want to encourage that 
practice! And there are many job opportuni-
ties for 2007.  
 
The Rev. Peter Gadsby, who has given ster-
ling service as the Church Webmaster, and 
as the writer of our column, Webwatch, has 
indicated that he’ll be leaving us. We thank 
him for his work with the magazine, and his 
patience in dealing with the computer illiter-
ate. We pray that he and his wife Lindy will 
know God’s blessing and strength as they 
take up a new work in Canberra with the Reformed 
Churches of Australia. I have known Peter and Lindy 
since they were young people in our Youth Fellowship in 
Melbourne. It will be strange not having them around! 
But it will also mean that the job of writing Webwatch is 
vacant. If anyone would like to write this monthly column, 
please get in touch as soon as possible.  

We are still in need of someone to contribute to the chil-
dren’s page. I’m sure there are many who are expert in 
creating all kinds of interesting puzzles for children—and 
who could do it in a fraction of the time I take, and with 
much greater variety. Once again, let me hear from you! 

 

I think I have almost persuaded Susan Scott 
to resume her role as “Production Man-
ager”. The sticking point at the moment is 
the remuneration package. I’m prepared to 
raise the current package by 200% but she 
seems unmoved by that generous offer! 
 

And then there are the Pages for Women, 
and Seniors! Surely there is someone, 
somewhere, who has some contribution to 
make to these columns! Let me hear from 
you—and exercise those talents that the 
Lord has given you. 
 

In the picture, Jack looks very comfortable 
and blissfully happy. But even he isn’t always like that! 
He overcomes his arthritis and tiredness and at least 
barks!  

 Filling Our Needs …  
The Presbyterian Banner is the 
official magazine of the Presbyterian 
Church of Eastern Australia. The 
PCEA was established in 1846 and 
adheres to the Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith (1647) as its doctrinal 
standard.  
Literary contributions are welcome 
although a stamped envelope should 
be included for a response to unsolic-
ited material. Submission by email is 
preferred.  
Unsigned articles are by the Editor. 
The opinions expressed in signed arti-
cles are those of the authors not nec-

essarily of the editor or the PCEA.  
 

Editor: 
Rev. Ray Murray, 
33 Tallowood Street, 
South Grafton, 
NSW, 2460. 
Tel/Fax 02 6643 4272. 
Email: raymurray @ aapt.net.au. 
 

Subscriptions [11 Issues per year] 
Within Australia, $25 [Bulk  $20] 
Overseas : Aud $40  Airmail. 
 

Direct Credit: 
Westpac 032-587  75 0105 
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INTERACTION….. 

“JOBS FOR THE BOYS - AND GIRLS” 

At the close of 2006 the balances of the 
main Working Funds of the church 
Synod were: 
 

$ 183 Missions (General Funds) 
$ 89,268 Missions (DA Anderson Be-
quest) 
$504,094 Missions (Relief Fund – M 
McSwan Bequest) 
 

$ Nil Missions (TI Leggott Stipend Sup-
port) 
 

$ 59,084 Stipend Relief (DA Anderson 
Bequest) 
$ Nil Overdrawn - Stipend Relief  
 

$ 85,754 Training of Ministry 
$ 10,641 Youth & Fellowship 
$ 76,413 Synod General Funds (net) 
 

There were two working accounts over-
drawn as at 31/12/06, Missions -         

TI Leggott Stipend Support ($29,261) 
and Stipend Relief ($24,114). The 
shortfall in Missions - TI Leggott Sti-
pend Support was cleared from Mis-
sions General Funds ($14,761) and DA 
Anderson Missions Bequest ($14,500). 
A shortfall of $24,114 in Stipend Relief 
was cleared from the Anderson Be-
quest for Stipend relief. 
 

Givings by congregations/individuals 
continue to be insufficient to fill the on-
going needs of the two abovementioned 
funds which, for the time being, rely on 
bequests to meet their commitments. 
Our thanks be to God for this provision. 
 

Filling our needs? “Let him that is 
taught in the word communicate unto 
him that teacheth in all good things.“ 
Galatians 6:6   
- Alex Steel - General Treasurer. 

A 200th  Anniversary. The Abolition of the 
Slave Trade Bill became Law on the 25th 
March, 1807.  


