
WHAT IS A PROFANITY? 

Dr. Robert Eagleson 

Because of who he is and what he has done for us, the names of our Lord and Sav-
iour are treasured and precious to us. It is distressing when others do not trust in him 
and when along with their rejection of him they desecrate the holy names of the Lord 
of all. God, Jesus, Jesus Christ and Christ are hurled about carelessly, irreverently 
and coarsely in exclamations of abuse, anger, annoyance, surprise and astonish-
ment. There is no thought given for the honour of our triune God, no regard for his 
position as our Lord and Creator, no acknowledgement of his role as our Saviour, no 
invocation of his names for a solemn and pure purpose. While these misuses of the 
divine names have been continually with us, in the past they have been largely lim-
ited to informal conversations. Today they find their way into novels, plays, radio, 
television, and even interviews and informal talks. They filch from God the honour 
and glory due to him. Rather than singing his praises to the nations, they cast his 
name down into filth. 

In a similar vein is the use of hell and heavens (above) in exclamations of annoyance 
and frustration. Their use reveals an indifference to the true spiritual import of the 
words and their constant repetition blunts our sensitivity to the horror of hell and the 
beauty of heaven 

Concealed or minced oaths 

In earlier centuries people could be fined if they were heard uttering profanities like 
these. But instead of abandoning these impious practices, people, with the typical 
perverseness of human beings, merely set their skills to contriving concealed or hid-
den versions of the divine names to circumvent laws and prohibitions. We were en-
dowed with the stupendous gift of language and what we do is distort it to obsceni-
ties. And so developed: 

      gosh, golly, (and more remotely) for heaven’s sake  for God 
             cripes, jeepers, gee, gee-whiz,  jees  for Jesus and Christ. 
Similar claims have been made for crikey that it originated as a concealed and 
euphemistic form of ‘Christ’, although this is not so certain as the Oxford English Dic-
tionary can record only that ‘it was perhaps one of the alliterative or assonant substi-
tutes for sacred names’. 

In the same category we can include: 

      heck for hell 
             darn for damn.  

These evasions or euphemisms have often been called “minced” oaths, that is, oaths 
in a milder or more polite form (from mince ‘express oneself politely or delicately, 
moderate one’s words’). Despite their objective in trying to make our speech less of-
fensive, to an extent minced oaths are even more reprehensible than the open form 
of the profanities: there is a certain hypocrisy about them, a simpering dodging of 
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truth. They are wolves in sheep’s clothing. 

However, we must exercise caution and be rigorously 
fair in this matter. With the passing of time many in the 
community are no longer aware of the histories or sup-
posed histories of some of these minced oaths, just as 
they have forgotten – or never knew – the background 
of other words, for example breakfast, happy, Thurs-
day. Words do change in their meanings and connota-
tions even in the lifetime of a person. Think for exam-
ple of what has happened to gay! Consequently the 
use today by some people of what were originally 
minced oaths can only be registered as neutral excla-
mations of surprise or amazement, and the terms in 
their practice take their place alongside other inoffen-
sive and acceptable items such as wow, amazing, 
(good) shot.  

What’s the problem with them? 

Or problems! 

Obviously, using sacred names in profane oaths dis-
honours and demeans God. It is taking the Lord’s 
name in vain: a breach of the second commandment. 

But the utterance of the oath itself – especially an oath 
that expresses anger with someone else or annoyance 
at the failure of equipment, etc – com-
pounds the sin. There is a degree of 
self-pitying: a selfish cry of “Why is 
this happening to me? I don’t deserve 
such trials.” The oath intimates a re-
fusal to acknowledge sin and our role 
in causing the upheaval and disarray 
in the world today. God made the 
world “very good” (Genesis 1:31). 
That it lost its pristine state came 
about because we sought to depose 
God, to be gods ourselves. As a result 
God decreed in his holy wisdom: 
“Cursed is the ground because of you; 
through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your 
life. …It will produce thorns and thistles for 
you.” (Genesis 3:17-18). When things go wrong in day-
to-day affairs, rather than being outraged we might 
humbly reflect on our role in the disarray. It is time to 
recall our sins and to praise God for his forgiveness 
and the salvation he has provided for us in Christ. That 
we curse and swear shows the need for reminders 
from God. 

Profanities are also a misuse of language. They do not 
add real meaning; they only allow us to rant and rave. 
They certainly do not edify. Yet God wants us to use 
words to enlighten, lift up, comfort and strengthen. Our 
language, just as our thoughts, is to be true, noble and 
pure. 

Continued use of profanities can lead us in the end to 
thinking lightly of God. If we scatter the divine names 
around loosely and without care, can we say that we 
love God, that we hold him in reverence and awe? 

Today there is a special sadness about profanities. So 
many who use God and Christ in all kinds of exclama-
tions do not acknowledge the Lord at all. They reject 
God and despise him. Some would even be hard put to 

say who Jesus really was. The Lord of glory has been 
reduced to an empty oath. How Satan has blinded the 
minds of people! How tragic is their situation, how com-
prehensive is their bondage to sin! What an irony that 
in the very act of uttering God’s name they are display-
ing contempt for him.  

Where do we fit in? 

If we are Christians devoted to our Lord, we can only 
be dismayed that members in our community are dis-
counting him so crassly. And we can only feel dis-
tressed at their spiritual condition. But we must also 
ask ourselves how far we have contributed to their 
darkness. Has our witness to the Gospel been so clear 
and winsome to help and enlighten them? Do our 
words and lives cause them to pause - and then to 
think of their Creator and Saviour? Could God require 
their blood at our hands? 

We need to be on guard as well about our own lan-
guage practice. We hear so often these open and con-
cealed profanities that our speech can become con-
taminated with them. We start adopting these expres-
sions unconsciously and end up giving way to oaths 
unnecessarily. The atmosphere around us can be in-
sidious and demands great alertness on our part. We 

do well to follow the instruction of our 
Lord and let our ‘yes’ be ‘yes’ and our 
‘no’, ‘no’ (Matthew 5:37).  

An opportunity for witness 

By the same token profanities on the 
lips of others do give us opportunities 
to witness to our Lord. The matter 
needs to be handled prudently and 
sensitively. A direct accusation against 
a person of the sin of profanity may not 
be the reasonable and wise approach. 
But a polite request that they should 
not misuse God’s names in our pres-

ence, coupled with an appropriate explanation of what 
Christ has done for us and hence why his name is pre-
cious, may come as a surprise to some. They may 
have never had anyone speak to them lovingly of 
Christ or know of his saving work. They may be led im-
mediately to seek further information, or later on return 
to take up the subject with us of who he is. 

This is not to diminish, play down or disregard the seri-
ousness of profanity in God’s sight. But today many 
have to hear and learn about our Lord and Saviour – 
and even his existence – first before they can appreci-
ate that profanities are wrong. Faith comes by hearing; 
and good speech comes through believing.  

And always we need to be striving to keep a close con-
trol over our own behaviour and language practices. 
Our speech and conduct must bring glory to our Lord 
and testify to what he has done for us and is doing in 
us.    

Dr. Robert Eagleson for many years was a Profes-
sor of English at the University of Sydney. He is 
now one of the foremost Plain English Consultants 
in Australia, and overseas. We are grateful for this 
contribution to The Presbyterian Banner. � 

November 2006 Page 2 

 

“Profanities are ... a 
misuse of language. 
They do not add real 

meaning; they only al-
low us to rant and 

rave. They certainly 
do not edify.” 



THE DROUGHT. 
The Media and the Politicians have dis-
covered there’s a drought raging across 
most of New South Wales. And the me-
dia, as always, seeks to exploit it for it’s 
own ends, encouraging politicians to criti-
cise each other, and others to criticise 
the government for its neglect of the 
farmers. This especially applies at the 
moment after the Government’s an-
nouncement of its package to help strug-
gling farmers. Everyone seems to have 
some solution to the problem— from ex-
tending the Aid package, to diverting riv-
ers, and buying out the marginal farmers. 
I daresay that in a few weeks the farmers 
and the drought will be forgotten, the im-
ages of dying cattle, and suffering lambs 
will disappear from our TV screens, and 
we’ll go back to our comfortable lifestyle 
and high meat prices. Very little will have 
been achieved. 
 

And very little will have been achieved 
because there’s only one solution to the 
drought— rain—and over that man has 
no control whatsoever. And this serves to 
highlight the one thing that’s conspicu-
ously absent in the proposed solutions— 
our return to God. It’s often said that 
farmers are more disposed to believe in 
God because they are more dependent 
on those things that only God can give. 
But faithlessness is also found down on 
the farm these days as well. Godly rural 
communities have been replaced by god-
less ones. No one humbles themselves 
before God anymore. It’s quite common 
nowadays to see paddocks being worked 
on the Lord’s Day— something quite un-
common years ago. They had droughts 
then, too. But they also had a faith that 
saw them seeking and trusting God. 
 

We ought to ponder the drought, and 
what God says to his people during the 
drought in the days of Jeremiah. 
“Judah mourns, her cities languish; they 
wail for the land, and a cry goes up from 
Jerusalem. The nobles send their ser-
vants for water; they go to the cisterns 
but find no water. They return with their 
jars unfilled; dismayed and despairing, 
they cover their heads. The ground is 
cracked because there is no rain in the 
land; the farmers are dismayed and 
cover their heads. Even the doe in the 
field deserts her newborn fawn because 
there is no grass.  Wild donkeys stand on 
the barren heights and pant like jackals; 
their eyesight fails for lack of pasture.”  
Although our sins testify against us, O 
Lord, do something for the sake of your 
name. For our backsliding is great; we 
have sinned against you.”  
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BLOGGING ABOUT……. 
BUNYAH - R.I.P. 

At it’s meeting on the 10th October, the Central Presbytery gave permis-
sion to the Manning River Congregation to sell the Bunyah Church. De-
cline in the number attending the Church, and Council sanitary regula-
tions, led to the decision to apply to the Presbytery for its sale. No doubt 
the land will soon be sold, and the Church itself pulled down or turned into 
a shed.  
 

For most in the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia the event will go 
largely unnoticed, and unmourned. After all, it’s not like St. Georges, or 
Wauchope, or other  “important” Churches! It’s just a small country church 
that’s passed it’s use by date. Some will even be saying, “Where on earth 
is Bunyah?” The good news is that even Google Earth can find Bunyah 
for you— near Taree, and 12 kms off the Pacific Highway just south of 
Nabiac, and just north of Bulahdelah. It boasts three street lights, a Hall, a 
Tennis Court, and up till now a PCEA Church. And today, if it’s known for 
anything, it’s probably known as the birthplace and residence of the fa-
mous Australian poet, Les Murray.   
 

As the Church disappears into oblivion, it’s fitting that some kind of tribute 
be given to it, and the best I can think of is to reproduce some of the re-
port of it’s opening some 47 years ago. The report comes from Our Ban-
ner of August 1959. 

“In perfect climatic conditions on Saturday, 11th July,  1959, at 11.15 
a.m., the Congregation and friends met for the official opening of the Bun-
yah church. At the door of the church the minister led in prayer and the 
congregation sang Psalm 100. The pastor then handed the key of the 
church to Mrs. Jane Murray and called upon her to open the door. 
 

About 140 filled the building and those who were unable to enter had the 
benefit of a microphone which a friend had provided. In the pulpit were 
the Rev. Dr. J. C. Andrews, Rev. S. N. Ramsay and the pastor. The ser-
vice opened with prayer led by Rev. S. N. Ramsay, followed by praise. 
 

Words of welcome, especially to the visitors, were spoken by Rev. M. C. 
Ramsay, who commended the Bunyah people for their liberality and fine 
spirit of co-operation which enabled them to erect the building free of 
debt. Expressing pleasure that they had with them that day Dr. J. C. An-
drews and Rev. S. N. Ramsay, the pastor called upon Dr. Andrews to 
conduct the service. The whole service was very instructive and uplifting, 
and the address was particularly appropriate. When the service ended 
the congregation went to the Public Hall, where the Bunyah friends      



provided luncheon for all. After lunch the pastor expressed the hope that 
the splendid co-operative spirit manifested by the congregation would con-
tinue, in that each would seek to help the other spiritually. 
 

Messages of congratulation and expressive of best wishes were received 
from Rev. J. A. Harman, Rev. A. D. McIntosh, Mr. John Stafford and Mr. J. 
J. McInnes, elder, who was unavoidably absent. Messages from Rev. J. A. 
Webster and Dr. Helen Ramsay did not arrive in time, but later were con-
veyed to the congregation. 
 

The chairman paid a special tribute to Mrs. Murray ["Aunt Jane"], widow of 
the late Mr. James Murray, who gifted the site. The builders; Messrs. J. 
Milligan and C. Tagg, were commended for their good work. Gratitude was 
also expressed for the kindness of Mr. Cecil Ramsay, of Lismore, in going 
to considerable trouble in ordering the church seats and arranging for their 
transport……. 
 

Councillor Lavinia Murray, who in her official and private capacities had for-
warded the work, speaking on behalf of the congregation, paid a stirring 
tribute to the early pioneers of Bunyah, and said that the building opened 
that day was, to a large extent, the result of their faith, and it would stand 
as a reminder to successive generations of the faith and enterprise of the 
present generation. Mrs. Murray also took occasion to exhort the young 
people to attend regularly the church services…….. 
 

Mr. Robert Allen, elder, St. George's congregation, spoke of  the pleasure 
afforded him that day and urged the young people to take an active part in 
the youth organisations of their church. Mr. J. M. Milligan, building contrac-
tor, acknowledged the thanks of the congregation to Mr. Tagg and himself, 
and said that they had much pleasure in erecting the building. 
 

Mr. R. S. S. McKay proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the Bunyah ladies 
for their wonderful hospitality. This was seconded by Mr. Rex Webber and 
responded to by Mrs. Len Carey, who in a bright speech expressed grati-
tude for all which had been achieved. The functions of the day concluded 
with the singing of Psalm 121 and the benediction…” 
 
It’s sad that the hopes and expectations of that day have now come to an 
end. And the question arises, did it all have to end this way? The answer is 
yes - and perhaps no! Yes, it had to end this way because if people will not 
support the Church, they will lose the Church. And that applies not only to 
Bunyah but to any Church. It’s no use lamenting about the demise of the 
Church if we haven’t supported the Church. God is not mocked. But in an-
other sense perhaps the answer is no. Recently, I saw the record of all 
who contributed towards the erection of the Church - debt free. It had 
broad community support—even from those who didn’t belong to the 
PCEA. Perhaps if that same community had been given the option, it might 
have risen again to the occasion, and provided the wherewithal for its con-
tinuance. Perhaps -  but we’ll never know. 

MUSLIMS INFLUENCE BURIALS  
A new, $4.7 million cemetery in Not-
tingham is the first public graveyard in 
the UK to have all its burial plots 
aligned with Mecca. All faiths will be 
interred in the Muslim tradition. 
 

Apparently, all headstones at the 40-
acre burial site will face northeast, 
“enabling the dead to look over their 
shoulder toward Mecca, the manner 
prescribed for followers of Islam in 
the UK.”  
Church leaders have objected to the 
decision, saying that the imposition of 
the Muslim model on Christians is 
discriminatory. [WorldNetDaily.com] 
 

RELIGION A MUST IN RUSSIA 
The Orthodox Christian religion is be-
ing made a mandatory school subject 
in four of Russia's regions, as sup-
porters claim that it will help protect 
traditional spiritual values in the coun-
try. Pupils in the Belgorod, Bryansk, 
Kaluga and Smolensk regions will be 
taught the basics of Orthodox Christi-
anity. It will also be included as an 
optional subject in the school curricu-
lum in 11 other regions across the 
country. [SermonAudio Newsletter] 
 

GAY MINISTERS BANNED IN NZ 
New Zealand's Presbyterian General 
Assembly voted to ban homosexual 
and unmarried people living with lov-
ers from becoming ministers or elders 
of the church. Approximately 500 
delegates meeting in Auckland sup-
ported the ban, with a majority of 65 
percent voting for it, Radio New Zea-
land reported. 
 

But the ruling is not retroactive, and 
the Reverend Margaret Mayman, 
minister at Wellington's St. Andrews 
on the Terrace, who was appointed in 
2001 after declaring herself a lesbian, 
said that seven openly gay ministers 
who have already been ordained and 
many such elders would probably re-
main. [RSW] 
 

EVOLUTION - “LIES” 
Poland's deputy education minister 
wants the evolutionary theories of 
Charles Darwin banned from Polish 
schools.  
 

He [Miroslaw Orzechowsk]said:  “The 
theory of evolution is a lie, an error 
that we have legalised as a common 
truth." [SermonAudio—Newsletter] 

WORLD WATCH 
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Jesus says: “These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true wit-
ness, the ruler of God’s creation. I know your deeds, that you are neither 
cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you 
are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my 
mouth. You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a 
thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind 
and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you 
can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your 
shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 
Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. 
Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.”  
Revelation 3:14-20.  



2 CORINTHIANS 4 
What is the greatest challenge facing Christians 
(particularly Christian ministers) today?  Is it the threat 
of militant Islam? Is it New Age philosophy? Is it secu-
larism?  It’s most likely to be discouragement!  Most of 
us pass through times when we are tempted to quit, 
tempted to feel that our work is no longer worthwhile. I 
have resigned a number of times over the years – but 
thankfully the thought was fleeting. Discouragement is 
one of Satan’s most effective tools. He is the master of 
depressing propaganda. He loves to discourage 
churches and pastors. He too often succeeds. 
 

John Benton recounts an occasion when speaking with 
the pastor of a small congregation who was nearing re-
tirement. The pastor was greatly encouraged by a 
young man in the congregation who was godly, gifted 
and a fine preacher. He asked the young man what his 
thoughts were for the future: “Any pos-
sibility of entering the ministry?” The 
young man’s reply was blunt and star-
tling: “A life of poverty and continual 
battle with depression is not for me!”  
What a damning indictment on church 
and ministry. Discouragement not only 
robs us of the joy of ministry in the pre-
sent but is also a potential robber of fu-
ture church leaders. This robber must 
be put in his box. He must not be al-
lowed to plunder. 
 

Twice in this chapter Paul explains that 
he doesn’t give in to such discourage-
ment.  “We do not lose heart.” [verses 1 and 16]. If 
ever a man had reason to lose heart it was Paul. He 
was the victim of many scurrilous accusations, accused 
of deceitful behaviour, criticised for manipulating the 
message of God [vs. 2]. I’m not saying Paul was unaf-
fected by such vitriol. He wouldn’t be human if he was-
n’t. There are many reasons why we might be discour-
aged. It may be a prominent family in the church that 
resents the gospel or resists change.  It may be elders 
or deacons who fail to do their work. It may be apathy in 
the congregation. It may be the miserable attendance at 
the prayer meeting or evening service. It may be misun-
derstanding. It may be criticism of the preaching. It may 
be any number of things. These things affect us – we’re 
only human.   
 

But if Paul were alive today and counselling us he 
would say exactly the same thing to us as he wrote; “we 
do not lose heart.” [Someone has said, “being right has 
certain advantages – it means you don’t have to change 
your mind!”].  Paul gets it right here in 2 Corinthians – it 
doesn’t need changed or updated.  Paul focuses our 
minds on the positives – the assets we have. When we 
look at what we have in our credit account we too can 
say with Paul, “we do not lose heart”.  What then are 
the reasons for not losing heart? 

1. The Mercy of God [vs.1]. 
He had no reason to lose heart, for God in his mercy 
had granted him a privilege exceeding even that of 
Moses. Moses had “that” ministry (ie.of communicating 
the law), but Paul has “this” ministry (ie. of communicat-
ing grace). This message of the new covenant is glori-
ous. It’s a message of life, hope forgiveness and free-
dom. There’s nothing to compare to it. The late Dr. Mar-
tyn Lloyd Jones gave up a promising career in medicine 
to become a preacher. Some commended him for mak-
ing such a big sacrifice. He considered it no sacrifice. 
He said we have sometimes to give up that which is 
good for that which is best. Besides, healing the soul is 
more important than healing the body. Being entrusted 
with “this” ministry is a mercy from God.” “Therefore 
do not lose heart.” 
 

2. The Heart of the Gospel [vs. 5]. 
 “”For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus the 
Lord.”    This is at the heart of the Christian message. 
This is what should encourage and give confidence to 
any preacher. We are not presenting our own ideas or 
opinions.  We are not parading ourselves. We are pre-
senting saving, absolute truth. It doesn’t matter how we 

feel – whether up or down. The 
truth remains the same. It doesn’t 
alter the fact that Jesus Christ is 
Lord. To preach Christ as Lord is 
to preach Him as crucified, risen 
and reigning.  Of course it will not 
make us popular.  We are going to 
be labelled intolerant and narrow 
minded. We are living in a post-
modern world. There is, it is be-
lieved, no such thing as revealed 
truth. There are no absolutes. It is 
not possible to know if anything is 
real. The only way to live is by 

sensations and experiencing whatever takes your fancy. 
Postmodernism is like a kite which is being blown away.  
It will pass.  But the Gospel remains unchanged, un-
changing and unchangeable and continues to transform 
people’s lives. Hold fast to the truth as it is in Jesus, re-
vealed as He is in all the Scriptures. “Therefore do not 
lose heart”. 
 

3. The Light of the Gospel [vs. 6]. 
 

“It is God who commanded light to shine out of dark-
ness, who has shone in our hearts…” Paul is clearly al-
luding to Genesis 1 – the story of creation, and Acts 9 – 
his conversion on the road to Damascus.  It was God 
who spoke and there was light. Paul can’t get away 
from the fact of the mighty power of God in creation or 
from his own experience of conversion. He had an en-
counter with the risen Christ in the blinding light. “God, 
by His grace, revealed His Son in me” [Gal. 1:16]. After 
that, Paul was a new creation [2 Cor. 5:17]. He was now 
focused on the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ. He will not be distracted 
by criticism, discouraged by Satanic oppression, nor by 
the culture which is going in the opposite direction. 
Once we focus on the opposition we lose heart. Let’s be 
guided by what we know to be true in our heads and in 
our experience. Follow the Light, that way “we do not 

MINISTRY MATTERS! 
The Rev. George Ball continues his 

encouraging articles on 2 Corinthians. 

“Postmodernism is like a 
kite which is being blown 
away. It will pass. But the 

Gospel remains un-
changed, unchanging and 
unchangeable and contin-
ues to transform people’s 

lives” 
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[continued from p7]  the Apostle Peter wrote, "He car-
ried our sins in His own body on the tree" (1 Peter 2: 
24). There He suffered without mercy. There was no miti-
gation of the penalty. What great love this evinced! We 
cannot attach too much importance to his death, for it 
resulted in eternal glory being rendered to God, and 
everlasting mercy being extended to His people. Elimi-
nate the substitutionary death of Christ, and the Chris-
tian religion is a building without a foundation. 
 

Christ Jesus drank the cup of wrath in order that all 
who put their trust in Him should drink the cup of salva-
tion. By His death He despoiled Satan and achieved 
eternal redemption for us. They who hold that Christ 
suffered simply to furnish an example of self-sacrifice, 
woefully misunderstand the Scriptures, are yet in their 
sins, and utterly fail to account satisfactorily for that 
which transpired in Gethsemane and on Calvary. 

The burden of the scornful remarks of Christ's ene-
mies, as He was hanging on the cross, was that He 
should come down from the cross, and thus demon-
strate that He was the Son of God. They thought 
they spoke wisely but it was foolishness. Had He de-
scended from the cross He would have demonstrated 
that He was not the Son of God; for it had been 
clearly and repeatedly stated in the Old Testament 
Scriptures that the Messiah, as the sin-bearer, was to 
pour out His soul unto death. 
 

How thankful  should we be that the God - Man carried 
out His great and gracious purpose! As He died, He 
cried, "It is finished". His sufferings were finished, and 
the stupendous task of securing pardon, peace and ev-
erlasting blessedness for all His people was likewise 
"finished".  .� 

lose heart”. 
 

4. The Fight for the Gospel [vs. 3, 4]. 
Paul injects here a note of realism. Why is the gospel 
message not having more “success” than it is having? 
Why is it that not everyone believes? Is there some de-
fect in the message? Is it because of some lack of clar-
ity in the preacher’s presentation? No. We must remem-
ber that we are in a battle. We live in a fallen world that 
is at odds with its Maker. We live in a world where sin 
has marred everything. This age has made Satan its 
god. Therefore, Christian, don’t be naïve! We should 
expect to have to battle with discouragement.  We are 
not promised a rose garden.  When John Wesley was 
being examined for holy orders he was asked by the 
bishop’s chaplain, Thomas Hayward, “Do you know 
what you are about? You are bidding defiance to all 
mankind. He that would live a Christian priest ought to 
know that, whether his hand be against every man or 
no, he must expect that every man’s hand should be 
against him.”  You are going to be exposed to the rough 
edge of life – expect it. “Therefore we do not lose heart.” 
 

5. The Paradox of the Gospel [vs.7-12]. 
“We have this treasure in earthen vessels…” What an 
irony. Normally when we have something very expen-
sive we make sure it is secure, under lock and key and 
insured. When we leave our homes we lock them up 
and perhaps turn on the security system to ensure that 
our valuables are safe. Yet the Lord has done some-
thing very surprising. He has deposited something very 
valuable – the Gospel -in clay pots; in flowerpots; in hu-
man bodies. Bodies which are vulnerable and fragile; 
easily broken and destroyed. I am, infers Paul, like ordi-
nary brown paper in which the precious Gospel is 
wrapped. I am like the common plastic bag that con-
tains precious contents. That is what the Lord’s mes-

sengers are like - mere containers who are weak, fragile 
and easily damaged. Not the container we might have 
chosen. We would choose someone with the body of an 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, the tongue of a Martin Luther 
King, the presence of a Winston Churchill, the intellect 
of an Albert Einstein. Instead, God chooses clay pots. 
That’s what we are.  Paul describes his nervousness as 
he approached Corinth.  “I came in weakness and fear 
and much trembling…my message and my preaching 
were not with wise and persuasive words etc.” (1 Cor.2: 
3,4). In fact, Paul was glad of his weakness because if 
people were converted to Christ it was clearly the result 
of the power of God, “that the excellence of the power 
may be of God and not of us.” 
 

This is what we need to recover today; not more power 
(which is the popular craving) but weakness! Weakness 
is the best way to discover the power of God. This way 
we can see the benefit of being mere clay pots. This is 
the paradox of the Gospel. “Therefore we do not lose 
heart.” 
 

Paul concludes [vs. 13-15] that he will stick at the task 
of proclaiming the message and not lose heart. He 
looks back in vs. 13, drawing inspiration from Psalm 
116:10. He resolves to continue in the same faith as the 
psalmist who was also delivered from trouble and sor-
row. He takes a look forward to the resurrection day in 
vs. 14 and considers the joy of knowing that because of 
his labours some souls from Corinth will be in Imman-
uel’s land.  He considers his present trials, which he en-
dures for the benefit of the Corinthians. Isn’t it true that 
we can put up with a great deal, if we know the end re-
sult is for our benefit, the benefit of others and ultimately 
the glory of God. “Therefore we do not lose heart.”  
 

Put discouragement in its box.  � 
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“There is no circumstance in which we may be placed, no condition in which we may be involved, no 
lack, or danger, or impossibility, draping our path with lowering clouds of dark despair, but the soul may 
yet fix its hope in God. How sweet and assuring is the hope of a child in a parent's love, care, and pro-
tection! Such a Father is ours! We may hope in his forgiveness, to cancel our greatest sins; in his wis-
dom, to guide our most intricate perplexity; in his power, to raise us up from the lowest depth; in 
his love, to soothe our profoundest grief; in his resources, to supply our every need; and in his faithful-
ness, to make good the word of promise upon which he has caused our souls to hope.”  
 -  Octavius Winslow, Soul Depths Soul Heights, pp 98-99 [See Review, p13] 



Divine Redemption 
- The Late Rev. M.C.Ramsay. 
Man was made in the spiritual moral image of God and, as 
such, had the law of  God written on his heart. Man 
sinned, with the result that his nature was marred, and 
the image of God defaced. Man, in his ruined state, was 
still responsible to God from Whom he had turned. 
 

Later God gave, at Mount Sinai, to the Israelites the 
Law and through them He gave it to the world. Much confu-
sion exists today concerning God's purpose in giving that 
Law, and the nature of that Law. The Divine Law was 
based on the holiness of God, and therefore reflected 
it. Consequently it was a perfectly holy law. Also it was 
appointed for man's good; but it did not bring to man 
spiritual deliverance. In presenting to man a perfect stan-
dard of holiness, it brought into clearer relief man's sinful-
ness and his inability to fulfil the divine requirements. In 
other words, it showed man that he could never become 
his own Saviour by his own deeds, and it emphasises 
human sinfulness. The Apostle Paul stated, "by the law 
is the knowledge of sin " [Rom. 3: 20].  
 

Also the same Apostle declared that 
another purpose of God in giving the 
Law was that “sin might become ex-
ceedingly sinful" [Rom. 7: 13]. Also the 
Law proclaimed the Divine judgement, 
curse, penalty, or punishment, upon 
everyone who failed at any moment, or 
in any measure, in obeying that per-
fect law: "Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the 
words this law to do them" [Deut. 27:26], and "Cursed is 
everyone who continueth not in all things which are writ-
ten in the book of the law to do them" [Gal. 3:10]. 
 

Thus the Law revealed to man his need of a deliverer, 
seeing that every man is under condemnation because of 
his failure to keep the Law. So we see that the Law 
was given for man's good, and it is still being used by 
the Holy Spirit to convince people of their inability to 
save themselves, and convince them of their need of the 
Divine Redeemer. 
 

The  Ten Commandments are a Divinely given summary of 
the moral teaching proclaimed at Mount Sinai. Everyone of 
the Ten Commandments is morally binding on every human 
being, e.g., the command to keep holy the Sabbath Day 
is as obligatory as the command not to commit murder. 
The Law has not been abrogated, but retains its validity, 
and furnishes guidance as to how man should order his 
life. 
 

The Lord Jesus 
The Lord Jesus was the only one on earth who rendered 
full obedience to the Law. This He did in accomplishing 
His great and glorious work of redeeming His people from 
the awful penalty set forth in the Law. The life of 
Christ was unique, in that it was perfect. Among people 
whose lives were characterised by sins, infirmities and 
short-comings, He lived an absolutely full, sinless and 
perfect life. 

Every thought of His was right and good, and had the full 
approval of the Father. Every word He uttered was true, 
was spoken at the right moment, and in the right setting. 
Consequently every word of His is a golden word, and 
should be received reverently as such. Repeatedly the 
Lord Jesus declared that the words He spoke were the 
words of the Father. Also God the Father showed His 
approval and endorsement by declaring, "This is My be-
loved Son; hear Him" [Mark 9: 7]. The Father would 
not have called upon men to hear or heed Christ's 
words, had there been in them any admixture of error. 
Speaking to the Father, as recorded in John 17: 8, 14, the 
Lord Jesus said, "I have given unto them the words 
which Thou gavest Me.  I have given them Thy word". 
 
Every act and work of Christ was likewise perfect. He 
alone on earth did perfectly the will of the Father, "I 
have finished [Literally “I have done in a perfect man-
ner and measure'”]  the work which Thou gavest me to 
do." [John 17: 4]. 
 

The death of Christ stands in unique relationship to His 
life; for the greatest work He came to do was to die. Oth-
ers close their lives of usefulness with death. 

Their objective is to live, not to die. 
In the case of the Lord Jesus, His 
great purpose was to die. Christ's 
death marked the completion of the 
great work He came to do. Had He 
not died, His mission would have 
been a failure. 
 

All the Gospel writers give many par-
ticulars concerning His death. Their 
accounts completely harmonise. 

Christ's death was for sin. In the words of the Apostle 
Paul, "Christ died for our sins according to the Scrip-
tures". As sin-bearer He endured the wrath or judgement of 
God against the sins of His people. Thus His death was 
substitutionary, and pardon is always and everywhere 
based on Christ's sufferings for sin. 
 

Very much of the Old Testament is history pre-written, 
and it contains almost innumerable statements prophetic of 
His death. Thus Christ Himself is the key to the Old 
Testament. All that Christ experienced was predeter-
mined by God, who moved the prophets to record un-
erringly that which He had planned. 
 

It is recorded in the Scriptures that on the evening prior 
to His death, Christ "began to be sorrowful and very 
heavy". His disciples could not enter into His sorrow, for 
at that time they knew not its cause. If they had heard 
His prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane, they would 
not have known what was "the cup" to which He alluded. 
 
But what was that cup? It was the cup filled with the just 
judgement of God against the sins of His people. The 
sinless Son of God had come to drink the awful contents 
of that cup, to suffer to the full, in His Own holy Person, 
the terrible but righteous penalty of sin. This necessitated 
the transference to Him of all the sins of His people, as 
Isaiah had declared prophetically hundreds of years 
earlier, "The Lord hath laid on Him [literally “made to 
meet on Him”] the iniquity of us all". Thus in the fullest 
and most literal sense, He became the sin-bearer; for as 

ARCHIVAL…. 
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Camp Pappinbarra 2006 

What We Did ……. 
Saturday of the long weekend dawned fine, everyone made the pick-up areas on time, the luggage and food 

fitted in and the group set out for camp. This was the biggest number to attend from Taree and Tinonee 

Kids Clubs – 42 various ages, 14 adults and 13 from the Exodus group in Newcastle.  A number of cars and 2 x 

22 seat community buses conveyed the people to the camp, all arriving safely. 
 

The attendance this year was female dominant, in fact, almost double the number of boys, which meant the 

girls occupied the dormitories and tents were erected for the guys. This made a little more work but every-

thing came together well and everyone had an enjoyable time. 

 

The studies were led by the Exodus members, delivering the subjects clearly and in simple format. Discus-

sions centered on “Love”, “God’s Love”, “Our Love to God” and “Our Love to each other”.  It was good to have 

a number of young people with us this year, who where there for the first time - it was the first time that 

they would be taught the scriptures and involved in church related activities. 

 

As usual at Pappinbarra camp there were encounters with nature, the visits of the Monitor Lizards, the occa-

sional leech, a stinging nettle or two - all combined to keep life interesting. An enjoyable bushwalk, organized 

games and good fellowship combined to make the camp most enjoyable.  A Big thank you to all who helped run 

the camp and especially those who seem to be always looking after the food.  We thank God for excellent 

weather – for safety in travel and pray for His blessing upon the messages over the weekend. 



Caption describing pic-
ture or graphic. 

      he should pursue the Amalekites? 

7.   How much of the spoil did David recover from  

      the Amalekites?  (2 verses) 

8.   What was David’s answer when the wicked men 

       would not give any of the spoil to the two  

      hundred men left at the brook Besor? [2 verses] 
 
 

JUNIOR 
MARK chapter 14 

1   What did Jesus say when some were angry with  

     the woman who had anointed him? [2 verses only] 

2.  What were Jesus’ words when he gave the bread 

     and then the cup to his disciples?  [2 separate  

     verses] 

3.  What was Jesus’ prayer to his Father in the  

     garden of Gethsemane? 

4.  How did Jesus answer when the high priest asked 

    him if he was the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? 

SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE 

Intermediate omit questions 4 and 8 

1 SAMUEL— Chapter 28 
1.    What did Saul say to his servants, when the Lord 

      answered him not, neither by dreams nor by Urim 

      nor by prophets? 

2.  What did the woman of En-dor do when she saw 

     Samuel? 

3.  What did Samuel tell Saul would happen on the 

      next day? 

Chapter 29 

4.  Why did the princes of the Philistines ask that  

     David  be sent home and not go to battle with  

     them?  [2 verses]. 

Chapter 30 

5.  What did David find had happened to Ziklag when 

     he returned? [2 verses] 

6.  What was the Lord’s answer when David asked if 

SEARCH WORK - NOVEMBER, 2006 

SSEARCHEARCH W WORKORK TO:   TO:  MRS I. STEEL.,  PO Box 193, EPPING  1710.  E-mail: iesteel@gmail.com 
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CAMP CAL - 2006  

Date  
15th -17th December 2006  

Venue  
The Pioneer Centre, Mount Tam-

borine,  

Speaker  
Les Percy  

Topic  
Hebrews. Les will also speak on the 

work of M.E.R.F.  

Prices  
Adults, tertiary and secondary   

   students: $35.00 
Primary students: $22.00 
Pre-school children: $7.00 

Children under three years: Free 
Family Rate:  $90.00 

Further info [or brochure] 
from:  Stewart Carswell  

         Phone:  07-3397 1138  
email: Stewart_Carswell@health.qld.

At the beginning of this month, I had the privilege of going to my 

first Camp Pappinbarra. It was really great. The kids were really 

keen to learn about God’s love and had hundreds of great ques-

tions. The leaders from the Exodus Group were a terrific group of 

people who just loved the kids and helped them with any questions 

they needed answered, they also accepted me straight away and 

made me feel welcome. 
 

The other very important thing, of course, was the food. The 

“helpers” made really yummy food and there was always plenty of 

it! So another HUGE thank you to all of the wonderful helpers. 
 

I had an excellent time at Camp Pappinbarra 2006 and I would 

definitely consider coming again. Thanks to all those involved in 

getting this camp up and running, we all loved it! 

Thank you,   Christie Longworth. 

Christie’s View ... 

NARREWARREN HOLIDAY BIBLE CLUB 
The annual Kids’ Holiday Bible Club was held from Monday to 
Wednesday 25 – 27th September. An average of 30 children attended 
each day.  We were blessed with suitable weather and safety in all 
the activities. Afterwards we received a thank you letter from one of 
the parents, explaining how during the week she had hurt her back at 
work and her husband had lost his job. Their son, Matthew, at the 
dinner table began to sing, “This is the day which the Lord has made” 
which he had learned that day. His mother stated that through him 
the atmosphere in the home was changed. This was a great encour-
agement to all who were involved in the club.  Pray with us that the 
Lord will continue to work in Matthew’s family. 
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“The Pre“The Pre“The Pre“The Pre----eminence of Christ”eminence of Christ”eminence of Christ”eminence of Christ”    
WHENWHENWHENWHEN: 5pm Monday 8888thththth – 2pm Friday 12121212thththth January 2007 
WHEREWHEREWHEREWHERE: Naamaroo Conference Centre, Lady Game Dr, 

Lane Cove National Park, Sydney 
Morning studies : Rev John McCallum  — “The Cross” 

MARK THIS DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR!!MARK THIS DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR!!MARK THIS DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR!!MARK THIS DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR!! 

 

HEROES OF FAITH 
Here are 12 “Heroes of Faith” that you will find in Hebrews 11.  

Can you work out which shield belongs to each one?  

1.   B_ _ _ K _          2. _ _ _ O _            3. _ N _ C_          4. _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 

5. _ _ S _ _             6. _ _ _ E _ _         7. _ A _ _ _ N       8. I _ _ _ C    
 

9. J _ _ _ T _ _ _      10. _ _ H _ _         11. _ _ _ _           12. _ _ S _ _ _ 



Last month we looked at the several PCEA church web 
sites that are now available to explore. This month we'll 
look at web sites for other Reformed and Presbyterian 
churches in Australia, and overseas. But first, some 
housekeeping: 
 

As mentioned last time, our PCEA denominational web-
site is available at http://pcea.asn.au. The internet domain 
called ".asn.au" is available for various organizations, in-
cluding for-profit businesses. The Synod Committee 
[Church and Nation] that supervises our website has 
agreed that we should change to the more intuitive http://
pcea.org.au.  
 

There are two principal reasons: the ".org.au" domain is 
used by charitable/non-profit organizations, not busi-
nesses, and is more intuitive for someone looking for in-
formation about our church; and, secondly, the registra-
tion of this domain name is significantly less expensive 
that the existing one. Accordingly, we have registered the 
pcea.org.au domain name, and it has been 'parked' on 
our web site. This means if you type this address into 
your browser, it will take you to the church's home page.  
 

Over time, the entire site, and email addresses will be mi-
grated to the new name so that when the old domain reg-
istration expires in 2008, we can simply let it lapse. 
[Incidentally, from now on, I will omit the http:// prefix from 
web site addresses to save on space, but you may need 
to type it in if your browser doesn't insert it automatically.] 
                

On another related matter, I have discovered that we can 
easily set up sub-domains on the website, of the form 
congregation.pcea.asn.au. So, for example, if you now 
type in http://manning.pcea.asn.au, or manning.pcea.org.
au, you will go directly to the Manning Congregation's 
home page.  
 

These sub-domain names can be redirected to locations 
both within and outside the PCEA website. So, if the Al-
bury congregation had a web site at [say] www.
pressbutton.org.au, it would be a simple matter to create 
a sub-domain albury.pcea.asn.au, and all traffic to that 

address would be rerouted to the pressbutton address. 
 

Other Reformed and Presbyterian Sites in Australia 
 

The home page for the Presbyterian Church of Austra-
lia is located at www.presbyterian.org.au. It is a simply 
laid-out page, with clear links to information about the 
various State churches, national assembly and commit-
tees, and lots of other things. Follow the links on the 
home page, and you’re in for a great adventure! For ex-
ample, if you follow the links to www.pressiechurch.org, 
you'll find a plethora of contemporary, and useful study 
material about God's covenant. 
 

The Christian Reformed Churches of Australia have a 
site at www.crca.org.au. It is a substantial web site, with 
much to explore. 
 

The Presbyterian Reformed Church [www.prc.org.au] 
has a lean, uncluttered site which is still under develop-
ment (the Archive section is empty). There is information 
about local congregations, and mission work. 
 

The Evangelical Presbyterian Church site is at www.
epc.org.au. It contains the usual information, and also a 
long historical section that will be of interest to PCEA 
readers. [It would be helpful to read this in conjunction 
with Dr Ward's history book, The Bush Still Burns.] One 
useful inclusion is the Westminster Confession with 'java 
scripted' Bible references: click on the reference number, 
and a small window pops open with the Bible text(s) in 
the KJV. 
 

Another church with whom we have had contact for al-
most 30 years is the Free Reformed Churches of Aus-
tralia. Their web site is at www.frca.org.au. It contains the 
'Acts' of their July Synod, which, among other things, de-
cided to discontinue relations with the PCEA.  
 

This can be found at synod.frca.org.au/2006/
acts/20060719a.cgi, and reads, "To thank the PCEA for 
the discussions which our deputies could have with their 
deputies, but to regretfully inform them of our decision to 
discontinue contact with them." It was immediately fol-
lowed by a decision to eat pizza together. 
 

Until next time, happy clicking! 
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The Mission Field on Our Doorstep.  
When Jesus talked to the disciples after meeting with the 
Samaritan woman, and as the Samaritans made their 
way to Jesus, he made a very significant statement: He 
said,  “Open [Lift up] your eyes and look at the fields! 
They are ripe for harvest.” [John 4:35] Jesus’ words imply 
that the disciples had no vision for the harvest before 
them. And that statement is no less relevant today. We 
often have none either. We’re looking at our feet! We 
don’t lift our eyes and see the world of human need be-
fore us. We ought to remember far off lands and strange 
peoples. But sometimes the Mission Field for us may be 
right before our eyes  - on our doorstep.  
 

SRE. [Special Religious Education] What a great privilege 
it is to have the opportunity to go into Primary and High 

School and  teach the Gospel. The liberty to teach the 
Gospel may be curtailed in some States -but the door is 
open. While the day continues, this ministry ought to be 
supported. It often languishes through lack of Teachers. 
 

THE GIDEONS. The Gideon ministry also a noble minis-
try. They distribute the Word of God in places where oth-
ers cannot go— especially in High Schools. But its also a 
ministry that is falling on hard times, not just from those 
who want to be “even handed” with regard to all relig-
ions—and thus close doors for the placement of Bibles - 
but from lack of volunteers to carry on the work. Like the 
Church it faces a crisis in membership. Pray for the Minis-
try of the Gideons in your area, and support them. 
 

I read a story about a woman who was always dreaming 
about becoming a missionary and parachuting into un-
evangelised area with boxes of Bibles. On day, she 
opened her eyes and she realised that there was a mis-
sion field on her doorstep.  

MISSION BRIEFS..  

WEB WATCH….  Peter Gadsby     



Mary’s Spirituality  
In our consideration of Mary, we now look at her Spiritu-
ality. We don’t have a great deal of detail about Mary’s 
Spiritual Background or development. This, in itself, is 
important because if Mary was to be such a key figure 
in the life of the Church as some make her out to be, 
you would have thought that Peter, and Paul – and es-
pecially John – would have spoken repeatedly about 
her: That they would have developed a “Theology of 
Mary.” But we find not a word. In fact we know more 
about Paul than we know about Mary. The information 
about Mary has to be gleaned from the Narrative here, 
her song of praise to God – the Magnificat – in verses 
46-55, and several instances we have in the Gospels. 
 

Recognition of Sin 
And one of the first things that strikes us is her recogni-
tion of her Sin. She recognised her own sin – and need 
of a Saviour. We see this very clearly from the Magnifi-
cat itself – in verses 46 and 47. “My soul glorifies the 
Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Saviour.” The thought of God as Saviour 
comes from the OT where sometimes it 
had the sense of Deliverer from Trouble 
or Catastrophe. But more often it reached 
much higher to embrace the spiritual di-
mension – the One who provides forgive-
ness of sin and restoration to fellowship 
with God. [2 Chronicles 20:17 and Psalm 
51:12-14]. And here we ought give it its 
fullest sense. God is Mary’s Saviour not 
just in the sense that he’s given her an 
important honour, but He’s her Saviour 
because he provides Salvation: Mercy, 
Forgiveness and Blessing to her and to his People.  
 

Mary’s Expectation. 
This is confirmed by two things. [1] Mary talks about 
“mercy” in vv 50/54. Mercy is compassion and pity for 
the undeserving and the guilty: People bearing the con-
sequences of sin and in a pitiable condition before God. 
You don’t have to show mercy to those who are right-
eous. [2] But its also confirmed by the fact that she 
makes mention of the Promise of God to “Abraham and 
his seed forever.” That Promise to Abraham was a fun-
damentally spiritual promise – that “in him” all nations 
would be blessed. It related to salvation in the fullest 
possible sense. And so, because Mary speaks of mercy 
and the promise of Abraham – when her thoughts obvi-
ously rise far beyond the blessing of status and privi-
lege – to eternal issues – its only reasonable to see 
Mary as speaking about God as Saviour in the fullest 
Sense. [3] Nor does she simply say: “God the Saviour.” 
Rather, it’s very personal. She says: “God my Saviour.” 
And this means that she recognised her own personal 
need of a Saviour and laid hold upon Him as the one 
who could supply that need in its fullest sense. 
 

Mary’s Need. 
The Roman Catholic Church has a teaching called  the 
Immaculate Conception of Mary – a doctrine proclaimed 
as “recently” as 1854. Here we have evidence that that 
doctrine is incorrect. Mary confesses that she needed a 

Saviour – and that shows she recognised her sin and 
need before God. And this is how it should be. There’s 
only One sinless One according to the Bible – the Lord 
Jesus Christ. All have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God, it says. And yet even apart from any 
“immaculate conception”, how many deny that they 
need a Saviour.  
 
May we be like Mary and recognise our sin and see in 
God our Saviour: The One who can take our broken 
and guilty lives and blot out all our sin, and restore us to 
wholeness and fellowship with Him once again. And 
may we see that the Way the Lord does this is through 
the One who was to be born of the Virgin – Mary – as 

Mary came to see in the course of time.  
 

Her Knowledge of God’s Word   
Another thing we may notice about Mary’s Spiritual 
Sensitivity – and this follows on from what we’ve been 
saying – is that Mary was thoroughly familiar with the 
Word of God and the Promises of God.  

 
Nearly every writer draws attention to the 
fact that here we have echoes of the OT – 
especially from the Song of Hannah, and 
some of the Psalms. The echoes of the 
OT are not only found in phraseology but 
also in the thoughts expressed, especially 
about God. He’s a Personal God who 
draws near to help the weak and insignifi-
cant. He’s Merciful, Faithful and Holy. He’s 
done great things for his people – and 
continues to do great things for them. If 
you look closely at Hannah’s Song you will 
find all these thoughts expressed there 

too – as well as in the Psalms. And this serves to re-
mind us that not only was Mary familiar with the Teach-
ing of the Word of God; She had made it her own, so 
that when something wonderful happens to her, per-
haps quite unconsciously, she make that language 
hers. It had become part of herself. 
 

The Language of Faith 
Someone once said: “Unbelief cannot speak …. Faith 
loosens the tongue.” [Edersheim, p. 159] How true that 
is here. Because Mary had been nurtured on the great 
words and works of God, and because she believed the 
Angel’s word, she breaks forth into such a song as this. 
And may faith in God’s mercy, love and goodness to-
wards us in Christ also loosen our tongues so that out 
of the fullness of our hearts we may praise God in a 
way that reflects the secret springs from which its 
drawn: The Word of God and the Promises of God.  
 
Today, we have a rising generation that knows practi-
cally nothing about the Bible. We have a present gen-
eration that probably hasn’t read the Bible. What about 
ourselves? Is it the secret, hidden spring of our lives, 
and the source of our praise. Is it becoming part of us–
the background of our minds and hearts in all our think-
ing and acting? Does it mould our consciousness and 
govern the way we look at life? That’s what happened in 
Mary’s case. ���� 

SARAH’S DAUGHTERS….           The Page for Women 
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A CONSISTENT LIFE 
 Another thing that comes out in the record about Caleb is his Consistent 
Life. And here we not only think about his consistency in physical strength! 
What a picture we get of his physical strength - a sprightly man with an 
alert eye. When he came to Joshua he could say, "I'm still as strong today 
as the day that Moses sent me out; I'm just as vigorous to go out to battle 
now as I was then." [Verse 11]. Some 85 year olds would be able to relate 
to that!  
 

Whenever I read this about Caleb I think of Angus up on the Manse roof 
fixing it at 86 years old! But I'm afraid many who haven't even reached the 
age of 85 might have many problems! But what we can all focus on is not 
his physical prowess, but his spiritual attitude and outlook at 85. It was still 
as fresh, and as vibrant, and as enthusiastic as it was 45 years previously. 
"Give me the hill country where those Anakim are. Let me at them! I 
wanted to do this 45 years ago but I wasn't able to do it. But with God 
helping me, I'm ready to do it now!" 
 

Look at his Passion for Service.  
Look at his passion for service! "Now give me this hill country".  I'm ready 
to go! Here is a passion for service that laughs at age and at difficulty. He 
doesn't say, Look you can't expect me at my age to go out and fight can 
you? Let the younger people do it! No! There was a passion to do what he 
wanted to do 45 years earlier - and wasn't able to do. The fire in his heart 
for service still burned fiercely! 
   

Look at his Keenness to Obey.  
Then, think about his keenness to obey. He says to Joshua, "The Lord 
promised me that land; he said I would drive them out". I want to put into 
practice what he has told me to do. 45 years previously, the Lord had told 
his people to go in and possess the land he promised to them. They re-
fused - except Caleb and Joshua. And it was said that they alone had fully 
[or wholeheartedly] followed the Lord. He's still the same today - wanting 
to do what God has told him to do. 
 

Look at His Dependence on God.  
And look, too, at his dependence on God. Yes, "the Anakites were there 
and their cities were large and fortified, but the Lord helping me, I will drive 
them out just as he said." We didn't get to do it last time, Joshua, but with 
God's help we'll do it now! 
 

The Conclusion of the Matter 
Isn't all this beautiful! 85 years old - and still the passion; the concern; and 
the dependence on God that had been there years before. And this same 
consistency is writ large over the lives of many in our congregations today. 
They're in there 80's and 90's and there's still that fire, that love, that en-
thusiasm, and that trust that was there years ago. But when they're gone - 
who's going to be at the prayer meetings, and the services, and doing the 
fellowshipping in our Church? 
 

The Lord Jesus and Ourselves. 
The Lord Jesus didn't get to grow old. At the tender age of about 34 he, as 
the Perfect Lamb of God, offered Himself a sacrifice on the Cross for our 
sins. He did this so that we could have life and have it more abundantly. 
He did it so that we might know the joy of his salvation in life, and grow old 
gracefully in the House of God. And even though we might waste away 
outwardly, yet inwardly we might be renewed day by day in love to God,  
passion for service, keenness to obey and trust in God.  
 

And just as it’s never too early to put our trust in Him and follow Him, so 
also its never too late. But its far better to be like Caleb here, who in close 
companionship with Joshua and others, consistently and fully followed the 
Lord, and who, when he was 85 years of age, not only had a clear memory 
of the things that really mattered, but was as passionate for His service as 
he had been 45 year earlier. ���� 

CALEB’S CLUB…...  For Seniors 
SOUL – DEPTHS   SOUL- 
HEIGHTS Sermons on Psalm 130, 
Octavius Winslow, The Banner of 
Truth Trust, 2006, pp 135. 
Where shall I stop singing the praises of 
this small book on Psalm 130 by Octa-
vius Winslow! When I started to read it, I 
started marking outstanding thoughts 
and passages. But I had to stop. The 
whole book was being marked and un-
derlined! It’s a veritable gold mine of 
good things. It should be prescribed 
reading for every Christian in the world 
today, whatever generation they belong 
to, or whatever situation they may be in. 
 

Some may think that a book on Psalm 
130 might be a little depressing. After all, 
the Psalmist does start by saying: “Out 
of the depths have I cried unto thee, O 
Lord.” This comes about because all the 
focus falls on the “depths” - and what 
they are. Our author doesn’t avoid this—
he talks about the existence, power and 
outbreaks of indwelling sin; mental dark-
ness and depression [despondency], the 
physical factors that may contribute to-
wards them, and the unpardonable sin. 
But he doesn’t stop there. Step by 
step—stair by stair—he leads us up to 
the triumphant conclusion at the end of 
the Psalm—the Hope of Israel, and ulti-
mate redemption. And even here, the 
author takes us to the heights of re-
demption— our bodily resurrection, the 
descent of the Church upon the new 
heaven and new earth, [p120] and the 
reunion of believing loved ones and 
friends [p 107]. 
 

The book closes with an additional ad-
dress on Hababbuk 3:19 about walking 
on “high places.”  He speaks about the 
“low life” of the unbeliever, the “ascent” 
of the believer, and issues a clarion call 
to those who “vegetate” in “mere exis-
tence”. And then he says to the Chris-
tian: “Learn this truth, that God has 
given you powerful elements of soul as-
cension. You have feet shod with the 
preparation of the Gospel of Peace. You 
have wings of faith that can outdistance 
the eagle in its flight. Be not content, 
then with a low standard of personal re-
ligion; with walking where you may 
climb; with skimming the surface, when 
you may soar to the sun.” [p131] And the 
beauty of this book is that he shows us, 
under God, how it can be done, and 
helps us to do it. 
 

Buy this book, read it, re-read it—and 
you, too, will begin to understand the 
glory of the Gospel and the poverty of 
humanism in every form. RWM.  

BOOK REVIEW 
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WHY I AM  A PRESBYTERIAN  
    - Rev. Alan L.Tripovich, Wauchope 
Various answers may be given to this statement from 
some. i.e. we have always been Presbyterian; we think 
the Presbyterian church is the best among the churches; 
we like the people or the ministers of the Presbyterian 
church; etc. 
 

My reason for being a Presbyterian is based upon my belief 
in and understanding of the Scriptures. But let me say, that 
first of all, I am a Christian, a born-again believer in Jesus 
Christ and his truth. If this is not so, then being a Presby-
terian means nothing. 
 

The term “Presbyterian'“ is a biblical word which signifies 
the rule or government of Christ's church by called and 
elected "Elders" [presbyters]. It is therefore essentially a 
form of Church Government. But not just any form. Rather, 
it is the form which is evident in the apostolic church. It is 
clear from scripture that God's people have always been 
under lawful authority, as appointed by 
God for the spiritual good of his people 
[church] . Moses was appointed by God 
to govern the `church in the wilderness', 
Acts 7:38. He was assisted in this pas-
toral work by appointed elders, 70 in 
number, as we see in Numbers 11:16. 
Indeed, when certain of Israel questioned 
and resisted God's appointed leadership, 
such as Korah and his followers, there 
was big trouble, as recorded in Num-
bers 16: 1-35.  
 

In the N.T. as the church of Jesus Christ began to grow and 
expand under the ministry of Paul and his colleagues, elders 
were ordained in every church, Acts 14:23. When Paul wrote 
to the church at Philippi which he helped to establish, he 
wrote to, ‘all the saints ... with the bishops and deacons'. 
[Phil. 1:1] - Bishops [overseers] being synonymous with eld-
ers - as is clear from Acts 20:17 and 28. Paul in his let-
ter to Titus, ch.l, refers to the ordained elders in every city 
and then sets forth their spiritual qualifications, under the 
term of bishops, vs. 5-9. When a serious theological dis-
pute needed attention, a council was called at Jerusalem, 
made up of apostles and elders who , with the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, decided the issue and informed the church. 
There is therefore in the N.T. church a clear indication of 
the principles of a presbyterial form of church govern-
ment appointed by Christ the head of the church. 
 

As there is no evidence in scripture of government of the 
people by a graduation of Anglican bishops, or by a major-
ity of members of a congregation [as the Baptists] or much 
less by a system of Papal monarchy, I hold firmly to Pres-
byterianism in which Christ governs his church by called 
and elected elders ministering His Word among his peo-
ple on earth. Following centuries of Papal and pagan 
darkness, ignorance and corruption, God graciously and 
providentially produced the great 16th Century Reforma-
tion with a diligent return to the Scriptures The Reform-
ers generally came to acknowledge that Christ had insti-
tuted a Presbyterial form of governing his church. Thus, 
Presbyterianism became established in England, 

France, the Netherlands and of course, Scotland under 
John Knox. Church history reveals the bitter resistance 
to this biblical form of church polity by those determined 
to impose their prelatic forms of governing God's people. 
 

The Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia continues 
to hold fast to this biblical form of church government as 
stated and expressed in her subordinate standards in the 
document entitled, "The Form of Presbyterial Church-
Government." It is a brief and very clear statement of the na-
ture of Presbyterian church government, supported with 
Scripture proofs - and with an excellent Preface. If any 
are not quite sure why they are Presbyterians, this is a 
good place to begin. Furthermore, I am a Presbyterian 
because, like the reformers of old, I am convinced that 
God has given directions in his word as to what we, his peo-
ple are to believe, how we are to live, how we are to worship 
God and how we are to be governed within the church of Je-
sus Christ. Take note of Q. 2 of the Shorter Catechism and 
its answer -"The word of God which is contained in the 

scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments, is the only rule to direct us how 
we may glorify and enjoy him. " We re-
fer to this as "The Regulative Princi-
ple". 
 
The Presbyterian system of governing 
Christ's church is designed to ensure that 
only spiritual, qualified and gifted men 
are admitted to the ministry and elder-
ship within the church by their brother 
elders of the kirk-session, or presbytery 
[1 Tim. 4:12-14.] This procedure is ac-
cording to scripture and is intended to 

maintain a competent and faithful ministry and spiritual 
oversight within the visible church. 
 

At the same time, the congregation of God's people is pro-
tected from unsuitable men in office. They have the God-
given right to freely elect, from among those approved by 
Session, officebearers who will teach them from God's 
word, [2 Tim. 2:15 and 3:2], take the spiritual oversight 
of them and watch for their souls, [Acts 20:28; Heb. 13:17; 1 
Pet. 5:2-4  and 1 Thes. 4:12,13 etc.] What a wise and gra-
cious provision by the Saviour and head of the church for his 
people! This is why I am a biblical Presbyterian. 
 

Sadly it is true that at times, because of man's sinful nature, 
carelessness, neglect and abuse by some within the sys-
tem of Presbyterianism, reproach is brought upon the 
church. The government of the church is only as good as 
those charged with the solemn responsibility of exercising it. 
The God-ordained form of church government is not at 
fault, but those who neglect or abuse it. Hence the need 
of care and prayer by the ruling eldership as well as the 
people who make up the congregation of Christ's 
church.  
 

The apostle Paul, aware of the danger of abuse from 
within the church, earnestly exhorted the assembled elders 
of Ephesus [at Miletus] to take heed to themselves and to 
all the flock over which the Holy Spirit had made them 
overseers, to feed the church of God which he has pur-
chased with his own blood - read Acts 20:27-32 and >>> 

“The Presbyterian sys-
tem of governing Christ's 
church is designed to en-

sure that only spiritual, 
qualified and gifted men 
are admitted to the min-
istry and eldership within 

the church …” 

PRESBYTERIAN AGENDA 
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[continued from page 14]  2 Tim. 4:1-5. Much has been 
written on the subject of church government over the years 
and those wanting to read further on this subject should 
ask their minister for guidance as to the best books avail-
able and possibly in their own church library. i.e. 2 Vol-
umes by James Bannerman on the Church of Christ. It is 

my prayerful hope that this article will be helpful to those 
who may not know what Presbyterianism is - or why they 
are Presbyterians - and that we may all come to appreci-
ate more fully the spiritual benefits provided by Christ our 
head and chief Shepherd for the edification, unity and even-
tual perfection of his church; read, Eph. 4:8-13. ���� 
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NARRE WARREN 
� � � � Gloria Annalisa Vaatstra, baby daughter of Justin and 
Rowena [and sister of Aurora] was baptised by her grand-
father, Rev. Hans Vaatstra, minister of the Reformed 
Church in Dunedin, NZ, on Lord’s day 27th August. 
 

� � � � Boaz Jonathan McKelvey, baby son of Peter and Linda 
was baptised by his grandfather, Rev. George Ball, on 
Lord’s Day,  8th October. 
NORTHERN PRESBYTERY. 
On Saturday, 14th October, the Northern Presbytery met 
in Brisbane for general business, and to moderate in a 

Call to the Rev. Douglas Campbell, Missionary in South 
Africa. When Mr Campbell was here earlier in the year, 
the Congregation had had the opportunity to meet and 
hear Mr. Campbell, and they were unanimous in their de-
sire to extend to him a Call to be their minister. 
 

The Moderator presided and preached and when the Call 
was subscribed the Presbytery had no hesitation in sus-
taining the Call. It has now been forwarded to Mr. Camp-
bell who is currently on furlough in Scotland. Please pray 
for Mr Campbell, his wife and family and the Congrega-
tion as they wait on the Lord in this matter [RWM] 

Over 80 people attended the Mission Awareness Day at 
the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia, High St. 
Taree on 7th October, They heard 10 representatives 
speak about their work. They inspected the attractive dis-
plays which transformed the Hall, and collected relevant 
informative literature. They have enough to think about 
for many days. Here is a brief resume of what we heard. 
 

To become a fulltime worker needs intensive training in 
Bible Knowledge, Language Study and Cultural Aware-
ness. What better place to be trained than at the Sydney 
Missionary and Bible College which celebrated 90 years 
of existence this year. Hundreds of men and women 
study there, conscious of their own limitations but fully 
aware that it is the Spirit of the living God that accom-
plishes His Work. Third year student David Kerridge intro-
duced us to the opportunities available today. 
 

After receiving such training people join societies like the 
New Tribes Mission. It sends folk to places such as Irian 
Jiya where animistic people live in isolated mountainous 
regions. Here they go to live, to learn the language, im-
prove health standards and enter into village life. All this 
is done so they can tell the Good News about Jesus. Pat 
and Robyn Johnson from Grafton are currently complet-
ing language study. 
 

Another opportunity for service is to go with Global Re-
cordings into isolated areas to record unwritten lan-
guages, using the latest equipment. Noel and Mary 
Bachelor have been 20 years collecting vital information 
so people can hear God's People in their own tongue. 
They even recorded a language in Central Australia, at 
the people's request; where there were only 6 speakers. 
That work is recorded for posterity, 
 

By way of contrast, Paul Morris of Christian Witness to 
Israel, told us that he worked amongst the most sophisti-
cated people in the world - the Jews. These people need 
to be given the opportunity to decide whether the man 
Jesus fulfils Messianic Old Testament prophecy. 
 

No Mission Day in Taree would be complete without a 
report from The Leprosy Mission. Ron Dawes told us of 

the change in Mission policy now that leprosy can be 
cured with one dose of drugs. However people still need 
skills so they can be rehabilitated into their own communi-
ties without fear of stigma and be self - supporting. 
 

Local boy from Burrell Creek; Trevor Leggott enjoyed re-
newing old friendships and telling of his work as Execu-
tive Director of Australian Indigenous Ministries. Village 
Elders are asking now for in depth Bible Studies so they 
can tell their people about Jesus who can deliver them 
from all adversity. They are using their own story telling 
methods and symbols to make the scriptures clear. 
 

We were reminded by representatives from 3 local minis-
tries that long training was not necessary to be involved 
in their organizations. A concerned heart with a genuine 
desire to assist was essential to help people resolve their 
difficulties. Manning Pregnancy Support, introduced by 
Sally Sgarno made us aware of the need for such an or-
ganization as pregnancy can make people very vulner-
able. John Pike, President of LinC [Love in the name of 
Christ] told us how volunteers could help elderly people 
overcome problems of moving residence or being trans-
ported to medical appointments. The need for people to 
help share in the work of Special Religious Education in 
Government Schools was highlighted by Derek North. He 
would like to have enough trained SRE teachers so that 
all children in Taree may attend classes. 
 

CMA [Christian Mission Aid] International is an organiza-
tion that depends upon People to supply goods to fill 
shipping containers so that Eastern Europeans will have 
sufficient clothing to survive the bitter winters.  To help 
overcome food shortages thousands of kilos potatoes are 
brought each year in Romania. This work was started 
many years ago when 12 year old Matthew Hillier sent a 
bible to a family in Russia. Today their major request is 
still for bibles. 
 

The Taree Ladies Mission Group, which meets each sec-
ond Monday of the month at 10 a.m. is to be congratu-
lated on its vision and dedication which made this day a 
reality. They were ably supported by their Pastor Peter 
Gadsby and the congregation in providing refreshments 
and accommodation. Those of us who attended hope that 
Mission Awareness Day will become an integral part of 
the Church Calendar.   - Velma Kneale. 

CHURCH LIFE.. 



STARTING FROM 2007 WE HOPE TO BE ABLE TO OFFER OUR READERS                                                 

THE FOLLOWING OPTIONS:- 

� Access to the Magazine on the Web - Absolutely Free!!  

� Ask Your Minister or Friend to Download /Print / Copy it -  Probably Free!!  

� Ask Your Congregational Representative to get it for you - $20. 

� Ask us to send it directly to you each month - Hardcopy $25; E-mail- $0. 

� We will honour all current subscriptions, but for 2007 you will have the 
choices outlined above. However, if you have access to the Internet now, why 
not have a trial run with the magazine on the Church Web site? Alternatively, 
we can e-mail it to you. You will need an Adobe Reader to read the file. If you 
don’t have one, you can download one free from the Adobe website. With the 
Adobe Reader 7 you can have Microsoft Sam read the Banner to you! 

� Decide what to do before the 31st December—and follow the prompts! 
 
 

CLOSING DATE FOR MATERIAL: 15th of Each Month. 
WEB PAGE ISSUE : 1st of Each Month [DV]. 

I’m Ready ! 

One of the many perks [!] of being an Editor is to receive com-
plimentary magazines from other Churches and Organizations.
It makes one  very thankful that there are many different 
groups around all dedicating their time and effort to encourage 
God’s people,  make us aware of their own service to God, and 
tell us what’s going on in their world. It also makes us very 
humble because we see our own poor efforts compared with 
theirs, and our own smallness in the grand scheme of things.   
 

The other day I drove to Brisbane and had to 
pass by the new highway being built at 
Brunswick Heads. As I looked at this mas-
sive job, I wondered whether those at one 
end working on putting in a pipe—and those 
at the other end driving their great machines 
knew each other—and whether they were 
interested in what was going on elsewhere 
on the sight! And from that I thought about 
the building of God’s Church— many differ-
ent groups labouring on building a mighty 
building—often unknown to each other—and 
sometimes  uncaring. But it’s all being done 
according to  the great master plan, and it’s all in the hands of 
the great Master builder.  Each of us labour in our own small 
corner, and amidst apparent confusion. But the Lord will ulti-
mately make it  all into a glorious Building—or perhaps, more 
accurately , His glorious Kingdom in a new heavens and a new 
earth. 
 

Of course it would be easy to take a very doctrinaire approach, 
and say that we are the only ones doing the job properly [or , in 

the mind of some, maintaining the antithesis] and everyone 
else is wrong. But our own Confession won’t allow us to do 
that. It talks about the Communion of the saints. And this is 
what it says:  
 

“Saints by profession are bound to maintain an holy fel-
lowship and communion in the worship of God, and in 
performing such other spiritual services as tend to their 
mutual edification; as also in relieving each other in out-

ward things, according to their several 
abilities and necessities. Which com-
munion, as God offereth opportunity, is 
to be extended unto all those who, in 
every place, call upon the name of the 
Lord Jesus.”   
[Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter 
26: Section 2] 
 

And so we recognize that we’re not the only 
Christians in the world; that there’s the  
tinest possiblity [!] we may not have all the 

truth; and that we must be ready to learn from others.  And 
those who produce other Christian magazines remind us very 
forcibly of that.  Indeed, we thank God that  the Kingdom  is 
bigger than ourselves, that He has his people throughout the 
world, and  that He’s building His Church through our feeble 
efforts. And in these days, when Humanism is flexing it’s mus-
cles in every part of human life, may He give us the courage, 
wisdom, and grace  to serve him, not with what we don’t have, 
but what we do have. 

 THE CHOICE IS YOURS. Save $$$!  
The Presbyterian Banner is the 
official magazine of the Presbyterian 
Church of Eastern Australia. The 
PCEA was established in 1846 and 
adheres to the Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith (1647) as its doctrinal 
standard.  
Literary contributions are welcome 
although a stamped envelope should 
be included for a response to unsolic-
ited material. Submission by email is 
preferred.  
Unsigned articles are by the Editor. 
The opinions expressed in signed arti-
cles are those of the authors not nec-

essarily of the editor or the PCEA.  
 

Editor: 
Rev. Ray Murray, 
33 Tallowood Street, 
South Grafton, 
NSW, 2460. 
Tel/Fax 02 6643 4272. 
Email: raymurray @ aapt.net.au. 
 

Subscriptions [11 Issues per year] 
Within Australia, $25 [Bulk  $20] 
Overseas : Aud $40  Airmail. 
 

Direct Credit: 
Westpac 032-587  75 0105 
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INTERACTION….. 

GOD’S WORK 

VISITING OR MOVING TO CANBERRA - You will receive a warm welcome at the Reformed 
Church of Canberra. Morning Worship is 10.30 am [9.30 am during Dec/ Jan] at Duffy 
Primary School.  Evening Worship is 5.30 pm in their church, at Rivett.  [Both Duffy and 
Rivett are in the Weston Creek area of Canberra. ]   For more details, Contact:-  
# Stephen Gadsby   (02 6288 4008) rga43700@bigpond.net.au   or, 
# Alan Mackay (02 6258 5163; 0407 498 394) abmackay@bigpond.net.au . 


