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THE HUMANIST FAITH

In Psalm 144, David tells us that the nation is blessed whose God is the Lord. But he
also recognized that there were those who were a threat to Israel - that society where
God is the Lord. For him, it came from other nations around Israel - "from the hands of
foreigners whose mouths are full of lies, whose right hands are deceitful." He prays for
deliverance from those who were trying to destroy the Covenant Community of Israel.

The situation hasn’t changed much since David’s day. There are still those seeking to
destroy the Covenant Community. They are “strangers and foreigners,” because they
come from another country, but because they do not share the faith of the People of
God. They have a different faith, a different law, and a different lifestyle.

Today this faith is most consistently expressed in Humanism. It sums up non-Christian
belief - whether in its ancient or modern form. | was once teaching a class on
“Comparative Religions” in High School and we were dealing with Humanism. As one
student read through the notes, he said, "You know, these people teach the exact op-
posite to what you do." He was right! Humanism is the "exact opposite" of what Chris-
tians believe. lts Paganism pure and simple. And our thanks must go to the Humanists
for summing up their faith so well in "The Humanist Manifesto II" which they produced
in 1973. In it, they articulate what is the faith, not only of many intellectuals today, and
probably the majority of teachers, but also the faith of many ordinary people. Indeed,
Humanism goes right back to the Garden of Eden and to Adam and Eve when they
listened to the Devil rather than to God. What do Humanists believe and teach?

They Don’t Believe in the God of the Bible

First of all, they don't believe in God. And after making a statement like that, you would
expect them to say that all religions are harmful. But they don't. Only some religions
are harmful. And if you ask which ones, the answer is not hard to find. It's those that
believe in a God who reveals himself to humankind - a religion based on Revelation.
And that's very logical. If you believe in a god who never says anything, you can think
anything you like about him, and what he wants you to do. It’s a religion that let's you
be your own "god". But if you believe in a God who not only exists, but reveals him-
self, and what he wants, immediately our self rule is challenged. Here is a competing
authority. And that's something no self — respecting Humanist can stand - a challenge
to his or her ultimate authority. As long as you don't bring along your revelation you
can have your god. He's powerless anyway - a projection of your mind. But a God who
speaks with authority is a different story.

A favourite question with some people is "Who made God". The answer is, "No one."
A god that had a beginning is not worth believing in. He can just as easily cease to be!
The God we must be concerned about is the God who always existed and will always
exist! And he has revealed himself to us in his word. He hasn't left us to make up all
sorts of ideas about him.

The Hebrew idea about God was absolutely unique in the ancient world and percep-
tive non Christian writers recognize this. One of them says this: "When we read in
Psalm 19 that “the heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handiwork,” we hear a voice which mocks the beliefs of Egyptians and Babylonians...




The God of the Hebrews is pure being, unqualified, inef-
fable. He is holy.... Every finite reality shrivelled to noth-
ingness before the absolute value which was God... No-
where else do we meet this fanatical devaluation of the
phenomena of nature and the achievements of
man." [Frankfort, Before Philosophy, pp 237, 242-243]
David’s enemies - The Philistines - believed in Dagon
and Baal - gods they had made up. Those gods are
gone. The Humanists have no quarrel with them! The
only God they don't like is an eternally existing God
speaking in his Word.

The Self as Supreme

And when you get rid of the Authority of God, who be-
comes King in the Universe? The individual self or the
state! In the add on TV there's nice music and then it
says, "lts all for the most important person in the world:
You". That's Humanism in a nutshell. In the Humanist
world the Individual is Supreme. The Humanist, reject-
ing the authority of God, not only says we must depend
on human reason and science for information, but goes
on to assert the supreme authority of the person over his
or her life. They say, "The right to Birth Control, Abortion,
and Divorce should be recognized." And then they say:
"Neither do we wish to prohibit, by law or social sanction,
sexual behaviour between consenting adults
individuals should be permitted to express the sexual
proclivities and pursue their lifestyles as they desire."
Furthermore, the freedom and dignity of the individual
includes the "right to die with dignity, euthanasia, and the
right to suicide."

As we read their policy document, it seems that we’re
listening to many people talking today. And if we con-
tinue on the humanist road, we're heading for trouble.
The French Revolution began in 1789 with the noble Hu-
manist cry of "Liberty, Fraternity and Equality". It also
had another humanist cry, "No God, No Master". But it
all ended after a few years in a Reign of Terror, followed
by the Dictatorship of Napoleon Bonaparte. And if we go
further back into humanistic societies, like Rome and an-
cient Canaanite culture - the story is just the same. Life
was cheap; children were exposed; old people were left
to die; and children were offered as sacrifices to manipu-
late the "gods". If that's what we want then Humanism is
the policy and the program that will deliver it. No wonder
David was so worked up about his nation being de-
fended from such enemy as this.

False Statements
What are those who pose a threat to the Covenant
Community like? David says, “their mouths are full of
lies, whose right hands are deceitful'. Put bluntly it
amounts to Deception and Fraud.

For example, it can't be trusted in what it says. They
speak about the dignity of the individual: "The precious-
ness and dignity of the individual person is a central hu-
manist value." But how can you have dignity, when the
world is a product of chance, where the self is supreme
and life is basically meaningless. They say that "the hu-
man species is an emergence from natural evolutionary
forces". They say "value derives from human experi-

"He who begins by seeking God within himself may end by confusing himself with God."
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ence". They say "Human life has meaning because we
create and develop our futures". There is ho heaven and
hell. There is no ultimate justice in the world. Death is
the end for everybody. How can one inject any value into
that sort of world? We may have our own - but so may
Adolf Hitler. And if there is no absolute value, what right
have we to impose our value on anybody else or say
someone else is wrong.

And then they talk about Toleration and Love. But there's
not much toleration for some things: "Intolerant attitudes
have been cultivated by orthodox religions and puritani-
cal cultures". "Traditional dogmatic and authoritarian re-
ligions ... do a disservice to the human species."
"Promises of immortal salvation or fear of eternal dam-
nation are both illusory and harmful." It seems that there
are some things that are not tolerated. Rome tolerated
all sorts of things too - but it didn't tolerate Christians. It
threw them to the Lions!

They talk, too, about Freedom and decentralization. And
then they go on to say that the world situation now de-
mands a world government. They say, "The best option
is to transcend the limits of national sovereignty." We
need "a system of world law and a world order based on
transnational federal government ...Human progress...
can no longer be achieved by focusing on one section of
the world." World poverty must cease, and to achieve
this, "extreme disproportions in wealth, income, and eco-
nomic growth should be reduced on a worldwide basis."
All people are equal, but in the new world order, some
are more equal than others. The experts will tell us all
what to do! David wasn't wrong when he said they say
one thing and do another.

Pretended Friendship

But they’re also deceitful in what they do. One writer said
that the phrase "whose right hands are deceitful” refers
to either the hand being raised as a sign of obedience
and friendship, or of a deal being struck. The idea is that
the person pretends to be a friend and agree, but they
don't. And that's what Humanism does. It pretends to be
the friend of Humanity, and the friend of humans. It pre-
tends to be engaged for our good and the good of soci-
ety. But we've heard that voice before! We hear it in the
Garden of Eden. Its the voice of the Devil, saying, "I'm
really on your side. God is selfish, hard and cruel. He
wants to keep the best from you. I'm your true friend."

God is Man’s Best Friend

We must settle in our minds today that the only real
friend - and the only true friend - of Humanity is God.
He’s the only one who has no secret agenda, and no
sweet promises that have terrible stings in them. He tells
us the truth about the world, about life and about our-
selves. But not only does he talk straight. In the gift of his
Son to be our Saviour he has given the greatest demon-
stration of his love and concern. He has shown conclu-
sively that he’s our friend and not our foe. And if anyone
tells us that they are our friend - and then tries to tell us
that God does not exist, or that he's not to be trusted and
obeyed, and that Jesus is not the Saviour - they’re not
our true friend. They are acting for our hurt. God is man's
Best Friend - not the Devil or the Humanist. m

B.B. Warfield.

Page 2



BLOGGING ABOUT...

Climate Change
- Dr. Dennis Muldoon, Sydney.

One the hottest topics in the news at present is climate
change. Scientists have got the politicians talking, and
conferences on climate change are in progress around
the world. Al Gore is recruiting an army of messengers to
spread the bad news of climate change. The community
is being divided. People are being labelled as sceptics if
they do not believe the ‘consensus’ view.

When | studied science, facts were established by repro-
ducible experimentation so there were no ‘sceptics’.
When we hear this word we stop and ask ‘are we still
talking about science? We also reflect on the last time
such language was used. Some one hundred years ago
people who did not believe in evolution were labelled
‘sceptics’.

What are the facts in relation to climate change? We
should firstly distinguish between climate and weather.
Weather is what we experience from day to day regarding
temperature, rainfall, cloud, wind and so on. We know

how changeable the weather can be. Climate is the aver-
age of these phenomena over time- be it a year or many
years. There is much spatial variation in climate. Some
places have a tropical (warm) climate and other places a
temperate (cool) climate, some places are wet and others
dry. Each place has its seasons - there is summer and
winter, or a wet season and a dry season.

What'’s in the Bible?
With regard to seasons, it is written in the Bible that these
will not cease while the earth remains (Gen 8:22). God
intervened in the days of Noah to change the seasons.
He made it rain continuously for over a month and a great
flood covered the whole earth for a year. Sea levels rose
dramatically at that time and there was great destruction.
But afterwards God promised there would never again be
a flood to destroy the whole earth (Gen 9:11). We can be
confident that there will never again be a world-wide
flood. Those who do not believe in God are not so sure
these days. People are worried about refugees from tropi-
cal islands, or their expensive real estate by the sea, if
not about their own life. So the cry goes up ‘we must stop
climate change’.

In the days of Elijah there was no rain in the land for three
and a half years. When Elijah prayed to God, the heav-
ens gave rain and the earth produced its fruit (James
5:18). Moses told the people of Israel that if they failed to
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keep his covenant he would curse them by, among other
things, withholding the rain (Deut 28:23f). Our land is ex-
periencing a severe drought at present. Many link this
drought with climate change- few link it with God. God of
course sends rain on the just and the unjust alike (Mat
5:45), but the Bible makes it abundantly clear that the
Creator God has power to control the rain, and the wind.
Did not Jesus stop the wind by his word?

While we are looking at the Bible let us remember that
God made the sun which regulates all climates. The sun
is the source of heat for planet earth. Some years ago
scientists were worried that as the sun slowly burns up,
the earth may cool. Maybe the greenhouse effect will
compensate for such cooling! One day God will bring an
end to the sun and the whole universe. The heavens will
pass away, the Bible says (Mat 24:35, 2Peter 3:10, Rev
21:1).

What science says?
‘We are in the middle of the worst drought for over a thou-
sand years’ one politician said. ‘Wait a minute’ | thought,
‘we have had our bicentennial but when were our millen-
nium celebrations’. Who was recording droughts a thou-

sand years ago? Of course there are ways of projecting
back into history, but we must draw a clear distinction be-
tween actual verifiable records and so called ‘proxy’ re-
cords. Remember carbon fourteen dating and the as-
sumptions surrounding this method of dating rocks and
fossils.

As | write this ‘blog’, cold winds have dropped the tem-
perature to the coldest on record for this day of the year-
so the meteorologist says. We are very interested in re-
cords these days. Global records of temperature only go
back to about 1860. Not all of those records are reliable,
but it is possible to remove most that are spurious. Still
there is the tendency to record temperatures where peo-
ple live, giving an urban bias. Yet the literature is full of
graphs going back thousand of years. These are based
on proxy measurements from ice cores, tree rings and
the like.

Phillip Stott from the University of London states ‘what
has been forgotten in all discussion about global warming
is a proper sense of history’. Some say there have been
periods of global warming in the past, just as there was
an ice age. The Bible gives us a very good sense of his-
tory, history from the perspective of the God who in the
beginning created the earth, separating the dry land from
the sea. God made the mountains, the seas, and the for-
ests, all of which affect the climate. The data from direct
measurements shows that average global temperatures
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increased 0.6 +/- 0.2 °C during the last century. This is the average.
Some places actually show a temperature decrease. At many places in
the world people might welcome a small increase in temperature. How
much heating oil would be saved if temperatures in Canada increased?
Direct measurements everyone accepts, but then the question comes
‘why?’

Why is the temperature increasing, and will it keep on increasing? If CO?
levels are plotted on the same graph as temperature they follow the
same trends over time. Direct measurements of atmospheric carbon di-
oxide on a global scale only go back to 1958. The industrial revolution is
blamed for increasing CO? level in the atmosphere. It is interesting that
some years ago plant physiologists sought to promote plant growth by
increasing CO? levels. Crops and trees grow faster when the CO? con-
centration is higher.

Deforestation has exacerbated this increase in CO? because there are
fewer trees to absorb the CO? produced in the combustion of fossil fuels.
For many years tree planting has been encouraged to reduce erosion
and soil degradation. Recently data from the UN suggests that defores-
tation has slowed globally to just 2% p.a., and that it would be stable
apart from two countries. This is to be commended. We have a divine
mandate to be wise stewards of this earth that the Lord has given to
man (Psalm 115:16).

Linking the facts of science together is where the difficulty comes. The
question of cause and effect; how are global temperatures related to
global CO? levels. From the carbon cycle we know how CO? levels could
increase. We also know that gases in the atmosphere stop long wave
radiation escaping from the earth’s surface- the greenhouse effect. But
there are many other factors to consider (like water vapour and other
gases), making a direct linkage between temperature and CO? a
‘consensus opinion’ rather than a ‘conclusive fact’.

This is where the word ‘sceptic’ gets introduced. If the ‘consensus’ of the
experts is that CO? has caused the rise in temperatures, then some
think it becomes a ‘fact’. Dr Naomi Oreskes quoted in the SMH
(16/11/06) found that none of the 928 papers she reviewed disagreed
with the consensus position. Remember how we were, and still are told
that since the consensus of the experts is that man came from monkeys,
and that the earth is billions of years old, then it is ‘scientific fact’.

People want to know the future so they extrapolate the temperature
graph into the future. The result is dramatic. The earth could be 5 °C
warmer in 50 years. That would mean sea levels would rise by 5m or
more, depending on who you ask. But the consensus is that we can stop
this predicted temperature rise. At last man can control the climate. We
can avert our own demise through drought and floods and storms and
overheating. This ‘consensus’ view remember is that CO? is causing
global temperatures to rise. Therefore we can and must stop CO? levels
from rising. This is the doomsday call from many today, from people who
cannot see beyond life on this earth. This is the call to arms to all man-
kind to fight against the elements that threaten our existence.

Those who don’t heed this call are condemned as sceptics. Those who
say ‘we should be responsible before God to manage his creation
wisely’ are rejected. Those who say ‘let us not exploit and waste the
earth’s resources for this is not pleasing to God’ are ridiculed. Those
who say ‘God made this earth and he is in control’ are shouted down.

The Word of God says there will be famines and earthquakes, along
with wars and rumours of wars, as the end approaches (Mat 24:7). The
whole creation groans and labours with birth pangs (Rom 8:22), not be-
cause man lacks knowledge about the earth and it’s climate, but be-
cause he lacks knowledge about God and refuses humble himself be-
fore God in repentance for his sin. m
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WORLD WATCH

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT
PASSES ON PETITION .....

Members of the Scottish Parliament
[MSPs] have passed on a petition to
Westminster calling for a return to Sunday
observance.

The plea for an official day of rest was
made by the Reverend Hugh Cartwright,
of the Synod of the Free Presbyterian
Church of Scotland. He said that the lack
of a day of rest was one of the main
causes of stress and family breakdown.

Mr Cartwright was joined by church elder
Alexander MacLean to make the case to
Holyrood's petitions committee. Mr Cart-
wright said: “We make no bones about the
fact that our primary motivation is reli-
gious. But our aim is also philanthropic in
the widest sense.” It was accepted that
there were some people who would still
have to work on Sundays, such as the
emergency services. However, he added:
"We believe that the observance of a day
in which all, except those who are en-
gaged in work of necessity or mercy, are
free at the same time would be highly
beneficial economically, socially and mor-
ally, as well as spiritually." Mr Cartwright
argued that the increased trend for work-
ing on Sundays had contributed to a re-
duction in order and respect in society.

Mr MacLean spoke about the pressures of
modern life. He said: “Stress and the 24/7
lifestyle are inseparable. People today are
so busy, one day follows another with re-
lentless pressure and no opportunity for
rest, relaxation or time to stop and think
clearly.”

However, Labour MSP Michael McMahon,
the committee convener, pointed out that
many of the methods he and others used
to relax, such as watching football and
playing golf, required others to work. Inde-
pendent West of Scotland MSP Campbell
Martin said: “Your petition, if it reached its
logical conclusion, would actually deny me
the right as an individual to determine
what | do on any particular day of the
week.”

The church believes due regard has not
been given to Scotland's Christian tradi-
tions, with a secular society emerging by
default. The petition came in the same
week that a bid to ban large stores from
opening on Christmas Day and New
Year's Day was backed by some MSPs.
- Source -BBC News
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MINISTRY MATTERS!

The Rev. George Ball continues his
encouraging articles on 2 Corinthians.

Ministering in Hope. 2 Corinthians 5:1-8.
Have you ever stood beside the windows at an airport
and looked out at the planes, the baggage tractors, the
fuel trucks and all the other vehicles with flashing lights
darting seemingly in every direction? It all appears a bit
chaotic. But imagine if you were invited up into the con-
trol tower, the goings on down below would take on a
different perspective. You would see the overall plan of
the airport and hear the directives going out from the
controllers. What seemed chaotic from the ground is in
fact from the control tower a well-ordered business. It’'s
important that we see things in perspective. No less is
true in the Christian life and in the work of ministry. Too
often we view things from the ground. What the apostle
wants us to do here is to climb up into the control tower
and get an overall perspective of everything. When we
do that it transforms how we view things on the ground.
When we do that it fills the present and the future with
hope. That’s what the apostle wants to

world were precisely those who thought most about the
next. It is since Christians have largely ceased to think
of the other world that they have become so ineffective
in this.”

2. Which is Better — a Tent or a House? [5:1-5]

Life here is a “tent” existence as compared to the heav-
enly life in a “building”. Paul knew all about tents; he
was a tent-maker by trade. Probably most of you know
something about tents too — and have a story to telll My
own abiding memory is camping in Salthill, on the west
coast of Ireland. We managed to get the tent up [just
about]. The weather was — “fresh” — let’s say. The wind
became a gale and the rain was driving. Being an old B.
B. camper this was a challenge. We weighted the pegs
with building blocks and used extra roping to tie the tent
down. All to no avail. The rain was getting in through
the seams, through the roof, through the floor, and the
tent was flopping in the gale. | had visions of it being
swept up into the bay. We needed help. It was now
about 5 am. We phoned Trevor and Shirley McCauley,
who fulfilled the Biblical mandate, “| was hungry and
you gave me food; | was thirsty and you gave me a
drink: | was a stranger and you took me in.” We finished
off that holiday enjoying a few
days in the warmth and security of

mpress Lpon us here In this passage = “The gift of the Holy | their home at 87 Ardilaun Road.
great Christian hope. He does it by L i The tent was abandoned. In fact
presenting to us a series of contrasts. Splrlt in our hearts is like the tent has never been ljsed

Please consider: God’s engagement fing since! The moral of the story is —

1. Which is Better — the Present or
the Future? [4:16-18]

| have just passed another birthday and
I’'m well and truly launched into my sec-
ond half century. | have the hair, the
glasses, and all the other features to
prove it. | am about to assume the title
“grandfather”. So | identify with Paul
when he says; “our outward man is perishing.” We all
have a use by date. We all have a short shelf life. And
some of us are nearer the expiry date than others. Now,
I’m not demeaning the present, or longing for the good
old days, but as Christians we believe the best is yet to
be. As we get older our horizons, instead of getting nar-
rower [like the unbelievers] should actually be getting
wider. The future state is infinitely better than the pre-
sent. See how the apostle compares it: -

- the present is light, the future is weighty

- the present is troublesome, the future is glorious

- the present is momentary, the future is eternal

- the present is seen, the future is unseen

This is the perspective with which we need to view the
present. We need to see things from the control tower.
In light of the coming glory, our present sufferings are in
the end, “light and temporary”, in no way to be com-
pared to the weight of everlasting glory which they are
preparing us for. “Set your mind on things above” is
Paul’s instruction to believers who are seeking to live
useful God pleasing lives.

You have heard the jibe, “Christians are so heavenly
minded that they are no earthly use.” C.S Lewis has
answered it best when he said, “If you read history you
will find that the Christians who did most for the present
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to us. It’s His pledge that
one day we shall be

united with Him forever
in heavenly bliss. ”

a house is better than a tent.

Paul tells us that life here on earth
is like living in a tent. There’s no
great security and you will for sure
be faced with the storms and the
elements. “Groans and burdens”
are now a mark of tent life. But
this tent is perfectly adequate be-
cause after all we are only “pilgrims and strangers” here
with no permanent residence. This body is only built to
last a short time. The last call will come, the final tent
site will be abandoned, and our pilgrimage will be over
and this tent will be destroyed - never to be used again.

By contrast, our heavenly life will be secure because
“we have a building from God, a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens.” Then Christ “will trans-
form our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glo-
rious body.” [Philippians 3:21]. “Then we shall be like
Him.” [1 John 3: 3]. Then we shall be His people per-
fectly bearing His image. There we will have eternity to
enjoy the hospitality of that splendid house of many
mansions. There will be no more storms, nor sorrow nor
crying nor pain. Those longing groans and sighs will
then be perfectly satisfied. I'm looking forward to mov-
ing house — aren’t you?

3. Which is Better — Old Clothes or New Clothes?
[5:2-4]. Here in the midst of talking about tents and
houses Paul also talks about being clothed and un-
clothed and being over clothed. The commentators
have spilled a lot of ink here about what they think Paul
means. The debate centres around exactly what is
meant by the “naked” condition of verse 3. It can be
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quite confusing. But | believe things should be as simple
as possible — and no simpler! Paul compares this physi-
cal, ageing body to a suit of clothes. Now after a few
years of wear and tear and constant use that once new
suit becomes threadbare. It certainly has lost its good
looks. A few stitches and patches may extend its life a
little longer - but not enhance its appearance. There
comes the day, sooner or later, when we decide to dis-
card the old suit and we go to Myer or David Jones
[when the sale is on!] and purchase a new one. That’s
the picture — we are born in our birthday suit and we die
worn, faded and threadbare.

Paul’s ultimate longing is not to be naked [verse 3], or
unclothed [verse 4], referring | believe to the intermedi-
ate state [ie. between death and the glorious coming of
the Lord]. Now there’s no doubt whatsoever that when
the believer dies the soul goes immediately to be with
the Lord. Think, for example, of Jesus’ words to the dy-
ing thief on the cross. But it’s also true that the bodies of
believers, though still united to Christ, rest in the grave
till the resurrection. [See Shorter Catechism 37]. Paul’s
longing is ultimately for a resurrection body — not some
kind of disembodied “spiritual” state. [See 1 Cor. 15: 35-
49]. The intermediate state is just that — it’s not the final
state. Paul states, “we want to be further clothed or
clothed over”. The apostle is looking forward ultimately
to the glorious return of Christ when our bodies shall be
raised to be with Him forever. Heaven means being
“over-clothed” or “fully clothed”. Heaven is when we
shall inherit that new suit of clothes, which is already
hanging in heaven’s wardrobe. Those new bodies,
which we shall have, will never age, wear, tear or be
discarded. It’s a classic tale of rags to riches. I'm look-
ing forward to receiving mine.

4. Which is Better — An Engagement Ring or a Wed-
ding Ring? [5:5]

Paul states, “it is God who has made us for this very
purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guar-
anteeing what is to come”. God'’s ultimate purpose for
our lives is glorification [see Romans 8:28-30]. This is
man’s chief end — to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.
The guarantee of our ultimate salvation is the fact that
God Himself has given us the deposit, the down pay-
ment, by giving us the Holy Spirit. The remainder of the
principal will be fully received when we are “at home
with the Lord”. The presence of the Holy Spirit in our
lives is God’s pledge to us that He will assuredly com-

plete the work, which He has begun in us. What we
have now is the deposit on the house — the guarantee
that one day we will have this “building from God".

It's interesting that in Modern Greek the same word as
is used for guarantee (arrabon) is also used for an en-
gagement ring. The engagement ring is a promise of
[hopefully] better things to come. Ask any young girl
who’s engaged which is better — an engagement ring or
a wedding ring? And she’ll soon tell you! The gift of the
Holy Spirit in our hearts is like God’s engagement ring
to us. It's His pledge that one day we shall be united
with Him forever in heavenly bliss. We shall be without
spot or wrinkle, holy and without blemish. I'm looking
forward to the wedding — aren’t you?

5. Which is Better - Home or Away? [5:6-8].

Home is where the heart is, or so it is said. Whether
you’'ve been away for a day or for a month you’re usu-
ally glad to get back home again. We enjoyed a visit re-
cently from Amanda of Ballybay in Ireland. She had
been to America, Canada, Fiji, and New Zealand and
after visiting Australia was heading toward Thailand and
Singapore. But, where was she looking forward to
most? Yes, home! [And she did arrive home safely].
But where is home for the Christian? Heaven is home.
Paul tells us that while we are at home in the body we
are absent from the Lord. In this life, for all our knowl-
edge of God and our belonging within His family, we are
never entirely “at home”. Here we are pilgrims and
strangers with no abiding home. Heaven is our true des-
tiny.

Henry C. Morrison, after serving for 40 years on the Af-
rican mission field, headed home by boat. On that same
boat also rode Theodore Roosevelt. Morrison was quite
dejected, when on entering New York Harbour, Presi-
dent Roosevelt received a great fanfare as he arrived
home. Morrison thought he should get some recognition
for 40 years in the Lord’s service. Then a small voice
came to Morrison and said, “Henry — you’re not home
yet.”

Can you really say home is where the heart is? C.S
Lewis has said, “Has this world been so kind to you that
you should leave with regret? There are better things
ahead than any we leave behind.” Let this be your per-
spective. Yes, for the believer the best is yet to be! I'm
looking forward to going home — aren’t you? m

[Continued from page 7]

In the Scriptures are many invitations — free, unre-
stricted, and unfettered — to people to come to Christ for
salvation. In the Gospel the Saviour is Divinely offered as
God’s provision for lost sinners. The invitation comes to
the individual not as one of the elect nor as one of the
non-elect, but as a condemned sinner desperately need-
ing salvation. His warrant to come to Christ is God's invi-
tation to him as a needy sinner. If, by Divine grace, he
looks in faith to Christ, he is saved. Being saved, he now
knows that it was God who made him, as a lost sinner, to
be dissatisfied, and to seek salvation. That "Divine un-
rest" in his heart was created by the Holy Spirit, Who
enlightened his darkened mind and opened his heart to
receive Christ.
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Also that person now knows that God did these things in
him and for him, because God chose to do so. Therefore
he can say, in truth, with the Apostle Paul, "By the grace
of God | am what | am™ (I1 Cor. 15: 10). Having been
spiritually changed, he recognises that he has experi-
enced the work of God in his soul, and that God has
done this in, His sovereign electing love to him. No
longer does he look with disfavour upon the doctrine of
election; rather he thanks and adores God, as in every
sense, the God of his salvation.

To such a one how refreshing and stimulating are the
Pauline words, "We know that all things work together for
good to them who love God, to them who are the called
according to His purpose"! [Romans 8: 28]. m
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ARCHIVAL....
DIVINE ELECTION - Rev. M.C.Ramsay

The Christian who candidly examines the Scriptures
in reference to election will surely perceive that this
doctrine is one of the great basic truths of Divine reve-
lation.

The doctrine is presented throughout the Old and New
Testaments. For example, God's choice of Jacob in
preference to Esau is declared. This choice or elec-
tion was not based on God's foreknowledge of their
characters and conduct, as the Apostle Paul empha-
sised: "For the children being not yet born, neither hav-
ing done any good or evil, that the purpose of God ac-
cording to election might stand." The Apostle added,
"not of works, but of Him who calleth" [Romans. 9:11].
Thus it is clearly asserted that election is not based
on foreseen works.

Some say that election is grounded on foreseen
grace. This would involve a reversal of the Divine
order, for the Scriptures teach not only that grace is
divinely given, but God bestows His saving grace
upon those whom He chooses. In Romans 9:16 it is
stated: "So then it is not of Him who willeth, nor of
Him who runneth, but of God who

spiritually dead. The Apostle Paul traced their salva-
tion to the "mercy” or undeserved kindness of God to
them in their unsaved condition. God had chosen
them in love to be His Own, and in pursuance of
that choice, had sent the Lord Jesus to redeem them,
and the Holy Spirit effectually to apply to them that
redemption. Therefore the Apostle attributed the
whole of their salvation to God's electing love of them,
as stated in Ephesians 1:4 "According as He [God]
hath chosen us in Him [Christ] before the foundation
of the world." It is true that they were not passive
but active, for they sought God and rested upon
Christ alone for their acceptance by God. But it was God
Who moved and enabled them to do these things. Simi-
larly every person today who comes in faith to Christ,
does so because the Holy Spirit leads him to do so.
Truly "salvation is of the Lord" [Jonah 2: 9.

From a multitude of Scriptural statements relative to
Divine election, for the sake of brevity we quote but
two. "But we are bound to give thanks always to God for
you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath
from the beginning chosen you to salvation" [2
Thessalonians 2:13); "Who hath saved us, and called
us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to His Own purpose and grace which was
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began" [2
Timothy [:9].

showeth mercy." We know on the testi-
mony of Scriptures that he who wills
and he who runs obtains salvation; but it
is likewise revealed that it is always God
who gives the grace to will and the
power to run - the will and the power
seek salvation. Many promises of God
are addressed to the seeker, and it is
emphasised that the seeker will find sal-
vation, but Scripture also declares that the
individual seeks, because God has
moved him to do so. Likewise the Word
of God states that God bestows the
grace to seek upon those whom He chose. Therefore in
the words of the Apostle it is all "of God, who sheweth
mercy."

The question is raised, why did God choose some, and
not all, to salvation? We do not know; God has not
revealed it. We may ask why did God in olden days
choose Israel and bless them richly, and did not
choose and bless all nations? We might think that
what was good for Israel, God would have bestowed
on all nations. He chose not to do so. Why? We do
not know. What we do know is that God acted according
to His own Holy will.

God chose His people from all eternity, and chose the
means whereby they should be saved. Also God's
choice of His people is a choice of love. There is a
wealth of instruction in Ephesians 2:4-5: "But God,
Who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He
loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened [given life to] us." Here the Apostle stated
that God had regenerated him and others, because
He loved them even when they were in their sins and
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Some professing Christians would
take the choice out of God's hands,
and place it in man's hands. Such per-
sons are surely ignorant of the fact that
men are naturally dead spiritually, and if
the choice were left to men, none would
turn to God. The testimony of Scrip-
ture is, "the natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God, for they
are foolishness unto him, neither can
he know them, because they are spiritu-
ally discerned" [1 Corinthians 2:14]. Man
left to himself, remains irrevocably dead and unsaved.

If we desire to please man, and especially man in
his sinful state of nature, we will not teach this doctrine.
But seeing that it is a truth clearly revealed and which
has fortified the people of God in all ages, we have a
dual reason for receiving it reverently and proclaiming it

plainly.

Many a person has said, "I wish to believe on
Christ, but cannot." Such have spiritual difficulties, and
should be directed to the God of all grace to ask Him
to send the Holy Spirit to give the needed light and
power to receive Christ. To such, this is a message
not of despair, but of hope and substantial encourage-
ment. As the Lord Jesus meets our needs as guilty sin-
ners, so the Holy Spirit meets our needs as helpless
sinners. The message of God in old time to Moses is as
true and as applicable today as then. "l will be gra-
cious to whom | will be gracious, and will show mercy
on whom | will show mercy." [Exodus 33: 19]. God is
sovereign in all things, even in the bestowal of salvation
on the individual. [Continued, page 6]
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THE MAN WITH TWO UMBRELLAS

Dr. Gordon Torgerson, a distinguished Massachusetts
minister, had this experience.

When he crossed the Atlantic one summer, he noticed
a man sitting in a deck chair reading the Bible. He sat
beside him and said, “Forgive my curiosity, but I'm a min-
ister. | see you here every day reading your Bible. |
assume you're a Christian, and I'm interested to know
how it happened.”

>

“Yes,” said the man, setting aside his
Bible. “I'm very glad to talk about that.
I'm a Filipino. | was born in a good
home in the Philippines, and some
years ago | came to the United States
to one of your fine universities to study
law. My first night onthe campus a stu-
dent came to see me. He said, “I've
come to welcome you to the campus
and to say that if there is anything |
can do to help make your stay here
more pleasant, | hope you'll call on
me.” Then he asked me where | went to
church, and | told him.

He said, “Well, | can tell you where that church is, but
it's not easy to find. It's quite a distance away. Let
me make you a map.” So he made an outline of the
way to the church and left.

“When | awakened Sunday morning, it was raining. |
thought to myself, ‘I'll just not go to church this morn-
ing. Surely | can be forgiven of this. It's my first Sun-
day on campus. It's raining hard, and the church is
hard to find - I'll get some more sleep.' Then there was

a knock on the door, and when | opened it, there
stood that student. His raincoat was dripping wet,
and on one arm he had two umbrellas.

He said, “l thought you might have a hard time finding
your church, especially in the rain. | will walk along
with you and show you where it is.” As | dressed to
go, | thought, ‘What kind of fellow is this? And as we
walked along in the rain under the two umbrellas, |
said to myself, ‘If this fellow is so concerned about my
religion, | ought to know something about his.’
| asked, “Where do you go to church?”
“Oh,” he said, “my church is just around the
corner.”
| said, “Suppose we go to your church
today, and we'll go to my church
next Sunday.”

| went to his church, and I've never been
back to my own. After four years, | knew
it was not law for me, but the minis-
try. | went to seminary and was or-
dained a minister and received an
appointment to a church back in
the Philippines.

That is a fascinating story of the most
important man in the world - the man with two um-
brellas. You go back to the beginning of Christian his-
tory, and you will find him or her. This type of person is
at the back of every convert and back of every Chris-
tian enterprise and movement in history - that un-
named fellow with two umbrellas, the person who
makes his or her Christianity so winsome, so useful, so
attractive, that other people want it and say, “I'll go
with you.” Like Ruth, they say, “Your people shall be my
people, and your God my God.” - From Maranatha

“With You There Is Forgiveness ...........”

Psalm 130:4

Forgiveness is something very precious. It is also some-
thing very powerful. It can change our lives. This espe-
cially applies in the experience God’s Forgiveness. Here is
an example about the power of forgiveness from a re-
cently published book by Octavious Winslow: Soul
Depths, Soul -Heights [Banner of Truth Trust, p 57. See
our review of this excellent book last month]

“A soldier was brought before his commanding officer
for a misdemeanour frequently committed and as fre-
quently punished. He had been tried, flogged, and im-
prisoned; but all to no purpose. He was an old and
incorrigible offender, whom no threats could dismay,
and no infliction reform. As the officer was about to re-
peat his punishment, the sergeant stepped forward, and,
apologizing for the liberty he took, said, “Sir, there is
one thing which has never been done with him yet.'
“What is that?” enquired the officer. “He has never been
forgiven.”
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Surprised at the suggestion, and yet struck with its force,
the officer meditated for a moment, then ordered the cul-
prit before him. “What have you to say to the
charge?” “Nothing, sir, only | am sorry for what | have
done.” “Well, we have decided to inflict no punishment on
this occasion, but to try what forgiveness will do.”

The criminal, struck dumb with astonishment, burst
into tears, and sobbed like a child. And what was the
effect? From that moment he was another and a
changed man. No longer the inveterate and hardened
offender - a plague to his regiment and a dishonour
to the service - he became one of the most well -
behaved and orderly men that ever wore the uniform
or bore the standard of his sovereign. Forgiven, he be-
came loyal and obedient: respect for military rule, and
the fear of dishonouring the service and degrading him-
self, henceforth became to him a law and a shield.”
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“THE EARTH IS MY FOOTSTOOL" tsaich ¢6:1

People today marvel at the earth and things on the
earth. Scientists are unfolding to us the complexity and
order of nature; Technology is utilizing nature; Conser-
vationists are seeking to preserve nature; and people
are attributing mysterious controlling power to “Mother
Nature.” The whole focus is now on the earth and na-
ture, and we must do all in our power to pre-
serve it.

The Bible offers to us the true perspective.
God says, “the earth is my footstool.” Or, to
put in more familiar words, “the earth is my
pouffe’. When you go to visit a person, you
don't ignore the person, and say: "What a
beautiful footstool - or pouffe!" You probably
don’t even notice it, because you'’re taken
up with the person! And even when you sit
down, the pouffe is a minor consideration.
Important people sit in the chairs — and the
kids - or the cat - have to sit on the pouffe!

Such, says the Lord, is Earth in comparison with myself:
It's the place where | put my feet! And if what we think
important — all the wonders of nature, and the achieve-
ments of humankind — is only God’s footstool, think how
great, and majestic, and glorious must be the one who
has Heaven as his throne! What we think is Big is not
very big with regard to our God. Its only his footstool.

And shouldn’t that remind us to put first things first? If

we admire earth and nature, how much more ought we
to admire the one who has it as his footstool. And if we
seek to understand earth and nature, how much more
ought we to seek to know and understand the One who
has Heaven as his throne, and the earth as his footstool.
Indeed, the truth of the matter is, that if we don’t seek to
know and reverence the One who has
earth as his footstool, we’ll never know,
appreciate, or possess the footstool! After
all, it is still God’s footstool, not ours, or
anybody else’s.

And that’s important to remember too!
Some people might take from this state-
ment that God doesn’t care about the
earth. That’s not the case. God does care
for it. When he made it he pronounced it all
very good. And the Bible reminds us that
the earth has a part in salvation. What is
emphasized here is not that the earth is
evil, and we should seek to escape from it,
like other religions teach. Rather, it emphasizes that in
comparison with God, it and we, are very small indeed.
If we admire earth, and what is in it, how much more
ought we to worship and serve the one who has it as his
footstool.

The next time you see a pouffe, think about this: “The
earth is my footstool.”

SEARCH WORK - DECEMBER, 2006

SENIOR SECTION 12 YEARS AND OVER; INTERMEDIATE 10-11 YEARS; JUNIOR 9 YEARS AND UNDER

SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE
Intermediate omit questions 7 and 8

1 CHRONICLES chapter 10

1. Beside Saul, who else died on the same day in
the battle with the Philistines?

2. Why did God kill Saul and turn the kingdom to
David? (2 verses)

Chapter 11
3. What did all Israel say to David when they

came to him in Hebron? (2 verses)

4. What feat did David require of the one who
would be chief and captain? Who was
successful?

5. What did the three mighty men do when David
longed for a drink of the water from the well
of Bethlehem? Why would David not drink the
water? (2 verses)

Chapter 12
6. When the captains of Benjamin and Judah came

to David, what words did Amasai speak in the
Spirit?
7. How are the children of Issachar described?
8. What was the feeling of the men of war and
the rest of Israel about making David king?

JUNIOR

MARK chapter 15

1 Why did Pilate release Barabbas and deliver
Jesus to be crucified?

2. What happened to the veil of the temple when
Jesus died, and what did the centurion say?
(2verses)

Chapter 16

3. What did the young man say to the women when
they entered the tomb? (2 verses)

4 What did the disciples do after the Lord had gone
to heaven?

SEARCH WORK TO: MRs I. STEEL.,, PO Box 193, EPPING 1710. E-mail: iesteel@gmail.com
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ACTIVITY PAGE......

THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS

Here are the 12 Disciples of Jesus. You’ll find them listed in Luke 6:12-16.
Can you work out which scroll belongs to each one?
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PCEA Family Camp ‘07"
“The Pre-eminence of Chwist”

WHEN: 5pmv Monday 8% - 2pmv Friday 12% Joanuawry 2007
WHERE: Naamawoo- Conference Centre, Lady Game Dr,
Lane Cove National Park, Sydney
Morning studies : Rev Johwv McCallumy — “The Cross”
MARK THIS DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR!!
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WEB WATCH.... Peter Gadsby

Last time, | said we would look at the web sites of some
Reformed and Presbyterian churches both in Australia
and overseas. However, we ran out of space before we
got to 'overseas'! Indeed, the amount of helpful material
on church web sites, and elsewhere, is truly overwhelm-
ing. There is probably little point in going to a church web
site in order to browse, unless you have many hours to
while away. Far better to decide what you are looking for,
and type some keywords into your favourite search en-
gine [eg. Google]. [Incidentally, my view just expressed
reflects the difference between the female and male ap-
proaches to 'shopping.' Think about it.]

Our church is a member of the International Conference
of Reformed Churches (ICRC), which has a website at
the following location:_www.icrconline.com. If you go
there, you will find a list of member-churches, and links to
their web sites [if they have one]. To choose one exam-
ple, follow the link to the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
[USA]. The OPC over more than 70 years of its existence
has been spiritual home to many fine Christian theologi-
ans and pastors. The home page contains links to other
resources, including the OPC magazine New Horizons --
the current issue as well as archives of past editions.
Other links will take you to the OPC Church Directory,
Audio Sermons, Great Commission Publications, and the
Trinity Hymnal.

Also on the ICRC members page is a link to the Free
Church of Scotland website, at www.freechurch.org.
This site has been redesigned, and is worth a visit if you
haven't been there recently. There is a Resource Library,
about which we read, "We hope that you will find the con-
tents of the Resource Library to be informative and use-
ful. Here we have a wide variety of resources ranging
from books, meditations and audio psalms." Every month,

the full Monthly Record magazine is posted on the Free
Church site as a .PDF file. You can access this at
freechurch.org/magazines/monthlyrecord.htm.
[Incidentally, if you don't have, and don't want to
download the Adobe Acrobat Reader bloatware, there are
alternatives for reading .PDF files. One of them is Foxit
Reader, available from www.foxitsoftware.com.]

There are, of course, many thousands of Christian web
sites accessible on the internet, and many of them con-
tain spiritually profitable material. One useful site is lo-
cated at www.biblegateway.com. You can look up Bible
passages in many different versions of the Bible both in
English and other languages. In English, you will find the
NIV, NAS, ESV, KJV, NKJV... even The Message para-
phrase. The 1915 edition of the International Bible Ency-
clopaedia is available to search at www.studylight.org/
enc/isb/. The list goes on and on...

Also available for free download are various Bible soft-
ware programs. If you have ever used a concordance to
the Bible, you know how slow it can be looking up the
verses where a particular word appears. Using a concor-
dance is well-nigh impossible if you want to look up
verses where_ two words appear, and here is where Bible
software is so far ahead of paper-based solutions. You
can specifiy words in various combinations, and in a
flash, the verses will be displayed on the screen. You can
pay a lot of money for sophisticated Bible software pro-
grams [eg. BibleWorks], but if you want just the basic
functions, you can obtain Online Bible (OLB) for Macin-
tosh and Windows platforms [l have used this program for
many years on my old Macs]. Check out www.onlinebible.
org for the European home of OLB or www.onlinebible.
net for the North American versions. If you are content to
use the KJV text, keyed to Strong's concordance number-
ing system, then the program is entirely free. Add-on
modules for copyright texts, such as NIV, etc., may be
purchased as well.

MISSION BRIEFS.. Peter Smith

It struck me just the other day how quickly 2006 is draw-
ing to a close. For most of us 2007 will fly by even more
quickly. Someone once said, “Time waits for no man.”
And it’s true! No matter what you do time marches on.
Yet there is something highly significant about time. Un-
fortunately though, the significance is lost on most peo-
ple. The world forgets that time is marked by the number
of years since the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ - AD,
Anno Domini, is Latin for ‘In the year of our Lord.’

It's sad to think that man, with all his sophistication, for-
gets that every ticking clock is an audible reminder of the
birth of the most significant person in history. And when it
comes to the 25" of December, crass materialism wins
the day and credit card debt skyrockets. In most cele-
brations the birth of our Saviour, “the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world,” doesn’t even feature.

Last week | received a brochure from Tear Australia,
called ‘[Arguably] The World’s Most Useful Gift Cata-
logue.” The idea is to buy for yourself or for your friend a
gift that will help needy people overseas. For example,
$5 can provide eye care for a person in Bangladesh. A
thorough eye examination is carried out and if necessary
corrective glasses and/or surgery is provided. In return
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you receive a card to give to your friend detailing the gift
given. For $45, you can reserve a desk in a primary
classroom for a child who would otherwise miss out in
Pakistan or Zimbabwe. The idea is good, particularly
when we have so much ourselves.

Reading that brochure though, reminded me of the mis-
sions that you as members of the PCEA support. Many
of them provide similar practical help in areas of health
and schooling. But in every case the good news of Jesus
Christ, the gospel, “the power of God unto salvation,” is
primary. Man’s greatest need is to know Christ and that
great salvation that only comes in Him.

Australian Indigenous Ministries (AIM) is the great mis-
sion field in our own back yard. Many indigenous people
are asking for missionaries to come and tell them about
this man called Jesus. The people are very needy, but
there are not enough missionaries. This is a vital work,
which God has blessed richly through the leadership of
Rev Trevor Leggott and Rev Cliff Letcher. Regrettably,
financial support for this important work is presently low.

As we approach the Christmas season | pray that you will
use the Missionary Prayer Notes to pray for the particular
missionaries we support. Perhaps you might like to give
a gift of support to the PCEA missions as you think about
giving gifts this Christmas. The Lord reminds us that “it is
more blessed to give than to receive” [Acts 20:35].
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SARAH’S DAUGHTERS....
Mary’s Spirituality — 2

Two other things stand out about Mary - her Reflec-
tive — or Meditative — Attitude and her Faith.
Mary’s Reflective Attitude
A number of writers speak about Mary as a meditative
person. J.G. Machen calls her a “meditative soul.” The
reason is not hard to find. On two occasions we're told
that she treasured up things she heard and reflected on
them. [1] For example, in Luke 2:19 - we have Mary’s
reaction to the report of the Shepherds concerning what
the Angels had said. She was amazed. But it also says:
“But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered
them in her heart.” [2] We have another example of this
spirit in their Visit to Jerusalem, when Jesus was twelve
years old. After they found Jesus, and after he de-
fended his action saying, “Didn’t you know | had to be in
my Father’s house” — we’re told that Jesus went to Naz-
areth and was obedient to them. “But his mother treas-
ured all these things in her heart.” [Luke 2:51]
The Critics
Its strange how unbelief works. Some have looked at
these verses and concluded that the Narratives aren’t
true! How could Mary not know what was
going on when the Angel had already told
her she was going to have a baby, and
he was going to be the Messiah. They
say: Either the Announcement of the Vir-
gin Birth is a fake, or, this “picture” of
Mary wondering what’s happening is a
fake. But what would the critics have said
if these verses weren't there? | suppose
they would say: This isn’t a true picture. It
shows Mary accepting everything, believ-
ing everything, knowing everything —
without one query! Unbelief is never satisfied. It finds
fault with everything! The truth of the matter is that true
faith and knowledge doesn’t rule out development in
faith and knowledge. Mary indeed appreciated some-
thing of what was happening. But she didn’t know eve-
rything — and each new event brought more under-
standing — and more questions concerning her son.
There was still room for wonder and growth even when
she was sure of other things.
Room for Growth
And isn’t it the same with us? We have true faith and
understanding of the Lord Jesus - and the Gospel — but
we don’t have complete understanding. There are still
many, many things for us to ponder in our hearts. In-
deed the more we know, the more we ponder! For us,
like Mary, there is wonder, and yet the exciting possibil-
ity of further growth — of learning more about the Lord
Jesus and our Salvation in Him. How will this come
about? In the same way it did for Mary: By treasuring up
in our hearts and pondering over all the information we
have about our Saviour and the great work God is doing
through Him. We need to Meditate. That’s quite distinct
from Daydreaming on the one side, and Trance like
states on the other. Christian Meditation is controlled
thought. It goes beyond reading to giving what we read
thought and application. Many people read. But few
really think about what they read. And yet, if we're to
grow as Christians we must not only read God’s Word.
We must ponder it in our hearts — as Mary did.
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Mary’s Faith
And then there’s her faith. And her faith is reflected in
Luke 1:38: “I am the Lord’s Servant,” Mary answered.
“May it be to me as you have said.” Mary passes
through Alarm, Astonishment, and Incredulity to Faith.
And in this one simple statement its clear that she has
surmounted two great obstacles.

[1] On the one hand, she surmounts the obstacle of its
apparent impossibility. That she, a young woman from
Nazareth should be the Messiah’s earthly mother was
strange enough. But how that was going to happen only
made it more impossible: Having a child without sexual
relations with a man. This immediately came to Mary’s
mind — verse 34 — and she has to be reminded that
“Nothing is impossible with God.”

[2] On the other hand, Mary had to surmount the obsta-
cle of shame and reproach. What would people say?
What would Joseph say — or do? A young engaged
woman pregnant! That wouldn’t be a non—event then as
it is in our society today. You can just imagine the gos-
sip — and the innuendo, and the slander. And yet, not-

withstanding it all, she says: “/ am the
Lord’s Servant. May it be according to
' your word.”

Its Strength.
Mary’s Faith reminds us immediately of
Abraham’s faith — a faith in the Almighty
Power of God: That He’s able to do what
he has promised, and that He’s able to
provide for His People. Mary refused to
set herself up as the judge of what was
possible or impossible. She left that in
the hand of God. He was the source of
the possible. If He said it, then it was
possible. And so she believed God. And a little later on,
Elizabeth celebrated Mary’s Faith with these words:
“Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord
has said to her will be accomplished.” [Luke 1:45]

Its Relevance.

And blessed indeed are all who have a similar sort of
attitude: To recognise and believe that God can do
seemingly impossible things. Zechariah wasn'’t sure that
God would do what He said. He asked: “How can | be
sure of this” [Luke 1:18] Many like him are concerned
with the how and the whether. Mary was only con-
cerned with the how — and when she was told, she ac-
cepted it and believed it.
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And shouldn’t that be our attitude too: To believe that
He loves us; that He will forgive us; and keep us; and
provide for us, and bring us to glory? He’s able — for
nothing is impossible with God — not even the salvation
of great sinners. Indeed we should take to heart Mary’s
words to the servants at the Wedding Feast in Cana of
Galilee. She said of her Son: “Do whatever He tells
you.” That not only shows us the estimate of her son. It
also expresses a simple principle by which she lived
and by which we should live: “Do whatever He tells
you.” And the last glimpse we have of Mary in the Gos-
pel record is that of a faithful disciple of Jesus gathered
with other disciples in an upstairs room [Acts 1:14]. Her
faith is no more — and no less — than any child of God
ought to have.. m
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1985 -

1856 — 1861 Rev.
1862 — 1870 Rev. William McINTYRE
1872 — 1893 Rev.
1901 — 1930 Rev. William McDONALD
1932 — 1935 Rewv.
1936 — 1943 Rev.
1944 — 1958 Rev.
1960 — 1981 Rev.
Rev.

CHURCH LIFE..

150" Anniversary of St Georges Congregation

During 1854 the Presbytery of Sydney of the Presbyterian Church of East-
ern Australia, erected a third charge in Sydney which became know as St
Georges. Two years later the Rev. McIntosh MacKay was called and in-
ducted on 12" May 1856. The first worship service of the congregation was
held on Sabbath 18" May 1856.

The congregation met in rented premises until the completion of a new
church building at 201a Castlereagh Street. This building was opened for
public worship in February 1860 and has been used continuously for ser-
vices ever since.

150 years of Christian ministry has been maintained from this pulpit in the
heart of the City of Sydney by the following ministers:

Dr Mclntosh MACKAY
Dr. George SUTHERLAND

Malcolm MacDONALD
Neil MacLEOD

Arthur ALLEN

Alvan McINTOSH
John McCALLUM

To mark the 150™ anniversary of the commencement of the congregation,
the present minister, Rev. John McCallum, on the 14™ May 2006 preached
from the same texts as those used by the Rev Dr Adam Cairns of Mel-
bourne and the Rev AJ Campbell of Geelong at the opening of the church
building in February 1860 viz. Matthew 28:19 morning service and Gala-
tians 1:8 evening service.

We give Him all Praise and Glory for His Preserving Grace.

Filling our needs....

The financial needs of the church Synod have been pro-
vided for thus far this year. The balances of the main
Working Funds as at 31/10/06 were:

$ 12,633 Missions (General Funds)
$ 91,650 Missions (DA Anderson Bequest)
$524,108 Missions (Relief Fund — M McSwan Bequest)

$(27,309) Overdrawn — Missions (T Leggott Stipend
Support)

$ 76,297 Stipend Relief (DA Anderson Bequest)
$(24,511) Overdrawn - Stipend Relief

$ 83,096 Training of Ministry
$ 7,598 Youth & Fellowship
$ 65,420 Synod General Funds

There are two working accounts temporarily overdrawn,
Missions - Tl Leggott Stipend Support ($27,309) and Sti-
pend Relief ($24,511). Any overdrawn balance in Mis-

sions - Tl Leggott Stipend Support existing at 31/12/06
will be cleared from Missions General Funds and/or the
DA Anderson Missions Bequest. Any shortfall in Stipend
Relief at 31/12/06 will also be cleared from the Anderson
Bequest for Stipend relief.

Donations approved by last Synod have since been paid
from the Missions accounts viz. Missions General Funds
$6,000 and Missions Relief Fund $28,100.

The Synod General Funds balance of $65,420 is after al-
lowing for an outstanding Car Loan of $14,040 being re-
paid by the Hunter-Barrington congregation. The balance
of $65,420 includes bequest monies of $45,902 (SN
Ramsay) and $12,406 (IC McKinnon). These funds are
available for the Synod to apply as it chooses.

Our thanks be to God for the provision of our temporal
needs, especially for those who have gone to be with
Him.

Alex Steel - PCEA General Treasurer.

NORTHERN RIVERS

The Northern Rivers Congregation has at last got its web site up and running. It's fairly basic at the moment, but
they're working on more elaborate things! You will find there at present the current issue of their newsletter each
week, and some sermons on the Book of Revelation in pdf format. The Audio is awaiting the increase of knowledge
in that area. The web site can be accessed through the main Church website.

December 2006
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PRESBYTERIAN AGENDA

THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION
OF FAITH

- By the Rev. Sam Tamata,

Hunter—Barrington Congregation
The Westminster Confession of Faith was prepared by
an assembly of divines meeting at Westminster, Eng-
land. This assembly of “learned, godly and judicious Di-
vines” was called in 1643, by the English Parliament to
provide advice on issues of worship, doctrine, govern-
ment and discipline of the Church. They began their de-
liberations on July 1, 1643 in the Chapel of Henry VII,
but because of the cold weather of winter approaching,
were moved to the so called “Jerusalem Chamber” on
October 2, 1643, and there they met until all their work
was done. They sat in 1,163 numbered sessions until
February 22, 1649.

Church historians agree that this was one of the most
learned bodies ever assembled on this earth for the for-
mulation and promulgation of Christian truth. These di-
vines were the intellectual cream of the British Isles and
they were carefully selected on the basis of learning and
intellectual gifts. More than that, they
were marked by a deep and genuine
spirituality. For the full period of their

one whole day of each month for
prayer and fasting. They were men

“ the Westminster
labour, it was their practice to set aside Confession of faith has
served as the principal

thought out statement ever penned, of the elements of
evangelical religion, but also one which breathes the fin-
est fragrance of spiritual religion. Their most influential
work, The Shorter Catechism, was intended for an intro-
duction to the Christian faith.” G. H. Clark adds, “What in
that day was a compendium for children, the Shorter
Catechism, is today more than ample for a seminary
graduate requesting ordination of presbytery.”

The first Church to adopt the Confession was the Church
of Scotland. On August 27, 1647, the General Assembly
“found” the Confession “to be the most agreeable to the
Word of God, and in nothing contrary to the received
doctrine, worship, discipline and government of the Kirk”
and declared: “The General Assembly doth, therefore,
after mature deliberation Agree unto and Approve the
said Confession as to the truth of the matter, (judging it
to be most orthodox, and grounded upon the Word of
God;) and also as to point of uniformity, agreeing for our
part, that it be a common Confession of the faith of the
three Kingdoms.”

So the Westminster Confession of faith has served as
the principal subordinate standard of the Church of Scot-
land and Presbyterian churches all over
the world. Office bearers, particularly
ministers and elders subscribe to it as
the confession of their own faith. They
profess loyalty to all its doctrines and

who were prepared intellectually and subordinate standard vow to “assert, maintain and defend”
spiritually for their task, and this is of the Church of Scot- (hem to their utmost ability.

seen in the thoroughness of their work. .

There was a rule which they had laid LIl PreSbyte”an But the situation has been changing
down for themselves as a guide for churches all over the over recent years. Some Presbyterian
their discussions: “What any man un- world....... ” denominations have relaxed the terms

dertakes to prove as necessary, he

shall make good out of the Scriptures”. Every Monday
morning each member was required to take a vow,
which was read to all the members: “| do seriously prom-
ise and vow in the presence of Almighty God, that in this
Assembly where | am a member, | will maintain nothing
in point of doctrine, but what | believe to be most agree-
able to the Word of God; nor in point of discipline, but
what may make most for God’s glory and the peace and
the good of His Church”. Although some of these men
were brilliant contemporary philosophers, they never per-
mitted one iota of human philosophy to influence their
Confessional Statement.

Richard Baxter, a Puritan of no mean feat himself, and
contemporary of the Westminster Divines wrote an
evaluation in his autobiography, where he stated, “The
Divines there congregated were men of eminent learn-
ing, godliness, ministerial abilities and fidelity; and not
being worthy to be one of them myself, | may the more
speak the truth; even in the face of malice and envy,
that, as far as | am able to judge by the information of all
history of that time, and by any other evidence left us,
the Christian world, since the days of the Apostles, had
never a Synod of more excellent divines (taken one
thing with another) than this and the Synod of Dort.

In the opinion of B. B. Warfield, “The Westminster Di-
vines left to posterity not only the most thoroughly
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of subscription. No longer is the sub-

scription to the whole doctrines of the
Confession asserted but only to such, as are seen to be
essential and fundamental. There are Presbyterians who
regard the Westminster Confession as a meaningless
form to which lip service is paid at ordination.

There are some Christians who are opposed to any form
or idea of a Confession of Faith. For them the Bible is
their confession and the heart of their religion. One can
understand their fear, because they are jealous of any-
thing which might encroach on the authority of Scripture.
But this is a misunderstanding of the purpose and need
for the Confession. The Confession is always subordi-
nate. The Scripture alone is always the supreme stan-
dard. This was a fact that the Westminster Divines
strenuously defended. According to the Westminster
Shorter Catechism SC2 “The Scripture of the Old and
New Testaments is the only rule.” It is not a rule but the
only rule. It is the only writing which has inherent canoni-
cal status. Westminster Confession 1:10 expressed it
even more emphatically. “The supreme judge, by which
all controversies of religion are to be determined, and all
decrees of Councils, opinions of ancient writers, doc-
trines of men, and private spirits, are to be examined and
in whose sentence we are to rest, can be no other but
the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scriptures.” It was never
the intention of the Westminster Divines, or indeed the
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Reformers, that the Confession should usurp the place of
Scripture or even to be placed on the same level with the
word of God. The Confession was subordinate and not
supreme. It was not inherently authoritative. It was not
above revision. It was binding only in so far as it was bib-
lical. The compilers of the Scots Confession of 1560 ex-
pressed it thus, “Protesting that if any man will note this in
our Confession any article or sentence repugning
[contrary] to God’s holy Word, that it would please him of
his gentleness, and for Christian charity’s sake, to ad-
monish us of the same in writing; and we of our honour
and fidelity do promise unto him satisfaction from the
mouth of God (that is from His holy Scripture) or else ref-
ormation of that which he shall prove to be amiss.” This
does not mean, of course, that they would change or
amend them to suit and satisfy every whim of man and
any and every change of theological fashion but there
was a readiness to modify if they could be shown to be
unbiblical, in any particular.

The questions may be raised in our days. “Do we need
the Westminster Confession of Faith?” How can a Con-
fession compiled over three hundred years ago be of use
to us today?” There are at least two reasons why we still
need the Westminster Confession as our subordinate
standard today.

Firstly it serves as a bond of union between Christians
holding to a common faith. It underscores the doctrines

they hold in common. Furthermore it commits them to of-
fer help and support to each other in the defense and
maintenance of these doctrines. Where these doctrines
are intelligently and conscientiously accepted, it draws
and holds together men who believe and are committed
to the Christian faith as embodied in the Reformation and
Augustinian tradition. They are united, not by some vague
respect for Scripture but by a deep rooted commitment
and adherence to its message.

Secondly the Confession is a standard. By this we do not
mean that it is the standard by which an applicant for
membership is received. It is rather the standard which
applies to the candidates for ruling and teaching offices. It
is a kind of theological norm by which the Church can be
assured of the orthodoxy of her teachers and rulers. The
Westminster Confession has never been imposed by any
Presbyterian Church as a condition for church member-
ship. The church has no right to impose anything as a
condition for membership, that Christ has not made a
condition for salvation.

Those who hold office and rule in the Church can only
continue, in so far as they maintain and adhere to the
doctrines contained in the Westminster Confession. After
all we would not want any to be inducted into any of our
congregations who doubted or denied such fundamentals
as the Virgin Birth, the resurrection of Christ, the Trinity or
the Divine Decrees. m

CHURCH NEWS..
MANNING RIVER. The Lord has blessed us with

new life in recent times. On 23 August, Hannah Sophia
White was born, a daughter for Chris and Sandy (nee Al-
ley), and a sister for Alex and Anthony. On 11 November,
Teresa Martin (nee Alley, Sandy's cousin) gave birth to
Reuben Clive, a son for Andrew and Teresa, and a
brother for Nick, Kyle and Ethan. We thank the Lord for
the safe arrival of these precious .
bundles.

On 29 October, the Congregation
welcomed three new communicant |
members: Miss Pauline Burton,
Mrs Jeanette Burton and Mr Paul
Dyson. Mr Dyson also received
the ordinance of baptism, and all
three joined the Congregation in
their quarterly celebration of the
Lord's Supper.

Sadly, we also lost a church mem-
ber -- Mr Donald Richardson
Murray, 84, passed away on Fri-
day 3 November. Don was a WW2
veteran, and for many years
farmed in the local area. The fu-
neral service, which followed the interment in the Tinonee
Cemetery, was very well attended. Former PCEA elder,
Malcolm Moore (a nephew) spoke of Don's life and Peter
Gadsby preached a message on the Christian's hope in
Christ.

The garden at the front of the Taree church building was
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dismantled during work on the foundations, but on 11 No-
vember, a team of willing workers, led by Mrs Lynne
Reed, re-established it. Our Pastoral Worker, Neil Robin-
son, has been carrying forward the sub-division of church
land at Tinonee, and, as reported in last month's Banner,
the Central Presbytery granted permission for the sale of
disused church property at Bunyah. [This matter is tem-
porarily in abeyance, pending the hoped-for revival in that
area alluded to by the magazine Editor.]

On Lord's Day evening 12 November, we were encour-
aged to have a number of visitors
at the Tinonee Bible Fellowship:
this meeting continues under the
care of Messrs Robinson and
Gadsby, while Rev.Jim Cromarty
1\ leads the Wingham Bible Fellow-
= ship every Sunday afternoon.

== On 19 November, the Congrega-
w tion witnessed the induction of

N two new office-bearers: Messrs

Keith Barlin and Ron Jones were

installed as deacons. We thank

the Lord for these godly men and

their gifts for ministry.

We are looking forward to our

- — next Missionary Gift Evening: the
Ladies' Missionary Society have arranged this for 2 De-
cember, and the guest speaker is to be Mr lan Conley, a
member of our Synod Missions Committee, who will talk
about the Lord's work in Peru.

[Photo: L-R Miss Pauline Burton, Mr. Neil Robinson, Mr.
Paul Dyson and the Rev Peter Gadsby] Inset: Mrs
Jeanette Burton]
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INTERACTION.....

READY, SET ....

By the time you read this, some of you may have sam-

pled the new web presentation over and above the pdf.
Format! It's a kind of pledge of things to come! Over the
last few weeks, it has been a very steep learning curve,

We are also looking closely at the "complimentary” copy
list. Some magazines are now on line, and can be ac-

cessed from there. By the same token, The Presbyterian
Banner is now available. We will be in contact with those

as I've tried to become familiar with web construction,
downloading, and uploading and indexes, and what you
can do and what you can't do. As you can see,
I'm still learning. This is not the final product.
It's just a pilot issue to see what can be done.

However, the use of the web does open up a
lot of possibilities for an editor! No longer is
one as restricted to page size as previously.
And of course the photographs look beautiful!
The problem is, will anyone read it when it is
produced in that format? We don't know. All
we can do is cast our bread upon the waters,
and see what the Lord will do.

Meanwhile we'll continue to produce the
printed copy each month for those who can't
access it from the web. But please make your decision
about the printed copy by the end of the year, and let us
know - or don't let us know - as the case may be. If you
don't renew your subscription by the 15th January, your
subscription will cease. If you have paid in advance and
we have missed you out don't hesitate to remind us

though! ing in every part of it.

from whom we receive complimentary copies in due
course.

I'm hopeful that a good number will opt to re-
ceive the Banner by way of a pdf file, or by e-
mail. Indeed a number have already indi-
cated they wish to receive it in this way. |
also hope that Congregations will be organ-
ized to produce it locally. I've been greatly
impressed by the measure of good will with
which this suggestion has been received by
Congregations. Thank you for your own en-
thusiasm in this respect.

May | take this opportunity to thank readers
and contributors. Thank you for your com-
ments - even the ones that say we belong in
the 50's! And thanks to those who have responded so
readily when asked for contributions! Please keep it up:
Many hands make light work.

| trust that you will all have a safe and happy holiday,
and that in the New Year, you will know the Lord's Bless-

CLOSING DATE FOR MATERIAL: 15th of Each Month.
WEB PAGE ISSUE : 1st of Each Month [DV].

Note: The magazine is not printed for January.

MAKE YOUR CHOICE NOW!
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TARTING FROM 2007 THERE ARE THE FOLLOWING OPTIONS:-
Access to the Magazine on the Web - Absolutely Free!!

Ask Your Minister or Friend to Download /Print / Copy it - Probably Free!!
Ask Your Congregational Representative to get it for you - $20.

Ask us to send it directly to you each month - Hardcopy $25; E-mail- $0.
Decide what you want to do—and act NOW.

ooooao

If you have access to the Internet now, why not have a trial run with the magazine
on the Church Web site? You will need an Adobe Reader to read the file. If you
don’t have one, you can download one free from the Adobe website.

THE NEW WORD ON THE BLOCK!
“ANTDISPENSATIONALNEWCOVENANTMENTARISM”

No it’s not the name of a place in Wales! It’'s the name of a sermon that appeared
on the website, SermonAudio. | was attracted to because one of the listeners
had said: “Great name!”

This is a case where the author tried to make “the name say it all.” | listened to it,
and it was actually a very good sermon by a Reformed Baptist Pastor in the
United States. He took as his text Matthew 5:17-20 and pointed out that many
preachers make Jesus say exactly what he said he didn’t come to do—to take
away the Law. You can guess who he has in mind! It's worth a listen.

The Presbyterian Banner is the
official magazine of the Presbyterian
Church of Eastern Australia. The
PCEA was established in 1846 and
adheres to the Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith (1647) as its doctrinal
standard.

Literary contributions are welcome
although a stamped envelope should
be included for a response to unsolic-
ited material. Submission by email is
preferred.

Unsigned articles are by the Editor.
The opinions expressed in signed arti-
cles are those of the authors not nec-
essarily of the editor or the PCEA.

Editor:

Rev. Ray Murray,

33 Tallowood Street,

South Grafton,

NSW, 2460.

Tel/Fax 02 6643 4272.

Email: raymurray @ aapt.net.au.

Subscriptions [11 Issues per year]
Within Australia, $25 [Bulk $20]
Overseas : Aud $40 Airmail.

Direct Credit:
Westpac 032-587 750105
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