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PERSUASIVE EVANGELISM!

"We are setting out for the place about which the Lord said, 'l will give it to
you.' Come with us and we will treat you well, for the Lord has promised good
things to Israel." [Numbers 10:29]

Our personal Evangelism must be persuasive! If we're going to encourage others to
leave everything behind and join with us in our journey, then we must have some
good reasons ready. No one is going to leave their former life, and their sins, unless
they’re convinced that there’s something far better. It’s only the Holy Spirit who can
draw a sinner to Christ. Personal Evangelism must be surrounded with prayer to
God — that He would open the way, prepare the heart, and give new life. But this
doesn’t mean that we do nothing. The Lord usually uses means to bring a person to
himself — and one of those means is undoubtedly the persuasive words and concern
of others, urging them, in the spirit of Moses, “Come with us and we will treat you
well.” Moses didn’t spare himself in seeking to persuade Hobab to join with him and
the People of God. He offers [1] The Care and Concern of himself and the People of
God; [2] A Share in a Wonderful Inheritance; and [3] Personal Fulfiiment in Life.

The Care and the Concern of God’s People
Moses offers to Hobab the care and loving concern of himself and the People of
God. “Come with us,” he says, “And we will treat you well.” [AV - “ we will do thee
good.”] The path may not always be easy, but you can count on our support — our
friendship; our love; and our practical help. We won’t keep all the blessings God
gives us to ourselves — and leave you out in the cold.

And isn’t that what we ought to offer those whom we wish to bring in — Care, Love,
and Fellowship such as the world cannot provide. The Church is a revolutionary
place — a sanctuary — where lonely, estranged, and wandering people might find a
home, and a place to belong — a sample of that society of peace, joy, and love that
will one day fill the earth. It won't be a perfect place. We're there! But it should be —
must be — a different place where people will be cared for and where, when hard de-
cisions have to be taken, they’ll be taken in love. Love, Jesus tells us, is the distin-
guishing mark of his disciples. By this, he says, people will know you’re my disci-
ples — if you love one another.

But it’s right here that we meet a big difficulty. The Church can become like the world
and in some cases its care and fellowship even less than the world’s. That shouldn’t
be — and must not be. We must put our own house in order. We have to ask: Are we
showing the care for others that flows out of the experience of God’s goodness to
us? We can even be more pointed. Are we cliquish in our love? Its easy to show love
and concern for those who have identical interests. But what about those who are
“different’? Sometimes, to avoid the issue, we turn it around, and make ourselves the
victim — and ask: Why don’t people show love and compassion to me? But that’s not
the issue. It’s not what others do but what we do that we have to be concerned
about. And we’re duty bound by the Law of our King to show Care and Concern irre-
spective of what others may do.




A Share in a Wonderful Inheritance.

But Moses also offered Hobab a Share in a Wonderful
Inheritance. At verse 32, he say this: “If you come with
us, we will share with you whatever good things the
Lord gives us.” God had not only promised to lead his
People, and provide for them; he had promised them a
rich inheritance. And here Moses assures Hobab that if
he comes along with them, this Inheritance will be his
too. The Supreme Good will be his too..

And isn’t that an offer we can make too? We can
promise them a share in a rich and glorious inheri-
tance: Eternal Life. Here, we can say, we may have
some joy. But at best it’'s mixed with so much sorrow
and pain. And if we do live here without beginning that
spiritual journey to heaven, then all that awaits us at
the end of life’s journey is more pain and sorrow. How
much better, we can urge, to begin now that spiritual
journey that will result, not in eternal separation from
God, but in eternal glory. Being the heirs of God and
joint heirs with Christ, we’ll possess Him in all his glory
and richness. We’'ll be conformed to the image of
Christ; and dwell with him in a redeemed and rejuve-
nated Creation. “Yes,” we can say, “This is our future.
And it can be your future too if you come with us: If you
embrace the Lord Jesus, confess his name, and go
with us to that Promised Land. All the
good the Lord has promised us will be
yours. But if you stay where you are,
and as you are, it will be at tremen-
dous cost.”

If we’re going to be persuasive in our
evangelism we cannot afford to leave

“Moses ... didn’t offer to
Hobab a happy hour at
the Club every day, or a

tour around Australia; or
a frail friendship up to

with the prospect of a rich inheritance, he’ll entice him
with the opportunity for service.

Here we’re reminded of an event years later when Je-
sus rested at Jacob’s Well near Sychar in Samaria. A
woman came out to draw water, and he said to her:
“Give me a drink”[John 4:7] In the interest of gaining
her attention he asked a favour from her. He gave her
the opportunity to minister to him, in order that he
might minister to her, and lead her into true spiritual
riches.

We need to be like Him in seeking to gain the interest
of others, even giving them the opportunity of minister-
ing to us, in order to persuade them to join with us in
our heavenly journey. And surely we can offer to any-
one Personal Fulfilment in the Kingdom of God.
There’s not only room for all. There’s a job for every-
one, where they can find a use for every gift they have,
and meaningful work in the service of God. They don’t
have to cease being what they are, or get rid of what
they have! The tragedy today is that many find no
meaning in work. When people begin to think about the
question: Why work? some of the answers can be-
come demoralising, and devastating. But for the Chris-
tian, work has eternal significance because one day
they’ll enter into all the fruits of their labour. Work done
for the Lord — any work done for the Lord — and for his
glory will never loose its reward.

And so Christians can offer Personal
Fulfilment — meaningful work to the
honour and glory of God. We would say
Come! God needs you in His Kingdom.
There’s opportunity for service, and the

out this aspect. We must become death! He offered him  exercise of all you gifts in the company
adept at bringing home to those to something real and sub- of GOd. S Peopkl)e. Q” y_ourdtglenti and
whom we speak the glory of God'’s stantiall” expertise can be baptised into the ser-

Salvation, and the prospect of having

a share in it. But we must also speak

about the price of doing nothing - as our Lord did on
numerous occasions in his ministry. If we can’t draw
people with the beauty of Christ and what he’s able to
give, we must press home upon them the awfulness of
the alternative.

Personal Fulfillment
And then, Moses also offered to Hobab Personal Fulfil-
ment — the opportunity to use his gifts in the service of
God. At verse 31 he says: “Please don't leave us. You
know where we should camp in the desert, and you
can be our eyes.” When Hobab hesitates, Moses is
ready with yet another argument to persuade him. “We
can use your gifts — your knowledge, your understand-
ing, your expertise! You can be of tremendous assis-
tance to us. You don’t have to leave behind any of your
abilities, or qualifications.” This doesn’t mean they’re
not going to trust the Lord to lead them! It's simply the
recognition that God uses means — the gifts and abili-
ties of men and women - in bringing His People to
Glory. In that journey, there’s work for Hobab and eve-
ryone else. God would go before them. But Hobab,
with his local knowledge, would be a great help in ne-
gotiating the difficult country through which God would
lead them. And so, if Moses cannot entice Hobab with
the promise of good companionship and friendship, or
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vice of the King, and there you will find
your true self, and a full life.

The Conclusion of the Matter
Moses was very persuasive — offering care; blessing;
and fulfilment in the Service of God and his People. He
didn’t offer to Hobab a happy hour at the Club every
day, or a tour around Australia; or a frail friendship up
to death! He offered him something real and substan-
tiall And we ought to study these reasons, as well as
the people we reason with, in our endeavour to win the
hearts of men and women and boys and girls for the
Lord Jesus. We need to think about what we can of-
fer — and be persuasive in our evangelism too.

Sometimes we’re selfish in evangelism! We think what
we can get, rather than what we have to give: Another
Church Member; A Bigger Church; More Money in the
Plate; a Feather in our Cap — something that would
make us look a little less mean and contemptible. Its
possible to preach Christ with wrong motives — as the
Apostle Paul reminds us. That’s better than him not be-
ing preached at all! But how much better to preach
Christ — not for what we can get, but for what we have
to give. And if any are not already on that journey now,
we—the Church—say to you: “Come with us, and we
will treat you well”. We promise you our care; a rich in-
heritance, and personal fulfilment in the service of
Christ. |}
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BLOGGING ABOUT.......

MARTIN LUTHER
On the 31 October, 1517 something happened that deeply affected the
course of European History — and indeed our own history and life — and
continues to do so today. A Monk was annoyed at something that was
happening, and he went down to the Church door in the town of Witten-
berg in Germany and nailed a piece of paper on it. On the piece of paper
was written 95 statements criticising what some people were doing. One
could hardly have thought that such a small act would do much good, or
have much result. But it had such a profound influence that it affected the
whole of Western society from his day to ours.

That man was Martin Luther, who, on the 31% October, 1517 nailed his 95
theses to the Church door in Wittenberg — and thus began, under God,
the great spiritual movement which we now call the Reformation. Not
many people will be remembering the anniversary of the Reformation. |
doubt whether you’ll see it mentioned in the newspapers, or hear about it
on the TV. We remember other anniversaries of battles and victories —
but not the anniversary of the Reformation. But even if it isn’t remem-
bered, we, the heirs of the Reformation, should remember it and notice it.
For if there had been no Reformation there would have been no Patrick
Hamilton, no George Wishart, no John Knox, no Church of Scotland, and
no PCEA! What Luther did was nothing less than rediscover, and uncover
the Gospel. And surely a man and an event and a movement that gave us
the Gospel is worth remembering — and remembering with thanksgiving.

Luther’s Life.
Martin Luther was born in 1483 in Germany. He was the son of a miner —
who later became a manufacturer. His great desire was that his son Mar-
tin should become a lawyer. But Martin had other ideas. One day when
he was 22, he was caught in a fierce thunderstorm. He was terrified, and
in his terror he cried out to one of the saints he’d been taught to pray to:
“Help St. Anne — and I'll become a Monk.” He wasn'’t hurt, but true to his
vow, 15 days later he entered an Augustinian Monastery. His father was-
n’t very happy at all. When he was ordained a priest in 1507, his father
said to him: “Did you not read in the Scripture that one should honour
one’s father and mother?” But in the Providence and Goodness of God,
God had a great work lined up for him to do and equipped him for it. [He
obtained his BA in 1502, and his MA in 1505].

When he was about 30 — after years of study, first at school and then at
University, Luther became a Professor of Biblical Studies at the University
of Wittenberg, where he lectured and preached until his death in 1546 at
the age of 63. It was at Wittenberg that he went through the great spiritual
crisis that turned him into first a Christian, and then a Reformer. It was
from this German town that the Reformation spread throughout Europe
with tremendous speed.

His Spiritual Experience.
As a young man Luther was deeply aware of two things: The holiness and
Righteousness of God expressed in his Law; and his own sin and failure
to come up to God’s standards. And his great question was this: “How
can |, a sinner, find acceptance with God.” How can | find forgiveness and
peace? How can | know that God accepts me.”

Now you might think that being a monk and a priest it would be easy for
him to find an answer. But the Church didn’t help him at all. It suggested
at least two ways in which he could find relief. [1] One way was the way of
self — help. That is, it said that if he wanted to find peace he should go
into seclusion, renounce the world, and engage in rigorous religious du-
ties. He did this, but he didn’t get any peace.

[2] Another way it suggested was through what was called the Sacrament
of Penance, made up of contrition for sin, confession of sin, and satisfac-
tion for sin. Luther tried this — but the difficulty he found was this: How can
you be sure you’ve really confessed your sins; or really repented enough
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THE RISING GENERATION.

At last we have incontrovertible proof that
the rising generation is much more alert,
adventurous, and innovative than previ-
ously thought. Below we reproduce a
question set at a GCSE [Great Britain]
maths examination, together with one an-
swer which was given to it. The ruling of
the Department of Education with respect
to it was as follows:- “After careful scru-
tiny, the Department of Education has
accepted the student’s answer in this in-
stance, but has instructed examiners to
be more explicit in setting exam ques-
tions in future.”

3. Find x.

AUSSIE VALUES..

Much is being made at present about
Australian “values”. The Prime Minister
is calling upon the Muslim Community to
exercise their influence on what is re-
garded as extremist elements within
their ranks to embrace them. And Mr
Beazley is suggesting that all visitors
coming to Australia should sign a state-
ment committing themselves to observe
“Australian values.”

The Government is trying to cope with a
difficult situation. But it is responses to
difficult situations that can make a bad
situation worse. The big question in
making a statement on “values” is who
is going to draw it up, and how is it go-
ing to be policed. For example, we be-
lieve in freedom of speech and freedom
of religion. We believe the Bible, includ-
ing the OT, to be the very Word of God,
the Sovereignty of God, the sinfulness
of people, and the substitutionary death
of Jesus. How will we fare with a state-
ment of ‘Values” drawn up by those who
no longer hold such “values?” We may
find ourselves in the same position as
some Muslims who believe very strongly
in the teaching of the Koran. What we
need is a reaffirmation of our old values
of freedom of speech, and freedom of
religion, and the rule of Law. Then we
can have a robust and frank discus-
sion—the mark of a healthy democracy.
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for your sins to satisfy God?

All the time he was looking for something he could do — or had to do —to
find acceptance with God. His struggle continued for many years — right up
until about 1515. His spiritual leaders and advisors were at a loss to know
how to deal with his problem. They even sent him on a Pilgrimage to Rome
to see if that would help, but he came back more disillusioned than ever.
He could find no peace.

In 1515 two important things happened. First, he began to study the writ-
ings of Augustine —a man who had come to experience God’s forgiveness
in Christ. He began to learn about God’s Grace. And then in that same
year [1515] he began to lecture on Paul’s Letter to the Romans. He came
to Romans 1:17 — which says that the righteousness of God is revealed in
the Gospel. And as he thought about that he got very despondent and an-
gry. He says he was on the verge of Blasphemy. He thought to himself:
“How can the Gospel be good news if it reveals the righteousness of God?”
He thought “the righteousness of God” in this verse referred to God’s Holi-
ness — his strict adherence to his Law, His hatred of sin, and the fact that
he would punish the sinner. So, thought Luther, if the Gospel only reveals
God's Holiness — if it only reveals God’s demands — it can never be good
news to the sinner. Even the Gospel, then, must mean only condemnation,
because it reveals the need not only for outward conformity to God’s Law,
but inward purity as well. He was looking at Jesus as a new Law Giver.

This is how Luther described his experience at the time. He wrote: “For
however irreproachably I lived as a monk, I felt myself in the presence of
God to be a sinner with a most unquiet conscience, nor could | believe that
| pleased him with my satisfactions. | did not love, indeed | hated this just
God, if not with open blasphemy, at least with huge murmurings for | was
indignant against him saying, “as if it were not enough for God that miser-
able sinners should be eternally lost through original sin, and oppressed
with all kinds of calamities through the law of the ten commandments, but
God must add sorrow on sorrow, and even by the Gospel bring his wrath
to bear. Thus I raged with a fierce and most agitated conscience.”
[Encyclopaedia Brittanica: Article on Luther]

But yet, he says, he “continued to knock away at Paul in this place, thirst-
ing ardently to know what he really meant.” [ibid] until finally, in the mercy
of God he came to understand that the righteousness God reveals in the
Gospel is a righteousness that he provides in Christ for sinful people. And
the discovery of this truth brought joy, liberty, and peace into Luther’s
heart. Listen to how he describes it: “At last | began to understand the jus-
tice of God as that by which the just man lives by the gift of God .... At this
| felt myself to have been born again, and to have entered through open
gates into paradise itself.” [ibid]. He had discovered the great doctrine we
now know as Justification by Faith.

If we’ve been made conscious of our sins, and the Holiness of God, and
our own inability to do anything pleasing to God, we’'ll understand how Lu-
ther felt when he saw that God not only demands righteousness, but in his
mercy, provides a righteousness for us in Christ—a righteousness enjoyed
by faith in Him. To see and believe that is to enter —to use Luther’s
words — “through open gates in Paradise itself.”

Take time to thank God for Martin Luther on the 31st October.

LUTHER AT PRAYER .....

Oh, Lord help me! Faithful and unchangeable God, in no man do | place
my trust. It would be vain. All that is of man is uncertain; all that cometh
of man fails. Oh, God, my God, hearest Thou not? My God, art Thou
dead? No! Thou canst not die; Thou hidest Thyself only. Thou hast
chosen me for this work. | know it well. Act, then, oh God! Stand at
my side, for the sake of Thy well beloved Son.......

[From Luther's prayer before his appearance before the Diet of
Worms, overheard and written down by a friend]
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WORLD WATCH

SIX CHRISTIANS RELEASED

FROM PRISON IN UZBEKISTAN
Prayers have been answered for six
Christian men who were arrested last
month in Termez, Uzbekistan.
The men, including a Ukrainian na-
tional on holiday visiting Christian
friends, had been arrested around
24th August. Other Christians ar-
rested at the same time, including
some women and children, had been
beaten before they were released.
Some of the women had been sexu-
ally abused, the first report of this in
modern church history in Uzbekistan.
The six detained men were not told
the reason for their arrest.

Barnabas Fund received a report on
6th September that they had been
released, after paying a fine of $400
each. Church leaders were forced to
borrow money in order to pay the
fines and also to cover the cost of
necessary medical treatment for their
Christian brothers.- BF Email News

EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY MAKES
PLANS TO BAN BIBLES FROM
RESIDENCE HALLS

lan Dunlop, chairman of Scotland's
first full-time Christian radio

station says that Edinburgh University
is displaying extreme intolerance

for Christianity by planning to ban Bi-
bles from its student residence

halls.

The ban is a response to student as-
sociation protests that the Bibles

are a means of discrimination against
non-Christians - and an effort to

treat all religious faiths on campus
equally. It had been a

long-standing practice to place
Gideon Bibles in the room of all new
students.

Dunlop says he believes that to ban
Bibles because they perhaps in some
way might discriminate against stu-
dents of other faiths "flies in the

face of everything that we stand for
here in the UK as a nation standing
for freedom and tolerance."

Scotland's University of Stirling re-
cently dropped its plan to remove
6,000 Bibles from campus after pro-
tests from Christian students.

Presbyterians-Week 13 September
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SHOWING CHESED!

The second article on this important
Hebrew word in the Old Testament.

We turn again to our study on that fascinating Hebrew
word Chesed, which means basically faithfulness to a
graciously established relationship that’s continued de-
spite human unworthiness and defection. This time we’ll
think about “Showing Chesed.” This was David’s desire
expressed In 2 Samuel 9:3: “The King asked, “Is there
no one still left of the house of Saul to whom | can show
God’s Chesed — or Kindness?”We’ll look at [1] The No-
ble Desire David Expresses; [2] The Great Achievement
David Accomplished, and [3] The Glorious Revelation
this example gives of the Lord’s Chesed.

A Noble Motive.
David says: “Is there no one still left of the house of
Saul to whom I can show God’s Kindness? There’s a
noble motive here. David wants to show God'’s Kind-
ness — or Covenant love - to some one because he’s
himself experienced this Covenant Love of God. We get
an indication of that in our Lord’s words to David in 2
Samuel 6:8-9. “This is what the Lord Almighty says: |
took you from following the flock to be ruler over my
people Israel. | have been with you wherever you have
gone, and | have cut off all your enemies from before
you. Now | will make your name great, like the names of
the greatest men of the earth.” And in verses 18-19 we
have David’s awareness and response to this Covenant
Love: “Who am I, O Sovereign Lord, and what is my
family that you have brought me this far. And as if this
were not enough in your sight, O Sovereign Lord, you
have spoken about the future of the house of your ser-
vant. Is this your usual way of dealing with man, O Sov-
ereign Lord.” David was acutely aware of the Lord’s gra-
cious dealing with Him in his life —and to His People
Israel — and now he wants to show a similar gracious-
ness and kindness to someone else. This stands in
marked contrast to man in the story Jesus once told —
the man who had been forgiven a huge debt, and, in-
stead of going out and doing the same sort of thing,
went out and found a person who owed him a paltry
amount and demanded that he pay him in full. The ex-
perience of Kindness and mercy, should have led to the
exercise of mercy.

A Noble Imitation.
And then we may notice that David wants to imitate this
Unfailing Love that he’s experienced. They say that imi-
tation is the highest tribute that we can pay. And so it is
here. David wants to imitate God in showing Covenant
Love. And that is thoroughly Biblical. Humankind was
made to image God. And even when they failed, God
sent his Own Son into the world as His Image Bearer,
not only to show us what God is like, but to enable us to
fulfil the purpose for which we were made — to image, or
imitate, God. Paul tells us that we're to be imitators of
God. “Be kind and compassionate, to one another, for-
giving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. Be
imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children,
and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to
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God.”
Noble in Its Initiation.
And then again, we can say that this is a noble desire in
terms of initiation. David doesn’t just think it might be a
good idea to show God'’s unfailing love to somebody —
and then let it pass from his mind. He verbalises it, and
makes it public. He says: “Is there no one still left of the
house of Saul to whom | can show God'’s Kindness?”
Very often good thoughts flash into our minds, and just
as quickly flash out again. Or they flash into our minds,
and we say to ourselves, we could never do something
like that — and they pass into oblivion. We never get
round to making our thought public. But David did. He
put himself on the line regarding this desire. Often our
good and noble desires remain just that — desires. If
we’ve experienced the Covenant Love of God in our
hearts may we be like David — and say — to ourselves —
and to somebody else: Is there someone to whom | can
show God'’s Kindness today. If we do so, the desire may
become a reality.

A Great Choice
This leads on to the next thing we have here: David’s
Great Effort and Achievement in showing the Lord’s
Kindness — or Chesed - to Mephibosheth. And in the
first instance it’s a great achievement in terms of the
Choice he made. “Is there anyone still left of the house
of Saul to whom | can show kindness for Jonathan’s
sake.”

Now we could have well understood if David hadn’t
cared much about the House of Saul. It had been for
many years the enemy. Even after Saul was killed in
battle, there had been a long drawn out war between
the House of Saul and the House of David [2 Samuel
3:1]. Given all the intrigue that often went on, he could
have said, “I'd only be making a rod for my own back in
doing anything for the House of Saul!” But here we have
David choosing an enemy to show “God’s Kindness” to.
He remembered his covenant with Jonathan and took
steps to fulfil it, even though it involved showing kind-
ness to the “enemy”, to a cripple in both feet, and to one
far removed from the royal court.

A Great Status
Then again, it's a great achievement in terms of the
Status he conferred on Mephibosheth. As a descendant
of Saul — Mephibosheth, Jonathan’s son, who was 5
year old when his father was killed [2 Samuel 4:4] — was
duly found and brought to David. God’s Word records
their meeting in three words: “Mephibosheth! says
David — to which he replies: “Your servant.” No wonder
this has been called “one of the finest examples of his-
torical narrative in the ancient world.” [NIV Note] And
then David tells him the Good News: “I will restore to
you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul,
and you will always sit at my Table.” Amazing! To sit at
the King’s Table was a great honour! But Mephibosheth
doesn’t come along for a visit; He’s to be a permanent
fixture at his Table. And this honour is all the more re-
markable when we’re told that Mephibosheth was crip-
pled in both his feet. Normally a King wouldn’t want crip-
ples around his table! He would want distinguished peo-
ple who would add lustre to his Court. But David didn’t
care about that! He said: “You will always sit at my ta-
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ble,” And that’s exactly what happened. He “ate at
David’s table like one of the king’s sons.”

A Great Provision
And then David made a great Provision for him. David
did what he said He would do. He restored “everything
that belonged to Saul and his family.” That would have
cost David a bit. And then he put a servant, Ziba, in
charge of it all, so Mephibosheth could have the oppor-
tunity for rest and leisure, and the pleasure of living in
Jerusalem and eating at the King’s Table. Mephi-
bosheth hasn’t got to worry about a thing! It couldn’t get
any better than that, could it! No worry, No work and A
Good Income — and the enjoyment of the House and
the King’s Presence and the City of Jerusalem always.

A Great Response!
How did Mephibosheth respond to this demonstration of
Chesed by David? “Mephibosheth bowed down and
said, “What is your servant, that you should notice a
dead dog like me?” It was the expression of deep self
abasement and unworthiness. | don’t deserve any of it! |
don’t even deserve to noticed! I'm just like the carcase
of a dog! That'’s the sort of reaction that God’s Chesed
produced in David — and when he images God in show-
ing a similar sort of Chesed — the reaction is the same:
A profound sense of unworthiness in the light of this un-
failing love that has been shown to him. David of course
ignores it! He just goes on to do eve-
rything he promised to do.

More Than “Do Goodism”.
And this leads to the last thing we
look at today — A Glorious Revelation.
As we read this story, we need to re-
member that its not just a case of
David’s generosity, or some humani-
tarianism “do goodism”. David has a
higher and more noble aim — to show
God’s Kindness to someone. We
have a demonstration and illustration
of God’s own Chesed or Unfailing
Love!

Glorious Content.
For example, this is what God does.
He takes the beggars from the dunghill and sets them
among princes. He takes his enemies - cripples — those
crippled in both feet — and far away - and brings them to
his Himself. He makes them sit at His Table always, as
one of his sons, and undertakes to provide everything
for them. He tells them they’re not to worry. He knows
what they need and he’s able to provide it! He just
wants them to be near Him. And we can say without
any hesitation today that that privilege belongs to every
person who believes in Jesus. They’ve been brought
near by the blood of Christ.

Glorious Execution.
And then God'’s Chesed is glorious in its execution. How
can cripples come to God’s House, and sit at his table,
and be regarded as his sons? Listen to what he says
about the Priests who alone could enter his presence in
the OT: “No one who has a defect may come near: no
man who is blind or lame, disfigured or deformed; no
man with a crippled foot or hand, or is hunchbacked or
dwarfed, or who has any eye defect, or who has fester-
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“Is there not some-
body ... a husband, a
wife, a child, a mem-
ber of the church or

an old long lost friend

ing or running sores or damaged testicles.” [Leviticus
21:18-20] How then can cripples come into God’s Pres-
ence? The answer is this. The OT Priesthood foreshad-
owed the Lord Jesus, the Perfect Son of God. Because
the Priesthood represented him, there had to be no im-
perfection in those that came near to God. But here’s
the amazing thing: The Perfect Priest made a Perfect
Sacrifice for Spiritual Cripples so that they come into the
Presence of God! God has himself provided the means
by which we can come into his Presence.

Glorious Results.
And then God’s Chesed is glorious in its result. Objec-
tively — outwardly - it brings us into the House of God, to
sit at His Table, and enjoy His Provision all the time. We
shouldn’t worry because we enjoy God’s unfailing love.
And subjectively- it leads to our humbleness, thankful-
ness, loyalty and service. And as we think about the
Lord’s Chesed to us all we can say is what Mephi-
bosheth said to David: “What is your servant, that you
should notice a dead dog like me?” Yes indeed, what
are we, that the Lord should be mindful of us!

Glorious Inspiration.
But God’s Chesed is also glorious in its inspiration.
Where the Unfailing love of the Lord is truly experienced
it leads to like deeds — and the revelation of God. This is
what happened here. David experienced the Lord’s Un-
failing love to him. He wanted to
show that same sort of Covenant
love to others — and he did. And as
we read about it, we can see God’s
Kindness in its beauty and glory. We
can say: “Thank you David for trying
to show God’s Chesed to others be-
cause by doing so you've shown us
what God’s Unfailing Love is really

to whom we could || liker
show the kindness of
God today?”

Wouldn't it be wonderful if in years to
come someone reading the book of
our life was able to read how we
wanted to show God’s Kindness to
someone, made a great effort to do
so — and did it! That would be nice! But it would be far
more wonderful if they looked at what we did, and said,
“He showed the kindness of God to that person.” That
would really be God glorifying. Then we’d be “letting our
light so shine before men, that they’ll see our good
works, and praise our Father in Heaven.” [Matthew
5:16] Is there not somebody — anybody — a husband, a
wife, a child, a member of the church or an old long lost
friend to whom we could show the kindness of God to-
day?

As David continued his journey, he came to know more
of the Lord’s Chesed. Not long after this, he entered the
darkest period of his life, committing adultery and mur-
der. He was to experience the Lord’s Chesed more
deeply than ever before - and he cries out “Restore me
thy salvation’s joy.” As we go on in our Christian life,
we’ll experience that Covenant Love ever more deeply
too. May it humble us, lift up our hearts to sing his
praise, and lead us to practice God’s Kindness in our

lives.
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ARCHIVAL....

JUSTICATION BY FAITH
Another “Study in Theology” from the pen of the late
Rev. M. C. Ramsay, M.A.]

The doctrine of justification is basic. It is grounded on
the life and death of the Lord Jesus. His great purpose
in coming into this world and to live and die here, was that
His people should be justified. Justification is more than
forgiveness. Christ died bearing the sins of His people. Not
only did He suffer death by crucifixion, but the judgement
due to His people for their sins. All the suffering thus ex-
perienced we can but dimly understand.

Pardon is based upon the atonement made for sin on the
cross of Calvary. Forgiveness knows no other ground or
basis. This forgiveness is full, because Christ endured the
penalty of all the sins of His people. His pardon is not only
full, but eternal. Sin once forgiven is forgiven
forever. The Divine word is "Their sins and
their iniquities | will remember no

more" [Hebrews 8:12). The phrase "no more"
means "never more" or not forever".

\——,

But pardon is only a portion of justification.
The Lord Jesus not only died for His people,

g
NS

putation of Christ's righteousness to us entitles us to every
blessing. God looks upon His people in Christ who put
away their sins and brought in an everlasting and perfect
righteousness for them. God regards them as if they had
rendered personally that obedience which Christ rendered
for them. This entitles them to all good and as the Shorter
Catechism expresses it, they "have a right to all the privi-
leges of the sons of God".

We do an injustice to the marvellous goodness of God
when we equate justification with pardon. There is a splen-
did definition of this doctrine in the Shorter Catechism.
"Justification is an act of God's free grace, wherein He par-
doneth all our sins, and accepteth us as righteous in His
sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us,
and received by faith alone".

The word "justify" and its cognate forms are found very of-
ten in the Scriptures. This doctrine was preached by the
Apostles with power. It was proclaimed passionately by
the Reformers. Indeed, this doctrine was ba-
sic to that great spiritual enlightenment,
awakening and revival known as the Refor-
mation. The Holy Spirit has used this abso-
lutely essential doctrine down through the
centuries and is still using it.

He lived for them. He, as the Surety of His
people, came not only under the penalty set
forth in the holy law of God. He came also
under its precepts. He led a life of perfection,
and thus rendered full obedience to the will of
the Father expressed in the law given at
Mount Sinai.

We, as sinners, have incurred not only the wrath of God by
our transgressions, but we have failed to render obedience
to the law of God. The Lord Jesus fully obeyed the law for
His people, as well as paying the penalty for their sins.
Consequently, when the individual, by Divine grace, ac-
cepts Christ as his Saviour, his sins are all forgiven and he
has accredited to him the obedience of Christ. Thus we
see that justification is pardon plus the righteousness of
Christ imputed.

In the Old Testament, Christ was called prophetically, “The
Lord our Righteousness" [Jeremiah 23: 6]. In 2 Corin-
thians 5:21 it is declared that believers are "made the right-
eousness of God in Him" [Christ]. The removal of, or par-
don of our sins, frees us from he penalty of sin, but the im-

Let us not forget that all the people of God

are justified. Should a great work of God be

wrought in these southern lands or, indeed,

in any land, it will be chiefly through the proc-

lamation of this Christ-honouring and man-

humbling doctrine. The present weakness of
the Churches, which bear the name of Christian, is almost
wholly due to the denial, suppression, ignorance or perver-
sion of the glorious doctrine of justification by faith in Christ
alone.

Therefore let us seek to know exactly what constitutes jus-
tification and the way in which it may be obtained. Some of
the blessings of justification are deliverance from "the
wrath to come" - due to us for our sins - and reception into
the everlasting favour and blessing of God. "Being justified
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ . . and rejoice in hope of the glory of God" [Rom. 5:
1-2]. May the Holy Spirit give that insight, which will enable
us to perceive the true significance and value of that per-
fect and gracious work of the Lord Jesus, which is the
ground of justification. i

MORE CHURCH NEWS..

MANNING RIVER NEWS ...

Oour minister Peter Gadsby is currently
preaching on the Book of Revelation.

Q Congratulations to Betty Stewart on becoming a
great-grandmother! Bethany Joan, a daughter for Lind-
say and Rebekah Stewart, was born on 26 July.

O on Monday, 4th September, we celebrated the 80th

birthday of Nita Reed, OAM, with a fellowship
lunch in the Church Hall.
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L Congratulations to Simon and Gloria Gadsby on the
birth of a daughter Grace Setiawati [Indonesian
for "Faithfulness"] born on the 9th September.
Congratulations, too, to the happy grandparents,
Peter and Lindy Gadsby.

L Norman and Vera Murray celebrated their
Golden Wedding on the 22nd September.

L Men’s Breakfast: About 25 men came alongto a
Men’s Breakfast on 9th September to hear lan Conley
give a very informative talk about the timber industry,
and to share in a delicious breakfast.

O There’s been a great response to the Pappinbarra
Camp with applicants on a waiting list!
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LISTENING.

“Consider carefully what you hear. With the same meas-
ure you use, it will be measured to you.”

| suppose it would be difficult to calculate the number of
sermons some of us have heard in our lifetime. Most of
us hear, on average, 100 sermons per year if we attend
two services each Lord’s Day. Those who attend only
one, or only have one service provided, hear at least 50.
Multiply these figures by a very modest 10 years, and
we’ve heard between 500 and 1000 sermons during the
period.

And yet, when we look back on that number, its surpris-
ing, not how many we remember, but how few we re-
member. And its even more surprising still to realise how
many texts we’ve also forgotten. After all, one can well
imagine a sermon being forgotten. But its more difficult to
understand how we can be so careless about the Word of
God.

The fact that we can’t remember sermons, or even the
texts — or at least very few — reflects the fact that we often
don’t make diligent use of the “means of grace.” In the
Catechism, in answer to Question 85, which asks: What
doth God require of us, that we may escape his wrath
and curse due to us for sin,” we find this Answer: “To es-
cape the wrath and curse of God due to us for sin, God
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requireth of us faith in Jesus Christ, repentance unto life,
with the diligent use of all the outward means whereby
Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption.”
And down at Question 88 the Catechism spells out those
“outward and ordinary means” that God requires us to
diligently use. They are, it says, “his ordinances, espe-
cially the word, sacraments and prayer.” And notice the
word “requires”. That doesn’t mean its optional, but “a
must”.

It can hardly be said that we have made diligent use of
the word preached when we can remember so little of it.
All to often it's thought that having listened to the ser-
mon — or endured it, as the case may be — our duty is
done, and we can forget it. That wasn’t the old practice.
Sermons weren’t to be wasted. They were to be
“improved” — and improved by remembering the text, re-
flecting on the main points, and exploring the truths fur-
ther — so that God’s Word might be laid up in our hearts
and practiced in our lives.

We need to remember, too, that while we may forget the
sermons we hear, instead of improving them, there is
One who doesn’t forget all the sermons we hear. God
knows what we’ve heard, and what we’ve done, and he'll
take that into account in the future. And in the light of that,
do we not all need to hear our Lord’s Words: “Consider
carefully what you hear. With the same measure you use,
it will be measured to you.” [Mark 4:24]

CEA Family Camp ‘07"

“The Pre-eminence of Chwrist”

WHEN: 5pmv Monday 8™ - 2pmv Friday 12% Jaruwwawy 2007
WHERE: Naamawroo- Conference Centire, Lady Game Dr,
Lane Cove National Park, Sydney
Morning studies : Rev Johuwv McCalluwmy — “The Cross”
MARK THIS DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR!!

Come along and share irnv owv enriching time of fellow -
ship and teaching!!

- Further details coming soow -
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PAST LIVES......

Young people [and older] are often learning about famous
lives of the past - Pharaohs and Emperors; Kings and
Queens; Soldiers and Conquerors; Inventors and the Ex-
plorers who together have changed our way of life on earth?
The lives of the world's explorers make very interesting read-
ing, indeed.

Most importantly, we are able to learn about a great many
lives of God's servants who over the centuries served the
Lord in various ways. Reformers such as John Wycliffe,
Martin Luther, John Calvin, John Knox, Thomas Cranmer
and so many more. There were so many great preachers,
teachers and biblical writers such as John Bunyan who
wrote “Pilgrim's Progress” - and Matthew Henry who pro-
vided families with such an excellent commentary on the
whole Bible.

Think, too, of the inspiring lives of so many faithful mission-
aries who took the gospel of Christ all over the world -
Hudson Taylor to China, David Livingstone to Africa, William
Carey and Alexander Duff to India and so many others who
devoted their lives to the difficult and dangerous work of
reaching out to needy people with medical help, education
and the hope of salvation and eternal life by the gospel.

Learning about lives from the past may provide us with a
warning not to follow bad examples and to avoid the mis-
takes which have ruined so many lives. On the other hand,
we may be encouraged to follow the good example of those
whose lives have glorified God by useful service to others
on their way through life.

Now, fortunately, a huge amount of information is available in
books and old records to tell us about such people and their

SEARCH WORK -

interesting lives. Be sure you make use of them and enrich
your own life. However, don't forget to read and learn of
the many lives recorded in your Bible! Lives such as
Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua,
Gideon, Deborah, Samuel, kings Saul, David and Solomon,
Elijah and Elisha, Ruth, Esther, Job and Jeremiah and others
in the O.T. The New Testament is also rich with the lives of
men and women, good and evil. You can read of the lives and
adventures of people like Mary and Elizabeth, Martha and
Mary, Peter and John, Mark and Luke, Paul and Barnabas,
not to mention Judas, Pilate and Herod.

But what about the greatest of all lives - that of Jesus Christ
the Son of God? Do you know, that among all those who
have been written about there is practically nothing writ-
ten about Jesus Christ - just a few references. But the Bi-
ble helps us out with “heaps’ of information about the rich
and wonderful life of Jesus, as well as all his teachings. In
fact Jesus tells us in Matthew 11:29, "...learn of me ....".
Read all about Jesus in the four Gospels; and read what others
say about him in the Epistles. You can also read what the O.T.
prophets say about Jesus Christ - i.e. his birth [Isaiah. 7:14]
his sufferings and death [Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22] ;his resur-
rection, [Psalm 16:10] and his ascension, [Psalm 68:18], as
well as many other prophetic references to his life and
teachings.

Apart from only two people in history who never died, Enoch
and Elijah, everyone else has died. But although Jesus also
died, he rose again to life and was seen to ascend up to his
Father's house. Jesus promises us that if we confess our sins
and trust in him for salvation, we too will rise from the dead
on the last day to live with our glorified Saviour and his peo-
ple for ever. Have you believed on Jesus yet? Look up
Isaiah Chapter. 55:6,7.

- Your friend, Pastor Alan of Wauchope.

OCTOBLR, 2000

SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE

Intermediate omit questions 5 and 6

1 SAMUEL

Chapter 24

1. How did David feel after he had cut off the
corner of Saul's robe? What did he say about it
to his men? (2 verses)

2. For what reason did Saul acknowledge that David
was more righteous than he? (2 verses only)

Chapter 25

3. How did Nabal answer when David asked him for
food? (2 verses)

4. What did Abigail do when she heard of what had
happened?

5. What did David say after Abigail had spoken to
him? (2 verses only)

6. What happened to Nabal when his wife told him

these things that had happened? (2 verses)

Chapter 26

4. How did David answer when Abishai urged him to
kill Saul? (3 verses)

5. Why was David able to take the spear and jug of
water from Saul while he slept?

JUNIOR

MARK chapter 13

1. What did Jesus say would happen to the great

buildings of the tfemple?

2. Why were the disciples not to worry beforehand
what they would say when delivered up to the
councils?

3. When the Son of man comes in clouds, what will he
send his angels to do?

4. Why are disciples to watch for the coming of the
master of the house? (2 verses)

SEARCH WORK TO: MRs I. STEEL.,, PO Box 193, EPPING 1710. E-mail: iesteel@gmail.com
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ACTIVITY PAGE...... |

KINGS AND CROWNS...........

Here are 12 Kings of Israel and Judah. Can you work out which crown belongs to each
one? ‘mu will find a list of the Kings in Matthew 1. Jesus descended from them.

ﬁuﬂﬂﬂ '@H &ﬂﬁou

%2 Mﬂ it

Now write the names!!
1. D 5R__ 0O

“RYERY WORD OF GOD IS FLAWLELSS”

Proverbs 30:5

Proverbs 30:27 Proverbs 30:28 Psalm 32:9
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WEB WATCH.... Peter Gadsby

This month we look at the various PCEA web sites. But
first, Google has recently announced that they are mak-
ing available for free download the public domain books
they have on file. See http://books.google.com/intl/en/
google Books/about.html. This will be an increasingly
useful resource to obtain copies of those old, classic out-
of-print works that are so hard to come by. We trust that
the Google library will include works of theology, church
history and biblical studies. Log on to the Google Book
Search Blog at http://booksearch.blogspot.com/?
utm_Source=newsviews&utm_campaign=gbsblog&utm_
medium=et

PCEA Sydney
http://pceasydney.org.au This website covers the con-
gregations under the care of the Hawkesbury-Nepean
PCEA elders and minister, the Rev. Dr Dennis Muldoon.
It is a well-designed, attractive site with loads of informa-
tion supplied. For example, there's a monthly 'Minister's
Message," and the full text of the weekly sermons is avail-
able. There is also an archive of this material in the
'Library.' The site has information about church history,
membership, and our missions interests, as well as a
page of useful links to other web sites. There is even a
Discussion Forum, but it is largely unused. Maybe read-
ers would like to contribute some comments! This site is
well worth clicking over to.

St Georges Church, Sydney
http://stgeorgespcea.org.au/ is the web site of our
downtown Sydney church. The site contains some photos
of the historic building in Castlereagh Street, and the
usual information about location and service times.

There's a section on "What we Believe" with links to the
confessional standards of our Church, and also a brief
"About us" history of the Congregation.

PCEA Melbourne-Knox
http:// www.members.optushome.com.au/knoxpres/
The home page of this site says " Last Modified: 20th July
2003," but we should mention it as one of the few PCEA
congregational web sites currently on line. The site has
information about the Knox church location and their min-
ister, the Rev. Dr Rowland Ward. There is a church his-
tory section and a useful article on "Can You Trust the
Bible?" Several pages list books by the minister, and pro-
vide links to articles by him. There is an 'Audio’ page, but
"No audio has been added yet."

PCEA Manning
http://pcea.asn.au/Manning.html. This page contains
information about congregational activities and staff, plus
a link (at the foot of the page) to the congregational news
sheets, which are uploaded as .pdf files every week.

PCEA Denominational website
http://pcea.asn.au, This is maintained by the Rev. Peter
Gadsby, of the Manning Congregation. The site is text-
based so that obtaining information from it is fast. The
home page is divided into sections so that web surfer can
navigate to areas of interest. The church directory is up-
dated as information is provided, and so is page devoted
to The Presbyterian Banner. As from the September 2006
issue, the Banner is available for download as a .pdf file.
Prior to that date, the indexes and selected articles may
be obtained. The home page has links to evangelistic arti-
cles, information about our Constitutional Standards, Bi-
ble Exposition, Articles on the Westminster Confession of
Faith, Presbyterian Ministry, Church History and the
Christian Life.

Safe surfing! Il

MISSION BRIEFS.. Peter Smith

KayChan Park has recently been accepted as a CWI mis-
sionary and is working alongside Paul Morris in Sydney.
He is married to Sue and they have two teenage children,
Sar and Sara. This is KayChan’s story:

| was born in a small farming village close to the North
Korean border. Most of the other villagers followed a
mixture of Buddhism and Shamanism but one of my
school friends was a Christian, a pastor’s son. He regu-
larly invited me to a youth group at his church and some-
times | went along. Then in January 1977, | attended a
conference at that church. The speaker preached on
Daniel 2:45, saying that the rock that broke the statue in
pieces was Jesus Christ, who alone could save us from
eternal judgment. The message broke my heart as the
Lord showed me who Jesus was! This experience
caused me to buy a Bible and to read through it in order
to know the Lord more.

Some time later | dedicated myself to sharing the gospel
with those people who had not heard it. After being or-
dained as a minister, | was sent to Israel and lived there
for eight years. Initially | stayed in Jerusalem but then
moved to Haifa, where | subsequently worked with Op-
eration Mobilisation. My knowledge of Hebrew provided
various opportunities to contact Israelis through door-to-
door ministry and outreach on the streets and beaches.
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Although the primary training programme of O.M. was not
easy, it enabled me to work as a team leader and | led
the Love Israel 2000 summer campaign. | was able to
play an important leadership role within the organisation
until my ministry there drew to an end when | as unable to
renew my visa.

Whilst in Israel, Sue and | also served as Sabbath-school
teachers every week for Beit Eliahu (the House of Elijah)
congregation in Haifa. As the leader of the Korean minis-
try teams my typical ministry at that time was preaching
to Jewish believers and to Arab Christians.

We returned to Korea in August 2002 and began a period
of service in our mission (Global Mission Society). We
worked in various positions, such as the ministry support
department and the mission research bureau, but we
both felt the same degree of concern to re-engage in
work amongst Jewish people, especially those who spoke
Hebrew. For this reason we applied to Christian Witness
to Israel and are now pleased to be working with Paul
Morris in Australia. | have been developing my ministry
to Israeli backpackers, alongside local Christians. Also, |
will be prayerfully preparing evangelistic leaflets and lit-
erature specifically for this group of young Israelis. | hope
to share my experiences with the Korean churches here
in Australia as together we rejoice in what the Lord is
pleased to do through us in this ministry.

- From the CWI Herald, Sept-Nov, 2006.

Please pray for the work of CWI, KayChan and his family.
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SARAH’S DAUGHTERS....

The Girl From Nazareth.
Mary came from Nazareth in Galilee. Nazareth was situ-
ated in a valley in the Highlands of Galilee. It was about
35 kms from the Mediterranean Ocean on the West,
and about 24 kms from the Southern tip of the Sea of
Galilee on the East, and about 100 kms North of Jeru-
salem. From the hills around Nazareth there was a
commanding view to the South West [across the Valley
of Jezreel], West to Mt. Carmel and the Mediterranean
Sea, and East to the Jordan Valley. It was an isolated
village. But it wasn’t so isolated as to be cut off from the
world. Some of the main roads, and great Trade Routes
passed nearby.

One writer tells us that “it offered a rich vantage point
for the eyes of the boy Jesus and his friends who could
look out from the heights of the city across Jezreel to
the Samarian hills from which emerged the road to Je-
rusalem thronged with Pilgrims, and the road from
Egypt with its merchants going up and down. The Midia-
nite caravans could be watched for miles from the fords
of Jordan .. and the caravans from Damascus wound
round the foot of the hills on which Naz-
areth stands. Or if the village boys climbed
the northern edge of their hollow home,
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The Page for Women

would seem a compelling reason for maintaining her
connection with the royal house. And the emphasis in
Luke that it's Mary’s child who will be given the throne
of his Father David seems to indicate Mary’s intimate
connection with the Royal Family. There was indeed the
“adoptive” relationship between Joseph — the descen-
dant of David — and Jesus. And there are some very
compelling reasons to see the genealogy in Luke as
that of Mary.

But whatever view we take, it underlines the noble fam-
ily Mary belonged to. Someone has said that “Family
tradition can have effects upon character in the forma-
tive years for either bad or good.” [Borland, p7] Family
tradition is almost a thing of the past in our modern soci-
ety. But it would be quite different in Israel and in Naz-
areth - and we can be sure that both Mary and Joseph
were well aware of it. In fact when they had to register,
there was no doubt what family they belonged to and
where they had to go: To David’s City. And in their con-
duct both Mary and Joseph reflected the best in that
family tradition.

Her Circumstances.
But it was a Royal Family that had fallen
on hard times. They were far away from

there was another road within sight, where Q. Fapernau A Beth the ancestral home in Bethlehem — and
the companies were still more brilliant — ! Cana | Seaiof GRthe heirto David's throne had become a
the highway between Ptolemais [Acre] and R . \Carpenter in Nazareth. Isaiah had said

: i \ 10
| s ’oNam_re:hl Hi

the Decapolis, along which the Legions ' b e Hippos, 700 years before: “There shall come
marched, and Princes swept with their reti- | GAOHL,EE;' o©Q  forth ashoot out of the stem of Jesse,
nues and all sort of travellers from all AN DA G & | and a Branch shall grow out of his
countries went to and fro. The Roman Mo "a«---'-. ool roots.”[Isaiah 11:1] That indicates the
inaea o b, SCYENOPOlis g havidic descent of the Messiah — but it's

ranks, the Roman Eagles, the wealth of
Noblemens’ letters and equipages cannot
have been strange to the eyes of the boys
of Nazareth.” [Historical Sites in Israel]

RIA

It's good for us to think about all this. Not only does it
remind us that our faith is firmly rooted in history; it also
helps us in our understanding of Mary: A shy, unassum-
ing, village girl — unspoilt by the sophistication of the
city, and yet aware of a life that went on beyond the
confines of the village

Family Background

But what about her Family Background. On this point
there isn’'t a great deal of information to go on, but its
generally agreed that Mary, like Joseph, was a descen-
dant of King David. One reason for this conclusion is
that if she wasn’t, how could Jesus really be a descen-
dant of King David “according to the flesh?’ Another
reason is the claim that the genealogy that we have in
Luke is actually the genealogy of Mary — otherwise we
would be saying that Joseph had two fathers: “Jacob”
according to Matthew; and “Heli” according to Luke!

Neither of these two reasons have gone unchallenged —
and there are good men and true who have argued

. _oPella

from a Royal Family that’s fallen on hard
times. This is confirmed later by the sacri-
fice offered when Jesus was presented at
the Temple. Mary herself was very much aware of her
“low estate”. In Luke 1:48 she says: “He has been mind-
ful of the humble state of his servant’ — and we have the
same thought in verses 52 and 53. But the lowliness
and poverty of the family didn't make her bitter, or envi-
ous, or pretentious. Like Ruth before her, she —and Jo-
seph — got on with the business—and romance — of
everyday living in the fear of God. And it was in the
midst of that simple godly living in obedience to His
Word that God drew near and did great things through,
and for, his servant.
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What of ourselves? Do we live in the region of the
“might — have - been” or the “wish — has — been” instead
of serving the Lord in the present? Let us remember,
that its in the path of trust and obedience in small
things — in everyday things — that the Lord meets with
us and blesses us with the choicest blessings as he did
for Ruth and especially Mary. And who knows when he
will do it - or where he'll do it? i}

against the conclusiveness of both. Some maintain
there was a legal “adoptive” relationship between Jo-
seph and Jesus sufficient to guarantee Davidic descent,
and legal heir to the throne of David. Luke’s genealogy
is really Joseph’s from a different point of view. The Bib-
lical emphasis on the fact that the Messiah would be a
direct descendant of David “according to the flesh.”
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Continued from page 13

a true perspective, not only of what lies beyond the point of
death, but to discover a truer focus of life before death.
- Ronald Jones, PCEA Manning.

* The Gospel and its Ministry, Sir Robert Anderson [Nisbet and
Co., 1903]
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BOOK REVIEW

At A Time Like This — Some an-
swers for loss and grief by Simon
Manchester [Matthias Media, 2006]

Writing at the turn of the 20" Century, Sir
Robert Anderson, then Head of Scotland
Yard [and, therefore, a man who would
have witnessed the extremes of human
behaviour], and a respected theological
scholar, said: “Opinions are our own, and
should not be too firmly held. Truth is di-
vine, and is worth living for and dying for.”

At a time of loss and grief, the last thing
any of us wants, or needs, is to have those
around us coming forward, one after an-
other, offering their own personal spin on
the greater reality. The majority of funerals
now are more or less secular affairs, and
they all provide opportunities for well-
meaning family and friends — young and
old —to regale a captive audience with a
seemingly endless variety of opinions con-
cerning what death is all about. And the
words, “l know...”, can preface the most
extraordinary ideas of what happens to
people when they die, and even more ex-
traordinary pronouncements upon what
they’re able still to do!

Many people, perhaps even the majority,
lack motivation for sustained reading —
even during the ‘good’ times; such motiva-
tion is likely to be even less in evidence
during times of loss and grief. It must be
expected, then, that this present volume is
likely to be read by a minority of those who
need to know what it says, but put aside by
the majority. lts chief value, then, might be
in providing a concise aide memoire for
those in a position to bring real, God-given
comfort to someone close to them.

Christian family members, and Christian
friends, will yearn to be able to offer griev-
ing family or friends true insights into the
greater reality. Simon Manchester’'s book-
let — a bringing together of Biblical teaching
on the matter — should prove to be a useful
source.

After some helpful observations concerning
the more troublesome emotions associated
with the grieving process — anger, guilt,
numbness, and so on — the author identi-
fies the need to find an expert on the sub-
ject of life, death, and what lies beyond the
grave. That expert, of course is Jesus - the
only who knows what really is the greater
reality — the reality of what lies on both
sides of the grave. Simon Manchester goes
on, then, to offer Biblical responses to eight
of, what are probably, the most frequently
asked questions - :"Why has this hap-
pened?” ; “Why would God allow this?” ;
“Where are our loved ones now:” ; “Will |
see my loved ones again?”, and so on -
providing the necessary Biblical references
for the answers he gives. In doing so, he
alerts the reader to the need to have
Continued, p12.
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CALEB’S CLUB......

CALEB’S MEMORY
Another thing that comes out in the record about Caleb is his Clear Mem-
ory - at least about the things that are supremely important. We're not told
how good Caleb's Short Term Memory was! But we're left in no doubt about
his Long Term Memory.

For Seniors

A Call to Serve
For example, he was as clear as crystal - as if it was yesterday - about his
Call to Serve God. He says, "I was 40 years old when Moses sent me from
Kadesh Barnea to explore the land.” It had been a critical event in his life.
When he went out that day in obedience to this call, he probably didn't real-
ise how important that job was going to be. But it was to be one of the most
definitive exercises of his life - something that was going to live in his mem-
ory forever.
A Conscientious Report
And he remembered the Report he brought back. He says here, "I brought
back a report according to my convictions." As Caleb walked through those
Judean hills and looked at the power of the people; their heavily fortified
towns; and saw the descendants of Anak there I'm sure he saw all the diffi-
culties that the others saw. But he saw something else. Over against that
power, he saw the Power of God who had brought them out of Egypt. And
he knew that if God was with them, there was nothing they could do. As he
and Joshua stated it in their Report: "Do not be afraid of the people of the
land, because we will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, but the
Lord is with us."
A Cold Attitude
But Caleb also remembered something else - the Cold - and Faithless -
Attitude of Ten of his fellow spies. He says: "My brothers, who went up with
me, made the hearts of the people melt with fear." They say, "Forget and
Forgive." Caleb may have forgiven; but he certainly hadn't forgotten the
doubt and the fear and discouragement his brothers had sown in the minds
and hearts of God's People! It had been faithless scare-mongering - and it
had led, not only to their deaths, but to 40 wasted years wandering around
in the wilderness. I'm sure Caleb never ever forgot that unbelief has a terri-
ble price tag attached to it.
A Comprehensive Promise
And last - and most important of all - Caleb remembered the wonderful
Promise God had made to him through Moses: "On that day, Moses swore
to me, "The land on which your feet has walked will be your inheritance and
that of your children forever, because you have followed the Lord my God
wholeheartedly." [Verse 9] During all those years of wandering, I'm sure
that Promise of God never departed from his mind and heart. And as he
saw the trials and difficulties and devastation of those 40 years, I'm sure it
gave Caleb and his whole family tremendous support and encouragement.
Our Memory
What do we remember best of all? A Call to serve God? A Conscientious
Discharge of a Responsibility according to our Convictions? A Cold and
Heartless Attitude? A Comprehensive Promise - that God will never leave
us or forsake us? Remembering a cold and heartless Attitude on the part of
others will only make us cynical and cold ourselves. But remembering a
Call to Serve; A Conscientious Life; and a Comprehensive Promise will
keep us going. Sometimes older people in Nursing Homes can remember -
even though their memory is failing, those Psalms or Scriptures learned in
youth. What a blessing to be able to remember in our old age the very
words and promises and works of God. What a blessing it is to be able to
remember even more: Our coming to put our trust in the Lord, becoming
members of his Church and the way he has led us over many years. But
we'll never remember them if we've never experienced them - or if these
things were not very important to us now. And if we would like to be that
godly "older person" who remembers the scriptures, and remembers what
God has done for them, those things must be important in our lives now.
When we reach really old age, and our memory grows dim, may it be the
word and works of God that we remember with as much vividness as if they
were but yesterday. |}
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PRESBYTERIAN AGENDA

Exclusive Psalmody
- Rev Dr. W.J.W. Hanna

In his previous article Dr. Hanna gave an historical over-
view of Psalm Singing. He continues ..

However, it has to be asked whether the sole reason
that we continue to sing only the Psalms in worship is
because this is what we have always done. Do we hold
to this practice because it is what our ancestors did?

Are we simply resistant to change? If this were the case,
then we would merit any condemnation that might come
upon us! We would stand under the same condemna-
tion as those Pharisees who laid so much stress on the
“traditions of the elders” and of whom the Lord Jesus
said, “in vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men.” No! We must not make our
case for exclusive Psalmody solely on the basis of the
practices of those who have gone before us; we must be
prepared to give good Scriptural reasons that this is the
right thing to do.

When we start to do this we will see
that the basic reason for the use of in-
spired Psalms only is rooted in the suf-
ficiency of Scripture. While there are
many ways in which this principle may
be stated we cannot do better than to
use the words of The Westminster
Confession of Faith, since this is sub-
scribed to by all PCEA office-bearers
as the confession of their faith. Con-
cerning the Scriptures the Westminster
Confession states:

The whole counsel of God concerning all things neces-
sary for his own glory, man's salvation, faith and life, is
either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and
necessary consequence may be deduced from Scrip-
ture: unto which nothing at any time is to be added,
whether by new revelations of the Spirit or traditions of
men. [W.C.F., Chapter 2.6]

Now, of course, this does not specifically mention the
use or otherwise of the Psalms in worship, but it does set
out the principle that God has not left us to our own de-
vices regarding anything that is necessary for our service
of Him and so we must understand that it is to the Scrip-
tures that we must go for the answer to the question as
to whether we should sing Psalms only or whether we
may also sing uninspired hymns. When we do so the
answer is clear! The Scriptures tell us to sing Psalms in
worship, but nowhere do they ever say that we are to
make and sing uninspired songs. Indeed, is this not
what we would expect? If we have, before us, two books
of praise, one directly inspired by God and the other the
imperfect work of human beings, which would we prefer
to sing? Would we choose the worse in place of the bet-
ter? And — with which would we expect God to be best
pleased?

Those who advocate the use of uninspired hymns will
often point to Ephesians 5, verse 19, and to Colossians
3, verse 16, both of which speak of “psalms and hymns
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The acceptable way of
worshipping the true
God is instituted by
himself, and so limited
by his own revealed
will...,

and spiritual songs.” However, this is to misunderstand
these verses! In the first place, the word “spiritual” here
does not have the modern meaning of “vaguely religious”
as we find it used when we speak of “Negro spirituals.”
In Scripture, it is doubtful if it is ever used in reference to
other than the Holy Spirit; it means “of the Holy Spirit” or
“inspired by the Holy Spirit.” In addition, a literal transla-
tion of the Greek is “psalms and hymns and songs Spiri-
tual [of the Holy Spirit].” This means that it would proba-
bly be more accurate to translate the entire phrase as
“Spiritual psalms and hymns and songs” with the word
“Spiritual” applying to all three types of composition.
And, where will we find “Spiritual psalms and hymns and
songs” if not in the Book of Psalms? This is a command
to sing the inspired Psalms of Scripture, not a licence to
write our own songs of praise!

That this is the correct understanding of the Apostle’s
words is further supported by the fact that the Greek ver-
sion of the Scriptures which those early Christians used
contained exactly these three terms in
the titles given to the various Psalms.
We must appreciate that Paul and the
people to whom he wrote originally got
their religious terminology from this ver-
sion, so when we want to know what
they meant when they used certain
words, rather than what we mean by
those words today, it is to this version
that we should go.

In that Greek version [the Septuagint]

sixty-seven psalms are entitled “a

psalm”, six are called “a hymn” and
thirty-five are called “a song”! Further, twelve are called
both a “psalm” and a “hymn”, while all three words ap-
pear in the title of Psalm 76. It is entitled “Towards the
end, among the hymns, a psalm of Asaph, a song for the
Assyrian.” We can see from this that the original readers
of Paul’s letters to the Ephesians and Colossians would
have understood him to be speaking of the inspired
praise of the Book of Psalms. He was not encouraging
them to compose their own worship songs!

The principle of the sufficiency of Scripture leads on to a
further principle which was once held to by all Reformed
Christians — the principle which has become known as
the Regulative Principle of Worship. If, indeed, God has
revealed “all things necessary for His own glory”, then
we may be sure that He has revealed how He is to be
worshipped. The Westminster Confession of Faith
states this in the following way:

The acceptable way of worshipping the true God is insti-
tuted by himself, and so limited by his own revealed will,
that he may not be worshipped according to the imagina-
tions and devices of men, or the suggestions of Satan,
under any visible representation, or any other way not
prescribed in the holy Scripture. [W.C.F., Chapter 21.1]

This statement contains two main points which have a
bearing on what praise may be used in worship. The first
is that we cannot decide for ourselves how God is to be
worshipped — He is not to “be worshipped according to
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the imaginations and devices of men.” The second is
that we must not worship Him in any way which is not
prescribed in His Word. The second of these points
marks a difference in approach between the standard Re-
formed view of worship and the view held by a number of
other Churches, such as Anglican, Lutheran and Roman
Catholic. They would say that God may be worshipped in
any way not forbidden in His Word. This allows for the
introduction of all sorts of practices and to a drifting away
from a Biblical form of worship. Unfortunately, this view is
also held today by many who would claim to be Re-
formed.

When we apply this principle to the subject of praise in
worship, we can see that, for us to accept the use of unin-
spired songs, we would have to be fully convinced that
their use is actually prescribed by God’s Word. No one
has ever been able to find such a prescription! When the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church of North America set up a
committee to examine the question of whether it was per-
missible to sing uninspired hymns in worship, the commit-
tee produced two reports, a Majority Report in favour of
hymns and a Minority Report against that practice. How-
ever, the Committee Chairman — a member of the major-
ity group — wrote in The Presbyterian Guardian, vol. 77,
that it would be “impossible to prove that uninspired
songs are authorised in the Scripture, and to demand

such proof before one can in good conscience sing unin-
spired songs is to demand the impossible!” This is a tell-
ing admission indeed!

A further consequence which follows from the fact that
the Regulative Principle is enshrined in the P.C.E. A.
Constitution is that, if our Church courts ever did decide
that exclusive Psalmody is not actually prescribed by
Scripture, then we would have to abolish it completely
from our practices. We would be forced to start to use
uninspired songs! It would not be enough to say that
Scripture permits it — or does not forbid it! The Confes-
sion of Faith states that we are not to worship God in “any
... way not prescribed in the holy Scripture.” If, then, ex-
clusive Psalmody is not prescribed by Scripture it must be
forbidden!

It is for these reasons that we should take seriously what
Scripture tells us about the use of the Psalms in praise of
God. We must take the same stand as that taken by the
Synod of Laodicea over a millennium and a half ago. It
placed the use of uninspired song in worship on the same
plane as the use of uninspired books. It understood that
God’'s Word forbids both. The worship of God demands
the very best that we can offer —and He has given us the
best! He has given us the inspired Scriptures and, in
them, the inspired Book of Psalms. Why should we settle
for second best — or worse? [l

CHURCH LIFE..

BRISBANE: Election Day Cake Stall

Saturday 9th September was election day in Queensland
and at 7.30 a.m. the party faithful were setting up plac-
ards and banners for the various candidates outside the
polling booth, the hall of the Brisbane P.C.E.A. church.

Also busy making preparations for the election day were
several members of the congregation. They were setting
up tables, laden with home baking, and firing up the bar-
bie for a sausage sizzle. A professionally produced sign
[thanks to Aileen Arklay, a sign writer by trade] an-
nounced that the funds raised were to support TEAR
Australia projects supplying clean drinking water and
goats to needy communities overseas.

Before long the aroma of frying onions and sausages
tempted voters to enjoy a cooked breakfast and to take
some tasty baking treats home for morning tea. It was a
case of many hands make light work. lan Lenane was the
expert at cooking sausages, while Julie Schmidt handled

the customers with aplomb. Jessie Carswell wrote the
price labels and Barbara Hanna sold lots of cakes and
fudge.

On a beautiful sunny day the trade was brisk and two
shopping trips had to be made to buy extra sausages.
Things started to slacken off after lunch when it was time
to pack up and work out how much had been raised. A
total of $835.70 was made for TEAR and we felt if had
been a useful day and a good time working together too.

NORTHERN RIVERS: Baptism

Hugh Murray Scott, infant son of Susan and Duncan
Scott was baptized in Grafton on the Lord’s Day, 17th
September.

MANNING RIVER.

The Reformed Church of Canberra is in the process of
looking for a pastor to replace their present minister, the
Rev. John de Hoog, who is moving to Geelong later in the
year. On the short list [of two] is Peter Gadsby. He [with
Lindy] will be visiting Canberra in October to meet the
Congregation and preach for them. More News>> p 7
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ULVERSTONE: Winter Car Rally

The Ulverstone Congregation held its an-

| nual winter car rally day on Saturday the 2
| September. We delayed the event slightly
this year so that our visiting supply minister
il Rev David Miller from Cobham FCS Lon-

& don, his wife Meg and family could attend.

The photo shows the group before setting
out from the Ulverstone church and the
eventual winners, Colin and Kristine Bos-
veld and son Niklavs, who were delighted

with their success. Each year the winners

=1 names are engraved on the first place tro-
| phy, with the annual event having com-
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INTERACTION.....

HEAD TO HEAD

One down, two to go, as they say! | would like to thank all
those who did make comment on the Banner—and , yes, most
did send a contribution. There are some who are being excep-
tionally helpful, and we are encouraged.

Some made very constructive comments. One person who
read it on the Web mentioned that there was a lot of “ups and
downs” in it. By that he meant that on each page
he had to scroll up and down three times to read
one page! That was a good point. You will notice
in this issue we’ve tried to reduce the “ups and
downs” by making two columns on each page—
sometimes one wide and one small; and some
times two of equal width. Web users can let me
know it they find this more user friendly, with less
of the ups and downs! Other readers are welcome |
to comment too. In our effort to have the magazine
on the web, we do not forget our other readers.
We want a layout that’s satisfying for all.

We are still pursuing the issue of local production

the first time with all the finer points of the mailing rules.

Some have been so kind as to send some photographs. | think
they were impressed with the way they came out on the web
production—and were encouraged to send them in. This is ex-
cellent, and | do hope they will continue to come in. Thank you
very much.

However, it does pose a problem. We have to re-
member that photographs that look good on the
web are not so good when printed in black and
white in the magazine! At the moment, the only
solution | have is to have an extra page in the
“web issue” for photographs. Anyone with access
to the web will be able to view them—and a local
representative may be able to print them out and
distribute them to others. When we see how the
subscriber list shapes up at the beginning of next
year we may be able to go to plan B—and put
some colour in the magazine.

| want to pay tribute to Grandfather, Peter Gadsby,
for his co-operation in getting the web page up

and distribution, and if you have any thoughts -

about this matter, please let me know. | heard of one novel way
to distribute the web production. The enterprising person cop-
ied it onto a CD and shared it around! Packaging is one of the
biggest jobs. I'm thankful for a group of willing workers in Mac-
lean who did it in about 30 minutes! The only trouble was to
stop them from putting in notes to their friends all over the
country! We might be able to get a photograph of the produc-
tion line at work next time, and include it in the magazine. The
local Post Office was very helpful, too, in helping me cope for

and running. For most now it's a simple matter of
going to the Church Home page, and clicking away. If you
have any difficulties, please let Peter or myself know, and we’ll
try to iron them out as soon as possible. Our next step in this
direction is to create a “Home Page” for the Banner, and have
it arranged in much the same way as the present Front page.
Meanwhile, please keep all the Snippets of seemingly irrele-
vant information coming in. Its all part of the rich tapestry of life
that the Lord has given to us to enjoy and share.

THE CHOICE IS YOURS. save $$$!

The Presbyterian Banner is the
official magazine of the Presbyterian
Church of Eastern Australia. The

STARTING FROM 2007 WE HOPE TO BE ABLE TO OFFER OUR READERS

THE FOLLOWING OPTIONS:-

ooooo

Access to the Magazine on the Web - Absolutely Free!!

Ask Your Minister or Friend to Download /Print / Copy it - Probably Free!!
Ask Your Congregational Representative to get it for you - $20.

Ask us to send it directly to you each month - Hardcopy $25; E-mail- $0.

We will honour all current subscriptions, but for 2007 you will have the
choices outlined above. However, if you have access to the Internet now, why
not have a trial run with the magazine on the Church Web site? Alternatively,
we can e-mail it to you. You will need an Adobe Reader to read the file. If you

don’t have one, you can download one free from the Adobe website. With the
Adobe Reader 7 you can have Microsoft Sam read the Banner to you!

O Decide what to do before the 31st December—and follow the prompts!
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ited material. Submission by email is
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Unsigned articles are by the Editor.
The opinions expressed in signed arti-
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