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FROM THE
EDITOR

One imagines this should end a case which should
never have been brought. It’s been costly. The cake
was worth about $66, and was ultimately made by
another shop, but the legal bills of the case were about
A$800,000 which the tax payer will have to foot. In
the Providence of God, the verdict of the Supreme
Court has clarified the law and and given protection
to others. It is wrong to discriminate against a person
in the ordinary relations of life because of their sexual
orientation, but freedom of conscience and religious
belief also come into the picture and must have their
proper place.

The UK ‘Gay Cake’ Case
Four years ago the Equality Commission for Northern
Ireland took on a case alleging discrimination by
Ashers, a Belfast Bakery run by Christians, who had
refused to ice one of their cakes with the slogan
‘Support Gay Marriage’. Their refusal was not
because the customer was gay; he was in fact gay and
a gay activist, but Ashers did not know it at the time
and it would have made no difference if he was
straight. Rather, while happy to sell their cakes to
anyone – Catholic, Protestant, atheist, straight, gay or
transgender, and to be courteous to all, they did not
believe that they should be required to promote other
people’s causes if it conflicted with their beliefs as
Christians.
The initial judgment was against them and was
upheld by the Court of Appeal. However, when heard
before the Supreme Court the five justices held
unanimously that there had not been unlawful
discrimination. In giving their decision on 10 October
last they ruled that Ashers was not obliged to make a
cake emblazoned with the message ‘support gay
marriage’. Their objection was not to the customer’s
sexual orientation (which was not even known to
them) but to the words requested. Further, in line with
Article 10 of the European Convention on Human
Rights, there is the right ‘not to express an opinion
which one does not hold’.

Amy and Daniel McArthur of Ashers outside the court after the verdict |
photo: The Christian Institute

A gay commentator in Australia welcomed the
decision. He made the point that a Muslim printer
should not be required to print a cartoon of
Muhammad. Nor should a Christian be required to
promote that which he or she considers incompatible
with his or her conscientious convictions. #
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reason to think of you leaving the United Kingdom
to come to Australia), to take the Gospel from Asia
to Europe, and this man of Macedonia calls for help
– ‘Come over and help us’– implying that it is more
than just him who needs aid, indeed many. Here is a
call from a church that, as far as Paul is concerned,
doesn’t yet exist, a call from a people that Paul does
not yet know that need the Gospel and find their only
help in the truth of Christ Jesus.
The glorious truth that I want to remind you of
again today is that we, like Paul, are called to a work
whose full scope we do not see. The dimensions of
the kingdom are unknown to us, yet we are told in
Scripture they are vast. The work is set out and the
field is ripe. All need the Gospel, but you have been
called to help in this place at this time, by God’s
direction.
You come from a small congregation in Scotland
to another small congregation in Australia, but our
eye has not seen what the Lord has yet in store for
His people.
Now what happens to Paul as he answers this
call? He goes in faith to Philippi and is immediately
confronted with a group, mostly of women, ready to
hear and receive the Gospel. There is no great stream
of people coming out of Philippi to hear the word
and ready to believe. There is apparently not even a
synagogue of Jewish men who have been entrusted
with the oracles of God, who know the Law and have
heard of the possibility of a Messiah. They go to a
group of women who are meeting outside the city for
prayer by the riverside. Then, on hearing the Word
preached by Paul and his companions who have
crossed oceans with words of life only Lydia and,
following her, her household, by the work of the
Spirit, become the first members of the church in
Europe.
Of course, this is a cause for the angels of heaven
to rejoice, even over one believer coming to
salvation, but after such a miraculous beginning in
which God has opened Lydia’s heart to believe,
there is opposition. Persecution and trouble arise
with the pestering of the demon-possessed girl and
her callous owners. She trails them around the city,
hampering their work, mocking the Gospel. But
again, despite that, we see that the power of God’s
Spirit is unstoppable. The Lord again adds to the
church. Most likely that young woman is added to
the church, but she brings no resources, nothing but
her poor self. But then what? An earthquake! And
by that, in a powerful demonstration of the Spirit, the
Philippian gaoler and his household are saved and
added to the church. The gates of Hell cannot prevail
against Christ’s vast kingdom, and the church to
which the Philippians belong becomes an example
of faith, love and obedience, a model church as
Paul’s later letter shows us.
What can I tell you that you don’t already know
as a fellow servant of the Lord? God’s Spirit was at
work even before Paul had his vision and set foot on
European soil. Christ’s church was planned in
eternity and is being peopled even today in ways

Come Over and Help Us!
Rev. David Kerridge’s charge to the Rev. John
Forbes on his induction to Hastings PCEA
Scripture: Acts 16: 6-10
Come over and help us!
A longstanding friendship between Robin Tso and
yourself led to an appeal for you to do just that. In
emails I’ve been included in as you were considering
coming out to Australia, this was Robin’s constant
cry: Come over and help us!
We all know the need for the Gospel is so urgent
in Scotland, but the same need is here. So as I
thought about how I would address you today, this
appeal to Paul in Acts immediately presented itself
as a text for my address to you as the incoming
minister here on the Hastings.
As we look at the passage, we can see Paul is
firstly directed, in no uncertain terms, away from
various courses of action, and presented with only
one right way. Certainly, the people in those
provinces of Asia that Paul was barred from by the
Holy Spirit needed to hear the Gospel. But Paul was
prevented from taking it to them.
In coming all this way to Australia, bringing your
family with you in such a major cultural upheaval to
your life, I want you to be reminded, as you already
know, that the Lord hedges in our way, not always
with miraculous visions and dreams but with
wisdom given to us to consider circumstances and
make appropriate choices to honour Him.
We can rejoice ourselves, as a Presbytery and as
the congregation here, that He has led you to us
through the urging of friends, the election of a
congregation, the passing on of a call from the Free
Church Presbytery to which you previously
belonged, and many other indications of His leading
that have become personally evident to you in past
months and confirmed your decision. We rejoice
that God’s hand is over us and our way guided by
Him.
Secondly, consider the ‘man’ of Macedonia.
Whether Paul saw just a man in distinctive
Macedonian dress and knew where he was called to,
or whether an angel of the Lord, as Peter had
previously seen a “man” clothed in bright garments,
we are not told. Some have even suggested that this
is Luke himself here in Paul’s dream, supposing him
to be from Macedonia himself, who from this point
joins Paul on his second missionary journey.
The interesting thing to note is that to Paul’s
mind, even as he has his vision and is convinced to
go, there is no church yet established in the province
of Macedonia, or anywhere else in Europe. There is
not one Christian that Paul knows of in Europe at all.
But what we see in Paul’s vision is that this man is
calling him from the church, as a fellow believer,
from one continent to another (and here is another
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beyond our understanding. As Paul answered the
Macedonian call, he witnessed once again God’s
glory revealed in His church, and we should look
and long for, pray for and expect that that would
happen in each of our congregations.
We may or may not see an immense harvest here
instantaneously. Yet, in answering the call, in
coming over to help us, please know that God has
already gone ahead of us today and He will do His
glorious work. Wait on Him, pray to the Lord of the
harvest, and He will show you wonderful things in
this place through your ministry to His people and
as you preach the Word to those who call out for
help.
May God bless you and uphold you and your
family as you enter this work. Amen

joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable
for you.
Give account: responsibility to God for your
souls. With Joy!!! … Profitable for you. Don’t give
your pastor grief!
Paul tells the congregation at Corinth (1 Cor
16:15-16) how to respond to the house of Stephanas,
who had “devoted themselves to the ministry of the
saints” … “You should submit to such, and to
everyone who works and labours with us.”
Pray, Submit, Respect
Paul urges the church at Thessalonica (1 Thess 5:1213): ‘Recognise those who labour among you, and
are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and to
esteem them very highly in love for their work’s
sake. Be at peace among yourselves.’
Recognise and esteem, not because of their
personality, their character, their interaction, how
much time they spend with you …. But give them
your full love and respect because of their work:

Pray, Submit, Respect,
Sustain.

Pray, Submit, Respect and …. Sustain
(1 Timothy 5:17,18) ‘Let the elders who rule well
be counted worthy of double honour, especially
those who labour in the word and doctrine …. Do
not muzzle the ox while it treads out the grain.’
This is not just “God bless you brother” …. But
putting your hand in your pocket in appreciation ….
And it’s the principle of mutual support: the ox does
the work for the farmer in treading out the grain …
and in turn enjoys the benefit of the grain. … Make
sure your ox is well fed!
Paul tells the church in Galatia: (6:6) Let him
who is taught the word share in all good things with
him who teaches.

Rev Trevor Leggott’s charge to the Hastings
Congregation 24 November 2018.
I bring a few words of encouragement to the
congregation, now that I have concluded my time as
your interim moderator. It seems not very often that
a minister gets to tell a congregation how they
should care for their pastor. This is about the servant
nature of membership in the kingdom of God, of
membership in Christ’s Church. As a congregation
you have responsibilities to those who are your
spiritual overseers.
As John commences his work here in your midst,
with Mary as his partner, I want to look at a few
Scriptures that focus on you as a congregation, and
the encouragement for you to do four things: Pray,
Submit, Respect and Sustain.

Pray, Submit, Respect and Sustain.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

Pray
What encouragement does Paul give? He says:
- To the church in Ephesus: ‘Pray for me, that
utterance may be given to me, that I may open my
mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the
gospel.’
- To the church in Thessalonica: Just simply: ..
‘Brethren, pray for us!’ And again: ‘Brethren, pray
for us, that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and
be glorified.’
- To the church in Rome: he begs them: ‘Strive
together with me in prayers to God for me!’
Pray for, and with, your pastor.

_______________________________________

FAMILY CAMP
The church-wide PCEA Family
Camp will be held at Elanora Heights,
Sydney 1 to 4 January 2019. Approx
$240 (adult) $210 (child) The Speaker
will be Rev. Andres Miranda.
Family rates are available for both
camps. Details from Stewart Carswell
sccarswell@optusnet.com.au
Tel: 07 3397 1138

Pray, Submit
Hebrews 13:7 - Remember those who rule over you,
who have spoken the word of God to you, whose
faith follow.
Hebrews 13:17 - Obey those who rule over you,
and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls,
as those who must give account. Let them do so with
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BOOK REVIEW

thank God now for a hell for the wicked due to
awareness of our own sin. But in heaven we will, he
says, because we will be cleansed of sin and God’s
righteous judgement will be revealed. However, I
would have thought the reverse is the case and with
the Psalmist we can thank God now for judgment to
come.
Mr Donnelly does not go as far as Paul Washer at
the Banner of Truth Conference in February 2016
who said that we might weep here over unconverted
children, but in eternity we will rejoice to see them
and all the damned cast into hell; but he seems to
verge on that. I disagree and think that, if true, it
would be far clearer than just the mention in the
special book of Revelation. Both quote Jonathan
Edwards in regard to this. I think it is speculative and
should not be taught as dogma.
The idea that people in heaven will rejoice over
the fate of the lost is I cannot see it in Scripture and
I find it repugnant. (Some have used the parable of
the rich man and Lazarus in this connection but
without adequate foundation.) I believe in a literal
hell, but to me the Bible shows a clean break at
death. Believers pass into glory and will have no
further experience of sin; otherwise it is not glory.
Apart from those concerns, this is a most helpful
book, well worth its cost of around $12, and it is
written from an evangelistic position, so that we are
not just given an academic knowledge of heaven and
hell, but a wake-up call to urge us to do our utmost
for the salvation of our unconverted family and
friends. As one PCEA minister said to me many
years ago, “You do not see the Christians in the New
Testament lobbying the Romans to change the
legislation, rather they transformed society by
preaching the Gospel”.
This book should spur us on to that end!

Biblical Teaching on the
Doctrines of Heaven & Hell
by Edward Donnelly,
(Banner of Truth, 2009)

Reviewed by Anna F. Ward
Having sometimes bought a book with a vague title
that turns out to be quite different from what I
expected, I like titles that tell you exactly what a
book is about. The title of this book could hardly be
clearer. Heaven and Hell are specific issues in
Scripture and you might expect us all to be well
informed on the topic; after all, PCEA office-bearers
take vows to uphold the teaching of the Westminster
Confession of Faith which is specific about the
existence of Hell. However, we are maybe not as
knowledgeable as we like to think. If that is the case,
this is definitely a book, not just to teach, but to give
you the right teaching, teaching based on Scripture.
The first half of the book is devoted to the Bible’s
teaching on Hell and the second on Heaven. It is
clear and full of Scripture references to look up to
test for yourself. However, I have queries about
some of the statements made. Mr Donnelly is a longstanding scholarly minister of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church of Ireland, so I am very
reluctant to criticise, but thought sometimes he was
a bit speculative, as follows:
1. Relationships in Heaven.
On pages 119 & 120 he says that relationships that
are close here, for example, in marriage, will be
closer in heaven. However, Jesus tells us there is no
marriage or giving in marriage in the world to come.
This doesn’t mean that Christian marriage is not
valuable, but relations are transcended in glory.
Indeed, what about the twice married? And what
about those to whom we might have been close but
did not have the opportunity, eg. grandparents or a
child who died? So how can relationships be
replicated in the manner Mr Donnelly claims?
2. Degrees of punishment: This as Biblical, but
quoting Matt 11:21 (“Woe to you Bethsaida…it will
be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the Day of
Judgement…) he says, “The deepest pits of hell may
well not be reserved for the notoriously wicked, but
for those who from childhood were familiar with the
message of salvation, but never embraced it.” Is this
something we can assert so positively given all
people sin against light, whether of nature or the
light of the gospel or both. God makes the final
judgment.
3. Awareness of the fate of the lost.
I agree about the fate of the lost but am not sure that
in heaven we will know what has happened to them.
On page 24 Mr Donnelly says that the Bible teaches
that Hell exists for God’s glory, citing the angels and
the elders in Rev 11 & 16. On page 62 concerning
the same chapters, he says that saints in heaven
praise God for hell. He questions whether we can

I like the words of the Shorter Catechism and the
proof texts which accompany it –
37. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at
death?
The souls of believers are at their death made perfect
in holiness,1 and immediately pass into glory;2 and
their bodies, being still united to Christ, rest in their
graves until the resurrection.3
Scripture: 1Heb 12:23b. 2Luke 23:43; Phil 1:23.
31Thess 4:14.
38. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at
the resurrection ?
At the resurrection, Christ will immediately raise up
in glory all believers;1 he will openly acknowledge
and acquit them in the judgement,2 /graciously
rewarding them according to their works of faith,3/
and they will enter into the full enjoyment of God
for all eternity.4
Scripture:1John5:28; Phil 3:21; 1 Cor 15:51‐52.
2Matt 25:33‐34. 31 Cor 3:11‐15; Luke 19:16‐19.
4Rev 22:3‐5.
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The one who has given him the Spirit and the
supernatural capacity to do a radical work of
newness in human life is Yahweh himself –the Lord.
All this is part of year of the Lord’s favour, the
age of freedom, the age of jubilee and re-creation for
praise and adoration. Now, the anointing that Jesus
mentions in Luke 4:18–19 took place at his baptism
in Luke 3:21–22: When all the people were being
baptised Jesus was baptised too. And as he was
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit
descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven: You are my Son, whom I
love; with you I am well pleased.
Then, immediately after that, the Messiah was led
by the Spirit in the desert. Luke 4:1 –2 says: Jesus,
full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and
was led by the Spirit in the desert, where for forty
days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing
during those days, and at the end of them he was
hungry. Luke makes it clear that the Spirit did not
simply come on Jesus as he did with others in the
Old Testament. Instead, Jesus is led “in” the Spirit.
Jesus is no longer a man of the Spirit; he is the Lord
of the Spirit. In Luke 4:14 we also read: Jesus
returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and
news about his spread through the whole
countryside.
There’s a sequence here in Luke. Anointed by the
Spirit, full of the Spirit, led in the Spirit, in the power
of the Spirit, and this is how Jesus went into the
specific work of his messianic mission. From now
on, the Gospel of Luke describes Jesus as someone
in full possession of the power of the Holy Spirit.
Now, during his messianic work Jesus said
something very interesting to his disciples. Look at
what Luke 11.13 says: If you then, though you are
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your Father in heaven give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask him! If we imagine
ourselves in the place of the disciples we can
perhaps see how amazing this statement was. The
disciples knew what the Old Testament Scriptures
said about the Holy Spirit. They knew that the Spirit
only came on selected people for very special tasks.
The idea of asking for the Holy Spirit was absolutely
foreign to them.
We should also look at the circumstances in
which Jesus said this. The disciples have been
watching Jesus in prayer. And they found something
irresistible about the way Jesus prayed. So in verse
one the disciples said to him: Lord, teach us to pray.
Jesus gives them an outline for their prayers.
Then, he went on to teach them using a comparison
how God is always waiting for our prayers. Jesus
emphasised the issue of persistent prayer with those
unforgettable words: ask, seek, and knock. Next, he
spoke about the willingness of God to give the best
gifts to those who ask him: If you then, though you
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father in heaven
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!

The Spirit in the Mission
of the Messiah
Andres Miranda, Knox PCEA
Although the Holy Spirit in reference to salvation is referred
to in the Old Testament, as in Psalm 51, it does not receive
prominence. The emphasis is on the Spirit equipping people
for particular tasks. However, the promise of a great
outpouring of the Spirit with the coming of Messiah is very
clear as confirmed on the Day of Pentecost. Andres Miranda
offers some helpful comments based on material in Luke’s
Gospel.

The Holy Spirit has been silent for almost four
hundred years. This is the time between the Old and
the New Testaments. But the silence was suddenly
broken when John the Baptist announced that the
Messiah was just around the corner, and he was
going to baptise with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
When the crowds were coming out to be baptised on
the banks of the Jordan River, John said (Luke 3:16):
I baptise you with water. But the one more powerful
than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am
not worthy to untie. He will baptise you with the
Holy Spirit and with fire.
The description “one more powerful than I”
immediately tells us that John regards the “coming
one” as a divine warrior, a messianic figure to whom
he must submit.
Then in Luke 4:18 -19, 21 Jesus –the Messiah –
reads himself in the prophecy of Isaiah and went on
to say: The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he
has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom to prisoners and
recovery of sight for the blind, to release the
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favour…and he began by saying them, today this
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.
The statement is truly astonishing. The same
Spirit that hovered over the waters of chaos,
prepared the physical environment in which
formlessness took shape, and life began to emerge;
the same Spirit that had been active throughout the
history of Israel to transform them into a theocratic
nation is now on Jesus.
But the Spirit is not just resting on the Messiah.
The Holy Spirit is on him to help him complete a
special mission. And the mission of the anointed
One is clear. The Messiah came: To preach good
news to the poor. To proclaim freedom to prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind. To release the
oppressed. To proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favour.
Standing in the synagogue, reading the scroll
from the prophet Isaiah, Jesus speaks with authority
as someone who has been commissioned and
empowered by God to bring about a deep
transformation in the community of God’s people.
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Who would have thought that a simple request
about how to pray would become the most
remarkable lesson regarding God’s attitude to
prayer! Jesus told them that if they ask God with
boldness, and with the understanding that God only
gives good gifts they could have the Holy Spirit.
The text implies that they had never asked for the
Spirit; and therefore had never received the Spirit in
answer to prayer. This is the secret of the fullness of
the Spirit. We need to ask, and ask according to the
spiritual law of persistence and confidence.
Why is this necessary? Because when we pray
like this we increase our dependence on God, and we
also show God that we really serious about the
things that we ask in prayer. Therefore, ask for what
you need. Be bold. Be direct. And remember that the
Father is always ready to give us the wonderful gifts
of the power of the Spirit. #

Lutherans before
Luther?
2. Jan Hus (1371-1415)
Rowland S Ward
Jan Hus was born in Husinec (= Goosetown), a rural
district south of Prague in Bohemia (now Czech
Republic) in 1371. He was from a poor family and
trained for the priesthood with the initial desire to
make a better life for himself. He gained his BA
(1393), MA (1396) and Doctorate at Prague
University whose faculty was dominated by
Germans although a majority of students were
Czech. This was not insignificant as Germans were
nominalists in philosophy but the Czechs were
realists and therefore Wycliffe’s writings on
philosophy were avidly read by them. There was
wide support for reform in a situation where half the
land was owned by the church and church taxes were
heavy. Support from the nobility was widespread not without a motivation to maintain their social
position.
Hus was ordained in 1401 and was appointed
preacher at the popular Bethlehem Chapel in Prague
which could hold 3,000 people and where the
preaching was in Czech. This chapel had been
founded in 1391 by supporters of Jan Milíč (c.13201374), a priest who had held high offices but
resigned them in 1363 to concentrate on preaching
further reform. Hus’ preaching drew large crowds.
He was also rector of the university in 1402-03.
In 1403 Hus became advisor to the new
Archbishop Zbyněk Zajíc, but the youthful
Archbishop, who had bought his office, soon
changed his attitude away from reform and became
strongly opposed. Two of Hus’ colleagues also
recanted their position and became major opponents.
Hus was also caught up in the complications created
by the Western Schism which brought rival popes.
The king was supportive and reduced the dominance
of the German masters in the University by changing
voting rules. The Germans and many students
departed and Hus was made rector in 1409. So there
was a significant ethnic and nationalist aspect. The
Archbishop bribed Pope Alexander V (1409-1410)
of the Pisan line of popes, whose authority was
recognised in Bohemia, to prohibit preaching in
private chapels. Hus refused to comply and was
excommunicated by Zbyněk for disobedience (not
heresy). Hus kept on preaching and the Archbishop
died in 1411.

SEARCH WORK
DECEMBER 2018

SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE

Intermediate omit questions 4 and 7
REVELATION chapter 20
1 Why is he blessed who has part in the first
resurrection?
2. What happens when the dead, small and great,
stand before God?
Chapter 21
3 What will God do for His people when his
tabernacle is with them and he dwells with them?
(2 verses)
4. What names was written on the twelve gates of
the wall of the city? What names were written on
the twelve foundations of the wall? (2 separate
verses)
5. Why does the city have no need of the sun or
moon?
Chapter 22
6. Where did the river of water of life come from?
7. What was the angel’s answer when John fell
down to worship him?
8. Who may take of the water of life freely?
JUNIOR
GENESIS chapter 23
1. After the death of Sarah, what did Abraham ask
the sons of Heth to give him?
2. Where did Abraham bury Sarah his wife?
GENESIS chapter 24:1—28
3. Where was Abraham’s servant to go to find a
wife for Isaac?
4. When the servant reached the well of water
outside the city of Nahor, what was his prayer
about the young woman? Was his prayer
answered? (2 verses)
Answers to Mrs Irene Steel, PO Box 942, Epping
NSW 1710 iesteel@gmail.com
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The Papacy then took an interest as the
promotion of an indulgence by Pope John XXII
(1410-1417) led Hus to condemn indulgences.
However, as the king was entitled to a share of the
indulgence money, Hus lost the support of the king
and his fate was sealed. Prague, or anywhere Hus
might live, was placed under a papal interdict so in
October 1412 Hus left Prague and lodged with
friends in southern Bohemia where he wrote a great
deal of important material in Czech and had
widespread support. In his De ecclesia (1413) Hus
echoes Wycliffe’s ideas about the church.
In 1415 King Sigismund of Hungary (from 1387)
and of Germany (from 1411) half-brother and heir
of the Bohemian king, wanted to end the Schism and
heresies and forced the calling of the Council of
Constance which was held from 1414-1418.
Sigismund invited Hus to attend to give his views.
The Pope threatened Bohemia with another interdict
if he did not. The Bohemian king promised a safe
conduct and Hus went to Constance. He reached
Constance shortly before the safe conduct arrived.
But it did not give him the right to state and defend
his views in the scholastic manner he naïvely
supposed, nor promise a safe return. He was soon
arrested and confined. He was able to make some
defence of his views but he did so in a confusing and
contentious manner which did not help him. The
result of the trial was a foregone conclusion,
certainly having regard to the crisis of authority
convulsing society and to the politics of the time.
Hus refused to recant, was convicted of heresy and
burnt at the stake on 6 July 1415. Jerome of Prague
(1379-1416) suffered the same fate the following
year.

communion in both kinds (bread and wine); (3) a
clergy committed to a godly lifestyle, and the
property of the church to be confiscated (4)
notorious offenders against public morality (such as
prostitutes) to be punished according to law.
The Pope proclaimed several Crusades against
the Hussites (1420, 1421, 1422, 1427 and in 1431)
but the Hussites defeated the forces brought against
them. The major division among the Hussites was
between moderates, called Utraquists (utraque =
both), because of their insistence on communion in
both kinds (including for infants and young
children), and radical chiliasts (millenarians) called
Taborites after a major strong-hold south of Prague.
The radicals sought a purified nation and engaged in
various extravagances. They also rejected
transubstantiation (the change of the bread and wine
to the body and blood of the Lord).
The two groups worked co-operatively at first
but, in pursuing an amicable settlement with the
wider Europe, the moderates joined with the Roman
Catholics to defeat the radicals at the Battle of
Lipany in 1434. Most radicals joined the moderates
and some joined a pacifist group the Unitas Fratrum
[Unity of the Brethren] (formed 1457) which
believed in communal living (out of whom came the
Moravians at a later time). They were influenced by
Petr Chelčický (c.1390-1460), a forerunner of the
Anabaptists who himself was influenced not only by
Wycliffe and Hus, but also by the Waldenses, an
earlier movement majoring on reform of moral
abuses.
In essence the Utraquists, the large majority of
the Bohemian people, gained recognition by Rome,
through the Compacts of the Council of Basel
(1536), of what they had sought in the first two of
the Four Articles, while the nobles gained much
church land. While revoked by the Pope in 1562 the
Utraquist Church remained distinct until crushed in
1620. Although Luther famously wrote in February
1520 ‘we are all Hussites and did not know it’, in
reality Luther thought the Utraquist Church had
addressed abuses rather than getting doctrine right.
On the other hand, the Utraquists appreciated the
German Reformer and the way his stand had
removed their isolation, but they were not willing to
affirm sola scriptura, sola fide or abandon a
sacramental priesthood. In this respect the
descendants of the Taborites and Unity of the
Brethren were closer to Luther. It was Luther’s grasp
of these doctrinal issues which enabled a real
Reformation to proceed by excluding all human
merit in achieving salvation but emphasised Christ
alone by faith alone through grace alone. #
2

1

Both men had been influenced by John
Wycliffe’s thought, and Hus had been outspoken
against the lives of many of the clergy and the
church’s shameless extracting of money from the
poor. Hundreds of Czech lords and nobles protested
the burning of Hus. His death contributed to a very
significant Hussite movement with a basic platform
of (1) freedom to preach the word of God; (2)
See Thomas A. Fudge, The Trial of Jan Hus: Medieval
Heresy and Criminal Procedure (Oxford: OUP, 2016) for a
detailed assessment which concludes Hus was incredibly
naïve in his failure to understand the then law of heresy.

In the Western Catholic church (but not the Eastern
Orthodox) the cup was gradually denied to the laity, and by
around 1300 was reserved for clergy only.

1
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ULVERSTONE, TAS

HASTINGS RIVER

We have not received an official report but
understand everything went off well. Rev. Trevor
Leggott has now completed his rresonsibilities as
Interim-Moderator. We are delighted to have the
Rev. John Forbes, Mary and the children in our
midst and pray God’s blessing for them, the
Congregation and the wider church. Through the
efforts of the Rev Robin Tso the service and
function after in the hall can be heard on youtube:
go to <http://hunterpres.org/>

ALL NATIONS, MULGRAVE

There have been some great activities this year.
On 30 September there was a big crowd at Sunday
evening worship with the ABC journalists present
surprised and we trust confronted with the Gospel.

On September 8th the Ulverstone ladies hosted a
High Tea as an outreach and fundraiser for a toilet
in Sri Lanka through Wings of Hope, Sri Lanka, a
partner ministry of Mukti Australia, led by Rebecca
Alexander. The ladies enjoyed lots of delicious food,
a variety of teas including some from Sri Lanka and
a lovely time of fellowship. We had 34 ladies and 7
girls, with several ladies who don’t attend church.
The girls loved their food and some fun activities
too! Sandra Hamilton shared a devotion about
friendship, reminding us of the most important
friendship being with God our Saviour. Tessa Keast
talked about the conditions in Sri Lanka and the
work that Rebecca is doing through Wings of Hope,
Mukti, where the toilet will be. The event was a
wonderful success with lots of encouraging
feedback and we were thrilled to raise the $750 for
the toilet with some generous donations. We’re very
thankful for this opportunity to help the families in
Sri Lanka and pray that God may use this time of
fellowship to touch the lives of the ladies who
attended. - Esther Hamilton

On Saturday 24 November youth had a talk from
Brandon Fisher of the RP Church on Mission
while Katherine Fishley of Knox PCEA spoke of
her work in Thailand over more than 20 years.

The ever active Ulverstone craft group made a
baby cot quilt. Here’s Janice Hingston presenting
it to Tanya Keast.

_
Sorry to say most congregations have not sent in
news this year. Please contribute to the
fellowship between our congregations and send
items by 20 January ready for our next issue on
1 February 2019.
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