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many decisions stood the test of time is hard to gauge.
Billy certainly reaped where others had sown. Where
adequately followed up, about 75% seem to have
done so, but many, referred to churches not Gospelgrounded, did not. Certainly, Sydney Anglican
support and Baptist involvement were very
significant, although Billy required all major
Protestant churches to support a Crusade before he
would come. This was a problem given liberals would
support in the hope of gaining additions to their
churches. The organisation by the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association (formed 1950) was
formidable. At any rate, many theological students
and missionaries over the next ten years were a result
of 1959. How many who made decisions but became
hostile is unknown. The PCEA attitude was mixed:
two ministers supported the Crusade, three opposed it
and five were in the middle. Like Dr Martyn LloydJones, a majority appreciated that Billy held to a
supernatural redemptive Gospel even if there were
less happy aspects. Billy’s second Australian visit in
1968-69 had different results – still significant but
less in number and impact. Times had changed.
Billy was free of sexual or financial scandal, not
excessively emotional or denunciatory. He liked to be
associated with prominent figures ostensibly because
of the publicity for the Gospel it could bring. There
was some wavering from the old paths in regard to the
fate of unbelievers. In some ways Billy was a pastor’s
dilemma. Now he has passed from this world. We
thank God for the good he did, and we are thankful
that endeavours such Christianity Today (1956) and
the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization
owed much to his efforts, and have contributed to a
healthier theology in many evangelical circles than
existed 60 years ago. #

FROM THE
EDITOR
The death of William
Franklin ‘Billy’ Graham
on 21 February, just
short of his 100th
birthday, made news
around the world. Billy
was raised on a dairy farm by parents who belonged
to the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. He
didn’t enjoy church and preferred baseball, but when
15 years of age was persuaded to hear a visiting
evangelist, the zealous, single-minded Independent
Baptist preacher and temperance advocate Mordecai
Ham. Billy committed his life to Christ. A few years
later he was off to Bible College. At Wheaton he met
Ruth Bell (1920-2007) and they married in 1943 after
graduation. Ruth was the daughter of Presbyterian
medical missionaries in China and remained
Presbyterian. She often taught Sunday School.
Graham’s father in law, L. Nelson Bell retired in
1941, lived over the street and was very influential on
Billy. Bell started the Southern Presbyterian Journal
in the interest of conservative Presbyterianism.
Billy spent two years as the first employee of
Youth for Christ and then, from 1947 to 2005,
conducted crusades or missions around the world as
an ordained Southern Baptist minister. He gradually
came to reject racial segregation by about 1956,
despite the views of his father-in- law that such was
‘Christian and kind’. His first Crusade in South Africa
therefore did not occur until 1973.
The first Billy Graham Crusade planned for
Australia occurred in 1959. There were 26,440
enquirers in Melbourne and 56,780 in Sydney. How
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CHINESE
MISSIONS IN
AUSTRALIA

THE MURDERER
AND THE
MISSIONARY

The discovery of gold in 1851 brought tens of
thousands of Chinese men to Victoria. As late as
1868 there were still about 20,000 in Victoria with
those from See Yup the most numerous, those
from Sam Yup fewer but better educated, and
others from Heang Sam and Amoy. An interdenominational Mission to the Chinese was
formed in 1855 with the support of prominent
Free Presbyterians such as the Rev. Dr Adam
Cairns. The Rev. William Young (1816-86), who
had worked with the London Missionary Society
in Amoy and who had arrived in Sydney the
previous year, was engaged as as superintendent
based at Castlemaine.
In 1857 a chapel was opened in East Ballarat
(Clayton’s Hill) with Rev Sam Uen of the Church
of England as Missioner. However, late in 1859
the Anglican Bishop withdrew to set up its own
organisation. With the collapse of the local
Committee the Presbyterian Church of Victoria
resolved on 3 May 1860 to establish its own
mission and secured William Young as Missioner.
Mr Young was to continue largely in the Ballarat
area until 1870 or a little later when I think he
spent some time ministering to Malays in
Singapore before returning to London where he
died.
I add here that the Rev. George Mackie (182371) mentioned in the article arrived in Australia in
1849 and served the PCEA at Kiama-Jamberoo
1849-57 when he moved to Victorian parishes. He
was Convener of the Chinese Mission Committee.
The Rev. William P. Matthew (1831-1904), a man
of rather independent thought but of considerable
ability also in the Chinese language, was minister
at Pleasant Creek (Stawell) 1862-68, was then
superintendent of the Chinese (Home) Mission for
nearly two years 1868-70, and provided some
training for Ah Len. Ah Len was a missionary at
Beechworth and Ballarat before taking charge of
the Chinese Presbyterian Mission in Sydney in
August 1872.
The Rev. David Kerridge (PCEA Northern
Rivers) drew my attention to the following article
at the excellent National Library of Australia
TROVE website. I have supplied words in square
brackets. RSW

Dr. Kate Bagnall
https://www.nla.gov.au/blogs/trove/2018/01/11/t
he-murderer-and-the-missionary
At the end of May 1878, In Chee of Goulburn was
executed for the murder of a fellow Chinese, Li
Hock, the previous summer. In Chee had been
found guilty at the Goulburn Assizes of viciously
attacking Li Hock after arguing with him over
gambling losses, and so was sentenced to death.
One of the witnesses at In Chee’s execution
was a man named George Ah Len – a fact
officially noted in a declaration printed in the
NSW Government Gazette three days later:
We, the undersigned, do hereby declare and
testify that we have this day been present when
the extreme penalty of the law was executed on
the body of In Chee, lately convicted at the
Circuit Court, Goulburn, held on the tenth day
of April, 1878, and duly sentenced to death.
And that the said In Chee was, in pursuance of
such sentence ‘hanged by the neck until his
body was dead.’
George Ah Len was the only Chinese among the
seventeen official witnesses to In Chee’s
execution. Others included the medical officer,
gaoler and warders from Goulburn gaol - where In
Chee was incarcerated and the execution took
place - and local constables. But who was George
Ah Len, and why was he present at the execution
of his countryman?
Historical newspapers and the NSW
Government Gazette, both digitised in Trove, are
an excellent place to begin to answer these
questions. Using these sources, we can follow
George Ah Len from the Victorian goldfields of
the late 1860s through to his death in Sydney in
1889 – including his involvement with the 1878
murder case.
The earliest Trove newspapers reference to
George Ah Len is late in 1868, when it was
reported that Ah Len had been baptised at
Maryborough, Victoria and had begun to train in
Melbourne as a Presbyterian evangelist. After his
baptism, Ah Len became George Graham Mackie
Ah Len – a name borrowed from the convenor of
the committee of the Presbyterian Mission to the
3
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Aborigines and Chinese, the Rev. George Mackie.
George Ah Len worked as a missionary to his
countrymen at Beechworth for three and a half
years before moving to Sydney in 1872.
[Actually, the borrowing is from the Rev. George
Graham, minister of Beechworth 1869-73, and the
Rev. George Mackie, and Ah Len worked for
about 2 years not three and a half.]
George Ah Len was sent north to New South
Wales to take charge of the Presbyterian Church’s
Sydney Chinese Mission. The mission aimed to
convert the city’s Chinese residents to
Christianity, as well as those who passed through
on their way to and from the goldfields and
elsewhere in the colony. A report on George Ah
Len's work in November 1878 described how he
conducted regular Sunday services out of the
Ragged School in Harrington Street in the Rocks,
with attendance of twenty to thirty Chinese.
George also spent much time ‘visiting the Chinese
in their own homes and of conversing with them
about the gospel of Christ’. It was noted that of
about 900 Chinese living in Sydney, sixteen had
been baptised.
It was in 1878 that George Ah Len met In
Chee, the man sentenced to hang for the murder
of Li Hock. After the date for his execution had
been set, In Chee agreed to being visited by a
Chinese missionary, despite not being a Christian.
George Ah Len, who had recently been
naturalised as a British subject, was sent down
from Sydney, and over the following fortnight he
met and ministered to the condemned man.
On 27 May 1878, In Chee was baptised by the
Rev. Andrew Macdonald Tait [1840-1902] of the
Goulburn parish, taking the Christian name of
Paul. The following morning, after prayers and
words of comfort from George Ah Len, In Chee
was executed. He was buried in the Presbyterian
cemetery. A year later it was reported that
Goulburn’s Chinese residents performed
traditional rituals at his grave during the hungry
ghost festival (中元節).

STORY-A-MONTH-CLUB.org.uk
Irene Howat edited the Free Church of
Scotland's magazine for children for
over 20 years as well as writing for
children. Of her nearly 60 books
published by Christian Focus
Publications, over half of them are for
wee ones. Mrs Howat also runs an
online story a month club which you
will find at http://www.story-amonth-club.org.uk
This is a very worthwhile venture.
Membership is absolutely free and
children of primary school age receive
a newly written story on the first of
every month. The sign-up process is
simple. The Story a Month Club has
members in a number of countries and
would love to extend to Australia. Her
children’s books sell well in Australia,
and here is another way to encourage
good reading.
What Stories?
Science fascinated James Clerk Maxwell as
a boy in the 19th Century. Years later he did
the groundwork for radio, television … even
satellite navigation! James, “looked through
nature to nature’s God.”

George Ah Len died on 23 April 1889 at his home
at 4 Queen Street, Sydney, aged 52. He had lived
in Queen Street from his earliest days in the city –
an
unclaimed
letter
notice in
the
NSW Government Gazette in 1874 had, for
example, given his address as Queen Street.
George was mourned by his wife, Chin Sheng
Geong, who had arrived in Sydney in 1877, and
their six Sydney-born children, including twin
baby sons Peter and Thomas.#

Mary Slessor rescued new-born twins left
out to die in Calabar. When no evil spirits
attacked her, parents started keeping their
babies.
These are just two of the characters who will
interest and inspire club members.#
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first minister of our church in Victoria, the Rev.
James Forbes (1813-51), urged moderation but
ultimately was a strong supporter of total abstinence
as the most appropriate practice in the infant colony.

WINE &
GOD’S WORD

Scripture
While it is clear drinking to excess can lead to the
sin of drunkenness and thus involved fermented
drinks, and while it is clear some, like those who
took the Nazarite vow (Numbers 6:1-4) or the
nomadic Rechabites, who for their own reasons
vowed total abstinence (1 Sam 30:29; Jeremiah 35),
it is not so clear that wine was always of the typical
10 to 15% ABV but rather less. Then again, by NT
times it was common to add water to wine so
diluting the alcoholic content. Indeed, a very early
record of the Lord’s Supper recorded by Justin
Martyr of Rome (AD 150) specifically refers to ‘a
cup of wine mixed with water’ being used (Apology
1:65). If Genesis 40:11 is understood as its surface
meaning suggests, the cup-bearer pressed the grapes
directly into Pharaoh’s cup, thus the drink was
virtually unfermented. At any rate, this may remind
us of the words of Proverbs 31:4 – ‘It is not for kings
to drink wine nor for rulers to crave beer lest they
drink and forget what has been decreed and deprive
all the oppressed of their rights.’ Alcohol relaxes and
reduces inhibitions; used wrongly it distorts
judgment, produces mockers and leads to fighting
(Proverbs 20:1). Of course, it should not be
supposed that the ancients were entirely ignorant of
ways to limit fermentation or to remove the alcohol
content (the simplest method being by evaporating
the alcohol at its boiling point of 78 degrees
Centigrade).

Rowland Ward
Fruit juice, grain and honey have been used for
thousands of years to make alcoholic drinks. If
thorns and thistles symbolised the difficult
relationship with the environment that sin brings,
Noah planted a vineyard which produced bountifully
and Noah ended up drunk in his tent. Clearly this
righteous man, who, as a kind of second Adam, had
stepped on to a newly cleansed earth after the Flood,
was not so righteous that the redemption of the
world would be accomplished by him. Mind you, the
process of fermentation was not understood properly
until demonstrated by Louis Pasteur about 1858.
Grapes in the wild contain natural sugars which,
when the skin of the grape is broken, interact with
yeasts that live on the skin. The yeasts grow and
metabolise the sugars producing alcohol and carbon
dioxide as waste products. The carbon dioxide gas
produces a boiling effect hence the term
fermentation.
By selection of different yeasts, the alcohol by
volume [ABV] in wine can vary between 5 and 20%
but 10 to 15% is usual as yeasts typically succumb
to the toxity of alcohol above this range. Beer is 2 to
6% ABV. Given the frequent difficulty of reliable
and safe water supplies for drinking, it is
understandable, if for no other reason, that use of
wine and beer has been common throughout human
history. In fact, the Bible, while having many
warnings against excess and drunkenness, has
positive comments on the value of wine which
gladdens the heart.
The scientific process of distillation of fermented
wine to remove excess water and increase the
alcoholic content is usually credited to the medieval
Arabs in the 9th century. Thus, brandy is typically
35% alcohol by volume and whisky 40% or more
with Polish vodka almost 100% pure alcohol. Port
wine is wine with additional alcohol added to be
about 20% ABV. It is perhaps not surprising that
drinks with a high alcohol content through
distillation (ie. spirituous liquors) have been often
criticised due to health issues, the danger of abuse
and the cost.
In some Christian circles, particularly since the
temperance agitation of the 19th century, the use of
any drinks containing alcohol has been regarded as
itself sinful. This is a claim without foundation in the
word of God. On the other hand, many Christians
consider there is much to be said for total abstinence
given the prevalence of excessive use in our society
when non-alcoholic drinks are readily available. The

‘It is not for kings to drink wine nor
for rulers to crave beer lest they
drink and forget what has been
decreed and deprive all the
oppressed of their rights.’
The supper
It is of interest that at the institution of the Supper by
our Lord Jesus refers to ‘the fruit of the vine’ (Matt
26:29; Mark 14;25; Luke 22:18) rather than wine as
such. It is true that the Mishnah, the collection of
traditional interpretations made by rabbinic Jews
about AD 300, uses this phrase to describe wine (at
Berakoth 6:1) but it is not obvious that a particular
wine is exclusively meant any more than the
reference in the same place to bread limits the kind
of bread, whether leavened or unleavened (or gluten
free!). While the term does not exclude wine made
from fermented grapes, it does not exclude wine
made from grapes the same day when fermentation
had not progressed, nor exclude dilution of
fermented wine with water. A little wine for
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medicinal reasons rather than only drinking water
was good advice for Timothy (1 Tim 5:23). Modern
knowledge suggests the antioxidants in red wine
convey health benefits, even when the alcohol
content has been lowered.
This writer has been a life-long total abstainer but
is no more prepared than James Forbes to brand as
sinful what is not so regarded in the Word of God.
The debate over the presence of alcohol in
communion wine is ultimately pointless.
Unfermented grape juice or de-alcoholised wine are
valid within the terminology as is ordinary
fermented wine. The drunkenness evident at Corinth
certainly demonstrates fermented wine was in use
there, although we also need to recall that the abuses
occurred because a regular meal was at that time
associated with the celebration of the Supper.

where bread and wine are not used in ordinary life
or are not obtainable, something equivalent may be
used. By the same token they generally rejected the
wafers of the Roman Church since these at best
provided an obscure analogy, not being normal food
and not even taken into the mouth by the
communicant’s hand.
The Supper is a real but spiritual meal. A normal
meal, represented by the staples of bread and wine,
sustains the body and gives joy to the heart. The
spiritual meal of the Supper is the feast of fellowship
and union with Christ through the Spirit for the
community of the faithful. Although the Supper rests
on the sacrifice of Christ for his people, it is not a
kind of passion play, and so is celebrated at a table
not an altar.
It is often described in terms of three Cs. (1)
Commemoration – looking back in faith to the
reality of the person and work of Christ for our
redemption – his life, death, resurrection, and
glorification for us; (2) Communion – feeding on
Christ through faith - the receptacle of the soul as the
mouth is the receptacle of the body. Thus, so surely
as I take into my mouth the symbols of his
redeeming love so through faith in Christ I just as
surely have communion and union with Christ and
share in all the benefits he has secured for his people;
(3) Consummation – as surely as I have union with
Christ through faith, and thus are here and now
nourished and refreshed spiritually, so surely will I
share in the resurrection glory with my Saviour at
the final feast, the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.

The colour of the wine is irrelevant, whether red or
white. The bread to hand at the Last Supper was
unleavened, because the Passover required the
exclusion of yeast from certain grains. Similarly, the
kind of bread is indifferent so long as it is bread
suitable to nourish the body. And whether the wine
is delivered through a common cup (regularly
refilled in larger congregations), or common cups
(for example, two were used in earlier times in our
East St Kilda congregation), or via individual cups
is also not a matter of doctrinal significance. The
basis of unity is Christ not a single physical loaf or a
single physical cup (1 Cor 10:17). The church is not
broken into pieces if more than one loaf or more than
one cup is used, or if communities of believers
celebrate in their geographically distant localities! It
is broken into pieces when there is a lack of loving
consideration of the needs of God’s people, even
weaker brothers and sisters, through undue
dogmatism
Our Reformed fathers also recognised that in
cases of necessity something other than the usual
rule may apply. They did not wish for innovations
but they looked at the fundamental idea of the
Supper as using the ordinary staples of food and
drink to represent spiritual realities. Thus, in cultures

The true analogy of the Supper
is a meal that nourishes and
sustains.
As an addendum, one final point may be noticed.
It is sometimes claimed that fermented wine must be
used because it represents a kind of spiritual
resurrection: the grapes are crushed but take on a
new life as fermentation occurs. Others argue that
the joy in the Holy Spirit is signified by the use of
fermented wine. These analogies are forced, leave us
wondering about the bread, and miss the true
analogy of the Supper as a meal that nourishes and
sustains. They readily lead to the original simplicity
of the Supper being lost. They suggest that some
modern Reformed authors have not pondered deeply
enough and cannot see beyond the bare letter of
Scripture to what Scripture is really getting at.
In Melbourne we progressed from the Port wine
at the East St Kilda church when I came in 1981, to
Jewish wine about 8% ABV, to the use of grape juice
from about 1990. Some years earlier we had moved
to individual cups which we found appropriate given
concerns (well-founded or otherwise) about health
issues including AIDS. #

6

The Presbyterian Banner

April 2018

2018 BANNER OF TRUTH AUSTRALIAN
CONFERENCE
The 2018 Banner of Truth Conference was held
at Collaroy Conference Centre, Sydney, from
Tuesday 13th to Friday 16th March. There was a
good attendance this year, with 90 people
resident and 130 including day visitors, most
(but not all) of whom were ministers or elders
and their wives. The PCEA was represented by
4 ministers, one minister’s wife and one elder.
Rev. Iain Murray was not able to travel from
Edinburgh as his wife is unwell, and as he
organises it from Edinburgh without a local
committee, there is always the risk of things
going wrong, but nothing did and everything ran
smoothly.
It is always a busy conference, with talks
morning, afternoon and evening, but there is
ample time for fellowship. The addresses were
well given, on helpful topics. Rev David Jones
of Ann St Presbyterian Church in Brisbane, but
soon to be retiring to Hobart, gave three
evening addresses on “Hosea – the love that
will not let us go”. Other speakers were:
Michael Prodigalidad of Stanmore Baptist
Church on “Entrusting the Gospel to Faithful
Men”; Simon Manchester of St Thomas’s
Anglican Church, Sydney, “Ministering to those
flagging in body or spirit”;
Noel Weeks, retired lecturer in Ancient History,
University of Sydney, gave 2 addresses on
“The loss of the influence of the OT in
preaching today”, and “Applying the text – the
example of Chronicles”;
Ed Loane, lecturer in Theology and Church
History at Moore College and a grandson of Dr
Marcus Loane spoke on “Facing Difficulties in
the ministry”; Rev Peter Barnes, minister of the
Presbyterian Church of NSW gave an address
on “Preaching the Gospel, Acts 2 and Acts
17”; and Allan Blanch, retired Anglican minister
from Sydney, spoke on “The Pastoral Wisdom
of John Newton”.
John Rawlinson from the Edinburgh office of
the Banner of Truth gave an update on its
work.
Copies of all these addresses will be available
soon in an MP3 format.
Having been to quite a number, I thought
this was one of the best Banner conferences I
have attended, though some things I would like
to see:
More psalm singing: Each segment began with
devotions, with the hymnbook each year that of
the Evangelical Movement of Wales. I have no
idea why this is the book of choice, but the
hymns are mostly 200+ years old, with obscure
tunes obviously unfamiliar to many. Why cannot
we sing more psalms?

Missions: It was great to have short
presentations from Reformation Translation
Fellowship and the Indian Reformed Fellowship
Australia, but there was no missions’ speaker
this year.
Looking at pastoral care: Since its inception, the
BTT has focused on preaching and had a
positive impact. However in many churches
(but not in the PCEA I hope), pastoral care is
declining, with a home visit from the minister a
rare event or a non-event. Conferences such as
this are an ideal time for raising this issue.
More younger men: It is good to meet up with
old friends, but it would be great to see more
young men coming to the Banner conference,
especially those representing ethnic churches.
The conference is biennial, so if you missed
this year – plan to attend in 2020! The ministry
is a hard job and all ministers would benefit from
time at a conference like this, so encourage
your minister and elders to attend too. Collaroy
is not a cheap venue, so deacons - think about
paying for your minister to have this time of
refreshment. - AFW
REFORMATION TRANSLATION
FELLOWSHIP
Since 1949 The Reformation Translation
Fellowship (RTF) has been translating
theological works into the Chinese language.
The purpose of the RTF is the building up of the
Church among Chinese people by producing
and distributing Christian literature consistent
with a distinctively Reformed theological
perspective. The work of translation and
publication is conducted by the Reformation
Translation Fellowship Publishing Company (改
革宗出版社) in Taiwan. Over 60 titles are in print
currently. The Australian support group, based
in Geelong, has a website:< rtfa.org.au> which
gives details of current projects and fundraising.
CRICKET AND COVETING
The cheating scandal that has shocked the
nation should not really shock given we live in a
culture that has forsaken its spiritual moorings.
The desire for glory rules so that the old saying
referring to poor behaviour - ‘It’s not cricket’ has lost its meaning. The Aussies are put on a
pedestal, draw inflated salaries, but are a
disgrace in wilful cheating for which was little
point anyway given they were not going to
change the end result. Sack the ringleaders,
fine others involved and start to set the new and
higher standards of sporting behaviour. The
South African team and supporters also are not
without blame in the current series, but this is
no excuse. If international cricket is to have a
future, change is needed.
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before his death and Jesus after his resurrection.
Mary, who knew him well, did not immediately
recognise him (John 20:14), nor did the men on the
Emmaus road (Luke 24:16). Further, locked doors
were no barrier to him appearing among the
disciples (John 20:19,26). Similarly, he disappeared
at will. Clearly, all is not precisely the same as
before.

Resurrection and
Reality
Rowland S. Ward

It was a supernatural event
which has God’s direct action
as its cause and thus, while
occurring within history,
transcends the historical
investigation usual to other
historical events.

Jesus’ bodily resurrection from the dead is at the
very heart of what Christians believe. Let’s consider
first what the bodily resurrection of Jesus tells us
about the nature of the Christian faith, and then what
the resurrection meant for Jesus.
I: THE NATURE OF CHRISTIAN FAITH
An event in space and time
According to the Bible, Jesus’ resurrection was a
real resurrection in the realm of history and
experience. His body could be seen and touched.
The marks of the nails and of the spear thrust were
present (John 21:27). He could eat breakfast with his
disciples (John 21). His voice had the same accent
(John 20:16). He retained the same mannerisms
(Luke 24:30). He said himself, “A spirit does not
have flesh and bones as I have” (Luke 24:39).
Clearly, Jesus was the same person after his
resurrection as he was before his death. He existed
in space and time; he could be heard, seen and
touched (1 John 1:1).
Hence the tomb had to be empty. Of itself the
empty tomb does not prove the resurrection of Jesus,
but if the tomb was not empty we certainly cannot
have a real resurrection. Similarly, if the Jewish
leaders could have produced the body of Jesus the
infant Christian movement would have been stopped
in its tracks. Given the stress on Jesus’ burial as one
of the matters of first importance, and the
resurrection ‘the third day’ after it (1 Corinthians
15:4), it must be that the resurrection is related to
Jesus’ burial and is, as it were, the reversal of it.
Indeed, it is not merely that ‘he was raised’ as
common translations of 1 Cor 15:4 have it (which
could be taken as a mere past event), but that ‘he has
been raised’ (the Greek is in the perfect tense
indicating Jesus’ resurrection life continues). The
risen Jesus was not a figment of the disciples’
imagination. The resurrection was not an event in
their minds but an objective reality in space and
time. It was a supernatural event which has God’s
direct action as its cause and thus, while occurring
within
history,
transcends the
historical
investigation usual to other historical events.

The reality is that Jesus was crucified in weakness
but raised by God’s power (2 Cor 13:4). Jesus had
not been reanimated to resume his old life, but he
had been resurrected to a higher form of bodily life
that was no longer subject to death. As 1 Corinthians
15:44-49 reminds us, Jesus had borne the likeness of
Adam - the earthly, natural body; but through the
resurrection he attained the heavenly, spiritual body.
This is not an ethereal or ghostly body – contra the
original RSV translation (the contrast is with the
natural not the physical) - but a body fitted for the
world of everlasting righteousness, a body
empowered by the Spirit of God.
Jesus has become the ‘life-giving spirit’ (1
Corinthians 15:45), that is, he is the beginning of
God’s new creation and the source of the kind of life
that belongs to God’s promised kingdom.
Objections
The bodily resurrection of Jesus is a confronting
challenge to all opposing views. It is not surprising
that it is the point at which attack is constantly made.
The Greeks of New Testament times believed that
the greatest thing was for the spiritual soul to be
freed from its prison house of a material body. To
them the very idea of a bodily resurrection was folly.
However, the Biblical picture is that the material
creation is not evil. Everything God made was
‘good’, that is, not absolutely perfect – for, if so, how
could anything go wrong and why was there a task
for humanity to ‘subdue’ the earth? - but it was free
of moral evil and just as God intended. To disparage
the reality of the bodily resurrection on the ground
that the physical is unfitting or evil is to disparage
the wisdom and goodness of God who made it.
There are also others, like the ancient Sadducees,
who find the physicality of the resurrection and even
the existence of the soul after death offensive or an

Not a mere reanimation
What has been said about the Risen Lord does not
mean that there were no differences between Jesus
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opinion of the weak-minded. To those attached to a
naturalistic world-view nothing is more normal than
the cycle of birth and death. To affirm the bodily
resurrection among such materialists is to challenge
their entire world-view. It is to assert that God is in
control, not natural forces. It is to assert that Jesus is
not an evolution out of the human race, but the very
Son of God who has intervened to break the
abnormal cycle of sin and death in the human family.
Still others concede much of the naturalistic viewpoint but want the comfort of belief in some kind of
ultimate meaning. In traditionally Christian cultures
they find it convenient to radically reinterpret the
language of historic Christianity. The language of
resurrection becomes for them a metaphor
expressing hope for a better future, but it is not based
on objective reality in space, time and history. This
‘progressive Christianity’ becomes psychology.
Objective reality is exchanged for subjective
feelings and beliefs allegedly common to all
religions. Such a subjectivistic faith cannot claim the
support of the Bible. It does not solve the human
predicament of sin and guilt, nor remove our fear of
death and judgment. And it leaves no place for the
living, loving Lord of creation, the God who acts in
history to deliver rebellious creatures and bring them
to the promised perfect glory.

Accordingly, the fact that the Father has raised
him means that Jesus’ death is attested as accepted
and effective, and Jesus is declared the Righteous
One. By his death he destroyed death since by his
death he became no longer subject to it. As the
sinless one in our nature Jesus acted as our High
Priest. He offered himself, and his offering was fully
righteous and fully meritorious. Therefore, the
Father raised and glorified him.
That Christ died is an historical event that can be
investigated and traced historically at least to some
extent, but the interpretation Christ died for our sins
is not capable of such investigation in the ordinary
way. It is not even capable of being truly believed
by the natural man but is only received and
understood by faith according to the witness of
God’s word and through the power of the Holy
Spirit.
The heart of Christ’s saving work
In Romans 1:3-4 Paul tells us that the Gospel
concerns God’s Son, he who was eternally with the
Father (John 1:1). Concerning the Son, Paul says, as
I understand it, that there were two stages in his
experience. Firstly, ‘he came of the seed of David
according to the flesh’. Secondly, ‘he was appointed
the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of
holiness’. The link marking the transition between
these two stages was his resurrection from the dead.
Jesus’ earlier history, involving descent from King
David’s line, to which was attached the Messianic
promise, was one of weakness, vulnerability and
humiliation, that is, it was according to the flesh. He
was a servant, and everything a servant is he was. He
took our nature, sin excepted, since he must share
our humanity if he would deal with sin and achieve
salvation for us.

II: THE RESURRECTION AND JESUS
What the resurrection demonstrates
The New Testament emphasises that the resurrection
is the Father’s vindication of his Son. He had
claimed to be the Messiah, the promised Anointed
One who would deliver God’s people from their
sins. That claim seemed to be baseless when he was
condemned. How could a convicted blasphemer be
the Messiah? But the one the people rejected was the
one the Father accepted. Jesus’ claim to a unique
relationship to the divine Father as the equally divine
Son was vindicated when he was raised.
However, the resurrection should not be thought
of simply as a proof of the deity of Christ. Indeed, if
his death was simply death at the hands of wicked
men of one who was God’s Son and the Messiah,
why was it permitted? Why should there be such a
death at all?
The short but fundamental answer is that ‘Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures’ (1
Corinthians 15:3). There was in his death a divine
purpose. God did not spare his own Son but
delivered him up (Romans 8:32) without any lastminute reprieve as in Abraham’s case (Genesis 22).
Peter affirms: ‘This man was handed over to you by
God’s set purpose and foreknowledge’ (Acts 2:23).
It was God’s will that his Servant should suffer, but
it was for our sins. The punishment that brings us
peace was laid upon him (Isaiah 53:5,10).

Following the cross of
condemnation there is the
coronation crown of glory and
honour fulfilling the promise of
Messiah’s endless reign.
But following the cross of condemnation there is
the coronation crown of glory and honour fulfilling
the promise of Messiah’s endless reign. Thus,
through the resurrection he who always was the Son
of God is appointed Son of God with power
according to the Spirit of holiness.
So the resurrection of Jesus was transforming for
Jesus’ humanity: humiliation gave way to exaltation.
The one that men crucified, God made both Lord and
Christ (Acts 2:36). Jesus’ resurrection does not make
him God’s Son but invests him with the glory and
majesty that belongs to him as the Righteous Son,
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2. What was the effect of one man’s disobedience,
and another’s obedience?
Chapter 6
3. What is the result of our having died with Christ?
4. Why should sin not have dominion over us?
1. What is the contrast between the wages of sin and
the gift of God?
Chapter 7
2. For what purpose are we delivered from the law?
3.
By what means did sin become exceeding sinful
in Paul’s experience?
4. Whom did Paul thank for deliverance from the
body of death? (2 verses)
JUNIOR
GENESIS chapter 4
1. What offerings did Cain and Abel bring, and [to]
which one did God [have] respect?
2. What curse did God place on Cain for killing his
brother?
3. Why did Eve call her son Seth?
Chapter 5
4. What happened to Enoch because he walked with
God?

the Son of God in our nature glorified and
empowered by the Spirit of God.
Thus, Jesus has all authority in heaven and on
earth given to him. His position at God’s ‘right hand’
is an executive authority that extends to angels,
rulers and powers in every sphere. His rule has in
view the salvation of his people (Ephesians 1:19-22)
and the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:9-11).
Hence, Jesus’ redemptive activity does not end with
his atoning death and resurrection in glory. It is
powerfully carried on through the outpoured Spirit
here on earth and in Christ’s heavenly intercession.
Christ’s continuing work
The Spirit is not a poor substitute for Christ but the
means by which Christ is fully present with his
people. So close is this relationship in the experience
of the believer that Paul can affirm ‘the Lord is the
Spirit’ (2 Corinthians 3:17), without at all denying
the reality of personal distinction between Jesus
Christ and the Holy Spirit.
Through his resurrection and exaltation Jesus
appears in God’s presence for us (Romans 8:34;
Hebrews 9:24). We are in fact encouraged to come
to him since ‘he is able to save completely those who
come to God through him because he always lives to
make intercession for them’ (Hebrews 7:25).
Just as the Jewish High Priest bore the names of
the tribes of Israel on his breast-piece so Christ’s
intercession is personal for all his people, his
presence in heaven in the virtue of his saving work
being an eloquent intercession.

APRIL 2018
SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE
Intermediate omit questions 5 and 7
ROMANS chapter 8
1. What was accomplished by God’s sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh? (2
verses)
2. If the Spirit witnesses with our spirit that we are
the children of God, what follows? (2 verses)
3. To whom do all things work together for good?
4. Can anything separate us from the love of God in
Christ? (2 verses)
Chapter 9
5. Write out the verse in Exodus 33 that Paul quotes
to show that God is not unrighteous.
6. Why had Israel not attained to the law of
righteousness? (2 verses)
Chapter 10
7. Write out the three verses in Deuteronomy 30
that Paul quotes, describing the word of faith.
8. What is the connection between faith, hearing,
and the word of God?

Conclusion
Christians insist that God is committed to his
creation, committed to the human family, committed
to the material as well as the spiritual, committed to
the glorification of creation so that it realises it goal.
The resurrection of Jesus demonstrates this. The
universe had its beginning in the will of God and it
finds its destiny in him also.
Jesus’ resurrection is the pledge of the believers’
hope: ‘because he lives we shall live also’ (John
14:19). Life and immortality have been brought to
light! (2 Tim 1:10). God has justified his Son that
through faith in him you might be declared not guilty
and receive eternal life as a free gift of God’s mercy.
This is indeed good news. Jesus lives! Jesus reigns!
Jesus is Lord! It is this One on whom you are to
believe. It is before this One that you must bow.#
___________________________________________

JUNIOR
GENESIS chapter 6
1. What did God say he would do to man because
his wickedness was great? But who found grace
in his eyes? (2 verses)
2. Which people and which animals did God tell
Noah to bring into the ark? (3 verses)
Chapter 7
3. What happened on the 17th day of the second
month of the 600th year of Noah’s life? How
long was the rain on the earth? (2 verses)
4. Was there any living thing on the earth after the
flood?

SEARCH WORK
MARCH 2018
SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE
Intermediate omit questions 7 and 8
ROMANS chapter 5
1. How does God commend [demonstrate] his love
toward us?
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the weekends. Such a pattern highlights our need
for short-term student accommodation. We have
one pastor coming from just inside the KwazuluNatal/Eastern Cape border, so our student body is
truly spread out over much of the province.
Our oldest graduate this year serves a
congregation beside the historic Transkei location
of Tiyo Soga’s place of burial. Our youngest
graduate has stayed on at Dumisani and has
entered the Advanced Ministry Studies
programme. He lives on campus and often helps
at night with security checks.
Four students were honoured by being
recognised for completing their B.Th. degree
through North-West University and facilitated
through Dumisani. Every one of these students
came through the complete Dumisani programme
by completing first our certificate, then our
diploma, and finally the NWU degree.
There were four speakers for the day. The
principal’s report gave highlights of 2017 and
outlined some areas tha#t will be focused on in
2018. Two graduating speakers spoke, Mr. Mkebe
and Mr. Siguqa, for their respective graduating
classes. Dr. Bryson Arthur brought the sermon
based upon Luke 24:13-35 under the theme of
“Theological Journey: The Awakening” whereby
he spoke about the two disciples on the road to
Emmaus encountering the Lord Jesus.
This year we introduced the Principal’s Awards
for Academic Merit. These were presented to Mr.
Hogana, Mr. Siguqu, and Mrs. Landingwe. Each
graduate also received a gift bag of commentaries
and Christian literature.#

Dumisani 2018 Graduation
& Awards Recognition Day
J.C. Whytock
On February 24th 2018 the Graduation and
Awards Recognition Day was held for Dumisani
Theological Institute & Bible School in the
Eastern Cape, South Africa. This is the 39th year
of the ministry of Dumisani as a training
institution.
Twenty-three were honoured at the ceremony.
Here is a glimpse of some of our graduates. We
had our first husband and wife graduate together
in the Certificate of Christian Foundations
programme. The husband serves as a pastor in a
township beside Berlin village and his wife
teaches school in Peddie. They are also involved
with several school assemblies where they have
opportunity to share the gospel.
Two students from the diaspora Ethiopian
community graduated this year. These graduates
are involved in a large evangelical Ethiopian
congregation which is centralised in King
William’s Town but reaches Ethiopian
immigrants from a very large radius. Wilbert
Chipenyu, our visiting lecturer from Timothy
Two ministries, and I visited this 300 member
congregation and brought greetings and a report
on Dumisani one Sunday.
We had students from the Transkei area
graduate, many of whom have been staying three
days a week in King William’s Town and then
returning to their home villages for ministry over
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CHINA CRACKDOWN
A Catholic church in Xi’an, the capital of the
north China province of Shaanxi was
demolished on 27 December 2017. In the
same province the Golden Lampstand Church
in Linfen (pictured) was demolished by
authorities. The area is a poor coal region and
the church was built by sacrificial giving of
the equivalent of over A$3 million in the
1990s. The unregistered church has a
following of 50,000. The authorities are
cracking down on any perceived threat to
their social control. The usual justification is
breach of planning or building codes.

in India also mean Mukti India has considered it
appropriate to limit somewhat short-term teams.
There are still opportunities (for short-term
workers in India, for which contact
admin@mukti.org.au and opportunities exist in
Sri Lanka as well.
SOUTHERN PRESBYTERY
The meeting on 10 March was held at Knox
Church, Wantirna. It was a positive meeting with
good unanimity. The Presbytery is planning a
psalm-singing/picnic or lunch at a date to be
announced and will look at resuming family
camps which have not been held for a number of
years.
The need for suitable ministers is obvious with
Geelong, Ulverstone and Narre Warren vacant.
The minister at Carrum Downs, David Kumnick,
continues with health issues which will keep him
out of action for some weeks. Interim-Moderator
of the station, Rowland Ward, who has preached
every few weeks in 2017 will assume
responsibility from 1 April.
The death of Mrs Isabella Bryans occurred on
3 March. Isabella was born on the Isle of Lewis
and with her Ulster-born husband Trevor became
a member at Carrum Downs in 2012 by
disjunction certificate from St George’s PCEA,
which they had made their home some years
before. Isabella endeared herself to the small
congregation but had been declining for some
months. Trevor gave wonderful care at home.
Isabella died peacefully at Peninsula Private
Hospital. The funeral service was conducted at St
Kilda Presbyterian Church (kindly loaned) by Dr
Rowland Ward and private graveside committal
was at Springvale Botanic Cemetery.
The church building at Carrum Downs is
virtually complete apart from some parking and
landscaping. The build has been trouble-free other
than a mix-up of paper work lodged by the
electrician which has delayed completion by a
couple of weeks. The official opening is planned
for 21 April 2018 at 2.30pm.
Rev Tut Wan Yoa of All Nations PCEA is the
only ministerial member of the TaskForce
recently established by the Victoria Police to
address issues in the Southern Sudanese
community in Melbourne. The Session plans to
run programmes to assist the Congregation to
become an agent of change in the wider
community. Mr Yoa is Moderator-elect of the
2018 PCEA Synod.

MUKTI AUSTRALIA INC.
On 31 December 2017, Dr Rowland Ward stepped
down from his role as Chair, a position he held for
16 years. He remains on the Board and the New
Chair is Garry Elliott, a Police Officer from
Adelaide and a long-term supporter. Rowland and
Garry paid a quick visit to Perth on 5 December
2017 so that Garry could be introduced to the
Mukti India Director, Mrs Lorraine Francis and
Finance Director Anil Francis, who were on
deputation in WA at the time.
Mukti Australia has occupied office at 5 Court
Street Box Hill for 20 years. However, the
building’s owner, Christian agency Steer Inc.,
sold the building and the new owner required
vacant possession. Modest offices at 9/653
Mountain Hwy, Bayswater 3153 were secured in
December and occupied in February. The
telephone and email addresses are unchanged.
Mukti Australia has expanded significantly
over the last decade. At the beginning of 2017 a
partnership was established with a small agency
in Sri Lanka called Wings of Hope and this has
received significant support in its Christian
humanitarian work among poor tea pickers in
Hatton. Increasing restrictions on Christian work

This is a small space but we could have
made much more room for your
congregational news if you sent it in!
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