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See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone.
Flowers appear on the earth;
the season of singing has come, the cooing of doves is hears in our land.
Song of Songs 2:11-12
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The devastating news came out just a month before Christmas last
year. It seems some half a million children in Australia won’t find anything for them under the Christmas tree this Christmas. In fact, most of
them won’t even have a Christmas tree at all!
That this news item comes out of a Roy Morgan poll commissioned
by the Salvation Army, which is very much promoting The Salvation
Army’s Christmas Appeal, is no surprise. Apparently many hundreds of
thousands of Australians will enter into debt to be able to afford Christmas this year.
So why have Christmas this year? If it is such an occasion of overindulgence and thus of much waste, just skip it this year. Or, at the
very least, seriously cut back on your spending. Put strict limits on
what you spend on gifts, how many gifts you buy, and tell the children
why.
The Salvation Army describes “blessing families” with having a
Christmas “they could never afford to have”. But how about the true
spirit of Christmas where God’s Son gave up heaven itself to be born
in the most lowly of circumstances? Wouldn’t it be meaningful, by going without, to appreciate what it cost God to give us the precious faith
that makes all the difference in us today? Not getting a Christmas present can be a valuable life lesson.
Ah, that side of Christmas, however, is becoming increasingly
pushed out. In fact, so foreign is the real reason for the season that a
twenty-something woman was overheard saying to her friend in a Target store after noticing a Nativity scene, “Trust the Christians to try and
get in on Christmas!”
This means that as we have the opportunity let’s tell them the real
reason for the season. Gently tell them whose name is in ‘Christ-mas’.
But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son,
born of a woman, born under law,
to redeem those under law,
that we might receive the full rights of sons.
Galatians 4:4-5
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How To Help A Friend
...by being one first!
The subject of friendship is a bit
more than it seems. Actually, it
covers everyone you could ever
come into contact with. The Bible
is very clear on this. It is not only
someone we have a distinct relationship with, it is anyone we meet.
As one quote goes, “There are no
strangers here – only friends you
have yet to meet!”
The Hebrew word for friend,
rea, appears 187 times and is
used for friend, neighbour, or associate – whether close or occasional. Our Lord Himself showed
the extensive breadth of this word
when he quoted Leviticus 19 verse
18, “You shall love your rea as
yourself.” We know rea as
neighbour – but the word rea also
means friend.
So when we have the subject of
helping friends, we are really talking about being open to helping
anyone at all. And isn’t that what
stands out about Christians most?
Shouldn’t those around us see,
even in a brief encounter with us,
the difference there is in us?
I think we are all too painfully
aware of the reality, however. We
aren’t like that at all. There have
been many situations where we
have failed to be true friends.
Does that mean, though, we
are trying to do the impossible?
Rather than ending up hurting
someone else again, shouldn’t we
leave any help up to the professionals? There are other people a
lot better at helping with those
problems than we are.
That’s the view many people
take. They are like the priest and
the Levite who make the choice to
pass by on the other side. Their
own personal comfort is what
counts – whether they do it deliberately or, as is more often the
case, without realising the meaning of their action – or lack thereof.
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Where true friendship begins
Naturally we turn to God’s Word
for the answer. And it is in John’s
Gospel chapter 15, the verses 9
till 17, that we see the Lord pointing out a distinctive change that is
occurring in his relationship with
his own people – those who would
be part of the Church. The
change is such that Jesus now
calls us his friends and not his
servants, which is how he described believers earlier on.
The reason why lies in what
our Lord himself is about to go
through. It is his doing and dying
for us which brings us into the fullest fellowship with Him – a fellowship in which we are empowered
by the Holy Spirit to be as Christ
Himself is to the world.
Note that – as Christ Himself.
What the Old Testament believers
could only have a glimpse of, we
share in completely. Where the
Old Testament believers needed
to go to certain spirit-filled people
in order to have God’s guidance
and be able to go his way, we
have his Spirit living within ourselves. The Temple of God is no
longer on top of a hill in Palestine
– it is in the hearts of all believers.
This is why we are friends now.
We are able to share. And we are
able to share nothing less than the
Gospel itself – the good news Jesus Christ came to proclaim and
to fulfil in himself.
Yet it may seem that these
verses aren’t exactly helping us
learn to be friends. That’s true.
These words tell us, though, that
we are true friends because we
are friends with The Greatest
Friend.
There are no options here. If
we truly believe, we have to truly
love. In the words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who died in a concentration camp because he was Jesus’
friend, “He who can no longer lis3

ten to his brother will soon no
longer be listening to God, either.”
Where the Bible deals with
this most
We have seen the basis for being friends. This is not an option.
This is what we are. So – let’s
be this. Let’s turn to the scripture which deals most with what
being a friend is. Could anyone
hazard a guess to where that
might be? Where would we
most likely find the wisdom on
this? (That’s a clue, by the way!)
Yes, it’s one of those books of
wisdom, the Book of Proverbs.
And as we find in the nature of
Proverbs, it’s a teaching that is
found in those little proverbs dispersed throughout this book.
Many of us are familiar with
similar proverbs that crop up in
the reading of Proverbs. It
doesn’t have the kind of structure that we in the western world
have, but consists of different
collections of sayings, mostly
from Solomon, but also from others.
As we look up “friends” in
Proverbs, through the word rea,
we come across its use on some
32 occasions. Looking through
these, we find that most bring
out a particular attribute which
helps those we have some acquaintance with – whether close
friends or right across the range
to your neighbour next door.
When we look at them a little
closer, we can divide those attributes describing a good friend
into four areas. These four areas describe a good friend as
being faithful, truthful, fruitful,
and tactful. Let’s look at each of
these and match up our own life
experiences against them.
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A good friend is faithful
In Proverbs 14 verse 20 we read,
The poor are shunned even by
their neighbours, but the rich
have many friends.
But let’s not stop there. Turn
to Proverbs 19 verse 4 says,
Wealth brings many friends, but a
poor man’s friend deserts him.
Then a couple of verses down,
there are the verses 6 and 7:
Many curry favour with a ruler,
and everyone is the friend of the
man who gives gifts. A poor man
is shunned by all his relatives – how much more do
his friends avoid him!
Though he pursues them
with pleading, they are
nowhere to be found.
These four verses are
not exactly extolling the
faithfulness of a friend, are
they? We would say that
these friends are fairweather friends. They’re
not really friends at all.
And that’s precisely it!
Proverbs shows us what a
good friend is like by
pointing out the bad
friends.
There are many of
those around. Like the
prodigal son, whose
friends left him when his
money ran out in that far
away country, people like
this are in the church today!
Do you know someone
like that? Perhaps you’ve
been like that. It’s all
honky-dory when things are going
well, but as soon as there’s a crisis in that family, you stay well
away.
I have seen a number of
friendships change forever when
a difficult situation hits a family.
Those who were their friends
couldn’t handle it. Things were a
little too uncomfortable for them.
And who among us likes it
when a husband and wife separate, or a child suddenly dies, or a
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serious life-threatening or lifechanging illness strikes?
This type of friendship is better
described as a ‘me-ship’. It’s all
fine until it doesn’t suit me any
more.
So let’s see what faithful really
means. We turn now to Proverbs
18 verse 24: A man of many companions may come to ruin, but
there is a friend who sticks closer
than a brother.
Here we see the fair-weather
friends and the faithful friend. I

think we know which one we
would rather have – don’t we?
Mind you, we’re not always wise
enough to know. I have known a
colleague in the ministry who
failed to recognise this essential
difference and it later resulted in
much trouble for his ministry. For
that “friend” was friendly only to
serve his own interests. If he had
listened to the other leaders in
the church, it would have saved
much heartbreak. King Zedekiah
4

was warned of this too, as we
can read in Jeremiah 38, but it
was also in vain.
Let’s learn some more, then,
about the faithful friend. That
will at least help us to distinguish more clearly the difference, and so know a good
friend – and even better, to be a
good friend.
We go to chapter 17 verse
17: A friend loves at all times,
and a brother is born for adversity.
This reminds me of the
saying, ‘When the going
gets tough, the tough get
going!’ It’s true – isn’t it?
When times are hard, then
you know who your friends
really are. So are you
there for you brother in the
Lord when he’s pulled out
of the Fellowship altogether? But let’s make it a
bit harder – you see, you
had quite a difference
once. It got a bit personal.
And it is a relief he’s not
coming any more. You
certainly wouldn’t call him
a friend. But, then, were
you a friend?
Proverbs is not saying that
we can’t be unfairly imposed upon, either. The
next verse, verse 18, is
clear enough about avoiding being abused. Still –
has it hurt our pride a little
to try?
In connection with this,
there is what we read in
chapter 27, verse 10: Do not
forsake your friend and the
friend of your father, and do not
go to your brother’s house
when disaster strikes you – better a neighbour nearby than a
brother far away.
This is talking not about what
we receive from a friendship,
but specifically what we give.
This is faithfulness. Referring
to that old friend of the family is
about loyalty. He or she may
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be droll company compared with
some of the newer or younger folk
in your congregation, and they
were your parent’s friends after all,
but they’re still there! And they
keep on being there!
A good friend is truthful
Then there is the attribute of being
truthful. Again, let’s see this negatively first of all.
We turn to chapter 29, verse 5:
Whoever flatters his neighbour is
spreading a net for his feet.
Flattering isn’t just saying nice
words to someone about themselves. It is entangling that person by the craving it induces and
by the ill-judged actions it invites.
You see, we would like to believe
it is true, and that we are really as
good a person as we have been
told we are. By continued association with that person, we allow
ourselves to be caught. Just as
my colleague was drawn into a
situation where he ended up feeling obligated to share completely
confidential information. And it all
started because of the nice words
he had heard about his preaching!
What is happening in Proverbs
29:5 is the telling of a lie. A good
friend, however, is careful to be
truthful. This we see in chapter
27, verse 6: The kisses of an enemy may be profuse, but faithful
are the wounds of a friend.
Even though a friend may hurt
us by the truth, we accept it from
him because he is a good friend.
He’s not trying to trick us – in fact,
by being brutally honest with us,
he’s putting his friendship on the
line!
Elsewhere in the Old Testament, in 1 Kings 1, the example
stands out of how David had not
been honest with his son Adonijah, by not telling Adonijah that he
wasn’t meant to reign after him.
Even when Adonijah was obviously preparing himself to be king,
by gathering together a suitable
number of chariots to herald his
coming, David still failed to be
truthful.
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While we should be a lot more
suspicious when someone who
hasn’t been so close to us suddenly becomes quite chummy, we
usually end up trusting him or her
more at first than we do our old
friend. This is the entanglement
process all over again. Wasn’t it
Judas who in betraying Jesus
kissed him?
So if you have been very honest to a friend, you also need to
understand that she probably
won’t realise it for a while. As it
says in Proverbs 28, verse 23: He
who rebukes a man will in the end
gain his favour rather than he who
has a flattering tongue.
A good friend is interactional
We consider now a further general
area of being a good friend. This
is that a good friend is interactional. S omething I’m sure we
would all see as quite obvious.
Friendship is something that we
do with someone else. As humans, we thrive on social company. Without it, we literally
shrivel up and die.
This aspect of being interactional, though, is different. You
see, it’s not what we immediately
think of when we think of being a
friend – you know, like remembering someone’s birthday or another
special occasion. Yet it couldn’t
be more important to what being a
friend entails.
Let me explain. There are two
sayings in chapter 27 which give
us two ways to being interactional.
Two ways which show two sides
of the same coin.
First, there is verse 9: Perfume
and incense bring joy to the heart,
and the pleasantness of one’s
friend springs from his earnest
counsel.
Here there is a cheering effect
to the fellowship we have as
friends. You give a reassurance:
“That’s great”; “You’re on the right
track”; “You know, I’d do the
same”; “Don’t be down – put it in
the big picture”; “Look at what
you’ve done so far!”; “Where
5

would we be without you?”
This is specific, too. We identify what it is we’re supporting.
We even make a point of helping
them or being there if that’s appropriate. Corrie Ten Boom described this encouragement with
these words, “If God sends us
on stony paths, he provides
strong shoes.”
And how about this example
from 1st Samuel 23: While David
was at Horesh in the Desert of
Ziph, he learned that Saul had
come out to take his life. And
Saul’s son Jonathan went to
David at Horesh and helped him
find strength in God. “Don’t be
afraid,” he said. “My father Saul
will not lay a hand on you. You
will be king over Israel, and I will
be second to you. Even my father Saul knows this.” (vv15-17)
Now wasn’t that a word in
time? It is part of what being a
good friend is about. So – do
we look for the right time?
When someone we know well
enough, because we clearly
know the difficulty they’re going
through, do we go out of our way
to encourage them?
This is being interactional.
And if you’re afraid that they
might not like you seeming to
“interfere”, then may I suggest
you need to hear about the second side to being interactional.
We find this in verse 17 in
chapter 27: As iron sharpens
iron, so one man sharpens another.
This is certainly interactional,
though not now on the warmly
supportive, encouraging, side of
this. This is stimulating contact.
Here is when a friend will take
your friendship as an agreement
that you need to be worked on.
I had a friend in Perth who
specialised in this. He saw it as
his particular task to work on this
‘jonge broekje’ (spring chicken).
We often had our sessions
where he would openly argue a
point with me. I miss him.
Sometimes I would like to pick
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up the phone and ruffle his ears
over there. But I know he would
then challenge me to find that
kind of company here, and I
have. Mind you, it is not quite
the same as his.
Do you know someone like
that? Are you someone like
that? In our wimpy modern age,
where society is so very politically correct and everyone is
said to have the absolute right to
do their own thing, the church is
missing this element to friendship. Perhaps in the past it may
have come with a gruffness.
Maybe the words could have
been better phrased. But
surely we know our friends –
don’t we?
The aspect of being interactional in a good friend is
both reassuring and bracing.
A good friend is tactful
We come now to the last of
our aspects as to what makes
up a good friend: A good
friend is also tactful.
Being tactful means respecting someone else’s feelings and being tactful means
refusing to manipulate someone else’s feelings. Proverbs
gives us some clear examples
of tactlessness. Like in chapter
25, verse 17: Seldom set you
foot in your neighbour’s house –
too much of you, and he will hate
you.
This is something I have
learned in ministry – at least, I
hope I’ve learned it! It is better
to leave someone in hospital or
at their home while they’d still
like you to stay longer, than for
them to wonder when you’re
ever going to go. My ideal time
for a hospital visit is ten to fifteen
minutes. What more would be
helpful in that kind of place?
Mind you, that has to go along
with popping in regularly if their
stay in hospital becomes a long
one.
I also recognise this when I

preach or give a talk like this.
There is a sense of being here
on your invitation and I shouldn’t
overstay! One comment I appreciate is when folk say to me after
a church service, “You know, Mr
Bajema, for me you could have
kept on preaching for a lot
longer.”
So if friends say that to you,
“You know I could’ve had you
stay longer,” I think you’re being
tactful.
Let’s turn to another side to
being tactful. Chapter 27, verse
14 says: If a man loudly blesses
his neighbour early in the morn-

ing, it will be taken as a curse.
Have you met that person?
Perhaps it was on a church
camp, just as you were struggling to meet the world on a cold
winter’s morning. And there you
meet him or her – the Regimental Sergeant Major – beaming
from ear to ear and demanding
to know why you’re not doing the
same. “The suns shining, the
breeze is fresh, you’re healthy –
why are you looking like that?”
they virtually bark at you. Not
very tactful!
But then, how about chapter
25, verse 20: Like one who takes
away a garment on a cold day,
or like vinegar poured on soda,
is one who sings songs to a
heavy heart. This is so tactless
6

it is even cruel. But that’s what
we can be like to each other. If
we can be concerned as to
how cruel children can be to
each other, where do you think
they learned it?
To pour vinegar on soda is
deliberate provocation. I know
someone who likes vinegar on
a lot of things, but even he
wouldn’t put it on his lemonade!
Out of this failure to be tactful there comes such things as
what we see in chapter 26, the
verse 18 & 19: Like a madman
shooting firebrands or deadly
arrows is a man who deceives his neighbour and
says, “I was only joking!”
A good friend thinks about
what they’re doing. They put
themselves in the shoes of
the other person. In the
words of the apostle Paul to
the Romans, chapter 12
verse 15, they Rejoice with
those who rejoice and they
mourn with those who mourn.
And how do we know which
way they're feeling? We listen. Not the kind of listening
which is a brief moment until
we can start to dominate the
conversation. This has to be
the listening where we really
get to hear what they’re going
through. We are aiming to
have the kind of relationship
described in Ecclesiastes
chapter 4, the verses 1 till 12.
That’s a Christian connection,
because we actually cross ourselves off.
We really can’t get away
from identifying with those
around us other than behaving
as Jesus did in his life among
us. The wisdom in Proverbs
was personified in his life and
especially in his death. In the
words of 1st Corinthians 1, he
“has become for us wisdom
from God – that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.” (v30.)
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The World in the Banner
NT Push to Remove Freedoms
is a Blueprint for What’s to
Come
An extraordinary proposal from the
Northern Territory government to
introduce the tightest restrictions
on free speech and freedom of
religion is a blueprint for the types
of laws which would follow a
change to the marriage law, the
Coalition for Marriage said today.
In its discussion paper about
possible changes to antidiscrimination laws, the Northern
Territory government has foreshadowed the most extreme limitations on freedoms in the country.
The paper not only contemplates the extension of vilification
laws to include the prohibitions
against offending or insulting a
person – similar provisions to
those that saw Catholic
Archbishop of Hobart taken to the
Anti-Discrimination Commission
for releasing a pastoral letter on
marriage – but also seeks to place
further restrictions on clubs and
associations, and remove protections for religious freedoms as
well.
“This discussion paper is a
blueprint for life in a genderless
society, and confirms the fears of
those who are worried about the
implications of taking gender out of
marriage,” said Coalition for Marriage spokesman Lyle Shelton.
“The Australian public is being told
that their freedoms won’t be affected with a change to the marriage law, but already the Northern
Territory is positioning itself to take
away protections of speech, religion and association. “If this is what
anti-discrimination law is shaping
up to be now, how much more draconian will it become if the law
changes?
“In countries where the law on
marriage changed, freedoms
started to disappear very quickly
and this discussion paper shows
just how easily this can happen
with an activist government. “The

only way to protect essential freedoms is to vote ‘no’.”
+ Coalition for Marriage10 October
2017
Boys Brigade Now Open to All
Faiths
An 18 September 2017 The Times
article by Marc Horne titled
“Struggling Boys’ Brigade to Welcome All Faiths” reports that the
traditionally Protestant Boys Brigade is now “welcoming atheists,
Catholics, Muslims and girls in a
bid to widen its appeal and stop
numbers from dwindling further.”
Boys Brigade director for Scotland John Sharp is quoted as saying: “In an increasingly secular
world we are also open to people
with no faith. Most of our groups
would be attached to the Church
of Scotland but we are not a part
of the Kirk as an organisation and I
think that’s an important point to
stress.”
+ Presbyterians Week, 4 October
2017
Vic Upper House urged to put
caring above killing
The Australian Christian Lobby
has expressed disappointment
that the Victorian lower house has
passed the flawed statesanctioned assisted suicide legislation today by 47 votes to 37.
“It is disappointing for the Andrews Government to introduce
legislation to assist people to suicide when they don’t even know
yet what drugs will be used to kill
someone,” ACL Victorian director
Dan Flynn said.
“The Andrews Government has
ignored medical advice to push its
own ideologically-driven agenda
when it should be placing its attention on improving palliative care.
“The people of Victoria will now
be looking to the Legislative Council to heed the warnings of doctors
both in Australia and in countries
such as Canada, the Netherlands
or Belgium by voting down this
7

dangerous legislation.
“Former Prime Minister Paul
Keating was correct in calling
this a threshold moment for the
country as it ‘constitutes an unacceptable departure in our approach to human existence and
the irrevocable sanctity that
should govern our understanding
of what it means to be human.
“The Victorian MPs who voted
today to progress assisted suicide and euthanasia must realise
that some people will be killed
when they don’t want to be; by
coercion, pressure, or mistake.”
+ Australian Christian Lobby, 20
October 2017
Papua (Eastern Indonesia): A
Desperate & Risky Plea
The indigenous peoples of
Papua (formerly Irian Jaya) - the
eastern-most province of Indonesia - are ethnicly Melanesian and
overwhelmingly Christian. Indonesia invaded the former Dutch
colony in 1962. Then in 1969,
the UN, the UK and the USA
rubber stamped the sham 'Act of
Free Choice' (known by the indigenous Papuans as the 'Act of
No Choice'!) which transferred
sovereignty of resource-rich
'West Irian' to Indonesia. Today,
after decades of mass migration
of Javanese Muslims, Papua has
been thoroughly 'Javanised' and
Islamised. It has also been thoroughly militarised. What is more,
because Indonesian security
forces are now heavily invested
in the region, they have an economic interest in remaining
there. Gross and systematic human rights abuses are endemic,
including arbitrary arrest, torture,
rape, and the trafficking of Papuan children who are taken to
Java for forced Islamisation. The
province is closed to reporters
and indigenous Papuans are
banned from talking to outsiders.
On Tuesday 26 September exiled Papuan independence
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leader Benny Wenda presented a
petition to the United Nations Special Committee on Decolonisation
in New York, where the UN General Assembly was in session. The
petition -- said to contain some 1.8
million signatures of West Papuans in Indonesia -- demands an
internationally supervised free vote
on independence, along with the
appointment of a UN representative to investigate reports
of human rights abuses
by the Indonesian security forces. Defying Jakarta's ban, Papuans
conducted the petition in
secret, signing at great
personal risk, smuggling
it throughout the region
and ultimately out of the
country. According to
Benny Wenda, 57 people
were arrested and a further 54 tortured between
April and June as the petition was being circulated.
As a prelude to the petition's arrival, Prime Ministers Manasseh Sogavare of Solomon Islands and Charlot Salwai of Vanuatu addressed the UN General
Assembly on 24 September. They
accused the UN of 'turning a deaf
ear' to human rights abuses in
Papua, called for an official investigation and insisted the UN support
the Papuans' legal right to selfdetermination.
According to Benny Wenda, the
UN's Special Committee on Decolonisation officially acknowl-
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edged acceptance and receipt of
the petition. Not only does the Indonesian government reject this, it
is disputing the veracity of the petition, deeming it a 'hoax' and a
'political stunt'. Meanwhile the
committee's chair, Rafael Ramirez
(Venezuela), claims not to have
received the petition at all. Rejecting reports of the petition as fake
news, Ramirez clarified: 'West

Papua is not on the agenda ... Indonesia is a very good friend of
ours.' West Papua specialist from
the University of Sydney, Dr Jason
MacLeod, has examined the petition and believes it is both genuine
and a fair and accurate representation of the will of the indigenous
Papuans 'who genuinely feel that
they are facing a slow-motion
genocide'.
Of course the Indonesian government and Indonesian military will
never willingly relinquish control of

resource-rich Papua. Indeed, the
Indonesian military will be furious. The Indonesian government
is currently building the TransPapua Highway so it will open up
the Central Highlands to
'development'. Unless they get
strong international support, the
indigenous Melanesian Christians of Papua could see their
situation get a lot worse yet.
Please pray for Papua.
Please pray specifically
that God will:
* draw all Papuans to
prayer; may they put their
faith in God - not in 'man'
and not in 'the world'.
And may the living God,
who hears and answers
prayer, intervene on their
behalf. 'Now to him who
is able to do far more
abundantly than all that
we ask or think ...' (from
Ephesians 3: 20 ESV)
* fill Papuan Church and
community leaders with
wisdom and understanding so they will lead the people
well in line with the will and purposes of the Lord.
* restrain evil and angry hands
bent on retaliation; may he protect and preserve his precious
people. Lord have mercy!
Pray for the Church in Papua,
using Psalm 27
+ Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin | RLPB 426 | Wed 04 Oct
2017

Other Churches in the Banner
Conference in Manila
Late in 2016 the pastor of Pilgrim
Community Church in Quezon
City in Manila, James Bryner
Chu,asked me to consider coming
to the Philippines to conduct a
Conference on the Westminster
Assembly. I was able to fit in a
period in early October 2017
when I was free of lecture commit-

Rowland S. Ward
ments at the Presbyterian Theological College here in Melbourne.
Manila is the world’s most densely
populated city, and the larger urban area has a population of over
21 million compared to Australia’s
total of 24.5 million. I arrived in
Manila on 4 October after an eight
-hour flight and was met by Pastor
8

Chu. He drove me the 20 km to
Quezon City, where we arrived
safely after well over three hours
drive (!) along the heavily congested road to simple but adequate accommodation near the
Conference location at Ateneo
de Manila University in Loyola
Heights.
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The next day, at the 8am Assembly of FEBIAS College of the
Bible in Valenzuela City, about
20km north west but still part of
Greater Manila, I was able to
bring a message from 1 Corinthians 15:1-7 to the 180 students
and to meet some of the faculty.
Nearby is the Chinese Biblical
Seminary of the Philippines
[BSOP] where Pastor James studied. This is very fine facility. Ninety
per cent or so of the 85/90 students are from mainland China. It
has a very well resourced and organised library of 60,000 + volumes, the majority in English.
While neither of these institutions
is officially Reformed in theology, I
had lunch with Dennis Yam, who
teaches theology at BSOP, Anacleto Carag, the Director of FEBIAS, James and another pastor,
all of whom appreciate this theology. I was able to meet Dr Joseph
Shao, the President of BSOP and
his wife. Joseph was at Christ College (Presbyterian), Sydney, recently.
After a rest there was a talk at
Pastor James' church on “Singing
the Psalter”. The church meets on
the second floor of a building
which has some commercial
space as well as residential apartments. A very neat conversion of
what would otherwise be equivalent to a typical two-bedroom
apartment has made a good facility for up 50 people. The Philippines is 80% Roman Catholic,
and many are mere traditional fol-
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lowers. However, there are a
good number of evangelicals although Reformed work is as yet
rather limited.
The Conference proper ran on
Friday and Saturday with the
theme ‘To Glorify and Enjoy God:
Confessing the Westminster Standards Today”. On Friday we covered “Why Being a Confessional
Church is Important”, “The Context and Composition of the Westminster Assembly” and “The Theology of the Westminster Standards”. Thursday saw “Piety,
Spirituality and Worship” and “The
Westminster Standards and Missions” with a final message rounding off the series and stressing the
importance of consistent living as
Christian believers. The meetings
were attended by upwards of 90
mainly young professionals and
students, many from evangelical
churches who have been impacted by Reformed teaching.
Rev. Vic Bernales of the United
Reformed Church came all the
way from Davao to be present.
Some now committed to the Reformed faith had left megachurches where charismatic excesses abound to find the solid
foundation of the word of God.
Those attending were attentive
and a number very well informed
indeed. It was thrilling to see such
enthusiasm, and to enjoy interaction in question times and between the sessions.
On the Lord’s Day I preached
at the service in Pastor James’
9

Church on “What Grace Is”.
There was also opportunity in a
member’s home to view the film
‘Calvinist’ which had just been
released and features wellknown names such as
R.C.Sproul, Kevin Deyoung,
Joel Beeke, Shai Linee, Ligon
Duncan and James White. While
the Reformed Faith must not be
reduced to the teachings
summed up by the acronym TULIP (an acronym only invented
in the early 20th century), this is
a worthwhile film reflecting the
young and restless wanting
something more than the subjectivism and superficiality of
much that goes under the name
of Christianity. [For information
see http://www.imdb.com/title/
tt7444934/externalsites]
Three confessionally reformed congregations are
known in Manila, two in the
Dutch tradition and one (Pilgrim)
in the British tradition. They are
all as yet small in size. On the
Lord’s Day evening it was a
pleasure to preach at a combined service of the three congregations, the first but, hopefully, not the last occasion of this
kind. Do pray for the work of
Christ in the Philippines where
so many practice a kind of folk
Catholicism. Next September
there will be another Pilgrim
Conference with Nathaniel Sutano, an Indonesian studying in
Edinburgh as speaker.
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Worship in the Banner
They Ain’t Comin’
I truly feel bad for a pastor who believes that if his church simply
changes the style of its worship
service, unbelievers are going to
start coming on Sunday morning.
For many, this has and continues
to be a type of strategy to get nonChristians to church. While I am all
for seeing unbelievers come to
hear the gospel and just the
thought of it excites me, I have
never understood the logic behind
efforts to attract those who are non
-Christians to come to a church
service.
I fear that the church is setting
herself up for disappointment when
this is the vision that is cast. Personally, I don’t know an unbeliever
who is likely to attend a church service, with very occasional exceptions. These would be after a tragedy – when many claimed Christian faith after the events of 9/11/01
–- or on Mother’s Day, because it
would “mean so much to Nana.”
Unbelievers aren’t coming for any
of the reasons churches think they
might. Why would an unbeliever
come to church because there is
free coffee? He can drive through
the Starbucks line, pay $3.00, and
be home within 15 minutes.
What about great branding and
social media? I have some difficult
news to break to you: unbelievers
in your community probably aren’t
following your church on social media.
The pastor is really funny? So is
YouTube.
All these efforts and creative
ideas are perfectly designed, unintentionally, to attract people who
hop around from church to church,
looking for the flavour of the month.
The efforts, resources of time and
money, and overall planning of the
church’s outreach is often wellsuited to reach the disgruntled or
bored Christian next door, which is
not the mission of the church of
Jesus Christ. If we are going to
faithfully reach the lost in our com-

Dean Inserra
munities through the local church,
we need to start by reminding ourselves the basic truth that church
people go to churches, and unbelievers generally do not. Taking
that into account, where I serve, we
really want unbelievers to
come. So we have an entire
strategy built around reaching our
own members. If people love their
church, they will want,their nonChristian friends to join them.
People come to church on the
arm of a trusted friend because of
a relationship and an invitation.
Rather than trying to attract unbelievers with elements and efforts
they will never even know exist, we
try to reach our own members by
creating a church they actually
want to be part of themselves. I’m
not going to invite a non-Christian
friend I’ve been investing in for
months or years to a church service I secretly wish I didn’t have to
attend.
“Isn’t the Great Commission
reason enough?” one might ask.
Actually, the Great Commission is
the very reason why I would not
bring a friend to a church service
that lacks gospel-centred preaching, devalues excellence, has a
mediocre children’s ministry, bad
coffee, and unfriendly people. My
friend is going to give church one
shot, and I’m going to do everything in my power to ensure the
overall experience is positive, praying the Holy Spirit convicts and the
conversations we’ve had will
deepen because he’s come to
church with me.
At my church, our strategy to
reach our own people consists of
two elements that are not spoken
or advertised, but rather practiced
and valued. We call it the “double
promise.”
Promise 1: No disclaimer on the
drive to church.
I don’t want our church members to have to give a string of “Oh,
10

by the way,” disclaimers on their
way to church with a friend.
Maybe you’ve heard, or given,
some of these: Oh by the way,
the pastor is very political, but he
means well.
Oh by the way, I know you are
introverted, but they ask new
people to stand up and be recognized. Oh by the way, there is
this lady who sings, and she is
awful, but her husband is the guy
in charge of the music.
By valuing excellence and being intentional in how we do
church, we eliminate the need to
give disclaimers, and also uphold
the second part of the doublepromise.
Promise 2: No apologies on the
drive home.
In the same way, we never
want church members to feel the
need to apologize because of
something unnecessarily offensive that happened during
the service.
“I’m so sorry, he has never
made a joke about gay people.”
“I’m so sorry, the children’s
ministry security has never been
this lax.”
“I’m so sorry, our pastor has
never shown so little compassion
on that issue.”
When you bring someone to
church, it is a big deal. The invitation was not random. The person’s agreement to come was not
random. Most likely, there have
been months of conversations
and time spent together to earn
your friend’s trust and invite him
or her. And when he or she
comes, you are trusting your
church with that person.
The double promise is not
showy or attractional; it is a culture created to ensure church
members that we aren’t going to
ruin all the missional effort they
have put into relationships.
The church where I serve as
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lead pastor is made up of people
who are passionate about getting
unbelievers to come to our Sunday
gatherings. We do not believe it is
the end goal, but we absolutely
and unapologetically push our
church members to bring their
friends to church, and we value it
when they come. If we stopped
making this a priority, our church
members would wonder if we had
lost our way. By the Lord’s kindness to us, we have seen tremendous results from the efforts to bring
unbelievers to church and allow
them to hear the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. The double promise is essential for us, because if an unbe-
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cannot wait for the opportunity to
bring others invited that person.
This is the true way in which we
leverage a Sunday service
for the unbeliever.

liever is going to join us on a Sunday morning, it isn’t because he or
she heard our band is awesome or
the pastor is relatable. It is because
a friend who loves the church and

Dean Inserra is Pastor of City
Church, Tallahassee, Florida.
http://deaninserra.com/they-aintcomin/
This article was adapted and
reproduced in the October 2017
issue of Faith in Focus, the denominational magazine of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand.

Obituaries
Obituaries
Recent months have seen the death
of a number connected with the
PCEA who should not go unremarked. As well as John Anderson,
elder in Brisbane and directly descended from Samuel Martin, one of
the original Synod members in
1846, two were ministers.
Alan Leslie Tripovich was born in
Melbourne on 6 July 1929. He was
raised in a Roman Catholic home
and became a carpenter and joiner.
Converted in 1958 he was a student
at the WEC Training Centre in Tasmania in 1960 when that College
was divided over the Reformed
Faith. He returned to Melbourne
was received as a student for the
ministry of the PCEA in 1961, obtained his Leaving Certificate in
1962 and studied under the Revs.
Edwin Lee and Allan Harman. He
was licensed in November 1966 and
ordained and inducted to the Hastings PCEA 23 February 1968. He
remained in this charge until he retired on 30 June 2010. Alan did not
have the educational advantages
many ministers enjoy, but he had a
good grasp of the Reformed Faith
and maintained it firmly. Alan was a
clear preacher who was appreciated
by the congregation. Careful and
perhaps a little overcautious, he was

gracious in debate. His stance on
Bible versions mellowed in latter
years. Alan and his wife Sybil had
three children - Christine, who married David McIntosh, Jon and Greg.
Alan conducted the graveside service for his wife who died at the age
of 84 in August 2016. Alan enjoyed
a quiet retirement despite some ill
health and died peacefully on 5 July
2017.
Angus Ramsay Beaton was born
at Gloucester, NSW on 9 November
1930, the son of John and Ethel
Beaton. He was received as a student in 1949 completed matriculation and most of an Arts course in
Sydney and studied at the Free
Church of Scotland College, 195457. He married Jean Campbell,
daughter of PCEA elder D.D. Campbell, in Scotland in 1956, and was
licensed and ordained for the Peruvian Mission in July 1957. After a
period on the Richmond/Brunswick
rivers he and his wife sailed for Peru
in September 1960 and served for 8
years. He returned to Australia for
the education of their four children
(Helen [Rogers], Graeme, Gayle
[Weekes] and Ross) and served in
Tasmania 1969-74, Maclean 197481 and then resigned in the aftermath of the dissension over the KJV
instigated by the Rev. Eric Turnbull
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of East St Kilda, who was removed from our ministry in November 1979. Angus had been
invited to take up the weakened
work at East St Kilda but then his
father-in-law-became ill so that
didn't work out nor the associated
plan that I go from Ulverstone to
supply Maclean. Angus feared
there was no future for the PCEA
and joined the Presbyterian
Church of Australia which continued after the union in 1977 and
which was moving to a more conservative direction. He served
Springwood (NSW) 1981-89,
where he had a supportive congregation, Noorat (Vic) 1989-92
and Mordialloc (Vic) 1992-95. Angus was a gracious and warmhearted preacher with sound theology and a keen eye for outreach. His gifts were supported
and complimented by his wife and
their missionary zeal never left
them. Angus' health had not been
great of recent times, but the decline came quite quickly in the
end. He and Jean were living at
Woy Woy, but Angus died in Gosford Hospital on 2 October 2017
and was buried in Point Clare
Cemetery.
Rowland S. Ward
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Children under the Banner — The Baby Moses
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Prescribed Search Work
DECEMBER 2017
Senior Section 12 years and over; Intermediate 10—11 years; Junior 9 years and under
SENIOR AND INTERMEDIATE (Intermediate omit questions 7 and 8)
1 CHRONICLES chapter 10
1. Beside Saul, who else died on the same day in the battle with the Philistines?
2. Why did God kill Saul and turn the kingdom to David? (2 verses)
Chapter 11
3. What did all Israel say to David when they came to him in Hebron? (2 verses)
4. What feat did David require of the one who would be chief and captain? Who was successful?
5. What did the three mighty men do when David longed for a drink of the water from the well of
Bethlehem? Why would David not drink the water? (2 verses)
Chapter 12
6. When the captains of Benjamin and Judah came to David, what words did Amasai speak in the
Spirit?
7. How are the children of Issachar described?
8. What was the feeling of the men of war and the rest of Israel about making David king?

JUNIOR
MARK chapter 15
1. Why did Pilate release Barabbas and deliver Jesus to be crucified?
2. What happened to the veil of the temple when Jesus died, and what did the centurion say? (2
verses)
chapter 16
Please send the answers to:

3. What did the young man say to the women when they Mrs I Steel
PO Box 942
entered the tomb? (2 verses)
Epping NSW 1710
4. What did the disciples do after the Lord had gone to The questions for the whole year
are available from the above postal
heaven?
address or by email at:
iesteel@gmail.com
13
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Books in the Banner
The Whole Christ: Legalism, Antinomianism, and Gospel Assurance –
Why the Marrow Controversy Still Matters.
By Sinclair B. Ferguson Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2016.
If I could be Pope Leo X for one
day, I would require that every minister and vicar in the Reformed
Churches of New Zealand read this
book and then read it again! Reading this book is like drinking pure
spring water on a hot, dry day; it
flows with the pure grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Don’t let the first 40 pages put
you off. Here Ferguson analyses an
18th century issue in the Church of
Scotland called the marrow controversy. The essence of this controversy was whether the gospel
should be offered freely or with conditions.
For example, should preaching
emphasize repentance as a condition that must be met in the sinner
before saving grace can be received? Please read this book for
the answer to this question!
Satan, always trying to have us
lose sight of Christ, tries to unbalance us so that we fall into the errors of either legalism or antinomianism. Or we prescribe one as the
antidote to the other. Ferguson,
with keen spiritual insight, clarifies
that legalism and antinomianism
are, in fact, non-identical twins that
emerge from the same womb
(p.84). This unbalancing already
began in the Garden of Eden where
“Eve’s rejection of God’s law
(antinomianism) was in fact the fruit
of her distorted view of
(legalism)” (p. 84). The cure for
both errors can be found only
through our union by faith with the
person of Jesus Christ.
Ferguson makes this point crystal clear by having the reader look
closely at the Parable of the Prodigal Son. We all know that the
younger brother was a rebel
against God; he declares rebellion
against the law and does life his
way! He is the antinomian. But what
about the other son, the elder

brother? The older brother has
ticked all the right boxes of Christian behaviour, but is a slave. In
fact, his words to his father give this
away: “Look! All these years I’ve
been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet, you never
gave me a young goat so that I
could celebrate with my
friends” (NIV, Luke 15:25 emphasis
mine).
What Jesus unmasks here is a
legalistic heart, one that has imbibed the poison of Eden. Such a
heart sees the Lord as a slave master and not as a gracious Father, as
restrictive rather than generous

(p.107). No wonder Ferguson says
that we might call this parable, “The
parable of the Free Grace Savior” (p.105).
The climax or punch line to this
parable comes at the end as Ferguson explains: “That being the case
the alarming message here is that
the spirit of the elder brother, being
the legalist, is more likely to be
found near the father’s house than
in the pig farm – or in concrete
terms, in the congregation and
among the faithful. And sometimes
(only sometimes?), it appears in the
pulpit and in the heart of the pas14

tor” (p. 107-108).
From his own proven, pastoral
experience the author describes
this spirit as a “tincture” that can
characterize a ministry. The tincture of a person filled with generous grace or slaving legalism is
quickly felt by others and also infectious.
The last two chapters provide
one of the best treatments of faith
and assurance that I have ever
read. Is there a contradiction between the Westminster Confession and John Calvin about assurance of salvation? Both affirm that
all saving faith contains the seed
of assurance.
Calvin describes faith as often
mixed with some doubt: “We cannot imagine an uncertainty that is
not tinged with doubt, or any assurance that is not assailed by
some anxiety … . Believers are in
perpetual conflict with their own
unbelief … . He who, struggling
with his own weakness, presses
toward faith in his moments of
anxiety is already in large part
victorious” (as quoted in Ferguson
p 193).
One enemy to our enjoyment
of assurance of faith is that we
have a … . “native tendency to
drift from the fact that our salvation is all of grace” (p. 199). Our
lack of assurance is often caused
by looking to our own obedience
and faith, more than to Christ
alone. When we begin to grow as
Christians we reason that our own
performance is why God has
been gracious to us. Another enemy that militates against our enjoyment of assurance is that we
fail to recognize the riches of our
justification by faith.
The only righteousness by
which we are declared righteous
is Jesus Christ’s righteousness. In
fact, we are regarded as right-
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eous before the Father as Christ
himself. (See HC, Lord’s Day 23
LdV).
“When faith thus grasps the reality of this inheritance, then Christ
himself looms large. This is the key
to the enjoyment of assurance precisely because assurance is our
assurance that he is a great Savior
and that he is ours.” (p. 200)
The author probes various reasons why believers struggle with
assurance of faith. Writing with pastoral wisdom and care, Ferguson
understands that some believers
are indeed wired differently than
others. “Thus there are different
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strands that together make up the
complex harmony that is Christian
assurance. Actual assurance has a
psychological as well as a theological dimension” (p. 211).
If you are looking for a challenging summer read, I highly recommend this book. However, let the
reader understand that it is not for
the light-hearted; it is a challenging
book to read as it is succinct and
contains extensive footnotes.
However, this book is about the
gospel of Christ; a careful study of
this book will deepen one’s love for
Christ and strengthen one’s assurance in Christ.

I have now read this book
twice; once on my own and then
with a colleague. I have found it to
be the most important book I have
ever read in my own ministry. It
has helped me personally to drink
more deeply of Christ’s life-giving
grace; it has helped me in times of
depression and struggle with assurance of salvation to look to
Christ again and again.
Pastor Leo de Vos, Reformed
Church of Hukanui. Published in
the October 2017 issue of Faith in
Focus.

Churches in the Banner
Ulverstone
The Ulverstone winter car rally took
place on the 1st July with a good
field of entrants. The course set by
Luke and Tessa took us through
Gunns Plains, Preston and Castra
before finishing for afternoon tea
and results at their home in Lower
Wilmot. First place winners were
Matthew, Joel, Niklavs and Ashley!
It was good to welcome our Interim Moderator Rev Andres

Miranda and his wife Andrea to the
annual event as well.
A visiting elder from Taree, Mr
Neil Robinson, has been assisting
with service supply in recent
months. A highlight of the visit of
Neil and his wife Wilma has been
the holding of a weekend camp at
the Arm River centre. This took
place over the weekend of 6-8th
October. The weather was perfect on Saturday for a walk up the

Walls of Jerusalem track with
some making it as far as the trappers hut. Following the Sunday
morning devotion led by Pat Ryan,
Neil led a worship service at the
camp and then a study on the
theme for the day. It was great to
have visitors from both local and
interstate for this time of blessing
and fellowship.
+ Ian Hamilton

From top left: Car Rally Lunch stop; Car Rally 2017 winners; Saturday BBQ at Camp; Neil & Wilma Robinson
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Clockwise from above left: Boat
competition; Sunday lunch; At
the Walls of Jerusalem (far from
Israel though!); Evening activities; Samara doing the pancakes;
Trapper’s Hut; Saturday breakfast; Group photo.

Carrum Downs
The site at 8 William Road, Carrum Downs purchased 3 years
ago for a place of worship has
received all the necessary permits. These included requiring a Aboriginal Heritage Management Plan in the event
that human bones or
aboriginal artifacts were
found, as the area was at
one time used by local
indigenous people. Excavation commenced in the
last week of September
and by mid November
the slab, frame and colourbond roof were completed. An official open-

ing is not expected until February
given the 22 place car-park will
need to be constructed after the
building is finished. The location
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is just off the FrankstonDandenong Road opposite the
new Bunnings store and is on a
major bus route. Apart from a
small Anglican church
there is no ordinary Protestant Church in Carrum
Downs (population
21,000) which is also convenient to such suburbs
as Frankston, Skye and
West Cranbourne. The
Knox Congregation is
meeting the cost as it did
for Narre Warren in 1990
(Ed. What a blessing the
proceeds of the sale of
the original church properties in St Kilda continues to be).

