Pairs of clean and unclean animals,
of birds and of all creatures that move along the ground, male and female,
came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had commanded Noah.
Genesis 7:8-9
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As you will have read in the report last month, the Family Camp was a
blessed time of fellowship, well organised, well fed, and well attended. The
photos on pages 15 and 16 of this issue also attest to that. The mix of ages
was good, helping it to live up to its name. As someone once said to me, “Of
all the Camps our denomination has this should be the most important, because families are what should matter most of all in our churches.” Indeed,
families are the foundation of our covenant communities. If you haven’t been
to a Family Camp before I would definitely encourage you to come. And if
you haven’t been for a while, take the time to renew old friendships and make
some new ones.
Amongst all the great things that have happened at Family Camps, one
incident from an RCNZ Family Camp particularly stands out in my memory. It
happened just as we were about to have lunch. The Resident Manager had
been working on fixing the dish-washing machines. His little foster boy had
been with him when he began doing that. But then when he was finishing that
job, the child was noticed to be missing. Quickly the whole Camp went into
action, conducting first a quick search of the immediate vicinity, and then regrouping and being assigned to search more extensively. The rest went on
with their lunch preparing themselves to relieve those searching if necessary.
The food was kept ready for them.
After an hour or so the little boy was found, having apparently hidden in
the house (which had been searched quite thoroughly). While the comment
was made that we ought to have a safety warden system in place for the future and perhaps this would be useful, the marvellous thing was how well the
whole group banded together in this single purpose. It was as good as any
emergency response team I’ve experienced before! And what joy when the
boy was found! As many parents will know, that’s a relief all of its own.
It really gives you an insight into how our Father in heaven and the heavenly hosts feel when a sinner repents. I thought: If we were determined to
find that little boy imagine what God is doing for us right now through His
Son, our Lord and Saviour? C.S. Lewis put it well when he said, “The salvation of a single soul is more important than the production or preservation of
all the epics and tragedies in the world.”
Then he calls his friends and neighbours together and says,
‘Rejoice with me, I have found my lost sheep.’
I tell you that in the same way there is more rejoicing in heaven
over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.
Luke 15:6-7
Photo Credits: Cover: Chris Carter; Family Camp (pages 15 & 16): David Kerridge,
Alex Hilberts, & Ian Hamilton.
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PCEA and may not be reproduced without permission. Articles written by the Editor may be reproduced without asking for permission, although with appropriate acknowledgement.
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What Genesis Teaches Us About Creation
Genesis 1:1—31
What makes the book of Genesis,
especially the first chapter, so important?
Among other things, it teaches
us where we come from. For some
of you this truth may not be that interesting or even new to you. But it
is important nonetheless.
Genesis provides us with the
foundation. Genesis is not called
the book of beginnings for nothing!
In this book we find out why mankind has value and worth. In this
book we find out why humans are
more important than animals, what
gives mankind purpose in life, why
are there only two genders (male
and female), not two or three or
four…or 61. We find out where
marriage comes from. We find our
where our years come from and why
there are 365 days in a year, an average of 30 days in a month, 24
hours in our days, and where our
seasons come from.
I could keep on elaborating on
how Genesis provides the foundation for other things in life but our
attention over the next few days will
focus specifically on what Genesis
teaches us about creation, gender,
marriage, and the rainbow.
Tonight we will consider only an
overview of Genesis 1 and what it
teaches us about creation. So we
will touch only on some parts of the
chapter; not all of it.
It’s interesting to know that every
culture around the world has a creation story. China’s creation story
speaks of a cosmic-sized egg splitting in two. India’s creation story
begins with the sacrifice of the first
man by the gods. The sky comes
from his head, the earth from his
feet, the sun from his eyes, the
moon from his mind, and the four
castes in India come from his body.
Australia also has a creation
story, and I’m not referring to the
indigenous one. I don’t think I need
to convince you we live in a culture
that openly promotes the naturalistic
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idea of the origins of the universe,
that it happened without a Creator,
without God, without divine intervention. I also don’t think I need to
convince you that this same culture
defiantly ridicules, mocks and challenges this position, not least the
challenge presented in the first
chapter of the Bible.
Nowhere is this seen so clearly
than when young people raised in
Christian home, who have attended
church regularly, professed faith in
Christ, then head off to university where their belief system is
challenged and ridiculed. Often
they cave in under the ridicule,
the mockery, and when shown
the “unscientific” reasoning behind their faith jettison it and
join the family of atheists and
agnostics.
It’s good to remember that
the very first verse in the Bible
does not begin on a nervous
note. It begins on a very bold,
confident note and we ought to
take note of that (pardon the pun!).
In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth. Full stop!
That’s it! It’s a bold declaration of
the creation of this world. The rest
of chapter unfolds the details of
what that looks like.
As I mentioned earlier, we’re not
going to look at all the details. We
will look only at certain parts of the
creation story in chapter one of
Genesis.
The first thing we see is that…
1. Creation Teaches us something about Nature of God’s
Word
Everything that was created came
about just because God spoke!
Each new day begins with, “And
God
said,
‘Let
there
be…’” (Gen.1:3,6,9,11,14,20,24,26)
There is a rhythmic repetition
happening throughout the first
chapter.
Something happens
EVERY TIME he speaks!
3

Graeme Hart
Imagine for a moment you had
that sort of power! The times you
don’t feel like cooking dinner, how
good would it be just to say, “Let
there be dinner!” Imagine the
times you don’t feel like weeding
the garden and rather than getting
your hands dirty and your back
sore you could say instead, “Let
the weeds be gone!” And any of
you kids who have parents who
tell you, “You have to go outside
and do the weeding,” you would
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think having this sort of power
would be terrific!
Now of course, we don’t have
that power. We’re not divine.
We’re not the Creator. But God is.
That’s the power of his word! He
speaks and it happens!
Did he use secondary means?
I don’t know. The Bible doesn’t
say. But what it does say (by implication), what it does teach us is
that God’s Word is POWERFUL,
AUTHORITATIVE, CREATIVE,
ALMIGHTY. When God speaks,
something happens!
In Psalm 46:6 we read, “he utters his voice, the earth melts.” It
quivers, it shakes like a scared
little child before the almighty
Creator.
Isaiah 55:10-11, “As the rain
and the snow come down from
heaven, and do not return to it
without watering the earth and
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making it bud and flourish, so that it
yields seed for the sower and
bread for the eater, so is my word
that goes out from my mouth: It will
not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve
the purpose for which I sent it.”
Wow! That tells you and me something of the power and authority of
God’s word!
As in creation, so in his eternal
plan. He unfolds it though time and
history, his providence, his salvation, his judgement. He is a God
who speaks and creates. He is a
God who speaks and re-creates!
If you are a Christian, you are a
new creation! You’ve been recreated. And when Christ returns
there will be a total recreation of
the old! The old will be burned up,
and the new will replace it. He is a
God of creation and recreation by
the power of his word.
We talk about being born again.
We know that it is by the Spirit of
God. It’s not only by the Spirit; it’s
also by his word. Listen to what
Peter said, “You have been born
again, not of perishable seed but of
imperishable, through the living
and abiding word of God.” (1 Pet
1:23) This shows us how powerful
God’s word is!
Creation teaches us something
magnificent about the nature of
God’s word.
2. Creation Teaches us When
Time was Created
That is, hours, days, weeks,
months, years.
Time had a beginning. Before
the beginning there was no time!
There are several indicators.
First of all, DAYS had their beginning. “And there was evening,
and there was morning – the [first]
day…”(Gen 1:5,8,13,19,23,31)
Once again there is a rhythmic
repetition and each day also ends
with the same phrase.
Where these days 24 hour time
periods?
Were they longer?
The word “day” doesn’t always
mean a 24 hour period in Bible.
E.g. “The day of the Lord.” This is
not a reference to a 24 hour period
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but a lengthy period. However, in
Genesis 1 where it says “the first
day”, “the second day”, etc., you
will notice that the word “day” always has a number next to it. That
number modifies this word “day.”
What’s the big deal?
The big deal is that it tells us
this is a normal 24 hour period.
How do we know? Because you
can go through the 358 examples
in the Old Testament and every
single time that little word “day”
plus a number which modifies it
always means a 24 hour day. It’s
just a normal day.
Not only that, but we also have
this phrase, 'evening and morning',
attached to it as well. That phrase
is found 38 times outside of Genesis 1. No prizes for guessing what
that means each time! That’s right
-- evening and morning! Think for
a moment how the original readers
would have understood it. They
would have understood this as a
normal day.
So from that exegetical base we
have the start of our 24 hour days.
Scientifically – our earth spin s.
It’s the speed of that rotation/
spinning which determines how
many hours we have in each day
on earth.
Biblically – it is God who established it. And he established it
here in the first chapter of Genesis.
Creation also teaches us when
months were created. In day 4 we
read about the moon (or more accurately, 'the lesser light') being
created. What has the moon got to
do with the month? The moon is
there to mark out seasons, days
and years. We know the moon
waxes and wanes. We know there
are full moons and new moons.
The full moon appears (roughly)
every month.
Scientifically – it is the orbit of
the moon around earth which gives
us our month. But who put it there
in the first place?
Biblically – Genesis tells us it
was God who did it! It was God
who put it there, who established it,
who gave it a beginning.
Creation also teaches us when
years were created. Again on day
4

4 we see the creation of the sun
(or more accurately 'the greater
light'). Again, it is there to mark
out seasons, days, and years.
We see the sun rise and set, and
we say, 'there goes another day.'
Scientifically – we have years
because the earth orbits the sun.
It takes 365 days (or one year)
for our earth to orbit the sun.
Biblically – God established
that pattern. He set it in place
and we have what it is today.
Creation also teaches us
when the seven-day week was
created. Outside a biblical understanding many people don’t know
why we have a seven-day week.
It makes no sense! The French,
after their Revolution, introduced
a 10-day week but failed. The
Soviet Union introduced a fiveday week and that failed, then
tried a six-day week and that
failed again. They eventually resorted back to the seven-day
week!
But in the pages of Genesis 1
we see the seven-day week established and thus understand
why we have seven days in our
week today. Genesis provides
that foundation.
Scientifically – there is no scientific basis for the seven-day
week!
Biblically – God established it!
The plain reading of Genesis
1 teaches us the establishment of
earth’s time as we know it today.
Now if you’re someone who
thinks about the stars and how
many of them are millions of
lightyears away, you know there
is a problem. I don’t have time to
go into all the details now but
would recommend the book
“Starlight & Time” by D. Russell
Humphreys Ph.D.
That said, there are many of
us who wear a watch. There are
different types (digital, analogue,
smart) and different brands
(Rolex, Citizen, Seiko, etc.).
Many are a fashion item and
statement. How many of us stop
to thank the Time Maker rather
than the watch maker? We so
easily and quickly praise the
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watch maker (or at least the brand
and type), but not necessarily the
Time Maker. But Genesis teaches
us to worship and honour the Time
Maker.
There is a third thing that creation teaches us.
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billion) stars per second would take
over 300years to count all the stars
in the observable universe! That’s
just the observable universe!
Now consider the account of
when the stars were made. We find
it at the end of 1:16 where it says,
...and the stars. In the ESV we read
only three words for the creation of
the stars! …and the stars. Three
words! In the Hebrew it’s less –
only two words!
The formation of billions & billions of stars in universe, the milky

which depend on the stars, are an
assault and insult on the mighty
providential working of our Creator
God. So don’t rely on them; rely
on the Creator.
It tells us something about us.
The focus of Genesis 1 is not
the 'unbounded universe' as evo3. Creation Teaches us Everylutionist call it. It’s about mankind,
thing in Beginning was “Good”
humanity.
At end of each day’s work, God
Our children were (and still are)
stepped back (metaphorically
part of a local little athletics club.
speaking), looked at what he’d
When competitions were held,
made and said, “That’s good!”
prizes were handed out to the winSev en
tim es!
ners.
Third
“And God saw
place received
that
it
w as
their
medal
good.”
(Gen
first.
Second
1:4,10,12,18,
place received
21,25)
The
their
medal
cherry on the top
second. Who
is v.31, where he
receives their
said
everything
medal
last?
was very good.
First
place!
This
w ord
The best!
shows us what
And so in the
our Creator is
creation
aclike. Creation in
count, the last
Genesis 1 reflects
thing created is
something of its
the best. Who
Maker. What he
is last? Manmade was good
kind. You and
because He is
me. We get
good.
the gold medal! We
VY Canis Majoris Star https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
But the world we see
get to be made in
today is bad. Lots of bad things
way, black holes, super novas,
God’s image. We get to have a
happen and are experienced. It is
Canis Majoris (it’s so big that our
relationship with our Creator…not
far from good! It’s filled with death,
sun is like a speck on it’s surface!)…
the stars! Mankind is the pinnaviolence, anger, greed, selfish kids,
all these and the rest are given only
cle.
selfish parents, pain, loneliness, sufTWO Hebrew words! Almost an
God’s focus is not the stars, not
fering, disease.
afterthought!
the sea, not the animals, but it’s
What went wrong with this good
Creation teaches us about the
mankind – you and me. Creation
creation? We will deal with this
amazing insignificance of the stars!
the beginning of God’s message
question later, but I think you alHow could billions of stars in the
to us – not to the stars, not to the
ready know!
universe almost be an afterthought?
sea, not to the animals.
Creation teaches us everything
How could the size and magnitude
It tells us something about
was made good because our Creaof such stars be so insignificant in
God.
tor is good.
the creation account? How could
Creating these innumerable,
Creation Teaches us about the
our universe be so big, so vast that
uncountable, hot, fiery, balls of
Amazing Insignificance of Stars
the stars cannot even be numbered,
gas was completely effortless to
Does that sound like a contradicbut only two Hebrew words are
him! Isaiah reminds us of this fact.
tion?
given to describe their creation?
“Lift up your eyes on high and
It is estimated that the observI think there are at least three
see: who created these? He who
able universe contains 1022 stars (1
reasons.
brings out their host by number,
with 23 zeros after it). That’s a lot of
It tells us something about the
calling them all by name, by the
stars! To give you another sense of
stars.
greatness of his might, and behow many stars there are in the obThey have no ruling function –
cause he is strong in power not
servable universe, if you had a comunlike the sun and moon. They
one is missing” (Isa 40:26)
puter that could count 1 trillion (1000
don’t tell your future. Horoscopes,
5
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God is like a general calling out
his troops by regiment, battalions.
He calls the sun, the moon, the
stars, galaxies, the Milky Way and
all there is into existence…and
calls them all by name!
Remember the estimated number of stars in the observable universe? Each has a name. Named
by its Creator…our Creator!
Sometimes I forget my kid’s
names or get them mixed up (yes,
I do have senior moments from
time to time!). But I only have four
children! God names all the stars!
He doesn’t forget!
In comparison to the stars our
earth is so small, so insignificant,
and our human existence so short
and frail. Why are the heavens so
big, so large, so immeasurable, so
unfathomable?
The stars tell us something
about the glory of our God…that
He is BIG! The heavens declare
the glory of God (Psalm 19:1).
Canis Majoris declares the glory of
God! The stars also tell us how
big our Creator God is – how
mighty, authoritative, creative,
powerful, unlimited!
If God is the One who created
everything in the beginning, then
we serve and worship a truly magnificent God! He is separate from
creation. He is transcendent. He
is divine. He is eternal. He is preexisting. He is self-existing. He is
independent.
If God is the One who created
everything in the beginning, then
he is worth acknowledging! He is
worth knowing! He is worth trusting! He is worth loving! He is
worth worshipping!
If God is the One who created
everything in the beginning, then
should not our thoughts of him be
grand, our meditations deep, and
conversations sweet?
If God is the One who created
everything in the beginning, then it
should not surprise us that we
cannot fathom fully his eternal wisdom, comprehend entirely his
transcendent being, understand
completely his divine mind or majesty.

No wonder the apostle Paul
wrote in Romans 12:33, “Oh, the
depths of the riches and wisdom
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgements
and how inscrutable his ways! For
who has known the mind of the
LORD, or who has been his counsellor?”
The first chapter of the Bible is
just the beginning of God’s grand
message to us. The Creation
story is not the whole story; it’s
just the beginning! The beginning
of the greatest (true) story ever
told – the redemption story – how
and why the holy God redeems
unworthy rebellious sinners to and
for himself.
A critical part happens in Genesis 3 where mankind falls into sin.
This tragic event did not affect just
mankind. It affected everything!
Creation itself was stained and
disfigured by sin.
“For the creation was subjected
to futility, not willingly, but because
of him who subjected it…”(Rom.
8:20)
Creation also suffers from sin’s
staining and disfigurement.
“For we know that the whole
creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth
until now.” (Rom. 8:22)
Creation will not continue to
groan under the weight and affects
of sin. It will also be redeemed.
“For the creation was subjected
to futility, not willingly, but because
of him who subjected it, in hope
that the creation itself will be set
free from its bondage to corruption
and obtain the freedom of the
g lor y of t h e c hil dre n of
God.” (Rom. 8:20-21)
The suffering of creation points
to the glorious purpose of God in
the gospel of Jesus Christ. He is
the Creator, but he is also the ReCreator! He is the Creator and
Saviour, the One who causes us
to be born again, to be a new
creation, and who will one day
cause the creation to be recreated.
Creation longs for the sons of
God to be revealed.
6

“For the creation waits with
eager longing for the revealing of
the sons of God….And not only
the creation, but we ourselves,
who have the first-fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for adoption as sons, the
redem p tion of our b odies.” (Rom. 8:19, 23)
I wouldn’t have had to have a
recent operation if it wasn’t for
sin in the world. A lot of us
(including me) wouldn’t have
grey hair if it wasn’t for sin in the
world. A lot of you young people
wouldn’t be having arguments or
jealousy or flirtatious thoughts if
it wasn’t for sin in the world. We
need a Redeemer. We desperately need a Redeemer! This
creation needs a Redeemer and
is waiting for the Redeemer. He
will come one day – the CreatorRedeemer. He will come to redeem his fallen elect. He is the
Son of God, Jesus Christ! Do
you know him? Is he your Redeemer?
When he comes again, the
current heavens and earth will
be replaced. In fact, they will be
burned up! He will establish new
heavens and a new earth where
there will be no operations, no
grey hair, so selfish, jealous, flirtatious thoughts, but only righteousness. (2 Peter 3:13) Magnificent! Is that a day you are
longing for?
If this world is painful, degraded, dying, disfigured, diseased, death-filled…then just
imagine what the next one will
be like!
If this world is beautiful, then
just imagine what the next one
will be like!
The question is – will you be
there?
Is the Redeemer your Redeemer?
The Rev. Graeme Hart ministers
at the McKinnon Reformed Presbyterian Church in Melbourne
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Life under the Ba nner
Pray for Preaching
Brothers and sisters, what do you
pray about? When you enter into
the presence of God in prayer,
when you humble yourself before
the throne of grace, what petitions
do you lay before your heavenly
Father?
In Ephesians 6:18, the apostle
Paul writes, "praying at all times in
the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert
with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints." Keep
on praying. Pray all kinds of
prayers. Persevere in praying.
Prayer is vital in the life of the
Christian. If you are going to
persevere in the faith, you’re
going to need to persevere in
prayer.
Spiritual Warfare and Prayer
Consider the context in which
Paul issues this call to persevere in prayer. In the previous
verses of Ephesians 6, we read
about standing firm, and fighting against spiritual hosts of
wickedness. We read about
the armour of God. Paul lists
several different pieces in this
armour, such as the breastplate
of righteousness, and the helmet of salvation, and so forth.
But if we’re going to make use
of any of these pieces of armour,
we need to be steadfast in prayer.
Prayer is foundational. We will
never be able to fight the good fight
of faith, we will never be able to
remain steadfast in the struggle
against sin, if we do not pray.
But what do we pray for? All
kinds of prayers. We confess the
greatness of God in prayer. We
give thanks to him in prayer. We
confess our sins and ask for forgiveness in prayer. We bring all
our needs and concerns before the
Lord.
Plus, we pray for others, especially other brothers and sisters in
the Lord. Pray that the Lord may
strengthen fellow soldiers in the
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army of Christ, giving them what
they need to prevail in the battle
against sin and the devil.
Personal Requests for Prayer
Not only does Paul instruct believers to pray for other believers; he
also requests prayers on his own
behalf.
There is a lesson to be learned
here. We also shouldn’t be afraid
to ask for prayers on our own behalf.
Of course, we need to demonstrate wisdom in this. We would be
taking this to an extreme if we laid

out every concern and intimate detail of our lives on Facebook, asking everyone in the world to pray
about all of it.
But at the same time, if we have
a legitimate concern for prayer,
then it certainly cannot hurt to have
others praying about it.
Now again, there may be times
when we have reasons to keep
some things to ourselves. For instance, I as a pastor may be counselling Mr. Lust about his struggle
with pornography. He can legitimately expect a certain amount of
confidentiality, so I can’t exactly go
up on the pulpit and say, “Please
pray that I may receive wisdom as I
counsel Mr. Lust about his struggles with the seventh commandment.”
7

There will be some burdens
we may have to bear alone.
But sadly, too often we bear a
burden alone when there is no
real reason to. Burdens are lightened when we share them with
others. We need to put trust in
our brothers and sisters, that they
really do care, and they really are
concerned to pray for us.
Of course, this assumes that
when a brother or sister tells you
something they want you to pray
about, then you actually pray
about it. You shouldn’t use it as,
say, a source of gossip.
It goes both ways: on the
one hand, members of the
church need to bring their
concerns before their brothers and sisters; and on the
other hand, the church
needs to foster a loving and
caring atmosphere where
members can feel free to
open up about their needs
and concerns.
The Underlying Concern
in Requesting Prayer
So, Paul in Ephesians 6:1920 requested prayers on his
own behalf: "and also for
me, that words may be given to
me in opening my mouth boldly
to proclaim the mystery of the
gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to
speak."
Consider what he doesn't ask
them to pray for. For one thing,
he alludes to the fact that he is a
prisoner. But he doesn’t ask his
readers to pray for his release.
Nor does he ask for healing from
any of the afflictions that his adventures might have caused him.
Nor does he ask at this point that
his physical needs might be provided for.
Whether he was bound or
free, healthy or sick, hungry or
full, whether he lived or died,
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none of that was of ultimate concern to him.
What mattered was the proclamation of the gospel. He asks for
prayers on behalf of his ministry.
Now don't get me wrong: this is
not to say that his personal needs
weren’t important enough to pray
about. If Paul were sick, then it
would be perfectly legitimate for his
brothers and sisters in the Lord to
offer up prayers about this. It also
would have been legitimate for him
to ask for such prayers.
But ask yourself this: why do
you think the apostle Paul might
have wanted others to pray for his
daily needs? For his own personal
comfort? No. His concern was the
furthering of the gospel. Paul’s
physical needs would be a cause
for prayer, so that he would have
the wherewithal to go on doing his
important work.
Even the fact that he was a prisoner was a legitimate matter for
prayer. If we know of brothers or
sisters around the world who have
been imprisoned because of the
gospel, then we can certainly pray
for their release.
But say we knew of a specific
instance where it was clear that
someone remaining a prisoner
would further the purposes of the
gospel (as Paul may very well have
believed about himself)? Then we
pray, as we always pray, "whatever
brings glory to you, O Lord."
We should pray for such matters
as: healing in times of sickness,
that our daily bread may be provided for, that those out of work
may find employment, freedom
from persecution for ourselves and
for other believers around the
world.
But (and this is strictly hypothetical, because these things are
rarely cut and dried when we’re
going through them) what if it were
somehow clear that God's purposes will be furthered by our being seriously ill? Do we say to the
Lord, "No Lord, you are wrong, you
must answer my prayer the way I
want it answered!"? No.
Oh, we certainly rejoice when
and if healing comes. But if it
doesn't, then we say: “Your will be
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done, not my will, O Lord. Whatever furthers yours glory, as you
see fit.”
Pray for Clarity and Boldness in
Preaching
All right then, Paul in Ephesians 6
is not as much concerned about
personal concerns as he is about
his ministry. His prime concern is
God's glory, the advance of His
kingdom.
Let's focus now on what it is that
Paul asks his readers to pray about
concerning his ministry. He says in
Ephesians 6:19, "that words may
be given to me."
Paul was not exactly the greatest speaker in the world. We read
in 2 Corinthians 10:10, “For they
say, ‘His letters are weighty and
strong, but his bodily presence is
weak, and his speech of no account.’” And in 2 Corinthians 11:6,
“Even if I am unskilled in speaking...”
Paul came not in power, but in
weakness. It was not the way he
said things that worked so powerfully, but it was what he said. The
Spirit did not work through how he
proclaimed the gospel, but through
the gospel itself.
But this does not mean that how
he spoke was irrelevant. In Ephesians 6:19, he asks his readers to
pray, "that words may be given to
me in opening my mouth boldly to
proclaim the mystery of the gospel."
The word translated here as
'boldly' is a rather deep word with
many connotations. One other
possible translation might be
'clearly,' or ‘plainly.’ For instance,
the same word is used in John
16:29 – "His disciples said, “Ah,
now you are speaking plainly and
not using figurative speech!"
Paul is asking for prayers regarding his speaking. He wanted
his message to be clear, in spite of
his weaknesses.
This is a legitimate prayer matter for preachers today as well. On
a personal note, I would certainly
ask for your prayers on my behalf
regarding this. Please, pray for
me, that despite my many weaknesses, the truth may be clearly
8

put forward in my preaching.
Pray this for all the ministers in
our denomination. Pray this for
all gospel ministers and evangelists around the world. Pray that
God may give His true servants
what they stand in need of, in
terms of being able to say plainly
what needs to be said, that they
might fulfil the task of preaching
faithfully.
So, the word translated in
Ephesians 6:19 as ‘boldly,’ this
can also be translated ‘plainly.’
But that’s not to say that ‘boldly’
is a bad translation here. Not at
all. This is something we need to
pray about as well: that ministers
may have boldness to preach
what needs to be preached.
This word is also found in Hebrews 4:16 – "Let us then with
confidence draw near to the
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to
help in time of need." And in
Ephesians 3:12 – "in whom we
have boldness and access with
confidence through our faith in
him." Confidence. Boldness.
This is essential for any preacher
of the gospel.
Friends, I covet your prayers:
pray that I may declare the truth
fearlessly, as I should.
Not that any preacher can be
bold in himself. He is but a weak,
sinful human being. Any minister
who does not truly recognise this
is not going to demonstrate biblical boldness, but only arrogance.
Preaching can only be bold if
the truth is proclaimed. Surely,
the truth is the only solid foundation for boldness.
Still, even with this basis for
boldness, it’s easy for the
preacher to struggle with this.
Preachers are people after all.
They, just as much as anyone
else, are concerned about what
other people think of them. They
might be worried about whether
what they say is hurtful.
There are all sorts of personal
concerns that can sometimes get
in the way of fearlessly preaching. Sometimes such concerns
are legitimate. But at the same
time, the truth must be preached.
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Please, friends, pray that I may
have the strength, the boldness,
the confidence to do this.
Pray for all gospel ministers,
that they may say what needs to
be said.
Pray also for students studying
to become gospel ministers, that
during their education and training
they may develop the gifts and
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abilities they need to fearlessly
preach the gospel. Pray that they
also, despite their relative youth
and inexperience, may be bold in
saying what needs to be said.
Bold preaching of the gospel is
so desperately needed in our day
and age. There are so many false
teachers who preach only what the
itching ears of their listeners want

to hear. If there is to be any renewal in our society, there must
be more true, biblical preaching.
Pray for this, that in this year of
our Lord 2017, the truth may be
boldly and clearly preached.
The Rev. Jim Klazinga ministers
with the PCEA congregation in
Brisbane.

The World in the Ba nner
Parents Want Control Of Sex
Education – Poll
Almost 4 out of 5 parents are confident of their ability to teach their
own children about sex and sexuality issues, and 2/3’rds believe that
parents should be dictating any
school-based teaching, not the
government or groups such as
Family Planning and Rainbow
Youth.
In the independent poll of 846
people undertaken by Curia Market
Research, 78% said that they
would be confident teaching their
children about sex and sexuality
issues. Confidence was higher
amongst National and NZ First
supporters than Labour / Green
supporters.
62% believe that parents, not the
Government, should have the final
say on what sex education is provided in schools – with parents of
children under 18 stronger on this
view than adults without young children (68% v 59%). Once again,
National and NZ First supporters
backed the role of parents (65%
and 63% respectively) but support
for the government rather than parents dictating the curriculum was
higher amongst Green voters.
“This polling is a clear rebuke to
the current government approach
of using groups such as Family
Planning and Rainbow Youth to
develop curriculum with minimal
input from parents. In fact, the clear
message is to resource and empower parents to educate their own
children. Parents have been horrified at groups coming in to schools
and undermining the role and val-

ues of parents with sex education
resources targeted at children as
young as five which fail to take into
account the emotional and physical
development of each child and the
values of the family,” says Bob
McCoskrie, National Director of
Family First NZ.
“The government is currently
pursuing and promoting
a curriculum where children are
indoctrinated on ‘gender identity’
ideology and the harms of gender
stereotypes, and given dangerous
messages that they’re sexual from
birth, that the proper time for sexual activity is when they feel ready,
and that they have rights to pleasure, birth control, and abortion.
Most schools, along with parents in
that school community, are rejecting the elements of the new sexuality education guidelines released at
the end of 2015.”
“Parents know their children the
best and should determine the best
timing and most appropriate way to
tackle topics such as keeping
themselves safe and ‘where do
babies come from.” A valueless
‘one size fits all’ approach is far too
simplistic and can even be harmful,” says Mr McCoskrie.
“Studies show that the biggest
protective factors for coping with
puberty and sexual involvement
are married parents, family values,
parental supervision, and parental
expectations for behaviour. What
happens at home is the greatest
determinant of the outcomes for
the young person.”
Family First released a report in
2013 “R18: Sexuality Education in
9

New Zealand – A Critical Review”
by US psychiatrist Dr Miriam
Grossman which was sent to all
school principals and all Board of
Trustee Chairpersons of Intermediate and Secondary schools in
NZ. Dr Grossman warned that
the sex education resources fail
to tell the full facts and compromise the concerns and wishes of
parents, and the safety of young
people. “A premise of modern
sex education is that young people have the right to make their
own decisions about sexual activity, and no judging is allowed.
Risky behaviours are normalised
and even celebrated. Children
and adolescents are introduced
to sexual activities their parents
would prefer they not even know
about, let alone practice. It’s reasonable to ask: is the
‘comprehensive sexuality education’ foisted on young people all
over the world about sexual
health, or sexual licence?” says
Dr Grossman.
“There seems to be a basic
and ironic assumption that parents know nothing about sex and
that only Family Planning and
Rainbow Youth do. This is a myth
and is rejected by Kiwi parents as evidenced clearly from this
poll,” says Mr McCoskrie.
The nationwide poll was carried out during November and
has a margin of error of +/- 3.4%.
+ Family First NZ, 11/01/2017
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Burma (Myanmar): Pastors Detained As War Escalates
The Burmese army has escalated
its military offensive against the
Christian ethnic Kachin, whose
lands they seek to exploit in northern Burma. The humanitarian situation is dire, with thousands of Kachin forced to flee the northern IDP
camps to seek refuge in China. According to reports, the government
has been preventing humanitarian
aid from reaching a number of conflict areas. Burma expert Bertil Lintner comments (19 January): 'After
a 17-year respite [a ceasefire held
from 1994 to 2011] and now under
an elected government, Kachin
State has arguably never witnessed
such debilitating and destructive
armed combat.'
On 24 December Burmese military officers abducted Kachin Baptist Convention (KBC) pastors Dom
Dawng Nawng (65) and La Jaw
Gam Hseng (35). The pastors had
previously helped journalists document the destruction of civilian
structures, including St Francis Xavier Catholic Church, in Mong Ko in
neighbouring Shan State. According to Human Rights Watch (HRW),
the pastors received a call claiming
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to be from Byuha Gon military
base, in which they were invited to
come and secure the release of a
married couple. The pastors were
last seen on the evening of 24 December, travelling by motor-bike to
the military base. On 16 January
HRW expressed grave concerns
after the government denied that
the military had detained the two
men. On 19 January the Burmese
army confirmed that it had detained
the pastors on national security
grounds and that they are alive.
The KBC has requested that the
two men be handed over to Mong
Ko police as soon as possible.
It is imperative that the soldiers
who abducted and illegally detained
the KBC pastors be held to account. As noted by HRW Deputy
Asia Director, Phil Robertson:
'Perpetrators of grievous abuses in
Kachin and Shan States need to be
brought to justice. Atrocities won't
stop so long as the military can
commit them against civilians with
impunity.' Indeed, two years on
from the barbaric rape, torture and
slaughter of two Kachin missionaries by Burmese troops on the night
of 19-20 January 2015, nobody has
been held to account. Pray for an

end to impunity and for our longsuffering, long-persecuted brothers and sisters in Burma.
+ Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin |
RLPB 391 | Wed 25 Jan 2017
Follow Trump On Abortion,
Says FamilyVoice
Pro-life organisation FamilyVoice
Australia has welcomed the action of President Trump to cancel
the international funding of abortion by American taxpayers.
FamilyVoice is calling for Australia to follow President Trump
on this issue.
“Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull would do well to pay attention to the growing conservative agenda and remove AusAID
funding of overseas abortions,”
said FamilyVoice National Director, Ashley Saunders.
“Funding spent on abortion is
money that is not available for
poverty alleviation. Killing babies
in Third World nations does nothing to address the causes of
hardship in poor countries. It’s
time Australia ceased funding
overseas abortion,” he said.
+ FamilyVoice Australia, Media Release, 24 January 2017

The Mira cles At Ca lva ry
The Miraculous Darkness
Have you noticed that our society
is using more and more religious
language? Ice Cream used to be
advertised as rich and full flavoured
– now it’s divine and simply heavenly! It’s the same with the word
‘miracle’. It’s a favourite newspaper headline. ‘Miraculous Rescue,’
you might read. Another title might
state, ‘It’s A Miracle!” And that
story will be about a person who is
said to have been very ‘lucky’.
Maybe it was a lotto win. Other
times it may be about a close
shave with death.
Then there are the many times
that Christians use the word
‘miracles’ these days. They’ll even
advertise it on their church billboards, and in their newspaper no-

Matthew 27:45
tices. ‘Claim your miracle!’ they
loudly say. So anyone coming will
expect something special for them
that day.
All of this is a terrible pity. Miracles aren’t what they used to be.
And, especially, miracles the way
the Bible declares them to be aren’t
being seen any more.
Believing in the ‘right’ miracle
Modern miracles are portrayed as
things that are special benefits to
us. They occur whenever something really nice happens – like getting the right girl. “I believe in miracles,” sings Hot Chocolate, “since
you came along.”
A true miracle, though, doesn’t
happen any more! How can it?
10

Sjirk Bajema
The need for the miracle has
gone.
Miracles did certainly happen,
and when they happened they
were quite unforgettable and
unique. In the words of B.B.
Warfield, “Miracles do not appear
on the page of Scripture
vagrantly, here, there and elsewhere indifferently, without assignable reason.” And then he
goes on, “They belong to revelation periods, and appear only
when God is speaking to his people through accredited messengers, declaring his gracious purposes.”
So all of those miracles in the
Bible – the genuine ones, that is
– are tied in with what God is do-
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ing in Jesus Christ. That’s what
Scripture’s all about. This means
that when you look at God’s Word
you can expect miracles to happen
more often and more powerfully
while Jesus is on earth fulfilling his
ministry here.
And that’s exactly what happens.
There are all kinds of signs and
wonders because the great Sign
and Wonder himself has come.
There are all types of powerful
healing, including people brought
back from the dead, because the
Divine Doctor is there. Jesus is
himself the one convincing and
permanent miracle.
Considering all this, it would
follow that if there was a particular
time in Jesus’ life on earth when
miracles appear most, it would
have to be when he is at the point
of doing the very thing he came
for. The greatest miracle of them
all was when Jesus Christ suffered
and died on the cross for sinners.
Then the key word of God’s message was that messenger himself
– he was no less than the Living
Word.
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for mankind.
We see six of these miracles at
Calvary in Matthew 27:45-53. Each
of them points to the One who is
hanging there. And each of them
tells us something about what he is
doing there.

Matthew 27:45-54
45
From the sixth hour until the ninth hour
darkness came over all the land. 46 About
the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud
voice, “Eloi, Eloi,lama sabachthani?” –
which means “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?”
47
When some of those standing there
heard this, they said, “He’s calling
Elijah.”
48
Immediately one of them ran and got a
sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put
it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to
drink. 49 But the rest said, “Leave him
alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save
him.”
50
And when Jesus had cried out again in a
loud voice, he gave up his spirit.
51
At that moment the curtain of the temple
was torn in two from top to bottom. The
earth shook, and the rocks split. 52 The
tombs broke open and the bodies of many
Seeing the sign
holy people who had died were raised to
There’s still something more to
53
miracles, however. You see, they life. They came out of the tombs, and
point to Jesus Christ. The greatest after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the
holy city and appeared to many people.
miracles in number and power
54
When the centurion and those with him
happened when our Lord was
who
were guarding Jesus saw the earthhere, when they pointed toward his
quake
and all that had happened, they
coming or back to his coming. But
there’s also the miracle itself, bewere terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he
cause people in the past have
was the Son of God!”
come to believe through the workThis isn’t natural – it’s supernatuing of miracles. So a miracle isn’t
ral
simply something we’re amazed at.
“Wow – I wonder how they do that!”
God’s judgment upon mankind is
Actually, a miracle tells us why
visited on his Son. And it shows.
God is doing all that. Through the
The first of the miracles at Calpicture we can see, it’s clear what
vary—the miraculous darkness in
the message is. It’s the most
Matthew 27:45 — is vividly clear
graphic sermon!
about this.
We come then to the scene of
Jesus Christ has been on the cross
Christ on the cross. This is the high
three hours. From 9 o’clock in the
point of his coming, though it couldmorning till 12 noon, he’s been
n’t have been more of a low point
hanging there. What he has suffor him personally. There have to
fered until this point has been the
be miracles here. While Jesus can
most terrible torment and pain.
no longer do them himself, his FaKlaas Schilder says of this point,
ther does, confirming that this is the
“Christ enters upon the second
real reason for Jesus’ saving work
phase of his suffering. From the ca11

tastrophe of the crucifixion he enters into the passion of being crucified. Gradually, but certainly, his
blood ebbs. His wounds become
swollen; they gave him extreme
pain. His blood congeals because
it cannot flow freely. Fever consumes his body. The work has
been done; the social act, except
for his extreme sacrifice, has been
finished. The intercession for the
soldiers, the opening of Paradise
to the murderer, and getting John
to look after his mum – that’s all
happened.”
Then the heat of the noonday
sun, and all its effects, is pulled
away! The darkness covers the
land like a huge blanket. At the
time when the sun should have
been its brightest, there’s no light
at all! The three hours of noise
suddenly turns into three hours of
terrified silence.
Listen – did you hear that
blood drop? Was that the heaving
chest of a man on a cross?
The contrast couldn’t be
greater. Something has happened. Something quite extraordinary! This isn’t natural. But
there are many who refuse to say
it’s supernatural. They will suggest this is a severe thunderstorm
– but for three hours? And even if
it lasted that long, it would not
have covered the whole country.
No one would think of a thunderstorm as that special. And, besides, what about the flashes of
lightning that always occur in
thunderstorms? Whenever there
was lightning, the complete darkness could not remain.
Others have spoken of a black
sirocco storm from the desert.
But, again, that couldn’t make it
this black and for this long, at this
time of the day. Luke 23, the
verses 44 and 45, appear to suggest an eclipse of some kind. Indeed, it does speak of the sun
being eclipsed. But is Luke writing astronomically? If he were,
there would be problems. For
those of us who’ve seen an
eclipse know how short a time
they last. Besides, this is the time
of the Passover. This is the time

The Presbyterian Banner

of the full moon when such an
eclipse would have been impossible!
The best answer is that this is not
natural but rather supernatural. This
is a special act of God – yes, a miracle!
We come back to what we noted
earlier. A miracle is a sign – it points
to something. As John Stott describes it, “the darkness of the sky
was an outward spiritual darkness
which enveloped him. For what is
darkness in biblical symbolism but
separation from God who is light and
in whom ‘there is no darkness at
all’”?
‘Outer darkness’ is actually an
expression Jesus used for hell
(Matthew 8:12; 22:13; 25:30), because hell is a total exclusion from
the light of God’s presence. God’s
Son plunged into that outer darkness
for our sakes. Our sins blotted out
the sunshine of his Father’s face.
This was when our sins sent Christ
to hell, as he hung there on the
cross.
This isn’t incidental – it’s judgmental
We can sometimes become wrapped
up with the small details in this
scene, instead of the whole picture.
There’s been so much said about
the jealousy of the Jewish leaders,
the misunderstanding of the people,
and the weak character of Pilate.
And then there’s the way that
Christ’s own disciples, after promising the complete opposite – just
took off! Up until this point in time,
the injustice of men against the Godman has been blatant. If anyone
was sacrificed on the altar of human
convenience, it was this One!
But that was all necessary. You
see, Jesus Christ had to stand
alone. Not as the victim of Jewish
spite, nor as an official injustice. He
was more than that, with a perfection
that made him completely ‘separate
from sinners.’ Christ Jesus has
something in him that fallen human
nature, even under its best conditions, is morally unable to understand.
One preacher put it this way: “In
his address to Pilate Jesus Christ
distinctly points out the divine share
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of the marvellous transaction. He
shows that he’s not to be classed
with the common criminals. His presence at the bar is part of a great purpose which God is working out. Human strength would have no power,
and, indeed, no opportunity, to lay
wicked hands upon him had he not
been given by God expressly for the
sins of the world.”
All that had been written as satisfying God’s justice is being done, for
this is no cooling off time for Jesus.
This was the impact of God’s curse
shown in physical phenomenon.
The curse of God expressed in Deuteronomy comes to its fullest expression against this One on the cross.
This is not only the curse of Deuteronomy 21, which was against anyone hung on a tree: this is the curse
against the disobedience of all mankind.
The sign where you don’t see
The Israelites in Moses’ time knew
what such a darkness was like from
their own recent history. They had
been the ones who had come out of
Egypt – the Egypt which had suffered the plague of darkness for
three whole days, as we read in Exodus 10. This was a darkness so
heavy it could be felt! Ugh! Yuck!
This is the kind of darkness the
prophet Amos later confirmed, when
he spoke of the coming Day of the
Lord. He quoted God himself, in
chapter 8 verse 9, “In that day, I will
make the sun go down at noon and
darken the earth in broad daylight.”
How graphically it is all fulfilled
now. And how clear it would have
been for the Jews who made up
Matthew’s original readers. It’s their
scripture being fulfilled! It is God’s
curse coming to rest. That’s why we
have to remember that a curse is the
opposite of a blessing. While a
blessing is an announcement of
God’s care, a curse is an announcement of God’s punishment. Just
think of the Lord’s blessing that kept
the night away while Joshua destroyed the five Canaanite kings and
all their armies!
But the person who is cursed is
abandoned by grace. He is abandoned by God’s compassion and
12

goodness. Instead, he is struck by
God’s powerful wrath! That’s why
it went so terribly dark. That’s why
at the end of these three hours
Christ cried out so hauntingly, “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” All our curses were
laid on him.
There was no other way – the
Light of the World was in the dark!
When Jesus Christ was born in
Bethlehem the night became day:
now at his death on Calvary, the
day becomes night. It is that darkness which Christ enters into and
defeats. With his birth, the whole
host of angels were singing. At his
death, the devils are in their element. And yet despite their ‘home
ground advantage’, he becomes
more than a conqueror.
Jesus Christ soberly takes all
the judgment levelled at him as
payment for our sins. Remember,
he refused that drink of wine mixed
with myrrh. He was going into this
fully conscious of what he was doing, and he was going into this
completely alone. While his Father
“causes his sun to shine on the
righteous and the unrighteous” (Matthew 5:45), here Christ
renounced it all to be made sin for
us. He had spoken earlier in Matthew 20:28 and 26:28 of himself as
'the ransom for many'. This was
the price he had to pay, and he
didn’t count the cost.
The curse has come. It has
come with all its effects. For on
the cross, the cumulative results of
all mankind’s sins are thrust upon
Christ. Three days there was darkness in Egypt. There the first-born
all died, the first-fruits of Egypt’s
might. There are three hours of
darkness now. And here the firstbegotten dies, the first-born of the
power of God.
There is a line drawn down
through history. No one should
miss it. Whether they were from
Old Testament Israel, or they are
in the Church now by Christ’s
blood.
But there’s also no comparison.
The shadow can never match the
substance. In fact, darkness casts
no shadow.
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Prescribed Sea rch Work
MARCH 2017
Senior Section 12 years and over; Intermediate 10—11 years; Junior 9 years and under
SENIOR AND INTERMEDIATE (Intermediate omit questions 1 and 5)
1 SAMUEL chapter 6
1. What was the advice given to the Philistines by their priests about sending back the ark of
God? (2 verses only)
2. What did the reapers of Beth-shemesh do when they saw the ark?
3. What happened to the men of Beth-shemesh who looked in the ark? What did they say as a
result? (2 verses)
Chapter 7
4. How long was the ark in Kirjath-jearim?
5. What did the children of Israel do when they gathered at Mizpah?
6. Why did Samuel call the stone he had set up ‘Ebenezer’?
Chapter 8
7. What was the Lord’s answer to Samuel when the elders of Israel asked for a king? (3 verses)
8. When the people cried out because of their king, would the Lord hear?
JUNIOR
MARK chapter 3
1. What happened when Jesus told the man with the withered hand to stretch it out?
2. Which people did Jesus say were his brother and sister and mother?
Chapter 4:1—12
3. In the parable of the sower, what happened to the seed that fell among thorns?
Chapter 4:35—41
4. When the disciples woke Jesus in the storm, what did he
say first to the sea and then to his disciples? (2 verses)
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Please send the answers to:
Mrs I Steel
PO Box 942
Epping NSW 1710
The questions for the whole year
are available from the above postal
address or by email at:
iesteel@gmail.com
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Prescribed Youth Work
Scripture Memory
1st certificate (Junior, 8 to 12 yrs) Matthew 5:3-16
2nd certificate (Senior, 13 to 17 yrs) 1 John 1:5 - 2:6
Metrical Psalms
Infants 1st Certificate
Psalms 23 and 121
2nd certificate
Psalms 67 & 100
Essay Questions 2017
Infants (7yrs)
In Romans 12:1 –2, Paul is telling Christian people to do two things. Do you know what those two
things are? What happens when we do them?

Junior (8 to 12 yrs, up to 400 words). Please read Psalm 51:10 –17 and answer these questions:
What is David asking God to do for him in verse 10?

Why do you think God is the only Person who can do what David is asking in verse 10?

In verse 10 David is asking God to give him a clean heart. But to get a clean heart we need to
come to God in a special way. What is that special way according to verse 17?

What is God going to do for us if we ask him for a clean heart in the way that verse 17 tells us to
do it?

Senior (13 to 17 yrs, up to 1000 words).
Read Acts 11: 1 –18. As you can see, the first eighteen verses of this chapter are exclusively focused with the repetition of the story of chapter 10. Clearly, the story is very important. Please
explain why Luke attaches to this incident the amount of space that he has given to it. Make sure
you also to show the relevance of this text for Christian behaviour.
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Fa mily Ca mp — Ja nua ry 3-6, 2017

Clockwise from top left:
Children’s Study Group;
Gathering in the hall;
The Rev. David Kerridge
facing up; old friends
catching up; The Rev.
Robin Tso and son, Alistair; Senior Primary
Group; The friendly
cooks; Precious family
time.
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Clockwise from top left: A traditional Australian pastime; Psalm praise time;
Study Group; The Rev. George & Mrs Rhoda Ball doing ‘The Dentist Skit’;
India Mission Talk; Senior Primary Group; A view of the outdoor activities;
India Mission Awareness Group doing a Hindi Sunday School Song at the
Concert.
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