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I know that everything God does will endure forever;
nothing can be added to it and nothing taken from it.
God does it, so men will revere him.
Ecclesiastes 3:14
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Normally you would look towards a new year with anticipation. It’s a
new start and we can do things better. Many people make New Year
resolutions, which are opportunities to positively change negative aspects of our lives.
But, it is not a happy world out there at the moment. In fact, it is a
very broken world. And increasingly we see hopes for peace and
safety diminishing, cutbacks to health services, growing inefficiency
and corruption, and much brokenness in the family unit.
Christians, particularly, are affected by the changes within our society. No longer is our faith and the lifestyle that comes with it an openly
endorsed and encouraged way of life. In fact, increasingly Christianity
is becoming demonised. Those holding to positions of faith in their
workplace and even within highly recognised charities are suffering under officialdom. The ground we are walking upon seems a lot like
parts of New Zealand at the moment – very shaky and insecure.
But God does not call himself the “Rock’ for no reason at all in his
Word. Rather, he reminds us that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday
and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). It is in times like ours that we
need to look to him all the more.
The Lord will bless that trust. And as his people continue to shine
his presence throughout the earth, his light will shine all the brighter.
Many others in this darkened world are still lost and searching for the
only true beacon of peace and love to follow – Jesus Christ!
You are the light of the world.
A city on a hill cannot be hidden.
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the
house.
In the same way, let your light shine before men,
that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in
heaven.
Matthew 5:14-16
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‘The Lord Bless You’
Psalm 134
This is the last of the 15 songs of
ascent that were likely sung while
the pilgrims made the journey to
Jerusalem from outlying areas in
order to worship at the temple during one of the great annual festivals. It’s a fitting song to end on.
The psalm appears to be an antiphony – i.e. it has two speakers. The
first speaker (verses 1-2) addresses
the priests and Levites who worked
the ‘night shift’ in the temple. If
you’ve ever had to work a night shift
you will appreciate how difficult and
‘thankless’ that is. Who is this
speaker? It may have been the
High Priest; but it seems more fitting and likely to be the pilgrims
themselves.
Priests and Levites served in the
tabernacle and later in the temple
all hours of the day and night. They
were to, ‘carry the ark of the covenant, to stand before the Lord to
minister, and to pronounce blessings in his name’ (Deut. 10: 8-9).
Thus they led the people in worship.
After the temple was built they obviously no longer needed to carry the
Ark. Their revised job description is
found in 1 Chron. 23: 26-32. They
were in charge of the courtyards,
the side rooms, the purification of all
sacred things, the lampstand, the
preparation of the bread and the
sacrifices, as well as guarding the
gates. They were to stand every
morning to thank and praise the
Lord and do the same in the evening. They were divided into 24
groups or divisions – taking turns
serving in the temple. This roster
continued until New Testament
times. Thus we read of Zechariah
(father of John the Baptist) who was
chosen by lot according to the custom of the priesthood to go into the
temple (Luke 1: 9-10).
As well as the Levites, there
were also others who lingered
around the temple. In New Testament times there was Simeon – a
righteous and devout man who was

A Song of Ascents
eagerly waiting for the Messiah to
come (Luke 2: 25). And there was
Anna, who never left the temple but
stayed there day and night, worshipping God with fasting and
prayer (Luke 2: 36-37).

Psalm 134
A Song of Ascents
Behold, bless the Lord,
All you servants of the Lord,
Who by night stand in the house of
the Lord!
2 Lift up your hands in the sanctuary,
And bless the Lord.
3 The Lord who made heaven and
earth
Bless you from Zion!
1

While the psalm exhorts the
night shift priests in the temple to
praise and bless the Lord, the New
Testament teaches that all of
Christ’s disciples are priests. Peter
informs his Christian readers, ‘As
you come to him, the living Stone –
rejected by humans but chosen by
God and precious to him – you also
like living stones, are being built
into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ’ (1 Peter 2: 4-5). This
psalm therefore encourages believers, who are a holy priesthood, to
praise our God and Saviour, Jesus
Christ.
Verse 3 appears to be the response of the Priests and Levites to
the departing pilgrims as they embarked on their journey home.
‘May the Lord, the Maker of heaven
and earth, bless you from Zion’.
We see in this psalm: 1. A Call to Bless the Lord (1a)
‘Bless’ is the key word in this
psalm. It occurs in each verse
(which the NIV and others obscure
by translating the same verb as
3

George D. Ball
‘praise’ in verses 1-2, and ‘bless’
in verse 3). So, we have here an
exhortation to ‘bless the Lord’.
How can we bless the Lord – the
One who is already eternally
blessed? Let me quote Alec Motyer, “The real clue to what it
means to bless the Lord comes
from noting that the same verb is
used when He blesses us. What
then does the expression ‘May the
Lord bless you’ (verse 3) mean?
It’s a request for the Lord to look
on us, discern our needs and
meet them, that is to say, to review us and to respond. Likewise,
when we bless the Lord – we say
it reverently – we review Him and
respond. He reviews our needs;
we review His revealed excellencies.” Then he quotes from Derek
Kidner who writes, “to bless God
is to acknowledge gratefully what
He is”.
To bless God therefore is to
call to mind the glorious things
that He has revealed about Himself, as well as the glorious things
He has done. The whole of the
Scriptures reveal that. To bless
the Lord is to make much of Him.
To bless the Lord is to express
the fact that He is our treasure,
our satisfaction, our hope, our
confidence, our delight. To bless
the Lord is to bow in worship.
That’s what we endeavour to do
now – albeit imperfectly. But we
will do it perfectly in heaven. (See
Rev. 7: 9-17).
2. A Call to Bless the Lord at
Night (1b)
The morning and evening sacrifices in the Temple provide,
surely, a pattern for morning and
evening services. See also Psalm
92: 1-2. (I’m not saying there is a
clear command for an evening
service – but can it not be deduced by ‘good and necessary
consequences’?)
As the day began and ended
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with worship in the Temple, surely
it is a good thing to do the same
today. Sadly, nowadays the evening service appears to be in terminal decline and has died in
some places. That’s a pity. Think
of some of the benefits. An evening service helps keep the Lord’s
Day the Lord’s Day. Without an
evening service we are tempted
unnecessarily to be occupied with
things which are less than profitable.
An evening service helps structure the day – having two services
acts like bookends around the day
and encourages the best use of
the Lord’s Day. An evening
service is an aid to sanctify
the time between services –
a good time, for example, to
exercise hospitality.
An evening service provides another opportunity to
worship. If we believe that
the reading, singing and
preaching of the word is a
means of grace we should
take advantage of the opportunities when they are available.
An evening service provides more opportunity to
fulfil all those ‘one another’
commands. It’s a further
opportunity to meet with the
saints – the most excellent
of the earth. It’s a time for
extra fellowship. Surely
that’s a good thing.
3. A Call to Bless the Lord
With Hands Uplifted (2)
Lifting up one’s hands was a
common gesture in worship
and prayer in ancient Israel (e.g.
Ps. 28: 2, 63: 4). Should we do
the same today? If you wish. But
remember that there were other
postures of worship and prayer –
e.g. kneeling, prostrate, bowing,
standing and sitting.
Note that the hands were not lifted
‘in’ the sanctuary, but ‘to’ or
‘towards’ the sanctuary – i.e. the
Holy of Holies – where the Lord
was present in all His holiness.
The lifted hands were an outward
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sign symbolising an inward desire.
Now however (as we read in Hebrews), we don’t have to lift hands
toward the sanctuary, ‘but we
have confidence to enter the
Most Holy Place by the blood of
Jesus’ (Heb. 10: 19). It may have
been this passage which Paul had
in mind when he wrote in 1 Tim. 2:
8, ‘I want men everywhere to lift
up holy hands in prayer’. The
Lord wants His people to pray. Remember what Jesus said when He
cleansed the Temple, ‘My house
shall be a house of prayer for all
nations’.

4. An Assurance that When We
Bless the Lord – We too Will Be
Blessed (3)
‘May the LORD, the Maker of
heaven and earth, bless you
(sing.) from Zion’ (3).
These words may well have been
spoken by the high priest (or the
priests) to the departing pilgrims
who may have been reluctant to
leave Jerusalem in light of all that
they were leaving behind. But look
what they took home with them! A
4

blessing – a benediction from
the LORD – Yahweh – the triune
God – the One who is the Maker
of heaven and earth. He is a
great God. He is able to provide
exactly what we need. He is
able to bless His people. Let’s
remind ourselves what it means
for the Lord to bless us. It’s
more than a pious wish; more
than some vague sentiment. Dr.
H. J. Blair used to speak of a
man in his congregation who was
invariably late for church. He
said of him (albeit tongue in
cheek) that he was at least there
for the best part – the benediction! Think about that. The
benediction is not merely
the signal that the service is
over and you can pack up
and go. The benediction is
the rich blessing we receive
from the triune God. ‘May
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you
all’ (2 Cor. 13: 14). What a
blessing that is. What more
do we need? Note finally
that the blessing comes
‘from Zion’, which for us today is not Jerusalem, (far
less Rome), but heaven itself, where Jesus the mediator of the new covenant
reigns in the midst of His
people. (See Heb. 12: 2224). May the Lord bless
you.
Prayer: Triune God, Creator
of heaven and earth, we
want to worship you not
only publicly but also privately
when there are no eyes upon us.
May we have no other aim but to
praise and glorify You all the
days of our life, not only because
of the great benefits which we
continually receive from your
hands, but because You are worthy. We pray this in Jesus name.
Amen.
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Oh Rea lly?
Do you know who I am?
The line of travellers at the check-in
counter for the flight to Sydney was
quite substantial. That didn’t bother
one man, who strode purposefully
past all the waiting travellers to the
very top of the line and put his face
in front of the locker expecting to be
served immediately by the hostess
on duty.
“Excuse me, sir, please join at
the back of the line and wait your
turn.”
“What? Do you know who I am?”
Without hesitation the hostess
grabbed the microphone and made
the announcement: “Attention, everyone, I have here at counter 12 a
man who doesn’t know who he is. If
anybody has lost a gentleman of
approximately 45 years of age,
please report to the information
counter or collect at check-in
counter 12.”
Red-faced, the man who had
lost his identity walked away amidst
the applause of the waiting travellers.
Well, this once unique situation
is about to become more and more
common, as gender identity is becoming increasingly fluid, enthusiastically promoted by certain people in intellectually (!) high places.
In an academic climate where everything is open for debate and nothing is considered absolute (bar the
absolute that nothing is absolute),
even the very essence of a person’s sexuality is now a matter of
personal opinion and desire.
As of now, universities and colleges in the U.S. are offering students and employees the opportunity to wear “pronoun pins” so people can easily identify their preferred gender, the gender of their
own choosing. The University of
Kansas library is now offering buttons reading “My pronouns are:”
followed by either “He/Him/his,”
“She/Her/Hers” or “They/Them/
Theirs”, as part of an initiative
called “You Belong Here.”
Because gender is, itself, “fluid
and up to the individual," a library

Herm Zandman
sign reads: "Each person has the
right to identify his/her/its own pronouns, and we encourage you to
ask before assuming someone's
gender. Pronouns matter! Misgendering someone can have lasting
consequences, and using the incorrect pronoun can be hurtful, disrespectful, and invalidate someone's
identity."
With its library buttons, the University of Kansas in Lawrence joins
a growing number of schools making efforts to accommodate students who are transgender or who
don't identify as any gender at all.
Some other universities, such as
Champlain College and the University of Vermont have supplied similar gender pronoun pins and name
tags to students and staff. Others,
including Harvard College in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and the
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor,
made headlines when they began
letting students register their own
pronouns for official university use.
These moves have been applauded by LGBTQ (= lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, queer) advocates, who say respecting the preferred pronouns of LGBTQ individuals is important for creating an inclusive environment on college
campuses. The Gender Identity tab
allows students to change their pronoun to whatever they wish at any
time, opening up the possibility that
a student could demand a new pronoun every single day. Actually,
one student who opposes such political correctness decided to have
some fun and insisted that he from
now on be addressed as ‘his majesty royal highness Bert.’ And according to university bylaws his desire to be thus addressed must be
respected by all!
But critics argue that universities
are overstepping their boundaries
by promoting what they see as political correctness gone too far. At
the University of Tennessee at
Knoxville, administrators last year
removed a guide to transgender
5

pronouns from its website after
facing backlash from state lawmakers. Republican Senate
Speaker Ron Ramsey described
the guide, which included pronouns such as "ze" and "xe"
alongside "she," "he," and "they,"
as "the clearest example of political correctness run amok that I
have seen in quite some time."
The National Association for
Independent Schools in the USA
embraced a legal report as to how
to deal with transgender issues
and some of the advice is as follows. Regarding use of pronouns
the report advises, “The Human
Rights Campaign explains that a
person representing themselves
as female should be called “she,”
while “he” should be used for a
person representing himself as
male, and if you are not sure, you
can simply ask the student which
he or she prefers.” Regarding
usage of toilets, lockers, showers,
and other bathroom facilities one
may read, “Schools should make
sure transgender students and
other students have access to
facilities that they feel comfortable
using, such as unisex bathrooms,
private changing areas, and partitioned rooms. As the school
makes renovations or undertakes
new building projects, consideration of these transgender students’ needs should be factored
into the planning, even if the
school does not currently have a
transgender student.
The Australia Scene
So far the developments in the
USA; but what can we say about
Australia’s intelligentsia? Surely,
Australians are too down-to earth
to go in for that kind of confusion,
aren’t they? Well, before the year
2017 is at an end, this author
would prophesy that the identity
button will be a warmly embraced
and common feature at our publicly funded universities. Already
the so-called ‘Safe Schools Pro-
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gram,’ launched under the auspices of the Safe Schools Coalition, with the blessing of the Department of Education, has stirred
up huge controversy regarding
gender issues nationwide here.
The SSCA is a national coalition of
organisations and schools that
promotes awareness of homosexual and transsexual issues. The
SSCA has been designed by La
Trobe University’s Gay and Lesbian Health Victoria (Yup, another
university taking the initiative!) and
is funded by the Federal government for $8 million. The Victorian
government has provided another
$2 million.
The ideological leaning of our
movers and shakers are already
abundantly evident where the
LGBT agenda is concerned. At
my son’s graduation in Adelaide,
avowed champion and active participant of the movement, Senator
Penny Wong, was invited to be the
keynote speaker. Curtin University
(Perth), in commemoration of the
Orlando gay night club massacre,
raised a rainbow flag on one of its
main flagpoles in honour of LGBT
Pride. Support Services Director
Michelle Rogers said the flag was
being raised to “show support for
our LGBTI staff, students, colleagues and the wider community.”
Curtin University has also celebrated Pride in a different number
of ways: a rainbow pedestrian
crossing, a rainbow light installation to be projected onto the stadium after sundown this evening,
and a Pride breakfast with GRAI
and other LGBTQ community
groups at 8am on the morning of
Friday November 21st, 2016.
“Our celebrations here on Bentley campus over today and tomorrow are a small part of our broader
involvement in the Perth community’s ten day Pride festival, of
which Curtin is a major sponsor,”
Rogers said. Also in attendance
were Mr. Ross Weatherby, workplace education and relationship
manager from Pride and Diversity
visiting from Sydney and Graham
Lovelock, co-President of Pride

WA.
Edith Cowan University also
flew the Pride flag to honour the
victims of the Orlando shooting
and to show solidarity with the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community around the
world. It was unfurled in place of
the university’s flag until the end of
the week at its Joondalup, Mount
Lawley and South West campuses.
ECU Vice-Chancellor Steve
Chapman said ECU was committed to maintaining a welcoming
and inclusive learning and working
environment. “Flying the Pride flag
is one way we can signal to the
lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, and/
or intersex community that ECU
stands with them during this difficult time,” he said.

Let us be clear that the Orlando
massacre was a tragic and evil
act, not to be condoned by anybody. However, to put the reaction to the event in perspective, no
outward show of solidarity by any
of these centres of learning has
ever been put out there in support
of the massacre of Christians in
the Sudan region or of mass killings of Rohingya Muslims in
Myanmar, and other similar situations, like the bombing of Christian
churches in Egypt by terrorists.
By contrast, the outpouring of solidarity for the Orlando gay tragedy
was enormous.
Tears flowed as a rainbow flag
– a symbol of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender pride and diversity – floated freely in the heart
of Ballarat on Tuesday morning,
May 17th, 2016. Against the back6

drop of grey skies, the Ballarat
City Council raised a rainbow
flag at Queen Victoria Square for
the first time in history to mar
International Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia.
The Impact For Christians
The greatest female tennis
player of all time, Margaret
Court, gave a serve to ABC
Broadcasting in November this
year. When she was invited on
to the ABC to discuss her new
autobiography she realised
she'd blasphemed against the
new faith of this supposedly impartial broadcasting giant, now in
the hands of the activist Left.
She says she felt maligned by
the ABC for her religious beliefs
and opposition to gay marriage
in interviews to promote her
book. On many previous occasions she has stated her Biblical
view regarding LGBTQ issues,
while also making it clear that
she and her church engage on
an ongoing basis and compassionately with those who have
issues in that realm. The Margaret Court Arena in Melbourne is
a regular target of the LGBTQ
activists in campaigning for the
cause they hold dear.
Proverbs 14:12 declares:
“There is a way that seems
right to a man,
But its end is the way of
death.”
These are God’s words and
they ought to be taken seriously.
He has shown the way that is
right, as spoken by the Prophet
Micah:
“He has shown you, O man,
what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you
But to do justly, To love
mercy,
And to walk humbly with your
God?”
The question is really where
you nail your colours to the
mast. It appears that many of
the leading academic lights, supported by the media and followed meekly by the uninformed
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in the Western world, including
Australia, nail them to the mast of
an anti-Biblical, humanistic worldview, as the overdose of the propaganda and rhetoric put out there is
couched in emotional sentimentalism, rather than in principles. A
considerable concern to this Christian author is that many of the
young ones in Christian circles are
sent to drink from these poisonous
waters of the nation’s universities
as they slake their thirst for learning, specifically in faculties where
the programme is geared towards
moulding a worldview in the context of political correctness, notably
the faculties of social sciences and
education. When it comes to reculturising the nation for God, to
infuse our culture with the princi-

ples laid down by Him who owns
this real estate, it is incumbent on
the nation’s Christian community to
train its next generation to lead the
nation rightly, at all levels of formal
education, be it primary, secondary, or tertiary. There is work to
be done to bring our tertiary students away from the poisoned
chalices, especially those who present worldview modification to suit
the LGBTQ thrust, and enable
them to slake their thirst, in the
spirit of Micah’s words, at the clear
and pure springs.
Is it easy to do? Not in every
instance, for sure, but it is a vision
to be held dear by those who seek
through Christian marriage and
covenantal engagement, in the
words of Malachi 2:15, a godly off-

spring, to carry forth the work of
redeeming the time, because the
days are evil (Ephesians 5:16).
Meanwhile, pray for our students
who work and live in the nation’s
tertiary environment of social sciences and the like, while striving
to let the light of God shine in the
midst of identity obfuscation.
“Do you know who I am?”
The devil works hard and with a
fair measure of success to destabilise the generic order of God’s
universe (-ities).
“Attention, everyone, I have
here at counter 12 a man who
doesn’t know who he is.”

The Pa st for Toda y
Christianity In The Pacific Islands
The drive for overseas missions
came to a head in the 1790s with
the formation of what became
known as the London Missionary
Society. It was a co-operative endeavour by Anglican, Presbyterian
and Congregational evangelicals,
although later the Anglicans
formed the Church Missionary Society (1899) and the LMS became
dominated by Congregationalists.
Interest in the South Seas and was
stimulated by the sensation arising
from Captain William Bligh’s arrival
in England in March 1798 after the
mutiny on the Bounty a year earlier. This had led to him being cast
adrift near Tahiti in a 7 metre boat
with 18 supporters. Bligh managed to reach Timor, over
5,500 km away, charting some
of the Australia coast line as
he did so.
The LMS had decided to
make Tahiti in the Society Islands the base for work in the
Pacific. They relied on Bligh’s
earlier report about conditions
but seem to have been over
optimistic about delivering the
people from their superstitions
and even over the ease of

Rowland S. Ward

learning the language. The religion
of the islands involved various skygods and heroes from whom chiefs
were descended. Chiefs had as
much Divine Right as claimed in
previous centuries by European
rulers. There were also prophets
and in some areas fertility cults
involving prostitutes whose children were killed at birth. The islands had already had visits from
ships or escaped convicts so there
was expectation of some superior
people and perhaps therefore a
superior religion.
The initial effort in 1797 ended
pretty well as a failure. The LMS
thereafter appointed Samuel Mars-
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den, the Colonial Chaplain in
Sydney, as their agent. Marsden
also acted for the Church Missionary Society and later for the
Wesleyan Missionary Society.
Marsden’s reputation in New
Zealand is a very positive because of his important efforts in
evangelisation prior to the largescale arrival of European settlers
from 1840. Today the Methodist
church is strong in Fiji and
Tonga, former strongholds of
cannibalism, and the Congregational Church in Samoa and the
Cook Islands. In Vanuatu the visionary John Williams and a colleague had been killed and eaten
on Erromanga in 1839, not
because of preaching (his
first visit was the previous
day) but because they was
not known and probably
suspected of having to do
with some unscrupulous
sandlewood traders. Distinctive Presbyterian work
began in the New Hebrides
(now Vanuatu) in 1848 with
Rev John Geddie (1815-72)
who came from the Secession Church in Nova Scotia.
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Before Geddie arrived LMS Samoan teachers had been at work
on the island of Aneityum since
1841 preparing the way. Geddie
was a warm evangelical Calvinist
who formed the mission in a

church mould and consistently
delegated responsibility to the converts, the first 13 of whom were
baptized in 1852. Deacons were
ordained in 1855 and elders in
1860 when a large new church
was completed. Polygamous marriages were given up and Geddie
took pains to seek new husbands
for the wives put away. By 1860
most of the 4,000 population of
Aneityum professed conversion
but then a measles epidemic intro-
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duced by sandalwood traders reduced the population by at least a
third.
John Inglis from the Free
Church of Scotland had joined
Geddie in 1852 and others, including John G. Paton (1824-1907)
from the Reformed Presbyterian
Church of Scotland, came. Paton
worked on Tanna from 1859 where
his young wife and child died. Paton became a promoter and fundraiser for the Presbyterian mission
and rooted its work in Australia.
But he was also something of a
British imperialist and his role in
having the natives on Tanna
shelled in retaliation for the murder
of two Europeans affronted Geddie. Geddie suffered a stroke in
1872 and died in Geelong, Victoria
later that year. He was the father
of Presbyterian Missions in the
South Seas. Today about 30% of
the population profess to be Presbyterian.
Our recent 10 day cruise to the
islands brought us on the Lord’s
Day to the small uninhabited island
named by the tour companies as

Rev. John Geddie

Mystery Island. It’s a beautiful
spot and is very near Aneityum
(population 1200). Aneityum was
not on the list of tours but we arranged to travel the short distance to worship in the Geddie
Memorial Church with 80 or 100
of the native people. It was the
highlight of our trip. ‘I believe one
Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints….’

The World in the Ba nner
Child Abuse: Don't Mention
Family Structure
A new report on child abuse and
its causes argues that the
‘elephant in the room’ is family
structure, and that the growth of
child abuse has accompanied a
reduction in marriage and an increase in cohabiting and singleparent families.
The report follows on from an earlier report (released in May 2016)
on child poverty and its link to family structure. This latest report by
welfare commentator and researcher Lindsay Mitchell is entitled “CHILD ABUSE & FAMILY
STRUCTURE: What is the evidence telling us?” and examines
child abuse rates and changes in
family structure from the early
1960s through to current day.
Key conclusions include:
- For the last fifty years, fami-

lies that feature ex-nuptial births,
have one or both parents absent,
large numbers of siblings
(especially from clustered or multiple births) and/or very young
mothers have been consistently
over-represented in the incidence
of child abuse – similar to overseas data.
- Maori and Pacific families
exhibit more of these features and
have appeared disproportionately
in child maltreatment statistics
since earliest data analysis in
1967.
- The risk of abuse for children
whose parent / caregiver had
spent more than 80% of the last
five years on a benefit was 38
times greater than for those with
no benefit history. Most children
included in a benefit appear with a
single parent or caregiver.
- Contrary to the common nar8

rative that men are perpetrators
and women and children are victims, both sexes are responsible
for physically abusing children.
Males are responsible for around
60% of physical abuse findings
and are more likely to sexually
abuse children; females are
more likely to neglect them. Females are also more likely to inflict multiple types of abuse
against children.
- The high rates of single,
step or blended families among
Maori present a much more
compelling reason for disproportionate child abuse incidence
than either colonisation or unemployment, but like non-Maori,
Maori children with two-parent
working families have very low
abuse rates.
- Asian children have disproportionately low rates of child
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abuse. The Asian population has
the lowest proportion of singleparent families.
- The presence of biological
fathers matters. Generally, it protects children from child abuse.
Marriage presents the greatest
likelihood that the father will re-

main part of an intact family.
- Compared to married parents,
cohabiting parents are 4-5 times
more likely to separate by the time
their child is aged 5. Overseas
data also shows a greater likelihood of child abuse in cohabiting
families.
“Children being raised by their
married biological parents are by
far the safest from violence”
The research paper, commissioned by Family First NZ, draws
the conclusion that a reluctance
remains (compared to other overseas jurisdictions) to identify which
families are disproportionately associated with child abuse and
deaths.
“There are certain family structures
in which children will be far more
vulnerable. Suspension of fact is
an abrogation of our collective responsibility to children. In the
same way discussions about child
poverty ignore the elephant in the
room – family structure – so do
analyses of the incidence of child
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abuse.,” says Lindsay Mitchell.
Family First NZ is welcoming the
report and calling on politicians
and policymakers to develop policies which support marriage - including free counselling, incomesplitting, removal of the marriage
tax penalty, tax incentives for sta-

ble marriages – and promoting the
strong formation of families and
preventing the breakdown of families.
“Children being raised by their
married biological parents are by
far the safest from violence – and
so too are the adults,” says Bob
McCoskrie, National Director of
Family First NZ.
“It is the presence of the biological
father that generally, though not
always, protects children. It is marriage that significantly raises the
chances that he will remain on the
scene.”
“Whenever marriage is promoted,
it has often been labelled as an
attack on solo or divorced parents,
and that has kept us from recognising the qualitative benefits of
marriage which have been discovered from decades of research. In
virtually every category that social
science has measured, children
and adults do better when parents
get married and stay married –
provided there is no presence of
9

high conflict or violence. This is
not a criticism of solo parents. It
simply acknowledges the benefits of the institution of marriage.”
“Governments should focus on,
and encourage and support what
works. Our children deserve this
investment in their safety and
protection.”
+ FamilyFirst NZ Media Release 29 November 2016
American Pastor Andrew
Brunson Formally Charged in
Turkey
Greenville, SC, USA, December
21 — Andrew Brunson, a former
[Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church] pastor, graduate of
Erskine Seminary, and son of
longtime Associate Reformed
Presbyterian Church missionaries, has been charged in Turkey
with membership in an armed
terrorist organization and sent to
prison by the officiating judge.
Before being charged* Brunson
had been held without charge in
a detention center in Turkey
since October 7. He was interrogated without notice on December 9 and imprisoned.
When he was originally detained, his activities were considered by the Turkish government
to be “against national security,”
but no other reason was given
for Andrew’s incarceration and
no formal charges had been filed
against him.
As of December 8, he had
been held without charges for 63
days. In more than two months
of detention, Andrew has been
permitted only two U.S. consular
visits.
The U.S. State Department,
Senate Committee on Foreign
Relations and other U.S. government officials have been working
with leaders of the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church, Brunson’s
current church, to gain Brunson’s
release. Leaders in the Associate Reformed Presbyterian
Church have also sought to be of
assistance during this time.
Brunson was raised as mem-
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ber of the Associate Reformed
Presbyterian Church and was employed as a pastor of the ARP
church, in Turkey, from 1993-2010.
He now works as a pastor of the
Evangelical Presbyterian Church.
At the time of his detention, the
Brunsons had been trying for five
months to renew their resident visas but had not received any response.
The Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church joins the Evangelical Presbyterian Church in the firm
belief that Andrew Brunson’s detention is unfounded. The
Brunsons have absolutely no connection to any armed terrorist organization in the country where he
has lived peacefully for twentythree years and where they raised
their three children.
Update: For more information
and for an opportunity to participate in an online petition seeking
Rev. Brunson’s release, please
visit: www.aclj.org.
+ Rev. C. Ronald Beard, Principal
Clerk, the Associate Reformed
Presbyterian Church
Cape Town Declaration on marriage signals start of a global
fight back
A global movement to preserve
and reclaim the definition of marriage was launched in Cape Town,
South Africa, yesterday. The Australian Christian Lobby (ACL) was
pleased to join with dozens of leaders from pro-family groups from
throughout the world in signing
the Cape Town Declaration.
“With just 23 of 190 United Nations member countries having redefined marriage in law, the new
global marriage movement is determined to prevent further slippage and to win marriage back
where it has been lost,” ACL Managing Director Lyle Shelton
said. “It is exciting to be part of a
global movement which is not giving up on the truth about what marriage is.”
Mr Shelton said a common
theme at the event, organised by
the newly formed International Or-
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ganization for the Family (IOF),
was pressure from governments to
change toilet and shower policies
at schools to allow boys to use
girls’ facilities and vice versa.
“‘Safe Schools’-style gender
fluid agendas are what have
quickly come next in countries
where the law on marriage has
changed," he said.
“In Africa, where only South Africa has redefined marriage, delegates told us of rich countries like
the United States threatening to
withdraw aid money if they do not
implement the political agenda of
LGBTIQ activists.”
Mr Shelton said the minority
countries which had lost marriage
were inspired by Australia’s fight to
preserve it.
The Cape Town Declaration
affirms that marriage between one
man and one woman is the
“bedrock of civil society” and that it
is at the “heart of any just social
order,” he said.
Signatories pledge to “not falter
or flag until the truth about marriage is embraced in our laws and
honoured in our lands”.
Members of the public are invited
to sign the Cape Town Declaration
online.
+ ACL, 11 December 2016
Minimal Interest for Same-Sex
‘Marriage’
Three years on from the definition
of marriage being
changed, statistics show that the
demand has been insignificant,
and has had to be boosted by
overseas couples which represent
almost half of all same-sex
‘marriages’ during this period.
There have been 58,540 traditional marriages of NZ residents
during a three-year period since
the law was changed 1. Same-sex
marriages during that time for
NZ’ers were 1,422 representing
just over 2% of total marriages –
despite claims of a huge demand
for same-sex marriage. (Ed. Don’t
forget that this figure includes the
many who were said to have
waited many years for this
10

‘fundamental human right’).
During the same three-year
period, there were 1,260 ‘tourist’
same-sex ceremonies (47% of
total same-sex weddings in NZ)
and 7,437 ‘tourist’ marriages
(only 11% of total opposite-sex
marriages.)
““Supporters of redefining
marriage have had to rely on
‘marriage tourism’ to justify the
change. The demand for samesex marriage has been underwhelming. The time, energy and
cost of political resources around
redefining marriage simply weren’t warranted or legitimate. Politicians should be focusing on the
real needs of homelessness,
education standards, crime reduction, and health resources for
all,” says Bob McCoskrie, National Director of Family First NZ.
“Marriage ‘equality’ was never
about equality because there are
people who are still not able to
marry. The politicians simply inserted a lie into the law. However, there are now pushes for
extending the definition of marriage to allow for polygamy and
group marriage. Redefining marriage was about deconstructing
and weakening the meaning and
purpose of marriage from its role
as a specific culturally and historically bound institution – as so
aptly put by Greens co-leader
Metiria Turei.”
“In 2004, the government introduced Civil Unions and
changed over 150 pieces of legislation to provide legal recognition and protection for other
forms of relationships. The State
should not have presumed to reengineer a natural human institution,” says Mr McCoskrie.
+ FamilyFirst NZ, Media Release
2 Dec 2016
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Film in the Ba nner
Too Edgy for Little-Teens
It felt awkward sitting in a cinema
crowded with young teenagers
watching The Edge of Seventeen
(2016), the latest coming-of-age
teenage comedy-drama, as the
crudeness and at times overly raunchy dialogue is definitely disconcerting. Yet for its attempt to be hip
-and-edgy with its content, it is evident that first-time-director Kelly
Fremon Craig is cautious in the way
in which she approaches film making. Flashbacks start
the film introducing Nadine Franklin (Hailee
Steinfeld), a misfit girl
with only one real friend,
and who’s had to deal
with the death of her
father while never getting along with her
mother or brother. Yet
unlike her breakout role
on True Grit (2010),
here Steinfeld plays
someone who deserves
very little sympathy, as
conflict arises when her
only friend Krista (Haley
Lu Richardson, pictured
right) falls in love with
her brother. This is the film’s major
point, as her attitude is the cause of
most of her problems and she often
feels that she has been dealt a bad
hand from God, without realising all
the opportunities she is given. In
this way Nadine plays an unreal
character in a real world: ‘I hate my
brother, only because he is so

Andrew Wibe Bajema

handsome and popular!’ says the
girl with the Hollywood-good-looks.
Nadine turns to Mr Bruner
(Woody Harrelson), her sarcastic
witty teacher, and he attempts to
put her angst into perspective in
some of Edge’s better scenes. In
this the film touches upon the need
for male role models and aspects of
both male and female nature, as
Nadine doesn’t realise what guys
are like, or the types of guys she

should romantically concern herself
with. The film is a balancing act of
light-hearted comedy against real
drama, but it never fully succeeds
in either. Things take a serious turn
for the worst as Nadine’s selfcentredness and inability to listen to
obvious advice comes to (almost)
dire consequences, which adds to

the film a slight critique of today’s
overly sexualised culture. In this,
The Edge of Seventeen does
manage to exceed the sex-cult
tradition of teen films (such as
American Pie, 1999) in its purposeful use of the profane to offer
a warning against unfiltered sexuality.
While the film manages to offer
glaring insight into today’s secular
youth culture and its implications,
it doesn’t go far
enough in its critique and still revels in the lewd
style to the point
where its ‘humour’
is hard to stomach, and brings up
the thought, ‘is
this really what
kids find funny
nowadays?’ or is it
Hollywood’s attempt at keeping
up with the
younger crowd?
Either way, it is
sad as it reveals
that standards
have changed so much in contemporary society that teenage
films have an easier time being
indecent than calling out an indecent culture.

Please note your subscription renewal for 2017 is due
Due to p ostag e inc rea ses the p ric es a re now $35 p er a nnum w ithin a b ulk ord er (5 or more),
$40 p er a nnum for a n ind ivid ua l sub sc ription w ithin Austra lia ,
a nd $AU50 for ind ivid ua l oversea s sub sc riptions.
Dona tions a re a lso gla d ly rec eived to ena ble ma iling to theologic al c olleg es a nd lib ra ries.
Please send your subs in as soon as possible
If you send it via our Ba nk Ac c ount plea se p ut your na me w ith the d ep osit.
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Children under the Banner — Da niel 1
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Prescribed Sea rch Work
JANUARY 2017
Senior Section 12 years and over; Intermediate 10—11 years; Junior 9 years and under
SENIOR AND INTERMEDIATE (Intermediate omit questions 7 & 8)
1 SAMUEL chapter 1
1. What did Hannah do in the bitterness of her soul, and what did she vow? (2 verses)
2. What was her reaction when Eli said, “Go in peace”?
3. Why did Hannah call her son Samuel?
What did Hannah say to Eli when she brought Samuel to the house of God? (3 verses)
Chapter 2
5. In Hannah’s song what did she say that the Lord does for the poor and for the beggar?
6. How are the sons of Eli described?
7. What did the man of God tell Eli the Lord would do to those who honour him, and those who despise
him?
8. What did the Lord say about the faithful priest that he would raise up?

JUNIOR
MARK chapter 1
1. What happened after Jesus was baptized, and the heavens parted? (2 verses)
2. What did Jesus say to Simon and Andrew, and what did they do immediately? (2 verses)
3. How did Jesus heal Simon’s wife’s mother?
4. What did the leper say when he came to Jesus, and how did Jesus heal him? (3 verses)

FEBRUARY 2017
SENIOR AND INTERMEDIATE (Intermediate omit questions 7 & 8)
1 SAMUEL chapter 3
1. What did Eli tell Samuel to say if the Lord called him again (the fourth time)?
2. What was Eli’s answer when Samuel told him all that the Lord had said to him?
Chapter 4
3. Why did the elders of Israel decide to bring the ark of the covenant out of Shiloh?
4. What was the result of the battle against the Philistines? (2 verses)
5. What happened to Eli when he was told that the ark of God was captured?
6. Why did Phinehas’ wife call her son Ichabod?
Chapter 5
7. What had happened on the two consecutive mornings after the ark of God was brought into the house of
Dagon? (2 verses)
8. Why did the lords of the Philistines eventually decide to send the ark away to its own place?

JUNIOR
MARK chapter 2
1. What did the men do to the roof of the house in order to bring
the paralytic to Jesus?
2. What did Levi the son of Alphaeus do when Jesus said, “Follow
me”?
3. Which people did Jesus say need a physician?
4. Who was the Sabbath made for, and who is Lord of the Sabbath? (2 verses)
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Please send the answers to:
Mrs I Steel
PO Box 942
Epping NSW 1710
The questions for the whole year
are available from the above postal
address or by email at:
iesteel@gmail.com
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Books in the Ba nner
Can We Talk About Islam?
Tony Payne has done a commendable job of both informing and challenging us regarding Islam. He
does this by not only dealing directly with Islam itself, but helping
us to understand the secular worldview that has distorted how the
western world sees Islam. It is this
worldview that constantly confronts
us in the main stream media. It is a
worldview which fails to take the
Islamic faith at its word, instead
twisting it into a religion very different to the actuality. You will see
this view openly advocated by
world leaders. And when anyone
would suggest otherwise, watch

Son Of Hamas

By Tony Payne, Brief Books, Matthias Media
how quickly
and ruthlessly
they are taken
down by the
forces that be!
In the manner
of Francis
Schaeffer,
whom he
openly acknowledges,
Payne gives
helpful clarity
on seeing Islam for what it is and why it has become so strident of late. His opening chapter brings out the present

dilemma regarding Islam. In chapter 2 he develops this further by
looking at why this is a no-go area
for secular humanists, and in
chapters 3 and 4 he turns to correctly understanding Islam and
how we can talk about it. He concludes with specific words to
Christians and Muslims which
elucidate the fundamental difference between these two faiths.
This is an easy read and is
quickly covered, but it remains a
handy booklet to share with other
Christians and even with a Muslim neighbour or friend.
Reviewed by Sjirk Bajema

by Mosab Hassan Yousef with Ron Brackin , Tyndale Momentum, 2011

Sean Hannity, the American television host and commentator, said of
this book, “A fascinating book. I
couldn’t put it down.” And, indeed, I
couldn’t put it down. It was as gripping as any of my favoured authors
in their novels.
But this is no work of fiction. Oh,
there are those who claim it is full of
falsehoods. But that is generally
because they are set
against the underlying
philosophy in the book.
As my son found out
when looking up reviews
on a book about Mormonism I recently
bought. Because all
those negative reviews
were from Mormons!
Likewise, many who
have criticised the account of Mosab Hassan
Yousef do not do that
from any actual factual
basis. If anything, the
facts back up what is recorded in
this book. He certainly wouldn’t
have been entitled to refugee status
in the United States if that were not
so.
And that makes it even more
stranger. You see, here is a young
man who comes to faith in Jesus

Christ in the midst of so much hatred and despair. Now, this does
not mean the book is largely about
his coming to faith. In fact, the
book is primarily about Mosab being a son of Hamas – thus one
raised within a particularly extremist
Muslim world and life view, one
whose father was one of the seven
founders of Hamas, a well-known
Muslim terrorist organisation.
It is clear there are loving and moderate people in the Muslim faith.
However, what comes
out here is that the end
result of consistently
teaching the Quran can
only result in warfare
against any who are not
Muslim. Those who are
peace loving Muslims
are not regarded as
faithful Muslims. Mosab
comes to see that in
what he is taught about the Israelis
and the Jews in general. When he
actually interacts with the Jews and
others, they are not anything like
what he has been brought up to
believe they are. Through a time of
imprisonment it comes about that
he takes up the offer of being an
14

informant for Shin Bet, the Israeli
version of the FBI. It is clear the
Israelis take the threat from the
Palestinian territories very seriously and so they have an extensive intelligence information network in place. His work for them
results in the saving of many lives
on both sides.
But he is not at peace. He
comes into contact with Christians
and becomes involved in a Bible
Study. He is impressed with who
Jesus was and what he said and
did. It contrasts sharply against
what he has been brought up in.
And it is only when he submits his
life to Christ that he finds joy and
peace.
This was also a book, though,
that left me with concerns. I was
saddened that he did not seem to
be able to find a faithful church
which was committed to following
Christ. There seemed to be a hint
of a wanderlust in his spiritual
journey. But then, I sense that
says as much about what Mosab
is going through, and will continue
to go through. Let us pray that
the Lord may place helpful and
mature believers on his way.
Reviewed by Sjirk Bajema
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Churches in the Ba nner
Narre Warren
On the 27th of November, 2016, we
had the public profession of their
faith by Mitchell Buck and
, together with
’s baptism..
Mitchell is well-known to us as one

who has grown
up amongst the
Lord’s people
here.
is
one who has
come to the
faith from a
nominal Roman
Catholic and
Muslim background, coming to Australia as a
young child with his family as refugees from Kosovo. He has been
attending our afternoon worship services. We rejoice that the Lord has

brought them to this point in their
lives and very much seek his blessing on their walk with him.
We are also encouraged by a
number of young families that have
become a committed part of our
congregation. Our Sunday School
classes have doubled and so we
look forward with renewed enthusiasm to this new year of our Lord.
One of our members, Andrew
Wibe Bajema, is into his second of
study in a Master of Divinity with the
Melbourne School of Theology. He
has been encouraged through what
he has studied and
been involved with
so far to seek to become a student for
the ministry within
our churches.

Mrs Betty Webster
Betty Webster, formerly of Geelong and more recently of Perth,
WA, passed away on New Year's
Day after some months decline
following a stroke in June. Betty
was 90 years of age and wife for
65 years of J. R. Bruce Webster,
elder at Geelong 1973-2010.
Bruce still misses the PCEA but

profits from and enjoys the
fellowship of the large Westminster Presbyterian Church
near his place of residence.
Bruce is one of the children of
much-loved PCEA minister J.
Alex Webster (1895-1987),
whose three sons served as
PCEA elders.

Church Fa mily Ca mp
Last month's camp in Sydney was a
great camp; and if you didn’t go
then you missed a great time, not
only good teaching and opportunities for discussion, but the blessing
that comes from the very important
fellowship that is such an integral
part of camps.
This was our biennial Family
Camp, and these have been running since church-wide camps were
reintroduced in Taree in 1988. It
was held from 3rd to 6th January
2017 at Elanora Conference Centre,
on the north side of Sydney, which
although close to the city, is surrounded by bush and great for exploring. About 70 attended from
PCEA congregations from Tasmania to Queensland, as well as some

from other churches and there was
a most encouraging number of children and young adults attending,
especially in the 15-30 age group.
A great portent for the future!
In recent years, speakers have
alternated between a PCEA minister and an outside speaker, and this
year’s speaker was Rev. Graeme
Hart, minister of McKinnon Reformed Presbyterian Church
(Melbourne), who was accompanied
by his wife Alison and their children,
Caleb, Lachlan, Jasmine and MiaMaree. Graeme had surgery a few
weeks before the camp and his efforts to fulfil his commitment although recuperating, were commendable.
Graeme Hart clearly had put a lot
15

of thought into his addresses and
in preparing the questions for discussion and this was evident in
their delivery. He gave four talks
on the book of Genesis – What it
teaches about Creation, about
gender, about marriage and about
the rainbow. Questions in the discussion groups included how we
deal with de facto relationships, or
converts who have had sexchange surgery, or the Bible’s
teaching on the rainbow compared to today’s use in the LGBTI
community. The focus in all these
was on how the Gospel brings
restoration and redirection.
Mornings at the camp began
with a time of prayer for the
church, our society and the mis-

The Presbyterian Banner

sions we support and Tom Reeve
led this most capably. Psalm singing at the camps is always of a high
standard and this year was no exception, with the sessions well led
by Julie Schmidt. The youngsters
had their own groups and were
taught by Mandy Kerridge, Sandra
Southwell, Sharon Hickey, Ian
Conley, Andrew, Ian and Shaun
Hamilton and Marten and Alex Hilberts.
It was good to have several ministers attending this year. As well
as the speaker, Revs. George Ball,
David Kerridge, Robin Tso and
Rowland Ward plus student Duncan Hickey were resident and Rev.
Dennis Muldoon was a day visitor.
The first 6 of these were at the Q &
A session and were asked some
challenging questions, with topics
ranging from – How can we see
revival in the PCEA? How can we
help people struggling with homosexual tendencies? Is the punishment of hell forever? What is wrong
with the media statements that two
individuals can marry regardless of
gender? What does it mean to examine ourselves according to the
Bible?
Books recommended by panelists during this session included:
'What the Bible Teaches on
Heaven and Hell' by Edward Donnelly.
‘Is God Anti-gay?’ by Sam Allberry.
‘What the Bible teaches about
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Homosexuality’ by Kevin De
Young.
‘The Secret Thoughts of an
Unlikely Convert’ by Rosaria
Butterfield.
The panelists all acquitted themselves well and we trust the opening up of topics that are often not
openly discussed in church circles,
was a help to all seeking to understand these issues.
Missions evening on the Thursday was a highlight with a presen-

The Hart Family

tation by some who had been on
the Mission Awareness Visit to India, with one couple also having
visited Mukti. They came to the
camp straight from India, and the
young people gave a clear, comprehensive account of the their visit
to the Presbyterian Free Church of
Central India and Mukti Mission
and the blessings and needs there.
Thank you to Stewart Carswell
(Brisbane) convener of Synod
Youth and Fellowship Committee
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who did so much of the preparing
and leading the camp and to his
wife Christina for arranging the
camp concert. Also to those who
organised the sports activities
and Tom Reeve and Ian Conley
who led the fit and energetic on a
bush walk. It is encouraging to
see the commitment of ministers,
elders and members willing to
use their annual leave to help run
the camp, just as elders also use
their annual leave to attend
Synod.
Thank you for your prayers for
the camp and pray that great
blessing will follow in the lives of
all who attended and flow through
to their congregations. Pray that
all will be better equipped to
serve Christ in a world increasingly hostile to the Gospel.
Photographs are on the PCEA
website www.pcea.org.au and the
talks were recorded and are also
on the websites for the PCEA and
Hunter Barrington congregation
(hbpcea.org.au). A low cost
youth camp is being organised at
Northern Rivers (Maclean, NSW)
for Easter and possibly at another
time on the Hunter.
Anna Ward
More photos will follow in the
March issue...

