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A FOOLISH FAILURE
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The Rev. George Ball continues his studies on “Ministry Matters,”
and deals with 2 Corinthians 11:16-33.
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The story is told of Joseph Parker who occupied the pulpit of the City Temple in London (when Spurgeon was in the Metropolitan Tabernacle). One day when Parker was
climbing the steps to his pulpit, a lady in the gallery threw a piece of paper at him. He
picked it up and read it. It contained only one word: “Fool!” Parker began his sermon
with these words: “I have received many anonymous letters in my life. Previously they
have been a text without a signature. Today for the first time I have received a signature without a text!” It was a clever and effective response.
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In these verses Paul makes a clever and effective response to the criticisms levelled
against him by the “intruders” who had weaseled their way into Corinth whom Paul
dubbed false teachers, deceitful workers and super apostles. These people were proud
and self - confident, and boasted of their wisdom, authority and power. They parodied
Paul as a fool, they said his bodily presence was weak and his speech contemptible
(10:10). They said he was nothing much to look at or to listen to. They said he was a
weak preacher (full of fear and trembling); a weak leader (lacked boldness) preached a
weak message (Christ crucified) to a weak people (the working class). In short he was
a weak and foolish failure.
How does Paul respond? If he said nothing, he was in danger of losing the confidence
of the entire church, but if he set forth his credentials in the same way that his opponents did, he would be guilty of the same repulsive boasting. Instead he devises a way
– let us call it inverted boasting – whereby he boasts not about his achievements or his
successes or his results or the number of his converts but his weaknesses and his sufferings. He begs the forbearance of his readers while he engages in a little “boasting”.
This inverted boasting is the practical expression of John the Baptist’s principle, “He
must increase, I must decrease.”
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He readily admits that his leadership style has been “weak” and his disposition too mild
compared to the style of his critics. Unlike them he was not guilty of manipulation, exploitation, abuse or harshness! (vs. 20). He was not power hungry or a bully or a
predator. These false teachers were acting like dictatorial autocrats pushing people
around. These are some of the characteristics of false teaching, seen in many contemporary cults. The Bible contains clear warnings about the use and abuse of power.
In the Old Testament we read about Uzziah, king of Judah, that “he was greatly helped
until he became powerful. But after Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his
downfall.” (2 Chron. 26:15-16). In the New Testament the Lord Jesus warned his disciples against exercising the “authority” and “lordship” that characterise leadership in the
secular community. “Not so with you,” he declared, for humility and service mark Christian leadership. (Mark 10:42ff). The apostle Peter echoes this teaching when he urged
the elders to shepherd God’s flock, “not for dishonest gain, but eager to serve, not lord-

ing it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to
the flock”. (1 Peter 5:2-3). Paul’s ministry was characterised by Christlikeness, humility and sacrifice. If his enemies wish to accuse him of being weak and lacking aggression let the reader decide which is the most Christ
like model. Hudson Taylor affirmed in the nineteenth
century that, “all God’s giants have been weak people”.
What kind of leader am I?
His Pedigree is Nothing to Boast About. (vs. 22).
“Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So
am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I?” Obviously the critics boasted of their Jewish pedigree and by
implication their “Jewish” message. However, Paul could
if he wished, outstrip them on every point. What he thinks
of these natural qualities when it comes to commending a
person to God is expressed in Philippians 3: 7-8; “But
what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss
for Christ. But indeed I also count all things loss for the
excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count
them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.”

His opponents would see all these “boasts” as signs of
weakness, even stupidity: what kind of accident prone
fellow is this? He’s a kind of Mr. Bean who seems to invite trouble wherever he goes. But Paul is determined that
if he will boast it will be about the things that display his
weakness. And then as a kind of postscript he adds, if
you really want to know the kind of fellow I am – “I’m a
coward, that is what I am! When they tried to arrest me in
Damascus I was first over the wall!” It was a humiliating
exit. Paul does not paint himself as some kind of heroic
superman figure, but as a real man with real fears who
didn’t hold his life dear and was willing to suffer for
Christ’s sake for the furtherance of the gospel.
As we conclude let’s note some of the lessons from this
passage which should challenge and change us.

Paul says, “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord” and, “If I
must boast, I will boast in the things which concern my
weakness.” Could we make that our rule of thumb too?
Christians of all people should be immunised against
boasting. Elsewhere Paul states, “What do you have that
you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you
boast as though you did not?” It’s incongruous for a Christian to boast
“It’s incongruous for a
His Curriculum Vitae is a List of
Christian to boast about any about any achievement, or gift or skill or
Losses and Crosses. (vs. 23-28).
achievement, or gift or skill position. Yet we often hear people
(Christians?) boast about their children,
or position. Yet we often
Instead of recording his victories and
their family pedigree, their social pedihear people (Christians?)
achievements the apostle lists a catagree, their educational pedigree, their
boast about their children,
logue of weaknesses, losses and dechurch pedigree, their doctrinal pedifeats. The list speaks for itself. Reading their family pedigree, their
gree etc. These things should not be!
it through makes its own impact.
social pedigree, their educa- When it occurs it’s a sure sign that that
*He was frequently imprisoned
tional pedigree, their church person has not grasped the concept of
*He was severely flogged
grace in the gospel of grace; has not
pedigree, their doctrinal
*He was exposed to death again and
understood that the old man has been
pedigree etc. These things
again
crucified with Christ. We gotta know
should not be. ”
*He received 195 lashes from the Jews
these things if we’re gonna grow.
alone
*He was beaten 3 times with rods
God has no sons without suffering (and only one son with*He was stoned
out sin). The Bible teaches that we must endure the suf*He was shipwrecked 3 times
ferings and groanings of this life that we might know and
*He spent a night and a day in the open sea
grow in our knowledge of God. There is a brand of Chris*He was constantly on the move
tianity (which is not Christianity), which was apparently in
*He was in danger from rivers
Corinth and continues to exist in our day, which would
*He was in danger from bandits
have us believe that if you have pain or suffering then
*He was in danger from his own countrymen
your faith is defective. Clearly if this is the case then the
*He was in danger from the Gentiles
apostle’s faith was defective!
*He was in danger in the city
Paul’s love and steadfastness to Christ throughout his life
*He was in danger in the country
must surely challenge us. General William Booth was
*He was in danger at sea
once asked the secret of his strength. He revealed how
*He was in danger from false brethren
as a boy, he had knelt at a bare table in the schoolroom of
*He experienced hunger, thirst, cold and exposure
Nottingham’s Broad Street Chapel and vowed that, “God
*He was a fool for Christ’s sake
should have all there was of William Booth.” Years after
*He was made homeless
his daughter added something to that answer: “That was*He was cursed
n’t really his secret – his secret was that he never took it
*He was persecuted
back.”
*He was slandered
*He had deep concern for ALL the churches.

Are you willing to be considered a fool for Christ’s sake?

THE MOMENT OF DECISION.
“Jesus looks us in the eye, and though he uses ten million different sets of circumstances to utter it, the
words are always the same - Follow Me…..When those words sound in our hearts ... there are only two paths
to take - forward into a life with him, or to turn your back and walk away.”
- M.Philipps, A Rose Remembered, p.164
March, 2008

Page 2

BLOGGING ABOUT...
FIGHTING THE FIGHT OF FAITH
It’s 1934, and overseas, the outlook is grim. It’s reported
that the Evangelical ministers of Germany are passing
through great trials. We read: “The dictatorial conditions
laid down by Dr. Muller, who threatens with violence all
whose conscience' will not allow them to remain quiet at
the condition of things, imperils the very existence of the
Church. There are about 6000 ministers in revolt. These
accuse Dr. Muller of causing strife in stead of creating
peace and of advocating ideas which threaten the Biblical
foundations of the Church. They hold by the Augsburg
Confession, which lays it down that when Bishops act
against the Gospel they should not be obeyed. Their
claim is that they must follow God rather than man.” What
does the Free Presbyterian Church have to say? Here it
is from the Editor of “Our Banner” [May, 1934]
“Today the Christian Church in Australia is engaged in a
terrific fight for the Faith. It is a fight for the Word God
and all that time believers hold dear. It is a fight as to
whether the Scriptures are the supreme standard of faith
and morals or whether conscience is to be the final court
of Appeal. Conscience, John Knox once told Queen
Mary, needs instruction. In some cases we fear it needs
a good deal of instruction. Conscience can be made as
elastic and accommodating as an unscrupulous person
wishes to make it.
We wish it to be known that our church stands solidly behind the Word of God as the only infallible rule of faith
and conduct and we have no room within our borders for
a man who disbelieves in the Deity or Divinity of the Lord
Jesus, or denies any of the fundamental doctrines of the
Christian Faith. When we come to the doctrine, worship,
government and practice of the Christian Church it is not
a matter of what man thinks is right, or would like to be
right, but what God says is right.

mable blessings of a Redeemer's love with His rights and
prerogative shall pass unsullied to generations yet unborn.”
Its 2008. The outlook everywhere is still grim. Islam is on
the march, the church is weak, and Christians are persecuted in many places. But Our God is still the same, what
we preach is still the same, and the rousing call is still
the same.

COUNSELLING AND COUNSELLORS
Today there’s a great deal of interest in “Counselling”
which is simply the technical word for giving guidance
and advice to people. All sorts of clinics and centres have
sprung up specializing in one subject or another. Another
title they go under is “Consultants”. It’s a little bit more
upmarket than Counselling! And then you have all the
“experts” coming on TV to give their view of everything
from the benefits of disposable nappies, to the dire consequences of Global Warming. Indeed, before you even
start the day we feel quite inadequate and wonder how
the human race has ever survived for the past few thousand years.
In a way this is really surprising because this is the era of
education, freedom and liberty when everyone knows
everything and nothing is regarded as unnatural or
wrong. How many times have we been told that if all restrictions are done away with and people are allowed to
act naturally, then all our problems and difficulties will
disappear. It’s rules and restrictions that restrict life and
stunt personality growth. From what we’re told about laws
and restrictions you would expect counselling and counsellors to be getting less, not more!
And yet, it’s just at this time when there’s never been so
much liberty and license that people are running into so
many difficulties and problems in coping with life and
even coping with everyday things. And it just goes to
show that this liberty and freedom from Authority and
rules and especially from God’s Authority and Rules laid
down in the Bible is not the cure all that its made out to
be. People are despising the Law of the Lord and ending
up with more problems than ever showing the truth of the
words of Galatians 6:7: “Be not deceived: God is not
mocked; for whatever a man sows, that shall he also
reap.”

We believe in the principle of honesty and hold a man to
his ordination vow. If a man swears to maintain certain
principles, we expect him to uphold those principles, and
should it be that at time he finds himself out of harmony
with those principles should be honest enough to resign.
It is not too much to say that at the present time the elementary principle of common honesty is imperilled by the
Jesuitism and modernism that has crept into the Christian Where should we go for Counsel and who is the best
Counsellor? Who should we go to ourselves and direct
Church.
others to go to for guidance and help? The Bible leaves
us in no doubt about who the best Counsellor is! It’s the
This is a day when the broad Christian and Scriptural
principles for which the Free Presbyterian Church stands Lord Jesus, the child who has been born, this son who
has been given, and who bears the name, among others,
should be heralded on every side. Woe betide the man
who knowing these things in the day of adversity refuses of “Wonderful Counsellor.” [Isaiah 9:6] How does Jesus
counsel us? He counsels us by His Word and Spirit. In
to come to the help of the Lord against the mighty. It is
the Bible we find the objective revelation of His will for us,
more and more borne in upon us that this is the day of
our opportunity, and if we fail to seize it we deserve to go and the directions to follow, and through the Work of His
Spirit, he guides us. As we seek to know more of the
down into the shades of oblivion.
Scriptures, we’re exposed to all those principles, and all
that practical wisdom, that’s laid up there for us. If only
Men and women of the Free Presbyterian Church, we
we and others took more seriously, for example, the
appeal to you to gird on your armour and stand for the
Book of Proverbs, we could do without a lot of counselimperishable and unalterable truths of the Gospel, and
lors today!
having done all to stand, and so to stand that the inestiMarch, 2008
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AMAZIAH - A CASE STUDY IN SYNCRETISM
Background Reading: 2 Chronicles 25
Amaziah was king over Judah from 796 until 767 BC. He
started out well subjecting himself to the law of God, and
submitting himself to the Word of God, even though that
submission was difficult, demanding and dangerous. He
followed the Lord and did it wholeheartedly. But then
came his “turn around” - and we soon find the cause of
his downfall - His Syncretism in the Worship of God.
I use the word “Syncretism” deliberately because it’s a
word we ought to know. It means trying to join two different things together. Just as we have the word “synthesis”
- the actual joining of two things together, and
“syncromesh” in our gearboxes, enabling us to go easily
from one gear to another, so we have syncretism - the
attempt to join two different viewpoints together. And religious syncretism is rife about us today. People are trying
to join together Christian and Aboriginal religion; Christianity and Islam; but most important, but less well know,
Humanism and Christianity. The practice isn’t new. It
happened in Israel and it happened in Amaziah’s life.
Its Development.
How did this Syncretistic worship come about? It started
in his victory over the Edomites. Verse 14 tells us that
when he came back from slaughtering the Edomites “he
brought back the gods from the people of Seir.” Sometimes success isn’t always a good thing! It can minister to
all kinds of temptations. We have no way of knowing
what provoked Amaziah to take a fancy to these gods.
But he did. And worse was to follow. He “set them up as

Its Foolishness.
Amaziah was left in no doubt as to the foolishness of
such worship! It was deeply dishonouring to God, and
absolutely foolish as well. And God said so: “Why do you
consult this people’s gods, which could not save their
own people from your hand.” Even on a practical level,
the foolishness of worshipping these gods was apparent.
Who had given him the victory over the Edomites? It certainly wasn’t these gods! They couldn’t deliver the
Edomites. So what made him think they could help him!
And surely that must be a clinching argument against
syncretism. If these other religions haven’t been able to
save their devotees, why should we pay any attention to
them. Pure Christianity, despite whatever its detractors
may say, has proved itself over thousands of years. It
has been able to bring salvation, love, joy and peace into
the lives of people and nations. Other religions do not
have the track record that the Christian Faith has. Unfortunately, though, people have taken that pure and undefiled faith and have tried to join it with other religions and
have produced a caricature of Christianity, not only lacking in power, but also in fruit. And no group, or Christian,
has been entirely free of this practice. Sanctification is an
ongoing process for us all.
Its Lesson.
Because we don’t have idols as such today doesn't mean
we don't have this synthetic religion about us. Whenever
we introduce pagan thought and pagan ways into our

“Throughout the history of the Christian Church one of the greatest dangers, if not the greatest
danger threatening it, has been the idea that there are high and noble forms of non - Christian
thought that stand ready to join a common expedition against secularism and materialism.” - Cornelius Van Til, Christianity in Conflict, Volume 1, p27
his own gods, bowed down to them and burned sacrifices to them.” It would have been one thing to bring
them back as the spoils of war or collector’s items. But
Amaziah actually set them up and worshipped them.
And here’s his syncretism: Trying to join together the
worship of the God of Israel and the worship of these
foreign gods. Later on, after Israel was carried into captivity, the people who were brought into Samaria tried to
do the same thing. They tried to join together the worship
of the Lord, and the worship of their own gods. And the
net result was this: “They worshipped the Lord, but they
also served their own gods in accordance with the customs of the nations from which they had been
brought.” [2 Kings 17:33] “Even while these people were
worshipping the Lord they were serving their
idols.” [17:41] But this hybrid worship was unacceptable
worship. God’s Word makes this comment: “They neither
worship the Lord nor adhere to the decrees and ordinances, the laws and the commands that the Lord gave
the descendants of Jacob.” [17:34] Syncretism destroys
the true worship of God. It’s the attempt to join together
two totally different things: The worship and service of
the Creator, and the worship and service of the creature
- and it fails miserably.
March, 2008

lives we are doing exactly what Amaziah was doing. We
see it in Christian participation in smoking ceremonies, in
the World Council of Churches, and now in the conversations between Christians and Muslims.
But there are more subtle forms of it going on all about
us: The persistence of pagan or Greek thinking in Christian Theology; humanistic attitudes intruding into Christian living; self centred Christian Worship, and double
allegiances in life. The worship of the gods of sport,
money, sex, and leisure have had a disastrous effect on
Christian life, work and witness. Sport has destroyed the
Lord's Day; Money has corrupted the Church; Sex has
muted the Church’s testimony, making it look like a
bunch of hypocrites, and the search for Leisure has left
the cause of God languishing.
The words of John are just as relevant today as they
were 2000 years ago: “Little children, keep yourselves
from idols.” If we want to serve the Lord wholeheartedly
we have to keep ourselves from syncretism the attempt
to join the worship of God with something alien to its
whole life. And that means sticking as close as we can to
the Word of God.
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pinnacle than that set forth a little later in the declaration "I
believe that thou are the Christ, the son of God, which
should come into the world." Christ requires nothing more
of His people than that. Believing that, mountains of diffiTHE HOME IN BETHANY
“Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. culties are removed. Believing that, untold hardships are
endured: "And what shall I more say? for the time would
John 11: 5.
[A sermon by the late I.L. Graham, who ministered in the fail me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak and of Samson who
through faith subdued kingdoms, etc. Sec Heb. xi.
Hamilton Congregation for the whole of his Ministry. It’s
taken from The Australian Free Presbyterian, August,
We note still further concerning the members of this home
1923.]
in Bethany that they sat at the Saviour's feet and heard
Martha, Mary, Lazarus, all loved by the Lord Jesus. It
His word. We know that Mary sat there and it would seem
would appear that they constituted the whole home circle. that Martha, although on one occasion she was cumbered
Happy the home where all the members are loved by the about much serving, did so too, for Luke tells us that "she
Lord Jesus. In so many homes there is not even one so
had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet,
loved. The love of Jesus for these three was very great.
and heard His word." The word "also" seems to suggest
Several times in this chapter His love for Lazarus is spo- that Martha was in the habit of sitting there too. In fact the
ken of. "Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick." "Then word "also" occurring as it does in the narrative would
said the Jews, Behold how He loved him:" And when Je- almost make it appear as if the purpose for which Martha
sus speaks of Lazarus to His disciples He refers to him as received Him into her house was in order that she might
"our friend Lazarus." It is a beautiful thing what is said of
hear His word. Whether that be so or not, we are sure that
this home in Bethany-"Now Jesus loved Martha, and her all three members of this home circle loved to hear the
sister, and Lazarus."
Saviour's message, and there is no home in which Jesus

ARCHIVAL…

The Kind of People Jesus Loves
In the first place let us think about those
whom Jesus loved and find out what kind
of people they were. Our information about
them is not very great, but we have sufficient 'to enable us to form some estimate
of their character. It is very evident that
they loved to have the Lord Jesus in the
home and show Him kindness. "A certain
woman named Martha received Him into
her house" "But Martha was cumbered
about much serving." "Then Jesus six days
before the passover came to Bethany.
There they made Him a supper and Martha
served." "Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and
anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her
hair."
These passages are all very illuminating. They show the
regard in which the Saviour was held in that home. In
many other places He did not receive kindness. "The
foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests; but
the Son of man bath not where to lay His head." In this
home, however, He is ever a welcome guest, and all the
more so no doubt because of the hardships He had to
endure and because of the enmity which many in high
places bore to Him. Jesus loves to go into those homes
where He is made welcome: "If any man hear my voice
and open the door I will come in to him and will sup with
him and he with me."

has more delight than the one in which the members hunger for the Word of Life, and in which those
are regarded as the most welcome visitors
who can speak of the things of God. Jesus
loves to go into such homes.
We note, however, before we pass on, that
the members of this home were not free
from fault. Martha was cumbered about
much serving. It does not seem to have occurred to Martha and Mary that Jesus might
have healed Lazarus by speaking the word
without it being necessary for him to be in
Bethany - -just as He healed the centurion's
servant at a distance by speaking the word.
Again there seems to be a tinge of murmuring in the utterance of both Martha and Mary when the
Lord came to Bethany after the death of Lazarus. “Lord if
thou hadst been here, my brother had not died." There
were other failures no doubt. We have no reason to believe that they were any better than other disciples when
the Saviour was in the hands of His enemies and the crucifixion occurred. Yet in their hearts they loved the Lord
Jesus. They loved Him very greatly, and, such love, in the
esteem of the Saviour, covers a multitude of sins.
What It Means to Enjoy the Love of Jesus
In the second place let us think what it meant to those
three in Bethany to have had the love of the Lord Jesus.

It meant they had His help in time of trouble. They could
send to Him when Lazarus was ill and say "Lord, behold
Further we note they were people of considerable faith.
he whom thou lovest is sick." It is a plea of special weight
When Lazarus passed away both Martha and Mary said
with the Lord Jesus when it can be said that one of His
on meeting the Saviour, "Lord if thou hadst been here, my loved ones is sick. We are not always at ease in praying
brother had not died." They believed that Jesus could
for the unconverted sick, but we can go to God with spehave prevented death if only He had been present. Marcial confidence when we can say, "Lord he whom thou
tha's faith goes much further when she says, "I know that lovest is sick."
even now whatsoever thou ask of God, God will give it
thee." Surely that was a declaration of her belief, at that
It meant they had the joy of having the Lord Jesus in the
time at any rate, that even although her brother was dead home. If He had not loved them as He did He would not
yet Christ could restore him again if only He would ask
have been so much there. Matthew Henry says: "Christ's
His Father in Heaven. But her faith could reach no higher
March, 2008
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THE CHURCH …
BRISBANE: SEARCH CONTINUES
FOR MINISTER

SOUTHERN PRESBYTERY NEWS
At a meeting of the Southern Presbytery at Narre Warren
on 2 February 2008 the unanimous call to Rev George
Ball from the Manning River was taken up.

All parties were heard in regard to it. It was resolved that
the Call be placed in Mr. Ball’s hands with the understanding that should he accept it he will continue to supply the congregation until the 20th April, 2008, his translaFurther inquiries were made among the prospective minis- tion being effective upon his induction to the Manning
ters of the Reformed Churches of New Zealand, but without River charge on a date subsequent to that stated.
success. One young man was willing to come and preach The Call being given to Mr. Ball, he intimated the accepbut told us frankly that the likelihood of his accepting a call
tance of the Call under the condition stated, whereupon
was extremely slight. The congregation, therefore, decided the Presbytery agreed to the translation and instructed Mr
that this was not worth pursuing.
Ball to await advice of the time of induction from Central
Presbytery. Our loss will be Central Presbytery's gain,
The Rev. George Ball agreed to come and preach with a
view to a call. He later told us that he did not wish a call to and we wish George and Rhoda the rich blessing of the
Lord in their new situation.
proceed. Approaches have been made in several ways to
the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland. While exThe Presbytery meeting provided the opportunity for Jim
pressing sympathy with our position, they have declined to Cromarty to preach at Knox at 9.30am, to be present at
make our need known among their ministers. However, the Glenhuntly at 11.30am for the service conducted by Rowway has been left open for the congregation to approach
land Ward, and to preach at Narre Warren at 5pm.
ministers on an individual basis and this is being followed
On the Monday Rowland was able to take Neil and Wilma
up.
Robinson to Geelong to see their beloved former minister
In December, the Free Church of Scotland offices were
Edwin Lee and his wife Barbara. Afterwards, a delightful
asked to circulate the need among their ministers and stu- meal and fellowship was had with Gavin and Janet Smith
dents in the same way as was done a couple of years ago. at the manse.
No replies have been received so far. The search continRev Tut Wan Yoa left for a six week visit to Sudan and
ues!
Kenya on the evening of 2nd February. As well as visiting
relatives he has been asked to help the church in Sudan
During the vacancy only one service is being held each
resolve some difficulties that have arisen.
Lord’s Day, with a fellowship lunch following the service
and Sunday School. This lunch is then followed by a time
Knox Congregation was encouraged by a significant lift in
of prayer and Psalm singing for those who wish to stay.
offerings at Knox and among the Nuer Congregation in
Bible studies are being conducted by the elders .The level
2007. This has meant that instead of the anticipated defiof weekly offerings remains good. During the vacancy the cit a modest surplus resulted instead. There is much work
congregation has continued to accumulate some funds
to be done and we are prayerfully looking to the Lord and
which it may be able to use to translate and settle a new
using earnest endeavours to secure an additional minisminister when one is found.
ter or ministers for Melbourne. [RSW]

The Brisbane Congregation remains in good heart despite
the continued disappointments in finding a new minister,
but these repeated disappointments take their toll.

“You who will lead others, will especially need prayer, grace, knowledge, wisdom, and
love. And you leaders will especially be assailed by Satan, and will need special diligence
and divine power to be always resisting the devil. O, what time is needed for “self - care”
in preparation for leading the flock! We must endeavour by every means provided, to be
living, evident examples of what we preach, exhort, and expect.”
- Alan Tripovich, Moderatorial Address to Synod, 1984 [Our Banner, September, 1984]
From page 5
visits are the tokens of His love." When we love the Lord
Jesus as Martha and Mary and Lazarus did we can expect Him not only to pay an occasional visit to our homes,
but to take up His abode there. "If a man love me he will
keep my words; and my Father will love him, and we will
come unto him and make our abode with him." He also
will be with us as we go by the way. "Lo I am with you
alway." And when He is with us what light we have; what
zeal in the performance of duty; what alertness in regard
to temptation! and, oh! what companionship is ours!
Further it meant for them very great honour. "Never man
spake like this man." Of his deeds the like had not been
March, 2008

seen in Israel. And when He died and rose again and
showed unmistakably that He was the Son of God, the
Messiah, the King of Glory, the chiefest among ten thousand, the altogether lovely, oh what an honour to have
His friendship and His love.
But most of all when it is remembered that the One who
loved them is the judge of all the earth, the One who has
the keys of Hell and of Death, what a blessing to have His
love!
In conclusion we note that Jesus is the same to-day and if
we love Him and find our joy in Him He will love us just as
much as He loved "Martha and her sister and Lazarus."
- I. L. GRAHAM
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LENNOX HEAD CHURCH CAMP

Over 50 people attended the PCEA church camp at Lennox Head held over a weekend in November, the biggest
group in years.

young and old and was followed by an equally enjoyable
talent evening.

After the studies, beach cricket was a favourite amongst

- Elle Carswell.

Peta Lenane was one campgoer who thoroughly enjoyed
The camp, organised by the Brisbane congregation, wel- the weekend. “The talent night was amazing and it was
comed campers not only from Brisbane but from as far as great to see so many smiley faces,” she said.
Wauchope in NSW and Caboolture in QLD.
The Brisbane congregation now look forward to hosting
All who attended were able to enjoy a series of studies
another camp at Lennox Head in the 2008-09 summer
on the book of Daniel lead by the Rev. Paul Seiler.
and pray that it will be as successful as the last.

attended. The gospel was made very clear that evening.
A carols night was again held early in December. One
The membership of the congregation remained static
throughout 2007, with an average attendance of 45 at the lady introduced to the church through the outreach has
attended worship twice recently (February). We continue
morning Worship services. Two children were baptized
to
pray that the Lord will work in people’s hearts and bring
during the year. Additionally, a young man who is a
them
to salvation.
leader in the Armidale Boys Brigade, as well as an elderly
widow who spent many of her years as a missionary in
NORTHERN PRESBYTERY.
Nepal joined our congregation. 2007 also enfolded anThe Northern Presbytery met in Grafton on Friday, 22nd
other Sudanese family into our midst.
February for its first “ordinary” meeting since February,

ARMIDALE

Once again our congregation was supplemented by university students who also participated in some youth
group activities. The recent orientation day at UNE (11th
February) provided some further contacts that will be followed up. We also saw the graciousness of our God in
action, when the Korean family who left in December
2006 were replaced with another Korean couple. Lee, a
PhD student, and Chong-A have become part of the fellowship and have brought others to our church.
Three main evangelistic efforts were undertaken in 2007.
After a study series, ‘Six Steps to Talking about Jesus,’ a
car rally was held. This was followed by a church dinner
in October where a number of individuals and families
from outside the church were invited and many of them
March, 2008

2007. Business followed the usual pattern for the February meeting - The reception of Statistical Reports, Examination of Congregational Records and Financial Statements, and the approval of an application from the Armidale Congregation for Financial Assistance for 2008-9.
Presbytery also considered a report from the Interim Moderator concerning the Brisbane Congregation.
The Presbytery also congratulated the Rev. Alan Tripovich on achieving his Fortieth year of service in the ministry and expressed its good wishes to him and his wife
and family. Members spoke of their appreciation of Alan
and his work in the Church over those years. In reply, he
said it was difficult being a saint, but he would try to live
up to it in the years remaining for him!
Page 7

THE TEN VIRGINS - 1
“Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.”
Matthew 25:1-13
[This is an unusual and imaginative approach to the parable of the five wise and the five foolish Virgins by James
Stalker, a Scottish writer who lived in the nineteenth century. We hope you enjoy reading it.]

The eldest of the three sisters was tall and full-featured.
Her eyes were large and full of repose, and her hair hung
down her back in heavy golden curls. Nothing seemed
ever to disturb or annoy her. She never took offence or
spoke a spiteful word. She never seemed to think about
herself at all, but always had smiles for everybody. She
was the confidante of all her companions; and when children were hurt or other girls were in trouble, they always
came to her. Everybody liked to be near her; for, they
said, there was sunlight in her face. Her name was Love.”

This marriage took place very long ago, and in a country
far from here, and was not like any wedding you have
ever seen. It was a very grand marriage. The bridegroom
was young and rich; the bride good and beautiful; the
company was large; the banquet was splendid; and it was The second sister was very much attached to the eldest,
a great honour and a great pleasure to have an invitation. and liked nothing better than to be near her and cling to
her; for she was a timid girl, quiet and thoughtful. Often
In that country weddings always took place at night, and I
she would sit with her hands clasping her knees, and look
will tell you the order of the ceremony. The bridegroom
into the fire or away over the landscape ; but had you
had all the boys and young men who were to be at the
glanced at her eyes, you would have seen that it was not
marriage collected at his house. He was gaily dressed,
the fire or the fields she was seeing, but some inner vision
with a bright-coloured turban wrapped round his head,
that made her happy and solemn. She could not bear
and above it a golden crown or a garland of flowers.
noise and bustle, but was fond of reading and thinking;
When the sun went down, he and his companions set out
and people used to say she did not live
to go to the bride's house and fetch her
in this world, but in the inner world of her
home. They went along through the
own thoughts. Her name was Faith.
darkness, the boys carrying flambeaux,
and a band of music playing before
The third sister was the brightest of the
them.
three. She was not tall, like the others,
but little and active. She had not the reThe bride was waiting. She was crowned
pose of her eldest sister, nor the shywith a chaplet; her long hair flowed freely
ness and thoughtfulness of the second.
down her shoulders; her dress was
She liked to be in a bustle and among
white, scented with sweet perfumes, and
people.
She
never
could be idle a minute. Her fingers
bound at the waist with an embroidered girdle; and over
were always busy with something. She talked a great
her whole body there was flung an ample veil, which was
deal, in a clear, ringing voice; and her laughter fell conthe chief feature of a bride's attire.
tinually like a merry cataract. She was demonstrative in
When the bridegroom and his companions arrived at the her affection, and used to rally her second sister when
house, she was ready to go with them; for the feast did she was timid and unhappy; for she always took a bright
not take place at the bride's home, as it does in this coun- view of things. She visited a great deal; and people used
try, but at the bridegroom's. They conducted her along to smile when they saw her nimble step hurrying along the
with music and joy; and half-way on the road the brides- street, and say she was ubiquitous. However gloomy the
maids were waiting to join the procession. They carried in poor people she visited were when she came in, they
their hands lamps, without which no one was permitted to were smiling before she went out, and thinking the world
enter the house. It is about these bridesmaids I am going was not such a bad place after all. She was just a restless, darting, laughing beam of sunshine. Her name was
to tell you.
Hope.
There were ten of them. They did not live either in the
town the bridegroom belonged to or in that where the You might often have seen these three sisters all clinging
bride lived, but in two villages which lay between them. together; Love in the middle, with her peaceful look and
Three of them were sisters. They were overjoyed when large-hearted smile ; Faith on the one side, clinging to her
they got the invitation to the marriage, for they loved both shoulder like a vine to a tree ; and Hope on the other side,
the bride and bridegroom very much, and were glad to holding her hand, but with her bright eye full of some prohear of their happiness. They began to prepare a long ject she had in her mind.
time beforehand, getting their dresses ready and everything well arranged; for, they said, we must do everything It was Hope who had most to do in getting things ready
for the marriage. She had a great time [To page 9]
we can to make it a bright day to our two friends.
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of bustle and work. But she would have forgotten ever so many things, in her hurry, if
quiet Faith had not reminded her of them.
One of these things was the lamps; and it was
Faith herself who got them ready and filled
them well with oil, putting some also into the
little vessel which hung below each of the
lamps to supply them if their own oil went
done.
In the same village where these three sisters
dwelt there lived other two of the bridesmaids,
who were cousins. One of them was the shyest girl in the whole village. When she was
going along the streets, she used to walk
swiftly, with her eyes on the ground; and if
anyone spoke to her, it made her blush and
get confused. She never expected anybody to
do anything for her or think about her; but
was willing to serve every one, and believed
everybody to be better than herself. Yet people thought a great deal of her, and were very
willing to serve and honour her. She was glad
to get an invitation to the marriage, yet terrified at the thought of appearing in so great a
company. She kept thinking how she would
be able to get into a corner, or hide behind
somebody's back. Her wedding-dress was
exceedingly plain; her hair was quite plainly
combed down on her brows and tied in a knot
behind ; and she had not a single ornament.
Yet somebody who saw her said she had the
best of all dresses, for she was clothed with
lowliness; and the best of all ornaments, a
meek and quiet spirit. Her name was Humility.
Her cousin was very like her in appearance,
and of the same size, only her features were
pale, while those of Humility had a good deal
of colour. She was sometimes called the lilymaiden. When her eyes were closed during
the prayer in the synagogue, she almost
seemed carved out of marble. There never
was a speck of dust on her clothes ; and on
wet days she seemed to have a miraculous
power of keeping her very shoes clean. Her
marriage dress was of such spotless white
that, when she appeared in it, it seemed to
sparkle like snow. Her name was Purity.

SEARCH WORK - MARCH
SENIOR 12+ yrs; INTERMEDIATE 10-11 yrs; JUNIOR 9 and under.

MARCH 2008
SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE
Intermediate omit questions 6 and 8
2 SAMUEL Chapter 6
1. On what did they set the ark when they brought it from
Abinadab’s house?
2. What happened to Uzzah when he took hold of the ark?
(2 verses)
3. Where did David carry the ark aside, and how long was it
there? (2 verses)
4. What was David’s answer to Michal when she came out to
meet him? (2 verses)
Chapter 7
5. After David’s death, who would build a house for God’s name?
(2 verses)
6. (x) In David’s prayer, what blessing did he ask for himself and
his house?
Chapter 8
7. David dedicated to the Lord the gold and silver of which six nations? (2 verses)
8. (x) How is David’s reign over all Israel described?
JUNIOR
GENESIS 28
1. In what words did Isaac bless Jacob before he sent him away?
(2 verses)
2. What did Jacob see in his dream? (1 verse only)
3. What did Jacob say when he awoke from sleep? (2 verses)
4. What vow did Jacob make at Bethel? (3 verses)
SEARCH WORK TO: MRS I. STEEL, PO Box 942, EPPING 1710.
E-mail: iesteel@gmail.com

IS THIS LIKE OUR COAT ……….
“In a village in Scotland there lived a simple man whose coat presented a most curious appearance. All down the front it was covered with patches of various sizes, but mostly large.
When asked why the coat was patched in such a remarkable way,
he answered that the patches represented the sins of his
neighbours. He then pointed to each patch and gave the story of
the sin of someone in the village; then went on to another, until he
had related the sins of all in the village.

On the morning of the marriage day, Faith,
who knew both Humility and Purity well, for
they were great friends, called to see if they
were remembering their lamps, and brought
some oil with her to put in the vessels, as they
might have to wait long for the bridegroom.

On the back of his coat was a small patch, no bigger than a
threepenny piece [about the size of 2 cent coin]. On being asked
what it represented, he said, "That's my ain sin, and I canna see
it!" [“ain” = own] [ “Our Banner”, February, 1934]

At last the five set out together for the place
where they had been appointed to wait. Their
lamps shone brightly through the darkness;
they talked about the bride and bridegroom,
and were very happy as they went along, and
sometimes they sang a hymn to shorten the
road.
[To be continued]

The leader of a Salvation Army Band, which gave concerts at a
local prison, announced every item on the program. On one occasion, the band began with a new march, representing the triumphal
entry of the redeemed into heaven. When the leader announced
the title, the audience leapt to its feet, cheering, whistling and
loudly applauding. For a moment the leader froze on the spot, until
he remembered that the item was called, "Fling wide the Gates".
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THINK BEFORE YOU SPEAK…….

Page 9

From: Search and Solve: Bible Activity
Sheets by Betty De Vries [Illustrated by
Donna Greenlee] Baker Books, 1998.

During the first American war there was an officer who had given to his men great baulks [beams] of timber
to move, and there were not enough men to do the work. And as they were striving, there came by a man of
majestic appearance who saw that this officer was urging his men on whilst he stood by. “You don't seem to
have many men on the job!” “No, there are not enough; we can't get any more.” “Why don't you help a little
yourself?” “Me! Me! I am a corporal, sir!” “Ah ! I hadn't noticed that.” Then he got off his horse himself and
helped to move those timbers until all was finished. And then he said to the corporal before he went away,
“Corporal, when you have any hard work, and not enough men to do it, you had better send to the Commander-in-chief. I will come again.” That was General Washington; ………. He was ashamed of nothing,
where duty lay beside it. He put his best into what he did. And that is what you and I must do.
- BERNARD J. SNELL, The Good God, p. 108. [Expository Treasury, p541]
March, 2008
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WEB WATCH…

Peter Carswell

WORLD WATCH…

Reformed Gems

.Remember

A Treasury of Ageless Sovereign Grace Devotional Writings - www.gracegems.org

As we relax and spend time with family and friends, enjoying many blessings, let is not forget believers in other
lands who suffer for the sake of Christ.

I stumbled upon this site when doing some research after
watching a BBC Documentary about the Family of Jesus. The site uses a simple, “old-style” link system to
navigate. So while not as easy to use as some sites,
each page has a “home” link so it is still easy enough to
find things and make your back to the start.
Some of the links didn’t work, but the links for Commentaries, Letters, Sermons and Books all linked off to some
great resources by the likes of Ryle, Spurgeon, Watson
and Pink - amongst many others.
Another site was www.mountainretreatorg.net and it is
slightly easier to navigate than the first and it also contains loads of great information. I found the section on
apologetics to be really interesting and helpful. The Library Classics has many resources collected together, I
think enough for a year’s worth of reading for slow readers like myself.
A third site (and the last to be included here) found as a
result of searching for information about the family of Jesus is a blog www.oldtruth.com. The author grew up a
Roman Catholic, spent many years in Pentecostal
churches and is, in his own words, a “refugee from the
Seeker Sensitive / Purpose Driven movement”. He is
now a Reformed Baptist and the site is...well looking at.
The menu will explain better than me trying to put it into
words...

Those in Chains...

Christians are by far the most persecuted group in human
history and in the 2000 years since the birth of Christ, it is
thought that about 70 million have died for their faith. Opposition began in the New Testament era and has continued. An estimated 45.5 million people died in the 20th century, more than any preceding century.
Persecution comes mainly from two sources:
*Atheism/communism/military dictatorships eg China,
Myanmar, N. Korea
*Extremists in other religious groupings such as Islam and
Hinduism.
Open Doors International lists the ten nations with the
highest rates of persecution as follows: North Korea,
Saudi Arabia. Iran, Somalia, Maldives, Yemen, Bhutan,
Vietnam, Laos and Afghanistan (further info: sb.od.org)
Opposition (as distinct from persecution) also exists, particularly in western countries and comes from, among
other things, secular humanism, consumerism and Eastern mysticism (Hinduism, its off-shoot Buddhism, and the
New Age movement - their by product).

While we should pray and work for an end to persecution,
we should not underestimate subtle opposition to Christianity, which is prevalent in our own society and other
western countries. It is less openly hostile, but more insidious and probably more damaging to the church than open
opposition. Even strong, mature believers can crumble
Topics include “Sound Doctrine”, “Back to the Bible”,
under this onslaught; and the gradual weakening of the
“Church History”, “Purpose Drivenism” and “Today’s Wor- church and watering down of her doctrine is testimony to
ship” to list just a few. The site is very easy to navigate
the effectiveness of this approach.
and contains much challenging reading.
Let us pray for those in other lands who suffer for the sake
of Christ; and let us give thanks that the church is growing
in lands where there is so much suffering – China, VietNUMBERS AND TRUTH
nam, Sudan and Iran among others.
"Miserable are they who measure the authority of a
doctrine by the numbers receiving it. Truth always overAlso pray for those in our own land who face harassment
comes, though for a time it is found among the few. He
and hostility at work, or are ostracised by family and
who, for proof, betakes himself to numbers confesses
friends because of their belief in Christ, or become the
butt of jokes. Pray that our young people will grow to be
himself conquered. Let me see the beauty of truth, and
strong men and women of God, able to withstand the
immediately I am persuaded. A multitude may overawe,
pressures and temptations in the workplace and society.
but cannot persuade. How many myriads could persuade me to believe that day is night, that poison is
Let us give thanks for the freedoms, privileges and opporfood? In determining; earthly thing, we do not regard numtunities that we have; and as we use these blessings, may
bers. Shall we do so in heavenly things? I reverence numwe be a blessing to many others.
ber, but only when they produce proof, not when they
shun enquiry. Can you con-firm a lie by numbers?"
- Anna Ward, Knox PCEA, Melbourne.
- Athanasius.
“In North Korea, considered by many the most repressive regime, citizens are strictly banned from worshipping any other gods beside those enforced in the state religion – a personality cult revolving around current
dictator Kim Jong Il, and his deceased father, Kim Il Sung. ……... It is estimated that there are at least 200,000
underground Christians and up to 400,000 to 500,000 believers secretly practicing their faith in North Korea.
At least a quarter of the Christians are imprisoned for their faith in political prison camps, from which people
rarely get out alive.” [Michelle A. Vu, Christian Post Reporter, Feb. 05 2008].
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Genesis to Malachi as Jesus made clear to those on the
road to Emmaus [Luke 24:25-27]. “Consolation” emphasizes the fruit that would flow from the arrival of Christ;
A PLACE FOR THE AGED IN THE PLAN OF GOD. Redemption” emphasizes the work to be done. For ConAs I talk to the elderly among us, they often say: “I feel so solation to flow to people, a redemption price would have
useless I’m just a nuisance to everybody! I can’t do any- to paid and it would be paid by this child that was being
presented at the Temple that day.
thing.” I wouldn’t be surprised if God in his grace, didn't
put the story of Simeon and Anna in the Bible just for
Working.
God’s people who feel like that! Here he chooses two eld- And in complete harmony with this expectation and hope
erly people to bear a noble witness to His Son. What a
was the life that both of them were living. Where people
beautiful insight we have here of our God when he brings are really expecting the arrival of the King of RighteousHis Son into the world. He bypasses all the pomp of the
ness it imparts a particular quality to their lives. And that’s
world, the passion of youth, and the power brokers of the exactly what we find here. Simeon, we’re told, was “just
world and chooses the ordinary and insignificant carpen- and devout” and Anna’s life, since she became a widow
ters, young girls, shepherds, and farmer and now these
was centred on the temple and consisted of “fasting and
two elderly people in Jerusalem to bear witness to his
prayer”. Their fellow countrymen may have settled down
Son. He has a place for them all in the outworking of his
to the status quo, but they were waiting for their King –
Plan. No one is left out!
and they wanted to be ready when he came. There was
no slacking off in the case of these two old people! They
The fact that God chooses these two elderly people to
bear testimony to his Son is, to me, also highly symbolic. may have retired. But they hadn’t retired from serving
God. Jesus told a story once about people waiting for
As the OT draws to its close, he chooses two of its old
their master. But they got tired of waiting. They began to
and most noble representatives to bring out what OT rebe abusive and careless. That didn’t apply in this case.
ligion is all about: Intense devotion to God and patience
Simeon and Anna were ready and for that reason they
waiting for the Hope of Israel, the Child of Promise and
were given a tremendous blessing the privilege to the
the Saviour of the World. OT faith, right from the time
see with their own eyes what they had waited for: The
when Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, was
Lord’s Christ.
one of Expectation looking forward to the Child God had
Watching.
promised to bring comfort through redemption. When
Sometimes
in
older
people
we see all that is good and
Noah was born, Lamech thought he was the one to do it.
rich
in
the
Christian
Faith.
We
see their maturity their
And no doubt many other godly parents though the same
“ripeness”.
This
is
what
we
see
in the case of Simeon and
thing. But it was not to be till now! And here, in the words
Anna.
We
see
all
that
was
true
and
noble in the faith of
of these two godly representatives of the Old Covenant,
Israel.
They
were
just,
and
devout,
walking
in the fear of
Israel and the world is being told unmistakably that the
God,
wanting
to
be
near
God,
and
serving
him
steadlong wait for Comfort and Redemption is over. The Child
fastly,
even
into
their
old
age.
Above
all,
they
had
their
of promise has come! Let’s notice, first of all, what
eyes
firmly
fixed
on
the
promise
of
God,
the
Coming
of
Simeon and Anna were doing.
Christ, and the establishment of his Kingdom. And that’s
Waiting.
what we ought to aspire to. We still wait for the coming of
One words sums it up: Waiting, waiting for the Consolaour King. But our waiting is not the same as the OT waittion and Redemption of Israel. [1] We’re specifically told
ing. The Kingdom of God is here, the reality has come.
that Simeon was “waiting for the consolation of Israel.”
The big event for us is not in the future, but in the past.
Indeed that defines him! We know nothing else about him The powers of the future age are here. And that imparts a
except that he was “a man in Jerusalem” waiting for the
particular urgency in our situation. Jesus has set up his
“Consolation” of Israel. From verse 38 it’s apparent that
Kingdom; He has been crowned Lord of all; he’s waiting
he wasn’t the only one who was waiting. Anna spoke
till all his foes are made his footstool. The mustard seek is
about the child “to all who were looking forward to the re- growing. And when he comes, there’ll be no more oppordemption of Jerusalem.” What distinguished Simeon was tunity to enter the Kingdom of God. Indeed we capture
that he was given a special revelation from the Holy Spirit this sense in the NT. “The time is short,” says the apostle.
that he would not die “before he had seen the Lord’s
“We shall not all die.”
Christ.” And that would add a particular edge to his waitHow is it with us? Are we waiting? Do we consider it a
ing! Imagine being told, “You won’t die until Jesus
possibility that we shall not die before we have seen the
comes!” That would mean, he’ll soon be here! You can
imagine aged Simeon keeping his eyes and ears close to Lord’s Christ? And do we have a life to match our expectation? Or have we joined the careless. Or worse still:
the ground for any evidence that he had come.
Have we joined the scoffers and say, “Where is the promise of his coming? Nothing has happened for 2000 years!”
[2] But then Anna was also waiting for the same thing!
You can’t scare me anymore!” Let’s seek to have the attiThis can be seen from her audience on this occasion.
tude and maturity of Simeon and Anna waiting for the
When she spoke about Jesus she spoke to those who
Lord’s Anointed One - our King - and living a life that demwere “looking forward” to the redemption on Israel. Her
onstrates that fact to everyone. Let’s not give way to bitfriends were the ones that shared her outlook and her
hope. And while different words are used to describe this terness or harshness or think that the whole world revolves around us. That wasn’t the attitude of either
hope, they’re just different facets of the one thing: “The
Coming of the Lord’s Christ” the Coming of the Child born Simeon, or Anna, in their old age. It still revolved around
Christ their King.
to be King. This was the golden thread of the Bible from

CALEB’S CLUB …
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SARAH’S DAUGHTERS .… At Dumisani

In a recent newsletter on their website,
www.smithtonchurch.com/missions/thewilsons, the Wilsons introduce us to two women who make a big impression on the Dumisani community.
Ms Hombakazi Tshandu has worked at Dumisani since
the beginning of 2005. She has been responsible for a
wide range of administrative duties such correspondence
course, accounts. She grew up in Mxaxo (M-”click”-a”click”-o!!!) but her home is now in Dimbaza (about 10km
from King William’s Town and where Dumisani started.
She says, “I want to thank God for giving me such opportunity to work in Dumisani.”
[Continued from page 15]
the thoughts of human beings rather than to the commands of God. And what is sadder still, because they do
not learn this, they proceed down the same track, and, for
several generations at least, they and their children are
likely to go astray and to miss out on God’s blessing even
if they do not miss out on salvation altogether!

Hombakazi’s good friend, Ms Luleka Sigwabe, is a student at Dumisani. She grew in Keiskammahoeknand now
lives in Zwelitsha (just next to KWT). She is now a fulltime BTh student. She writes: “In all the years I have been
a student here I have learned exactly what it is like to be
in ... an ongoing relationship with God … I met not only
lecturers but also parents, friends, sisters and brothers
amongst the students.”
Pray for these two women, and the many others, who
serve the Lord not only on the Mission Field in South Africa, but in many other parts of the world..

And this blessing will continue for just as long as those
children and their children continue to honour God in the
way that He has commanded even to thousands of generations!

Conclusion
In conclusion let us receive this truth into our hearts to
worship God in any way which He has not commanded is
idolatry! It is a “likeness” of something which comes from
There will be exceptions, of course. God, in His grace will
the world around us or from our own imaginations, but not
bring some to a better knowledge of Himself just as He
from God.
brings men and women to Himself out of homes where
His name was held in utter contempt. But, in general,
This is not an unimportant quibble. If it were unimportant,
what we sow in idolatry and false worship, is reaped by
God would not have placed it as the second in the list of
our children. This is a very solemn for all of us.
covenant obligations to be kept by His people. If we claim
to be His we should be zealous to keep this commandBut we can thank God that there is another side. Those
ment and to teach it to our children. We do them a great
who honour Him He will honour, and the correct ideas
about God which we pass on to our children will redound disservice if we do not and surely God will require that,
too, at our hands!
in blessing for those of them who accept that teaching.
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PRESBYTERIAN AGENDA ….. THE LAW
The Second Commandment
Dr. W.J.W. Hanna, Brisbane, continues a study on the
Ten Commandments. He deals now with the second
Commandment: Exodus 20: 4-6 “You shall not make
for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you
shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the
LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and
fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing
mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep
My commandments.”
Introduction
In the previous article we dealt with the first of the Ten
Commandments which God has given to His people as an
eternal rule for their obedience. We now go on to deal
with the second. This is a commandment upon which one
could write at great length upon which one could preach
several sermons or write several articles. It propounds a
principle which is exceedingly far-ranging in its extent,
and which is largely ignored by the
churches of today. It is a principle which
is not simply ignored in our day but
which, apart for a few short periods, has
been largely ignored in all ages. This is
not to say that all ages of the Church
have broken this commandment in the
same way; each has found its own way of
breaking it. It is easy to think that the
commandment has little to say to us, for
none of us is likely to make a carved image and to bow down to it in worship but
this is to look at one detail and to fail to
see the principle.

a right to tell us how we should serve Him. Part of how
we serve Him is how we worship Him. This has two implications for us. Firstly, it means that it is our duty to examine His word so that we may find out how He wants to be
worshipped and, secondly, we have a duty to regulate our
worship by what we find there. If He has the right to command or forbid one item of worship the use of images
then He has a right to control all parts of worship! I think
that there would be few who would deny that this is a fact
but there are different interpretations of this fact. There is,
first of all, the view that is commonly held by those
Churches calling themselves “Reformed” (this would include Presbyterian Churches as well as others). This
view is that we have an obligation to worship God only as
He has commanded anything that He has not either specifically commanded or implied in His word is forbidden.
Then there is a second view, held by many other
churches, that we must do what God has commanded,
but that we are also permitted to do anything in worship
that He has not specifically forbidden. The first view is the
view that we, as a Church, hold and this is why we try to
restrict the elements of our worship to those things that
are warranted in Scripture. Principle among these are the
reading and preaching of the Word of God,
the singing of Psalms, prayer, and the administration of the two sacraments which
we find in Scripture Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper. In addition to these there is the
duty to bring thank-offerings to the Lord of
those things that He has given us.

The second view that anything is permitted which is not expressly forbidden is one
which can lead, and often has led, to an
enormous number of abuses. Often, in
churches which hold this view, the elements of worship which are commanded
form only a small part of the worship service. Other
Some Churches have found a way of ignoring it by couthings have been intruded and some of those are even
pling it together with the first commandment and calling
things that we would think are expressly forbidden. There
them one commandment. Then, to make the number up are churches in which one may find great numbers of imto ten, they split up the tenth one into two. Now, it should ages and of pictures (likenesses), and the people “bow
be evident that to covet the wife of one’s neighbour is not down to them” and “serve” them. It is argued that the
intrinsically different from coveting his house and his ser- commandment forbids the making of images of heathen
vants, etc. But there is an intrinsic difference between the idols such as Baal or Molech, but that the making reprefirst and the second commandments. The first tells us
sentations of God or of saints is not forbidden. It is also
Whom we should worship the second tells us how we
claimed that they are not actually “worshipped” they are
should worship. Clearly these two matters are different in merely aids to the worship of God, who is worshipped
principle. It is one thing to recognise that God is the One through them.
alone whom we should worship, and quite another to
know how this is to be done.
One might question whether the ordinary worshipper understands these differences! The people who hold this
The Scope of the Command
view would say that God has not told us expressly that we
Let us then turn to consider the scope of the command
must not make such images. To this we would reply that
which we find here. It is a command concerning one as- God has not, indeed, given us a list of everything that He
pect of worship, but the very fact that it is given shows us would forbid in his worship. Such a list would be so big
something much more general. It shows us that God has that no one could read it all! What God has done is to
the right to tell us how we ought to worship him. This, of give us a principle expressed in this one example and the
course, is something that we ought to recognise from the outworking of it we can see in the history of His people.
very fact that He is God. He is our Creator and our Sus- This particular point of whether it is permitted to worship
tainer furthermore, He is the One who saves us He has
the true God through, or with the help of, images, is, in
brought us out of the house of bondage therefore He has fact, dealt with in this way. We read of Ahab, king of Is-
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second commandment in all parts of our worship, does
rael, “Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of
not make our worship poorer than that of others who have
the LORD, more than all who were before him. And it
came to pass, as though it had been a trivial thing for him ornate ceremonies. It is this very simplicity that is the true
to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he riches of such worship. It is in such simplicity that we can
see the true glory of the One whom we worship. It is
took as wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the
Sidonians; and he went and served Baal and worshipped when we are not distracted by other things that we can
concentrate on Him. It is when we are not carried away
him. Then he set up an altar for Baal in the temple of
Baal, which he had built in Samaria.” (1 Kings 16: 30-32) by artificial stimulation that we can feel the blessedness
that comes from the presence of the Holy Spirit.
So here we see Ahab roundly condemned for setting up
an idol – Baal. However, these verses also say that it
The Peril of Pride
was not enough for him that he had walked in the sins of
However, there are dangers to be avoided even in the
Jeroboam the son of Nebat. Who was Jeroboam, and
what was his great sin? He is often called, “Jeroboam the purest of worship. The Israelites were given over to idolatry to carved images and the like and so God allowed
son of Nebat who caused Israel to sin”, so his sin was
particularly grave and basic. He was an earlier king, and them to be carried away into Babylon. When they were
he caused Israel to sin by introducing the practice of wor- restored to their own land, they never more had anything
to do with those images BUT they brought back other
shipping the true God, Yahweh, through two golden images of calves which he set up. Though he claimed to be idols in their hearts. They brought the idol of pride in their
worshipping Yahweh, he was, in fact, introducing idolatry own purity of worship, for example. We can so easily fall
into Israel. His sin is exactly the same sin as that of those into the same sin. The manner of our worship is only the
who introduce images into present day churches! Indeed, outer form; it is quite possible to have the form without the
substance. It is possible to carry out all the correct forms,
his sin is the same as that of those who introduce any
to keep clear of all embellishments to our worship, and
other means of worship except those which have been
not to be worshipping at all because we
commanded by God. John Knox, the
have raised up an idol of pride in our
great Scottish Reformer wrote these
words: “All worshipping, honouring or
“ When we bring things into hearts.
service invented by the brain of man in
the worship of God that are
We must not assume that God is
the religion of God, without His express
not commanded, we are
commandment, is idolatry.” How many
leading our children astray. pleased merely because we may have a
pure form of worship! And we must
of our churches today are guilty of idolaThey do not understand
never think that God will not accept othtry and do not realise it!
that they are learning to
ers who have a less pure way of worworship God in the wrong shipping Him. There is no church which
I think that, when we look around us, we
way. They do not realise is perfectly pure in its worship. We do
will see that many Protestants even
that they are learning to lis- not have completely pure worship and
many who would claim to be Presbyteten to the thoughts of hu- we should not claim to have it! If we
rian and Reformed no longer hold to the
Reformed view. We see the introduction man beings rather than to are to be accepted by God it will be in
into churches of many things which
the commands of God. ….” spite of our sin and our disobedience,
including our breaking of this, the secwould have been excluded in the past.
ond, commandment. So we should reBy this I mean not only elaborate robes,
alise that God may be more pleased
crosses, candles, uninspired music and
with others who have less pure worship, but who have
so on, but also all sorts of things which may have
“entertainment value” but which have no command of God more sincere and more repentant hearts, than He is with
to be used in His worship. People will say that they found those who have very pure forms of worship but who are
far less zealous at heart for His glory.
some of these things profoundly moving, and this may
well be true. Music and dance have a great power to play
An Added Incentive
upon our emotions, and they do so whether we are ChrisThe second commandment extends over three verses
tians or not. There is great danger in this. Many will go
and, so far, I have only spoken with regard to the first half
away from such services feeling that they have been
of these. There is little space to deal with the remainder,
moved and uplifted, and they will be satisfied with this,
when, in reality, they know nothing of the saving grace of yet it is just as important, for it gives an added incentive, if
one were needed, to keep this commandment. Our Lord
God in Jesus Christ!
is zealous for His own good name (the words jealous and
zealous are derived from the same root), and He will not
The Benefits of the Commandment
Those Reformed Christians who have tried to avoid these allow Himself to be insulted with idolatrous worship with
impunity. And it is not ourselves alone who will suffer for
things, and to keep as closely as possible to what they
our sin. We may not understand why it is that our children
can derive from Scripture often seem to feel inferior.
should suffer for our idolatry, but a moment’s reflection
Their worship is very simple rather like the synagogue
worship familiar to our Lord and His disciples and copied will show that, as a general rule, they do. When we bring
things into the worship of God that are not commanded,
by the early church and, because they do not have so
many things that others have in their churches, Reformed we are leading our children astray. They do not understand that they are learning to worship God in the wrong
Christians often feel, almost, to need to apologise. We
should not feel like this! We should realise that to keep to way. They do not realise that they are learning to listen to
[continued on page 13]
this principle, and to try to follow the outworking of the
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BETWEEN YOU AND ME ……
I’ve been humbled by those who have given donations for
the production of The Presbyterian Banner at the beginning of this year. Of special note is an anonymous donation of $500, conveyed to the Banner Fund by the Treasurer. We want to thank this generous donor as well as all
the others who have given well in excess of the subscription. Total donations for the start of 2008 is $636.

a vacancy in the near future. I’m sure we are all praying
that there will be a speedy provision both for them, and for
Brisbane. I appreciate, too, the regular contributions from
Peter Carswell for Webwatch, and the work of Dr. Wes
Hanna. Personally, I would like to see each minister sending me a Blog or a Book Review or an article each month.
Then the editor’s task would be easy, and the magazine
The continued transition of The Presbyterian Banner from would be representative of the whole church. But we must
a printed magazine to a combination of printed and web live and work in the real world!
production is going well. If we take into account the num- We finished with a credit balance of $997 for 2007. With
ber of “hits” each issue receives over time on the web, subscriptions and donations, our opening balance for
direct e-mail distribution, subscribers, complimentary cop- 2008 stands at approximately $3,110. We estimate that
ies, and congregational distribution, our “readership” is Production and Postage will cost in the vicinity of $1,600
averaging about 470 per month. At least others “out there” leaving a balance of some $1,500 at the end of the year.
must appreciate the magazine, even if some of our own If this trend continues, we’ll be able to review subscripmembers don’t. It’s also pleasing to note, too, that as tions for 2009, or embark on more innovative productions.
more become familiar with the internet there is a steady
“drift” to its delivery electronically.
Someone has mentioned that the method of having congregations produce their own copies was only an exercise
I want to thank, too, those contributors and corresponin “cost shifting” – ie it costs just as much to print the
dents who have made it possible for me to be more of an
magazine as to have it sent. When the changeover ocEditor than a Producer. The Rev. George Ball has been
curred there were two concerns: [1] The uncertainty of the
most faithful in this area and I hope he continues his good
cost of production; and [2] reducing the work of packing
work! Perhaps the pure country air around the Manning
and posting. Both these have now been resolved. If Conwill contribute immensely to his output. We certainly pray
gregations now involved in production [6] wish to review
that his ministry there will be a most productive one altheir options, our production team could cope with it! It
though we sympathise with the Narrewarren people facing
would add less than 10 packages to the distribution list.

WELL SAID …….
"Mephihosheth was a cripple in his feet, but still the King invited him to his table, and when he was sitting there his infirmity could not be seen. So our infirmity
cannot be noticed when we are covered by the white garment of the Saviour's
righteousness."
"Sheep can often see the earmark upon others but not upon themselves. So it
is with many of God's people, they can see the marks of a believer in their friends
when they cannot observe any in themselves." Angus Macdonald [Melbourne]
"What a difference between the imposing and costly shrine of Remembrance
erected to the memory of our fallen soldiers in comparison with the simplicity of the
memorial to commemorate the atoning death and never dying love of the Saviour."
– Charles McKechnie [Melbourne]
"Neither be too much dejected when the number of visible professors seem
small; Think not the Church will perish when it is brought low. This was Elijah's
case - he thought he had been left alone, that religion had been preserved in his
single person as the phoenix of the whole world. But see 1 Kings 9:18. God had
enough left if we were all in our graves, to continue religion in the world..."
John Flavell, Volume 3, Chapter 5.

URGENT ATTENTION NEEDED.
Margaret Kinder Reports that a number of Birthday Cards have been returned due
to incorrect addresses. Would Ministers / Session Clerks kindly update addresses,
and send them to:
Mrs Margaret Kinder, 84 Eastland Dr., Ulverstone, 7315, asap.
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