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Missions under the Banner

With this issue we could say that all the numbers align. You see, this
edition marks the end of the seventh year of my editing The Presbyte-
rian Banner. It is also the seventy-seventh issue | have edited. Thatis
a vivid 777 if | have ever seen one!

Yes, people can attach much significance to certain numbers. And
certainly in the Scriptures, the context of a passage can show up sym-
bolism with particular numeral or numeric combinations. But in the
overall scheme of things our numbering of things or the value given to
numbers falls away. Itis the One who gives us each moment of every
day who must count. Itis he who is the “Alpha and the Omega”, the
one “who is, and who was, and who is to come” (Revelation 1:8), who
matters most of all.

OM - Kv §Z u}AY 8 Are you learning to look each day to him? As more and more this

_ world becomes sucked into who they are and what they think they can
Life under the Banner do, you find yourselves thanking the Lord it is one Sabbath Day less to
Zizl jo o Wi 101" the eternal Day of Rest in glory with him!

: : As we come to the end of another year, our thoughts turn to what
Children in the Banner 12 lies ahead. Will this new year be better than this past year? What
Prescribed Search Work 13 phallepges WI|| face us? Or could there be something _rez_:llly encourag-

ing this coming year? Perhaps there could be a true biblical revival

Churches on the Banner amongst God’g people that. draws many qthers to faith?,
Mt Druitt Building Centenary 14 Whatever will happen this new year, it is yet the Lord’s year. Anno
Ulverstone 16| Domino — the year of our Lord — 2017. Amen (so be it!).

Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations.

Before the mountains were born
ISSN 0729-3542 or you brought forth the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
Psalm 90:1-2

o Please note your subscription isdue for 2017
Rev. Sirk Bajema

44 Prospect Hill Road,
Narre Warren, VIC
AUSTRALIA 3805

Ph. (03) 9705 1505
Bmail: girkb@gmail.com
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Donationsare warmly appreciated.

The Presbyterian Banner s the official magazine of the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia.
The PCEA was established in 1846 and adheres to the Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) as its
doctrinal standard.
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The opinions expressed in signed articles are those of the authors - not necessarily of the editor or the
PCEA and may not be reproduced without permission. Articles written by the Editor may be repro-
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Behold the Beauty and Blessing of Unity

Psalm 133

This is a brief but beautiful psalm
extolling the value and virtues of
Christian fellowship. It's a charm-
ing and challenging psalm. It's a
psalm of David. Perhaps it was
written when he became king over
all Israel; or when he brought the
ark to Jerusalem — thus linking it
with Psalm 132. Prior to David
being king, the tribes under Saul
were fractured and dislocated. But
David was able to unite them and
bring cohesion (2 Sam. 5: 1-10).
Though later in his life that unity
was lost — both in the nation and in
his own family — yet he never had
reason to withdraw or rewrite this
psalm. The words of this psalm
are always true irrespective of our
circumstances.

It was a very appropriate psalm
for the ancient pilgrims to sing as
they met in assembly with other
worshippers in Jerusalem. It’s still
a very appropriate psalm to sing
when believers gather together in
fellowship. Notice first: -

1. The Beauty of Unity (1)
‘Behold how good and pleasant
it is when brothers dwell indeed
together’.

It's a pity the NIV omits

‘Behold’ (Hebrew, ‘hinneh’). It's
more than afiller. It’s telling us at
the outset to stop, look, observe,
admire and take time to savour the
unity of believers. Two adjectives
are used to describe unity: it is
‘good and pleasant’. An older
writer reminds us there are some
things that are good but not pleas-
ant — e.g. medicine and cod liver
oil! And there are some things
that are pleasant but not good —
e.g. too much chocolate and soft
drink! But dwelling together in
unity is both good and pleasant.
Unity is a good thing because it
bears witness to the truth of the
gospel. Jesus prayed, ‘I pray

A Song of Ascents

George D. Ball

Psalm 133
A Song of Ascents. Of David.

! Behold, how good and how pleas-
antit is

For brethren to dwell together in
unity!

2 It is like the precious oil upon the
head,

Running down on the beard,

The beard of Aaron,

Running down on the edge of his ga
ments.

3 Itis like the dew of Hermon,
Descending upon the mountains of
Zion;

For there theLord commanded the
blessing—

Life forevermore.

controlling Diotrophes or a con-
tentious Euodia and Syntyche?
When we come to church we
want to avoid all that and sample
a little slice of heaven. Of
course, no church is perfect. But
our church should be a place
where every member values the
fellowship of the saints and
seeks the peace and well being
of others. The unity is a pre-
cious thing. ‘United we stand,
Fdivided we fall’. Jesus said, ‘A
new commandment | give you:
Love one another. As | have
loved you, so you must love
one another’ (Jn. 13: 34). The
apostle Paul wrote, ‘Be devoted
to one another in brotherly
love. Honour one another
above yourselves’ (Romans 12:

9-10). And, ‘Do nothing out of

also for those who will believe
in me...that all of them may be
one, Father, just as you are in
me and | am in you’ (John 17:
21). Unity gives credibility to the
gospel. What kind of message is
conveyed when believers dwell
together in conflict? The unity of
believers is designed to reflect the
unity and love that dwells in the
triune God: His unity is the pattern
of our love and unity. We are re-
deemed to live together as He
lives in heaven. Such unity brings
glory to God.

Jesus died that we might be
united in peace with God and one
another. ‘Whoever loves God
must also love his brother’ (1
John 4: 21).

Dwelling together in unity is
also a pleasant thing. It is delight-
ful and agreeable. Who wants to
be in a church where there’s ri-
valry, factions, frictions and ten-
sion? We know how unpleasant
and undesirable that is. Who
wants to have to put up with a
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selfish ambition or vain con-
ceit, but in humility consider
others better than your-
selves’ (Phil. 2: 3-5). The apos-
tle Peter wrote, ‘Above all, love
each other deeply, because
love covers a multitude of
sins’ (1 Peter 4: 8).

2. The Bestowal of Unity (2-3a)
What is unity like? David used
two illustrations. It’'s like the pre-
cious and abundant oil that was
poured over Aaron’s head (the
High Priest) and ran down his
beard and onto the border of his
robe when he was consecrated
(2). The oil is described in Ex.
30: 22-33. It was a costly mix-
ture — consisting of myrrh, cinna-
mon, cane, cassia and olive oil.
It was an extraordinary amount
that was used — weighing about
46 pounds. It was a fragrant
mixture — skilfully made by a per-
fumer. When poured the aroma
filled the room. My little grand-
daughter discovered a bottle of
eucalyptus oil under the sink.
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The screw top came off easily
and the contents spilled on the
floor. She slipped on the tiles
and cried in shock — but the
house was filled with a pungent
smell of eucalyptus. Unity is like
that — when ‘spilled’ it smells like
eucalyptus, or Chanel No. 5, or
Old Spice; it’'s a sweet aroma of
life. Unity, like Aaron’s oil, is

ognise that our fellow believers

are those whom God has chosen,

whom Christ has died for, and in
whom the Holy Spirit dwells.
David also says that unity ‘is
like the dew of Hermon which
falls on the mountains of
Zion’ (3a). The illustration em-
phasises that unity provides the

a precious thing. It's isn’t
cheap; it doesn’t just hap-
pen; it's the result ultimately
of the precious blood of
Christ. Unity, like the conse-
cration oil, is the result of the
Lord’s work — He is the Di-
vine perfumer. He, and only
He, could create harmony
between such diverse per-
sonalities and temperaments
that we find in the church
where, ‘there is neither Jew
nor Greek, neither slave nor
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free, no male and female, for
you are all one in Christ Je-
sus’ (Gal. 3: 28).

That ancient ceremony per-
formed on Aaron was a foreshad-
owing of what took place at the
River Jordan when Jesus was
baptised (Matt. 3: 16-17). Jesus
was anointed and set apart as
our Great High Priest when the
Holy Spirit — symbolised by a
dove — descended upon Him. He
would thus carry out His ministry
by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Hence Jesus quoted Isaiah at the
outset of His ministry, ‘The Spirit
of the Lord is upon me, for He
has anointed me’ (Luke 4: 18).
Before Jesus left this world He

promised the gift of the Holy Spirit

to His disciples. He said, ‘I will
ask the Father, and He will give
you another Counsellor to be
with you forever — the Spirit of
truth’ (Jn. 14:16). Every believer
in Christ has now the Holy Spirit
(Rom. 8: 9). Paul says, ‘He has
anointed us, set His seal of
ownership on us, and put His
Spirit in our hearts as a de-

posit’ (2 Cor. 1: 21-22). So when

we come together we should rec-

best environment in which believ-
ers can grow in their faith and be

fruitful. Mount Hermon, 100 miles

north of Zion, was the highest
mountain in the land and was
proverbial for its heavy dew. The
dew was life giving; it freshened
and invigorated the plants and
vegetation. David tells us that

‘little’ Zion will be drenched by the

dew that ‘big’ Hermon receives.
It's the promise of (abundant and

miraculous) moisture and refresh-

ment. When the people of God
dwell together in unity, it provides
the perfect environment to en-
courage and stimulate Christian
growth. When the church meets
it should encourage

heaven. It's a gift from God.
‘It's bestowed rather than con-
trived, a blessing far more than
an achievement’ (Kidner). The
pilgrims may go up, but unity
comes down from heaven.
Unity is not something we can
create — but we must be eager
to maintain the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace
(Eph. 4: 3). Like most mainte-
nance duties we have - it's on-

going.

3. The Blessing of Unity (3b)
‘For there the Lord com-
mands His blessing, even life
forevermore’.

Where is ‘there’? It's Zion — the
church of the living God - where
His people gather and where
God meets with His people in a
special way to bestow His
blessings — abiding life — ‘even
life forevermore’ (See Heb. 12:
22-24 and 13: 14-16). The
unity we know now among the
saints should give us a fore-
taste of the perfect unity there
will be in the heavenly Jerusa-
lem.

Prayer: Gracious God, join our
hearts and affections in such a
way that we may live as broth-
ers and sisters and as members
of the body of Christ. Let the oil
of sanctification, that is, your
Holy Spirit, inflame us, and the
dew of your blessing continually
fall upon us, that we may obtain
eternal life through Jesus
Christ. Amen.

us to keep on going
and growing.

Notice that David
uses the verb
‘running down’ or
‘falling on’ three times
(verses 2 and 3). He
points us to the
source of unity. It's
something that
comes down — it de-
scends - from

-~
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Edwin R. Lee (1922-2016)

The Revd. Dr Edwin Lee was bur-
ied in the Eastern Cemetery in
Geelong on 3 November following
his death on 26 October 2016,
some 2 weeks short of his 94"
birthday. The funeral was held in
Geelong on 3 November with
some 70 folk present. One of the
readings was read by Rev.
Graeme Bradbeer, while Rev. Dr
Allan Harman brought the mes-
sage. Eulogies afterwards in the
hall included one from Rev. John
Cromarty as well as from several
family members.

Edwin was born in Leicester,
England on 14 November 1922
the youngest of the four children.
His father was a butcher who had
served in the navy during WW1.
His mother died in 1926 and his
father remarried but died in 1930.
Edwin and his brother Ernie were
placed in a naval orphanage in
Brixham, but in 1934 Edwin
gained a place at the excellent
Royal Naval School in Holbrook,
Suffolk. In 1938 Edwin, who had a
particular interest in engineering,
joined the navy. He served in
WW?2 and became a Chief Petty
Officer. He married Barbara Sin-
clair in December 1949 before re-
signing from the navy in 1952 to
study for the ministry of the Free
Church of Scotland. There were to
be four children (Florence who
died at birth), Dorothy (1953),
Ruth (1955) and Edwin (1957).

Edwin had been irreligious al-
though he was briefly an altar boy
at the Holbrook School. However,
an Anglican RAF chaplain had
pointed him to Christ in 1942 and
he was soundly converted. His life
changed and his faith was further
strengthened during postings in
Scotland. The Free Church of
Scotland minister at Greenock,
John Murdo Macleod, an able
evangelist, was a great blessing.
Edwin was accepted as a student

in 1951, duly matriculated and en-
tered Edinburgh University in Sep-
tember 1953, graduated MA in
1956 and entered the Free Church
College. Allan Harman and Angus
Beaton were two Australian stu-
dents he came to know.

His course completed in May
1959, Edwin received an invitation
from the PCEA in Melbourne (then
based at East St Kilda) to come
with a view to a permanent settle-
ment and return fares after five
years service. The congregation
was small and ordinary offerings
were equivalent to less than half a
minister’s stipend but there was
property income. Edwin’s arrival
corresponded with the revival of
interest in the Reformed faith. He
was duly ordained and inducted
21 October 1959. His energetic
and Christ-centred preaching and
active visitation and catechising
saw a revival of the congregation
and membership rose from 24 to
50 during his ministry. A hall was
built at the rear of the church in
1961 and John Knox Theological
College operated for a period. The
possibility of relocating from St
Kilda was canvassed but did not
proceed. Edwin was a great com-
municator, something that his time
as an instructor in the navy had
assisted.

Edwin would have stayed but a
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by Rowland S. Ward

difficulty was perceived by some
in using the furlough fund to as-
sist instead the education of the
children. So in 1965 Edwin ac-
cepted the invitation of Dundee
Free Church of Scotland and left
Australia in April 1966 to serve
that congregation until he re-
turned to take up the care of the
Manning River PCEA congrega-
tion near the close of 1970. It
was a pity he left St Kilda as
time was needed to consolidate
the congregation. Nevertheless,
the result of what he began, and
which Rev. Ray Murray (1968-
72) continued, was very influen-
tial. Several men entered the
PCEA ministry from the congre-
gation, including the writer of this
tribute.

Edwin Lee’s Manning River
ministry was also a very positive
one. His clear and lively preach-
ing, his active visiting, his keen
sense of humour, his gracious
companionship, his compassion
and understanding, endeared
himself to the congregation. His
radio programme “God’s Word
Today” reached a wide audience
and was much appreciated. Re-
tiring early in 1990, Edwin and
Barbara lived briefly at Old Bar
and then for a time in Armidale
where Edwin was a PCEA elder.
Later they moved to a Geelong
retirement facility where Edwin
was also a PCEA elder until
2008.

Edwin undertook further stud-
ies and, after eight years, a
quadruple bypass and his dear
Barbara’s death in May 2010,
graduated with a PhD from the
University of Melbourne in De-
cember 2010. It was an able
work on the life of John Buchan
(1875-1940), the Scottish novel-
ist, historian and politician, and
son of a Free Church of Scot-
land minister, who was Governor
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-General of Canada 1935-40.

Not well, and lonely, Edwin’s
latter days were brightened by
friendship with Anna Mary Gra-
ham of Bragar, the Isle of Lewis,
Scotland, a lady who had appre-
ciated his ministry in Scotland.
They spoke daily by telephone
and they became engaged, al-
though they knew they could
never marry. Still, they were
grateful to God for love in the
twilight of life here.

Edwin characterised Buchan
as ‘a moderate man’ who
avoided extremes. Edwin was
rather like that himself. If his life
experience had some negatives
— orphanage and navy provide

things for you but don’t teach
you how to manage a household

budget for yourself — they
taught him lessons of under-
standing and sympathy for oth-
ers, and how to relate to ordi-
nary people. His Christian faith
led him to see that the true mo-
tive for evangelism should be
the fulfillment of the Great
Command —to love God and to
love our neighbour. He made a
wonderful contribution to the
spiritual advantage of many
people, and valuable contribu-
tions to the work of the Synod
of the PCEA. His memaoir
Edwin’s Journeys, intended
chiefly for the family and writ-
tenin 2012, is of note. We will
remember him.

The World in the Banner

Blasphemy law brings fear to
Christians in Indonesia

A visit by Indonesian President
Joko Widodo to Australia, delayed
this week until perhaps next year,
will present a fitting time to raise
Australia’s concern with Indone-
sia’s perilous Blasphemy Laws,
says the Australian Christian
Lobby.

“It would be disturbing for the
millions of Christians in Australia
and Indonesia to witness Jakarta
Governor Basuki Tjahaja “Ahok”
Purnama being interrogated today
by police for allegedly blasphem-
ing against the Koran,” says ACL
Managing Director, Lyle Shelton.

Ahok, a Christian, appeared to
suggest in a video that voters
were being deceived by a verse in
the Koran which some believe pro-
hibits Muslims from living under
the leadership of a non-Muslim.

Riots have resulted in Jakarta,
and calls have been made for him
to be jailed for his comments,
even though he has since apolo-
gised for the remarks.

“As we work to build relation-
ships, the Australian Government
should seek to work with the Indo-
nesian Government in ensuring
freedom of speech and religion is
maintained on the island archipel-

ago,” Mr Shelton said.

“Many Indonesians will be
frightened as a result of the action
being taken by the police to inter-
rogate Ahok. Christians and mi-
nority groups in Indonesia will be
looking for reassurances from their
government that other people will
not be targeted for their beliefs.”

In October, the ACL called for
the suspension of foreign aid to
Pakistan because Christians, such
as mother Asia Bibi who has been
on death row since 2010, are fal-
ling foul of the country’s Blas-
phemy Law.

“Religious freedom is a funda-
mental human right and our Gov-
ernment must do everything it can
to call on our trade partners to
meet their international human
rights obligations,” Mr Shelton
said.

“As a signatory to the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Politi-
cal Rights, Indonesia has an obli-
gation to provide religious freedom
to its citizens.”

Members of Parliament, includ-
ing Senator Eric Abetz, Andrew
Hastie and Michael Sukkar, have
raised in Parliament the plight of
Asia Bibi and other Christians like
her.

+ ACL, 7 November 2016
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UK: Belfast Court Rules
Against Ashers Bakery
Belfast's Court of Appeal has
ruled against Ashers Baking
Company deeming its refusal in
2014 to decorate a cake with the
words 'Support Gay Marriage'
constituted ‘direct discrimination'.
This was despite recognising
that the openly Christian bakery
manager, Mr Daniel McArthur,
did not refuse the service be-
cause the customer, Mr Gareth
Lee, was gay; indeed, Mr Lee (a
gay rights activist) had been a
regular customer at Ashers bak-
ery. 'What we refused to do,’
said Daniel McArthur, ‘was to be
involved with promoting a politi-
cal campaign to change mar-
riage law.’

Northern Ireland's Attorney
General John Larkin QC had
argued that, 'No one should be
forced to be the mouthpiece for
someone else's views when they
are opposed to their own —
whether in print or in icing
sugar,' noting that would amount
to 'coerced expression'. Simon
Calvert of the Christian Institute
agreed, protesting: 'Equality
laws are there to protect people
from discrimination, not to force
people to associate themselves
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with a cause they oppose.'

The case against Ashers Bak-
ing Company was brought by the
taxpayer-funded Equality Commis-
sion for Northern Ireland, which is
now demanding the McArthurs pay
costs amounting to more than
88,000 pounds. As the McArthurs
consider their options, the tide of
public opinion is turning. In an
online opinion poll conducted by
The Telegraph, 88 percent of re-
spondents voted 'No' when asked
if the court had made the right de-
cision. Pray for the McArthurs and
for awakening in the UK.

+ Religious Liberty Prayer Bulletin
RLPB 381 | Wed 26 Oct 2016

Mum & Dad Still Ideal For Kids
FamilyVoice South Australia direc-
tor David d’'Lima is asking state
MPs to vote against a bill that
would allow singles and same-sex
couples to adopt children.

“A very large US study of child
abuse of all kinds looked at sub-
stantiated reports in six different
family types, among other factors,”
Mr d’Lima said today. “It found that
by far the safest family type was
where children were raised by their
two married biological parents. The
most dangerous type was where
one biological parent was cohabit-
ing with an unrelated person.

“Children released for adoption
have suffered incredible loss,” he
said. “They cannot be raised by
their married biological parents,
but they deserve married adoptive
parents with both mum and dad
role models — the second-safest
family type.”

David d’Lima said that fathers
tend to parent differently from
mothers, and that both are impor-
tant.

“Gender matters,” he said.
“Men are different from women,
and not only in their genitals. For
this reason | hope that the SA par-
liament will again reject moves to
allow people to change the sex on
their birth certificates, merely by
presenting a GP’s letter saying
they have received counselling.

“Such a move would trivialise
what it means to be a man or a

woman. It would weaken current
protections for women. It would be
a retrograde step for South Austra-
lia.”

+ FamilyVoice Australia, Media
Release, 15 November 2016

The Safety-Pin Generation
November saw the outpouring of
protests against the new president-
elect of the United States, Donald
J. Trump. Central was the safety-
pin, a vague symbol many youth
wore — youth whom New York
Magazine describes as ‘feeling
frightened’ at the prospect of the
democratically chosen Trump. Yet
in another way, the safety-pin is
very apt in representing those mil-
lennials that came out in droves to
protest, since these are not adults
being dealt with, but overgrown
babies.

From as early as day-care
through to finishing University,
many in this generation have been
highly institutionalised and have
never been taught to think for
themselves or how to deeply relate
to others. For this reason many
millennials are insecure about their
lack of depth, and so must create

the outward illusion of individuality
and personality. Whether it is ink-
ing their skin, creating a whole
range of unique genders and sexu-
alities, or basing an identity on
their consumption of politics, other
media or even dietary habits; it is
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all symptomatic of a lost genera-
tion grasping for any type of rec-
ognition to show that they have a
special place in this world.

This is only made worse now
that true faith has been stamped
out of every public arena over
the last century. Here millennials
reap the results, as they create
their own religious fever with new
and strange moralistic standards
by which to judge themselves
and others. Since this generation
looks less and less to the ulti-
mate truth of the Word, it is their
personal idealistic belief that be-
comes their only truth and reality.
At all costs nonconforming nay-
sayers with contrary ideas must
be shut down with any ‘-isms’ or
‘-phobias’ necessary to avoid
many-a-millennial’s internal iden-
tity conflict.

Even liberal journalist Piers
Morgan had strong words for the
young protesters, “STOP being
such a faux-tormented bunch of
absolutely deluded cretins.” The
fantasy the millennial protestors
had built up was shattered on
that election day by the raw real-
ity that their countrymen had a
different view, a fact that com-
pletely trumped their feelings and
their invested reality. In their
minds this was supposed to be
the second coming of the De-
mocratic Party, where history
was made in the form of their
maternal saviour. Instead they
were ‘left behind’ with devil Don-
ald. Rather than question their
own values, or at the very least,
why it happened, protests broke
out to protect the horde’s fragile
ego. They may paint a world with
a Trump presidency as scary, but
what is far scarier is a world
where people’s feelings are
given precedent over truth, a
world where the sentimentality of
safety-pins is used to justify all
kinds of evil and foolish things...a
world rapidly becoming our own.
+ Andrew Wibe Bajema
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Missions in the Banner

CWI — On the move...

Anna F. Ward

Since the article in The Presbyte-
rian Banner in October 2015,
Christian Witness to Israel has
had several changes.

NEW OPPORTUNITIES...

CWTI's UK Council has been re-
structuring to make the mission
more effective in reaching a
younger generation with the Gos-
pel. This includes development of
the website and social media to
enhance communication.

Joseph Steinberg (CEO since
2014) and Alex Cowie (Chair of
Council) are the senior leaders.
These men plus about another 7

is also nearer other evangelical
missions, which helps to raise the
cause of Jewish mission and in-
fluence the church.

Pray for a smooth transition
and sorting out of problems.

Pray for the staff who move to
settle in well, for spouses to find
work and children to adapt to new
schools.

Pray that those who have lost
their jobs will find other work.

Pray for provision of suitable
staff for the remaining positions
still to be filled.

UK Contact details remain
www.cwi.org.uk.

NEW LOOK MAGAZINE...
CW!I has published The Herald
Magazine in various forms for
about 150 years. Overseas
posting stopped over a year
ago, replaced by an e-news-
sheet intoMission. However, a
new look Herald has now been
introduced as an e-magazine
which includes intfoMission and
is published bi-monthly. It is
also possible to receive prayer
points called Praying Always. If
you would like to receive these,
contact details are above.

men and women comprise the |

Poster for CWI Summer Mission in Berlin

| NEW WORKERS...NEW

UK Council and are assisted by
those with expertise in admini-
stration, finance and IT. The
council members and some of the
others give their time voluntarily
and value our prayers in seeking
to make the organisation as ef-
fective as possible.

NEW UK HEADQUARTERS...
For many years CWI head office
has been in Sevenoaks, Kent.
However, in October 2016 the
office moved to Eynsham, near
Oxford, about 100 kms NW of
London. This is more central and
better serves the missionaries. It

NEW HEAD OFFICE STAFF...
Several new employees have
been taken on, including:

Annelize Mynhart as Head of
Finance and Operations,

Andy Bowman as Trusts Fund-
raiser and

Sarah Troughear as Deputa-
tion Agent, arranging church vis-
its for missionaries.

These have a wealth of experi-
ence and expertise in their re-
spective fields and are already
making an impact.

ROLES...

Praise God for young people
being called to serve the Lord in
this work.

New workers with CWI in-
clude:

Asaf Pelled in Amsterdam.
Asaf is married to Janet and
they have 3 young children.

Aurel Vidal in Paris. He is
married to Pella and their chil-
dren are Elie and Abigael.

Aviel Sela in Israel. Aviel is
married to Tatiana and they
have 2 sons, Igal and Natan.

In London Nick Stead fo-
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cused on outreach to New Age
seekers, who include many Jews,
who are especially attracted to
New Age thinking. Over many
years Nick held the ‘Jesus Experi-
ence Stand’ at Mind, Body, Spirit
Festivals in London and has
talked to hundreds of people at
these events. Il health has forced
Nick to take early retirement and
his place is being taken by Lon-
don CWI missionary Andreea
Prismon, who will add this crucial
ministry to her other responsibili-
ties. Andreea feels daunted by
this and inadequate for the task,
but says, “we serve a gracious,
merciful and powerful God and
we have a team of experienced
workers. Please pray that I will be
granted wisdom for this new role
and that | might point many peo-
ple to Jesus!”

IN AUSTRALIA...

New Council Chair...

Pater Kaldor became Chair of
CWI Australia on 1% February
2016. He has Hungarian Jewish

forebears and a business/banking §

background and is based in Syd-
ney as the current national Man-
aging Director of City Bible Fo-
rum, a non-denominational Chris-
tian organisation which serves the
business community.

Peter Kaldor is assisted by
several council members. More-
over in June, Joseph Steinberg,
Paul Morris and Jan Campbell
from the UK Council were as-
signed to assist the Australian
Council in its restructuring and
development. Peter Kaldor says,
“There is much to be done in
building up CWI to reach Jewish
people with the good news of Je-
sus. Please pray for God's mercy
on Jews living in Australia that
they may hear about Jesus.”

On a practical level, the Council
has several issues with which
they must deal, including -

The future of the Bexley
(Sydney) house, used as a mis-
sionary residence, which needs

repairs; the need for missionaries;
for administrative staff; the estab-
lishment of a volunteer structure
and a sustainable donor base.

The men and women in the
Council value our prayers for wis-
dom, for insight and for courage
to make needed changes; and for
good judgement in allocation and
management of finances and re-
sources.

Changes in missionary staff...
It would be great to report an in-
flux of workers to this needy field,
but this is not the case. In fact,
CWI currently has only one mis-
sionary couple in Australia, reach-

Stephen and Lana have
three young-adult children and
are giving increased care to
Lana’s mother who has demen-
tia.

Kay Chan and Sue Park:
KayChan and Sue served for 8
years in Israel then 10 years
with CWI in Sydney and moved
to Kyrgystan in September.
They are not working with CWI,
but we pray for them as a
brother and sister in Christ.
They ask for our prayers so they
will adapt well to a very different
situation and be much used in
reaching out to Kyrgystani
Jews.

KayChan and Sue’s depar-
ture is a great loss for CWI Aus-
tralia. Pray for others who will
step into the breach. Pray for
the baton to be passed on to
faithful young Christians,
whether of Jewish or Gentile

| background, who will carry on

the proclamation of the Gospel.

Australian needs.
While several organisations

Stephen & Lana Holmes

work among Jewish people, not

ing out to our 100,000 Jews.

Stephen and Lana Holmes in
Melbourne:

Stephen and Lana began their
CWI ministry in January 2015 and
are now the sole Australian field
workers, ministering to Mel-
bourne’s 49,000 Jews.

For the first half of this year
Stephen worked part time in an
Anglican parish, supply that has
now finished. While this was
needed to supplement his in-
come, it has limited Stephen and
Lana’s opportunities to develop
their CWI ministry. Pray that this
issue will be overcome.

Stephen and Lana give thanks
for opportunities to share with lo-
cal Christians and ask us to pray
for contacts within the Jewish
community and in the Jewish re-
turned service association.
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all have CW!’s focus. Some
stress prophecy and how mod-
ern Israel fulfils the OT. Others
focus on politics, to the extent
that the state of Israel is so
wonderful and so superior to
other nations that the need for
the Jews to repent and acknowl-
edge their need of Christ hardly
rates a mention.

Therefore, it is important that
any changes to CWI ensure that
its primary commitment is the
salvation of the Jews. Jews as
well as Gentiles need to come
to Christ and know that they
are—

Ruined by the fall,

Redeemed through Christ and
Regenerated by the Spirit.

Let this be our prayer!
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Life under the Banner

“Who Is He?’

“But who do you say that | am?”
Jesus asks his disciples this
question in Matthew 16:15. It's
one of the most important ques-
tions we could ever be asked.
Who is Jesus Christ?

Who do you say that he is?

If you are even remotely in-
clined to downplay this question,
saying to yourself, “Hey, | can
think of more important questions
than that. Like, what am | going to
do with my life, what difference
will I make in this world? These
are the big issues in life. Who is
Jesus? That’s not something |
need to spend a great deal of
mental energy thinking about.” If
this is your attitude, then frankly,
you should question whether
you’re even a Christian.

Yes, it’'s important to question
your place in this world. But ulti-
mately, you will not be able to
come up with a good answer,
unless you first answer the ques-
tion, “Who is Jesus Christ? Who
do | say that he is?”

Christ and our Identity

Even the one of the deepest
guestions that we might ever
wrestle with, the question of our
own personal identity, the ques-
tion, “Who am 1?”, cannot truly be
answered apart from answering
the question of who Christ is.

The question, “Who am 1?7,
can be hard for people struggling
with guilt.

A mother grieving over an
abortion that she had: “Who am 1?
I’'m someone who killed my baby.”

A man struggling with the guilt
of having committed adultery,
who years later is alone, sepa-
rated from everyone who should
be important in his life: “Who am
I? I'm someone who wrecked my
family.”

The only way you can get past
the hurt of guilt, the only way that

there can be restoration, healing,
the only way that you can rejoice
in saying, “Who am I? | am a for-
given child of God,” the only way
to be able to move forward in this
confidence is to know the answer
to who Jesus Christ is.

The question, “Who am 1?7, is
also a question that people can
answer with rebellious hearts.
‘Who am I? | am gay and | am
proud!” “Who am I? |lam an
atheist!”

So often people will identify
themselves with sin, as if that can
really tell them who they are. And
we accommodate their worldly
terminology, allowing them to set
the terms of their self-identity.

Perhaps the most obvious ex-
ample of this in our contemporary
culture is seen in those who base
their identity on their homosexual-
ity. As if having distorted sexual
urges toward someone of the
same sex can somehow define
the core of who a person is!

They will never know who they
really are, unless they see them-
selves as fallen creatures made in
the image of God. And they will
never know who they truly can be
as forgiven creatures, restored
image bearers, unless they know
who Jesus Christ is.

A Simple Question?

But isn’t this an easy question to
answer? Peter gave about as
good an answer as you can come
up with. “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God.” There it is:
guestion answered, case closed.

Jesus seemed to like Peter’s
answer. He called Peter
blessed.

If Peter could be commended
for the answer he gave, then we
may as well just give the same
answer. That’s easy enough.

Who do we say that he is?
Yeah, yeah, he is the Christ, the
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Jim Klazinga

son of the living God. Now let’s
get on to other questions that
we can really sink our teeth into.

But there are a couple of
things we need to keep in mind.
For one thing, the terms that
Peter uses in his answer have
an incredible depth of meaning
to them. And they can be eas-
ily misunderstood.

After all, think about what
happened in Matthew chapter
16 itself, just a few verses after
Peter made his brief confes-
sion.

Here you have this disciple
who had been raised in the
Jewish tradition. He should
have known just as well as any-
one what it meant to say that
Jesus is the Christ, the son of
the living God.

And yet, Peter goes on to
show that he didn’t understand.
We read in verse 21 of Matthew
16 about how Jesus began to
explain that he had to suffer and
die. Peter took him aside and
said, “Never!”

How does Jesus respond?
Verse 23: “Get behind Me, Sa-
tan! You are an offense to Me,
for you are not mindful of the
things of God, but the things of
men.”

So, one minute Peter is be-
ing commended as being
blessed by God. And rightfully
so. But then the next minute,
he gets rebuked by Jesus.

It would seem that Peter’s
understanding was not all that it
should have been. Apparently,
if he were to truly understand
the implications of what he con-
fessed, he needed to learn a
little bit more. He needed to
have a better grasp of what it
meant that Jesus was the son of
living God, the Christ.
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Revelling in Who He Is

There’s another reason why we
can’t simply put aside the question
of who Jesus is, why we can’t treat
this question as something we can
come up with an easy answer to,
and then go on to effectively ig-
nore it.

For the Christian, Jesus Christ
is everything. He is not someone
we keep in the background, turn to
when we need help with difficul-
ties, and once he has solved our
problems, we get on with the rest
of our lives. No. He is our life. He
is our reason for existence. He is
why we are who we are, why we
are where we are, why we do what
we do. It all comes back to him.

And so, when Jesus asks his
disciples, “But who do you say that
I am?”, we hear him asking this
guestion of us, and we rejoice in
the question. “Who are you, Lord?
You are the Christ. You are the
Messiah. You are the son of the
living God. You are the living word
of God. You are the second per-
son of the triune God, father, son,
and Holy Spirit. You are the one
who came to die on the cross to
pay for sins. You are the one who
has paid for my sins. You are liv-
ing God who raises me to new life.
You are the God that | worship,
that | adore. You are the God |
look forward to praising forever.”

Say you are a married man,
and your wife were to ask you,
“Who do you say that | am?”
You're a bit tired, a bit busy, a bit
grumpy, and you end up saying,
“Oh come on, dear, you know who
you are.”

That's not the best response, is
it? You know that a better re-
sponse would be to lift her up, to
talk about what a beautiful person
she is, to talk about all the things
you find so wonderful about her, to
talk about who she is in a way that
demonstrates the deep affection
you have for her, the tenderness
of your love for her.

How much more should our re-
sponse to Jesus asking us, “Who

do you say that  am?” be one of
love, one of affection, one that
demonstrates a tender heart, sof-
tened by his love, so that we could
return that love with joy and won-
der? How much more should our
desire be to revel in his beauty,
rejoicing in the grace that he is the
embodiment of, standing in awe of
the truth of who he is?

That’s why you go to church:
because you love Jesus Christ,
and who is. You hunger for him,
thirst for him. You should pray
before worship: “Lord, show us
Jesus.” You should say to your
preacher: “We want to see Jesus.”
We want to hear the old, old gos-
pel, that good news that we have
heard so many times before. We
want to rejoice again thinking
about who Jesus is and what he
has done for us.

Jesus Tells Us Who He Is
In your hunger for Jesus, as you
rejoice in the truth of who he is,
remember this: we can't answer
the answer to this question of who
Jesus is, just for ourselves. It's
not as if we can somehow come
up with our own answer to this
guestion, one that might be differ-
ent for us than it is for others.
“Who are you, Jesus? Well, for
me, you are my easy-going friend
who lets me be who | want to be.
You let me do what | want to do.”

No. If we want to truly answer
this question of who Jesus is, we
need to turn to him. In essence,
we need to ask him to answer this
question for us.

We need to let Jesus define
who he is. We need to turn to his
word and delve into it, looking for
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the answers that it provides,
humbling ourselves before those
answers, submitting to those an-
swers and confessing with humil-
ity, “Lord, you have revealed
yourself, you have given us your
word, and it is your word that
helps us to know who you are.”

There are a number of state-
ments in the gospel of John that
Jesus makes about himself. We
call them the “| am” statements.
“I am the bread of life. | am the
light of the world. | am the door. |
am the good shepherd. | am the
resurrection and the life. | am the
way, the truth, and the life. | am
the true vine.” Consider these
statements. Love what Jesus
says here about himself. Grow
in your understanding of and ap-
preciation for who Jesus Christ
says he is. Rejoice in your sav-
iour, and love him more and
more.

Keep going to church, to grow
in your understanding of who
Jesus Christ is. And invite oth-
ers to go with you, people you
know and love, but who do not
demonstrate that they truly know
who Jesus is. Invite them to go
with you to church, to see Jesus.
Longing to see Jesus is not
something we can keep to our-
selves, having him as our own
personal saviour, but not really
concerned about whether or not
those near and dear to us know
who he is. We want others to
know who Jesus is. We want
them to be able to rejoice with us
in who he is and what he is
done.

We read in Luke 14, “But
when you give a feast, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, the
blind, and you will be blessed,
because they cannot repay you.
For you will be repaid at the res-
urrection of the just.”

We have a great feast. We
feast on Jesus Christ. And we
want others to join with us in this
feast. We want others to know
who he is. Praise be to Him.
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Children under the Banner— Mark 4:1-20
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Please note your subscription renewal for 2017 is due

The annual subscription is$35 per annum within a bulk order (5 or more),
$40 perannum for an individual subscription within Audtralia,
and $AUS0 forindividual overseas subscriptions.
Donationsare also gladly received to enable mailing to theological collegesand libraries.
Please send your subsin as soon as possible to ensure continued reception
If you send it via our Bank Account (on page 2) please put your name with the depost
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Prescribed Search Work

DECEMBER 2016
Senior Section 12 years and over; Intermediate 10—11 years; Junior 9 years and under

SENIOR AND INTERMEDIATE (Intermediate omit questions 4 and 8)

1 JOHN chapter 3

1. What will we be like when Christ shall appear [is revealed]?

2. For what purpose was the Son of God manifested?

3. What is the mark of having passed from death to life?

x4. In what way should we love, instead of loving only in word and tongue?
5. What is the condition of our receiving whatever we ask?

chapter 4

6. Complete the verse: “Herein [In this] is love, not that we loved...”

7. What is the state of one who confesses that Jesus is the Son of God?
x8. Which comes first: Our love to God, or God’s love to us?

JUNIOR

2 KINGS 4:8--37

1. What did the woman of Shunem suggest to her husband they should make for the man of

God?

2. What did Elijah tell the Shunammite would happen to her ‘about this season’ [this time next
year]?

3. What happened when Gehazi laid the staff on the dead child’s face?

4. What did Elisha do to bring the child back to life? (2 Please send the answers to:
verses) Mrs | Steel
PO Box 942

Epping NSW 1710

The questions for the whole year
are available from the above postal
address or by email at:
iesteel@gmail.com
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Churchesin the Banner

Centenary of PCEA Mount Druitt Church Building, 2016

Tom Reeve

On Saturday 17" September 2016
a significant celebration was held
in Mount Druitt village in Western
Sydney. Former parishioners, min-
isters and friends came from at
least four local Anglican congrega-
tions — St John’s Minchinbury (who
previously worshipped in this
building), St James, Whalan, St
Mary Magdalene Anglican
Church, St. Mary’s and St Al-
ban’s Anglican Church at Rooty | ==~
Hill — all to give thanks to God '
for 100 years of work and wit-
ness, centred around the for-
mer St John’s church building
in Mount Druitt Road.

One family, which was asso-
ciated with the Church of Eng-
land for the whole of the sev-
enty years from 1916 to 1986,

Baines ( Minchinbury). There were
also representatives from the Pres-
byterian Reformed Church and the
Methodist Church of Tonga and
Australia.

Proceedings began with some
short historical talks, leading into a

and leadership to initiate the
building of a new church in his
parish. Mount Druitt was then a
rural area, but many were con-
victed about worshipping their
God and gathering for corporate
prayer. He called for a meeting
of families at Colyton

cember 1915. George
Innes donated the land
and his family also
helped in carting the
Sydney-made bricks
from the local railway
siding. Others provided
and erected a fence
free of charge.

On 16™ September
1916, as the brick walls
of the new church were

Foundation STl SETONE |2 vioun: orit inbe-

was the Aston — Cobcroft fam-
ily. John Aston was the Headmas-
ter of Colyton Primary School from
1900 and his daughter Nell was
one of the faithful ‘stalwarts’ right
up until 1986, in her 90" year. Her
daughter Betty (nee Cobcroft) and
husband David Trist were married
in the church in 1950 and both pre-
sent for the centenary service.

The Presbyterian Church of

service of thanksgiving conducted
by the current minister, Dr Dennis
Muldoon, opening with Psalm 100.
The now heritage-listed church
building was filled for the happy
occasion. Local Councillor of the
Blacktown City Council, Ms Caro-
line Israel, represented the Mayor
and Mrs Michelle Findley repre-
sented the Mount Druitt Historical
Society. Mrs Findley, whose sons
had formerly attended our Sunday
School, had spent many hours dig-
ging up documents from the past
and prepared a special historical
brochure for the occasion. Foun-
dation Church Elder and current
Session Clerk, Mr G. Alex Neil,
also contributed to the brochure
and spoke at the gathering. The
local paper (Mount Druitt Standard)
featured an article in the week

Eastern Australia, which purchased
this building in 1986, was also well
represented by current and former
members, including early minister
Hugh Varnes and former office-
bearers — Alisdair Webster, David
Bosanquet and Donald Kerr. The
Anglican ministers in attendance
were Rev. Elwyn Sheppard
(retired), Rev. Warren Smith (St
James, Whalan) and Rev. Matthew

the heading, ‘Foundation still
strong.’

Beginnings: In late 1915 when
things were looking grim and Aus-
tralian casualties were mounting
during the Great War, Rector W. R.
Bowers of St Mary’s Magdalene
Church of England had the vision
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going up, a special ser-
vice was held and a corner stone
dedicated by the Rural Dean,
Rev. T. J. Heffernan, who deliv-
ered ‘a most telling address.’
Other addresses were given and
all treated to afternoon tea ‘kindly
provided by the ladies.” An offer-
ing of almost £16 was taken for
the building fund. A generous
donation of £25 had earlier been
received, boosting the contribu-
tions by the local people. The
total cost is unknown but it took
several years to pay off the debt.
The building was dedicated to the
Glory of God by the Archbishop
of Sydney on Saturday 11" No-

leading up to the celebration, under

Wy

vember, 1916.
During the centenary service,
Rev. Sheppard recounted that,
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as a schoolboy in the 1940s, he
used to look out the train window
to see the church building standing
alone in the paddocks of rural
Mount Druitt. He spoke from the
text in Isaiah 1:8 ‘And the daughter
of Zion is left as a cottage in a

vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of
cucumbers.” This was reminiscent
of Rev. Varnes’ first text and ser-
mon in 1986 about the vessels of
the temple of the LORD being cast
‘in the clay ground’ (I Kings 7:46).
Rev. Muldoon preached from

John Chapter 4, challenging us
with the lesson of the Samaritan
woman coming to the well at Sy-
char and finding the living water
of Life from the Lord Jesus
Christ. Special prayers of
thanksgiving were offered, re-

CENT

ENARY
Service OF

Than F'.;i,q’.'-ﬂ (‘.‘.9

\-\ I \ \J
UU Jears
Of Worship

Clockwise from above: Church Centennial
Cake; Mrs Michelle Findley (MDHS) &
Session Clerk Alex Neil preparing the
historical display; Former minister Hugh
Varnes and first session clerk Alisdair
Webster; Tavasa Piliu and Liekina
Akauola (Methodist Church of Tonga &

1| Australia); Fay Latu, Annie Havea, Tavasa

& Winnie Piliu, and Loseti (a visitor from
Tonga); Three Anglican ministers—Rev.
Elwyn Sheppard, Rev. Warren Smith &
Rev. Matthew Baines (at back), with for-
mer parishioner (Doug) and Mrs Michelle
Findley of Mt Druitt Historical Society;
Fellowship at afternoon tea; Celebrating
the Lord’s goodness; Stalwarts behind the
scene—Mrs Winnie Piliu, Mrs Hola Fihaki
& Mrs Vala Walter; Preparing to cut
cake—Rev. Dennis Muldoon, Michelle
Findley, Caroline Israel, Alex Neil & Rev.
Sheppard; Lighting the cake—with Dea-
con Allan Stewart on right hand side; Fur-
ther fellowship with Mrs Emily Vallance
and Alisdair Webster chatting, and also
Mrs Elaine Webster with Mrs Glenda
Bosanquet doing likewise.
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membering God'’s faithfulness in
the hundred years of work and wit-
ness by many faithful Christians at
Mount Druitt.

Afterwards there was a sumptu-
ous afternoon tea with a birthday
cake in the hall, all beautifully pre-
sented by the ladies of the congre-

gation. The flowers in the gardens
were at their best and much remi-
niscing was carried on and new
friends made during the remainder
of the afternoon. An impressive
historical display of newspaper arti-
cles and photographs was
mounted for all to peruse. Our

prayer is that God would gra-
ciously look upon us and grant
times of refreshing and true re-
vival in the churches of the Mount
Druitt area.

Ulverstone
Seventeen people gathered in Ulverstone for our Bible study, five of those come from another church in Devonport
and are regular attenders. A further seven people attend a fortnightly meeting in Lower Wilmot. Our church is greatly
encouraged by the regular numbers attending these meetings, and we all appreciate the instruction given by Andre.
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